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The Government has welcomed the 
completion of the process to verify sig-
natures on the Cruise Port Referendum 
petition.

Premier Alden McLaughlin said, “I 
would like to repeat my thanks to Su-
pervisor of Elections, Wesley Howell, 
and his excellent team for their hard 
work and ef�iciency in concluding the 
signature veri�ication process so quick-
ly and smoothly.”

The Premier added, “The drive to 
build a new cargo and cruise berthing 
facility for the Cayman Islands has been 
going on for at least the last six years 
while my Government has been in of-
�ice. This referendum process has been 
going on for a year. With a preferred bid-
der now ready to deliver the cargo and 
cruise port enhancements this coun-
try needs, we need to get on and bring 
things to a conclusion.”

“We understand that many Cayma-
nians have signed the petition because 
they had questions and concerns about 
the port. We are answering those ques-

  Premier Alden McLaughlin... Continued story on page A3

As the petition veri�ication process neared completion, CPR 
Cayman wrote to Premier Alden McLaughlin to renew their 
call for transparency and full disclosure of key information 
concerning the Government’s proposed Cruise Berthing Fa-
cility.

CPR Cayman’s 11th September 2019 letter states:
“It is imperative that the Caymanian people have the op-

portunity to make a fully informed decision at the polls on 
the Government’s proposed cruise berthing facility, and we 
request your assurances that the following information and 
reports, at a minimum, will be concluded and made public, 
suf�iciently in advance of the referendum on this matter of sig-
ni�icant national importance.

1. the revised cruise berthing and cargo port design 2. the 
updated environmental impact assessment of revised design 
3. the �inal business case report 4. full details of the proposed 
�inancing arrangements with Verdant Isle Port Partners”

Despite the announcement of the preferred bidder in late 
July, signi�icant information about the port project has yet to 
be made public by the Government, leaving the citizen’s group 
concerned about when these crucial facts will be disclosed.

“We are sure that you and your Honourable Members of Cab-
inet will agree that holding our �irst People-Initiated Referen-
dum without full disclosure of all pertinent information to the 

  Governor with CPR Cayman... Continued story on page A4

Plans are underway to expand 
and develop football competitions 
in schools across the Cayman Is-
lands.

This follows the formation of the 
Cayman Youth Football Leagues 
(CYFL), a non-pro�it organisation, 
registered in the Cayman Islands 
pursuant to the Non-Pro�it Or-
ganisations Law. The CYFL will 
assume responsibility for admin-
istration of the CUC Primary Foot-
ball League (PFL), which has been 
running for over 15 years and 
the Dart Under -13 High School 
League which is entering its third 
year. Both competitions are for 
boys and girls.

The CYFL will also introduce 
the CUC Under 16 High School 
Leagues during this school term. 
This league will offer competi-
tions to high school boys and girls 
between the ages of 14 and 16. 
It is estimated that following the 

  Individuals from the newly formed Cayman Youth Football Leagues (CYFL) organisation include 
(from left) Bryan Hunter (Appleby), Chloe Tathum (CYFL Director), Richard Hew (CYFL President 
& Director), Mark Whiteside (CYFL General Secretary & Director), John Pitcairn (CYFL Treasurer & 
Director) and Richard Barton (CYFL Director)

... Continued story on page A7
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

EDITORIAL
It’s time to go to the Polls

The Government has announced 
that they will now focus on the Ref-
erendum Question and date.

Caymanian Times have decided to 
reactivate its weekly poll which only 
allows 1 vote per person.

This prevents multiple votes and 
the results are tabulated electronically 
on an overseas server which also pre-
vents tampering.

We have chosen not to display the 
results on a continuous basis on the 
website as we have found that this af-
fects voters thought process and does 
not provide accurate results.

Our next poll which is now open for 
voting will ask the simple question 
“Should the Cayman Islands Govern-

ment move ahead with plans to build 
a new Cruise Port?”

Voters will also be allowed to make 
comments in anonymity.

All residents are encouraged to vote 
by visiting www.caymaniantimes.ky 
where they can also leave a comment.

Polls close at 6am Monday Tues-
day, September 23 and the results and 
comments will be published on our 
website later that day and printed in 
our Wednesday newspaper.

New Poll Question:
Should the Cayman Islands Govern-

ment move ahead with plans to build a 
new Cruise Port?

• Yes
• No
• Don't care
• In another location
• Others 

Monday, 16 September
12:00 AM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 AM News Update
2:00 AM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 AM News Update
3:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 AM News Update
6:10 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 AM For the Record

10:00 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 AM News Update
11:35 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
12:00 PM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 PM News Update
2:00 PM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 PM News Update
3:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 PM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 PM News Update
6:10 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 PM For the Record

10:00 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 PM News Update
11:35 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference

Tuesday, 17 September
12:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
1:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
1:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
2:00 AM News Update
2:10 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
3:20 AM News Update
3:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
3:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:00 AM News Update
6:10 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:20 AM News Update
7:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 AM Legislative Assembly July 24 2019
1:40 PM News Update
2:00 PM RCIPS Crime Stats Press Conference May 1 2019
2:50 PM Dementia & Alzheimer's Disease talk 27 May 2019
3:45 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
3:52 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
4:00 PM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:00 PM News Update
6:10 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:20 PM News Update
7:30 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 PM Legislative Assembly July 25 2019

11:35 PM News Update
11:45 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 

Wednesday, 18 September
12:00 AM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 AM News Update
2:00 AM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 AM News Update
3:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 AM News Update
6:10 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 AM For the Record

10:00 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 AM News Update
11:35 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
12:00 PM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 PM News Update
2:00 PM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 PM News Update
3:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 PM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 PM News Update
6:10 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 PM For the Record

10:00 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 PM News Update
11:35 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference

Thursday, 19 September
12:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
1:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
1:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
2:00 AM News Update
2:10 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
3:20 AM News Update
3:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
3:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:00 AM News Update
6:10 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:20 AM News Update
7:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 AM Legislative Assembly July 24 2019
1:40 PM News Update
2:00 PM RCIPS Crime Stats Press Conference May 1 2019
2:50 PM Dementia & Alzheimer's Disease talk 27 May 2019
3:45 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
3:52 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
4:00 PM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:00 PM News Update
6:10 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:20 PM News Update
7:30 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 PM Legislative Assembly July 25 2019

11:35 PM News Update
11:45 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 

Friday, 20 September
12:00 AM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 AM News Update
2:00 AM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 AM News Update
3:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 AM News Update
6:10 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 AM For the Record

10:00 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 AM News Update
11:35 AM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
12:00 PM Official Funeral for The First Governor of the Cayman Islands
1:50 PM News Update
2:00 PM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:09 PM News Update
3:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:30 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
3:55 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 PM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 PM News Update
6:10 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
6:40 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:30 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
7:35 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:45 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment
8:00 PM For the Record

10:00 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
10:30 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:25 PM News Update
11:35 PM 2019 DG 5k Press Conference
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Chamber to Host 
Roundtable for Micro & 

Small Businesses
Micro, and small business owners and 

other entrepreneurs are being invited 
to attend a roundtable and social at the 
Chamber of Commerce Training Centre 
in Governors Square, on Wednesday, 
September 26, 2019, from 5:30 pm to 
7:30 pm.

The purpose of the meeting is to bring 
together micro and small business own-
ers, individual entrepreneurs and per-
sons desiring to start a business, to talk 
about how the Chamber can help them, 
through training and other interven-
tions. This initiative is a partnership be-
tween the Chamber and the Ministry of 
Commerce, Planning and Infrastructure.

The Chamber and the Ministry have 
been working together since 2015 to 
provide training for micro, and small 
enterprises, to help them improve their 
businesses. This initiative has also in-
cluded guidance and training for indi-
vidual entrepreneurs or sole traders 
and persons wanting to start a business. 
So far, almost 1,200 micro and small 
business owners and other entrepre-

neurs have bene�itted from 46 Work-
shops, held between 2015 and 2018.

 Persons who own micro or small en-
terprises and other entrepreneurs or 
business-minded individuals who need 
guidance and training intervention are 
invited to register for this roundtable 
by visiting: https://web.caymancham-
ber.ky/events/Free-Micro-Small-Busi-
ness-Roundtable-1740/details

Interested persons may also call the 
Chamber of Commerce on 949-8090, or 
email programmes@caymanchamber.
ky for more information.

About the Cayman Islands 
Chamber of Commerce

Established in 1965, The Cayman 
Islands Chamber of Commerce is a 
non-pro�it organization that exists to 
support, promote and protect business-
es in the Cayman Island, and the wider 
community. The Chamber currently rep-
resents over 600 businesses and asso-
ciations from every major industry and 
sector. 

5,292 (100%) Signatures 
Verifi ed

The Elections Of�ice 
announced on Wednes-
day that it has received 
Cruise Port Referen-
dum Petition Signature 
Veri�ication forms from 
registered voters, total-
ling 5,305. This exceeds 
the 5,292 signatures 
needed to satisfy sec-
tion 70 of the Cayman 
Islands Constitutional 
Order 2009.

During the veri�ica-
tion process, the Elec-
tions Of�ice utilised the 
Veri�ication Form Pro-
cess which asks those 
who have signed the 
petition to complete an af�idavit. These 
forms were signed in the presence of 
Elections Of�ice staff or submitted with 
accompanying supporting documen-
tation from voters who were overseas 
at the time. This approach allowed the 
veri�ication process to be distributed to 
multiple veri�iers and allowed the pro-
cess to be performed expeditiously.

Included in the veri�ication form total 
of 5,305 are a number of forms received 
in advance of their signatures being 
forwarded by the Cruise Port Referen-
dum organisers. Over the coming days 
the Elections Of�ice will complete the 

�inal checks on the remaining signature 
forms and prepare a formal report for 
Cabinet.

The Supervisor of Elections and the 
senior team at the Elections Of�ice 
would like to thank the public and espe-
cially the team of elections support staff 
for their efforts in completing the veri-
�ication exercise with professionalism 
and dedication.

The Elections Of�ice will no longer be 
open on Saturdays and will return to its 
regular of�ice hours of 8:30am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday starting on Monday 
16th September. 
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Walkers is pleased to announce that 
�ive attorneys in its Cayman Islands of-
�ice have been invited to join the part-
nership. In addition, four associates 
have been promoted to senior counsel.

In total, there were 31 promotions 
globally, which represents Walker's 
largest round of promotions to date. In 
effect from July 1 2019, there are nine 
promotions in the Cayman Islands, six in 
Ireland, �ive in Hong Kong, four in Lon-
don, three in Singapore, two in Jersey 
and one the British Virgin Islands and 
Guernsey of�ices respectively.

In the Cayman Islands of�ice, Bicrom 
Das (Investment Funds), Clive Thomas 

(Private Capital & Trusts), Ed Pearson 
(Investment Funds), Monique Bhullar 
(Private Capital & Trusts) and Tamsin 
West (Investment Funds) have all joined 
the partnership.

In addition, Christine Ballan-
tyne-Drew (Investment Funds), Jo-Anne 
Stephens (Private Capital & Trusts), 
Matt Bernardo (Investment Funds) and 
Shamar Ennis (Finance) have been pro-
moted to senior counsel.

Walkers' Global Managing Partner, 
Ingrid Pierce, states, "We are delight-
ed to announce this year's partner 
and counsel promotions. The num-
ber of promotions we have made this 

year is indicative of the depth of skill 
across the firm and the commitment 
to our clients. I am proud to work with 

such talented colleagues who bring a 
wealth of expertise to our core legal 
services." 
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky
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To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
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For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 
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However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
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l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!

tions as we release more information 
now the preferred bidder has been ap-
pointed.”

“Sadly, there is also a small group of 
people who are simply opposed to the 
government’s plans at any price and 
who appear willing to throw out any 
kind of misstatement or half-truth to 
further their objectives.”

“At each stage in this process, those 
opponents have been quick to allege 
impropriety on the part of Government 
Ministers. At each stage they have been 
wrong.”

“First, scurrilous allegations were 
made that Cayman’s cruise and cargo 
port improvements were being made 
solely to bene�it the business interests 
of one or more Ministers. We have re-
peatedly shown not only that there are 
no such business interests but the port 
is in the vital best interest of our nation 
not any individuals.”

“Secondly, they alleged that the Gov-
ernment was failing to follow proper 
procurement and bidding processes. In 
fact we have followed a best in class pro-
curement route.”

“Then we heard that civil servants 
were being intimidated from signing the 
referendum petition. That was shown to 
be false.”

“Next the country was told that the 
whole thing was a stitch up and that a 
deal had already been agreed with Chi-
na Harbour. The preferred bidder an-
nouncement demonstrated the untruth 
of that assertion.”

“Political interfer-
ence in the veri�ication 
process was the next 
hue and cry of our op-
ponents. Yet again, they 
have been shown to be 
wrong as the veri�ication 
process has been fol-
lowed through ef�icient-
ly and diligently by our 
elections staff.”

“Now we are hearing 
allegations that the Gov-
ernment will try to duck 
the referendum by de-
termining that Cayman’s 
cruise and cargo port is 
not an issue of national 
importance or that the 
Government will some-
how pervert the purpose 
of the referendum by ma-
nipulating the question.”

“As throughout this 
process, those allega-
tions are completely 
without foundation. Let 
me lay them to rest now.”

“It is central to the 
Government’s support 
for Cayman’s new port 
and cargo facilities that they are nec-
essary in the national interest. There 
is no question of us seeking to avoid a 
referendum.”

“As to the referendum question, we in-
tend that the question should be drawn 
up in accordance with best practice 
principles including that it should, as far 
as possible, be neutral in its phrasing. 

Throughout this process, the Govern-
ment has maintained the highest stand-
ards of probity and good practice. That 
will not change now.”

“The business of government needs 
to go on and there is much we need to 
do in the next few weeks, not least bring 
forward a two year budget. However, 
the country needs certainty and the 

Government therefore intends to get 
this referendum process completed as 
quickly as possible.”

“To that end, Cabinet will turn its at-
tention immediately to considering a 
draft Bill, including a proposed formu-
lation of the referendum question and 
the date on which the referendum will 
be held.” 

Government will now focus on 
Referendum Question and date

... Continued story from page A1

  (L-R) Top row: Bicrom Das, Ed Pearson, Tamsin West. Middle row: Monique Bhullar, Clive 
Thomas, Jo-Anne Stephens. Bottom row: Matt Bernardo, Christine Ballantyne-Drew, 
Shamar Ennis

Walkers Announces Nine 
Cayman Islands Promotions
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Opposition Leader Hon. V. Arden 
McLean J.P. on Wednesday offered con-
gratulations to the members of Cruise 
Port Referendum Cayman and the 
many thousands who signed the peti-
tion calling for a People-Initiated Ref-
erendum and were then subjected to a 
signature veri�ication process that the 
Opposition criticized as excessive and 
bordering on political interference. The 
Opposition advocated for a veri�ication 
process based on a sampling of the 
signatories, however the Government 
decided to verify 100% of the required 
signatures.

The members of the Opposition also 
want to congratulate Elections Supervi-
sor Mr. Wesley Howell and his team for 
conducting an ef�icient and timely veri-
�ication, and for maintaining a high level 
of integrity and transparency.

In recognising this important demo-
cratic milestone Mr. McLean stated, “I 
am pleased to see that the veri�ication 
process has been completed and we can 
now turn our attention to conducting 
the Referendum. There are a number of 
questions regarding how this process 
will be organized, how observers will 
be appointed, and of course what the ac-
tual question will be and when will the 
Referendum be held.

Mr. McLean added, “The triggering of 
the Cayman Islands’ �irst People-Initiat-
ed Referendum is an event that we can-
not take lightly. It shows that the Cayman 
Islands has a Democratic framework, in 
the Constitution, which encourages and 
allows Participatory Democracy by our 
people. The Government needs to take 
heed of the lesson this experience is 
teaching us, which is, to never ignore the 
wishes of the people. Indeed, we must 
respect and revere the people’s wishes 
if we wish to remain in the positions of 
trust that they have given us.”

Mr. McLean went on to say that, “I 
am deeply concerned with the Unity 
Government’s lack of regard for var-
ious provisions contained within the 
Constitution, and their abject failure to 
implement some of the basic laws and 
institutions mandated by the Constitu-
tion such as the Advisory District Coun-
cil Law, the Standards in Public Life Law 
and the Referendum Law. These failures 
make this Referendum much more than 
a disagreement with the Government 
over the Cruise Berthing Project. It has 
now become a �ight for Democracy.”

Mr. McLean stated that he is calling 
on the public to now get involved in the 
process, participate in any forthcoming 
consultations, pay attention to the meet-
ings of the Legislative Assembly and to 
avail themselves of as much information 
as possible prior to the Referendum.

“This is where the public needs to 
become more involved and ensure that 
they keep a watchful eye on how the 
Government proceeds with the Referen-
dum. We have already seen questiona-
ble behaviour, and we certainly should 
expect much more. I will ensure that 
the Opposition does its part in helping 
to educate and engage with the public 
during this process and to provide any 
necessary assistance.”

Long serving public servant and Sa-
vannah MLA, Mr. Anthony Eden, added 
that he was very pleased with the out-
come, as never before have so few peo-
ple done so much for democracy despite 
the obstacles placed by the Government.

Mr. Eden went on to say, “This goes to 
show that the Caymanian spirit to per-
severe lives on and is able to overcome 
all challenges and challengers.”

The Opposition plans to meet with 
H.E. The Governor in the coming days 
and will remain involved in the process 
moving forward. 

Opposition Calls 
Cruise Berthing 

Referendum A Fight 
for Democracy

voting public would be a miscarriage of 
justice, failure of due diligence and set 
a dangerous precedent for participatory 
democracy in the Cayman Islands.”

Voters must be provided with key up 
to date information in order to make 

an informed decision on this costly and 
controversial project.

In accordance with Section 70 (3) of 
the Constitution, the referendum will be 
binding on the Government if assented to 
by more than 50% of registered voters.

Following a stellar effort throughout 
the summer by the Elections Of�ice un-

der the leadership of Elections Supervi-
sor Mr. Wesley Howell, the veri�ication 
process reached the 99% mark on Mon-
day 9th September, and the con�irma-
tion of the 25% threshold to trigger the 
referendum is expected later this week.

CPR Cayman is a concerned citizens 
group and non-pro�it organisation that 

is advocating for a democratic approach 
to the proposed Cruise Berthing and 
Cargo Facility ("CBF") in George Town 
harbour.

More information can be found on 
the campaign Facebook page. People 
can also contact cprcayman@gmail.
com. 

CPR Cayman Renews Request for Key Information 
about proposed Port Project as Veri�ication Concludes

Statement by HE the 
Governor Thanking 
Elections Offi  ce Staff 
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  HE Governor Martyn Roper

I would like to thank Wes Howell and 
his staff at the Elections Of�ice for their 
excellent work and dedication in veri-
fying the signatures on the petition for 
a People’s Initiated Referendum on the 
cruise berthing project.

“It is clear that the threshold to trig-
ger a referendum has been reached 
and the Elections Of�ice will now be 
working to ensure that this is conduct-

ed in a fair, transparent and profes-
sional manner.

“This will be a historic moment for 
the Cayman Islands and a re�lection 
of the mature democracy that has 
evolved here.

“I will continue to attach impor-
tance to ensuring good governance, 
fairness and the integrity of the ref-
erendum. 

Buy and Sell
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Call 945 8463 / 9162000  or  email sales@caymaniantimes.ky
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By Christopher Tobutt

It was a big heroes’ welcome home for 
the crew of “X-ray One,” the Royal Cay-
man Islands Police Helicopter. The team, 
who had been helping move people and 
vital supplies around hurricane-dev-
astated Abaco Island in the Bahamas, 
were warmly greeted by H.E the Gover-

nor, Martyn Roper, Hon. Premier Alden 
McLaughlin, and Hon. Deputy Governor 
Franz Manderson, as soon as the heli-
copter touched down at Owen Roberts 
International Airport.

Smiles broke onto the crew’s tired 
faces as hands were shaken, as the last 
of the crew stepped down onto the con-
crete. They had seen much sadness, and 

been pushed to their 
limits, but they had 
made a big difference 
and everybody knew it.

During the six-day 
deployment the team 
�lew 42 missions from 
Nassau to the affect-
ed Islands, carried 125 
passengers including 8 
young children and 20 
adult evacuees. They 
shipped desperately 
needed kit including 
tarpaulins and commu-
nications equipment to 
many inaccessible loca-
tions.

With air�ields in Aba-
co and Grand Bahama 
now becoming more op-
erational and providing 
more options for relief 
�lights using �ixed wing 
aircraft, the decision 
was taken to bring the 
team home.

Captain Nigel Pitt said: “We �lew ap-
proximately six or seven �lights each day 
and in the region of six to ten hours of 
�lying each day. We were moving people 
– either N.G.Os, military, government of-
�icials - North into Abaco or Grand Ba-
hama.

We found devastation in Abaco. It 
looks horrendous. The worst area af-

fected is Marsh Harbour, which is the 
size of George Town to West Bay. It’s a 
massive area. and when I say ‘devastat-
ed’ I mean ‘�lat’” he said.

“Everybody was so welcoming, from 
the moment we spoke to the �irst man 
in the aviation tower on our way in: ‘We 
really appreciate you coming.’ Every-
body everywhere has been so welcom-
ing.”

Painting a picture of part of just one 
day, he said: “One day we were going 
up to do a reconnaissance, and as we 
stopped to refuel at Marsh Harbour 
Air�ield, and someone came across to 
us and said, “Can you take this med-
icine up to Fox Town. We land at Fox 
Town in a little baseball court, and we 
deliver the medicine. While we’re de-
livering the medicine, there is a group 
of people who were desperate to get 
out; there was a lady with an injured 
leg. We were loaded at the time and we 
said, “Two hours, we will be back, and 
we will come and get you, so we came 
back in two hours, and we picked up 
this family.

H.E the Governor said: “The Baha-
mas has gone through a really terrible 
time, but I think to send a helicopter 
and help them out is really special and 
they’ve done an incredible job over a 
long week.

Premier Alden McLaughlin said: “It’s 
an incredibly proud moment for Cay-
man to be able to welcome back the 
crew who have done such an incredible 
humanitarian job in the Bahamas. You 
have to have a lot of pride – a little place 
as small as we are, we are able to help 
our brothers and sisters elsewhere. We 
know, better than most, what it’s like af-
ter a hurricane.” 

Bahamas helicopter heroes 
welcomed home

The Cayman Islands has quali�ied for 
continuance in the United States Coast 
Guard’s Quality Shipping for the 21st 
Century (QUALSHIP 21) Program for the 
9th consecutive year.

The United States Coast Guard (USCG) 
has again recognized the Cayman Is-
lands Shipping Registry (Cayman Regis-
try) for their excellent Port State Control 
record and listed them as one of the few 
qualifying Flag Administrations eligible 
for the prestigious QUALSHIP 21.

QUALSHIP 21 is the USCG’s matrix 
system of extending recognition to for-
eign ships, which �ly the Flag of a State 
which has demonstrated an excellent 
safety and pollution prevention record 
with respect to its ships. Ships in the 
QUALSHIP 21 system are required to 
undergo signi�icantly less Port State 
Control inspections by the USCG whilst 
in US waters. Essentially, the QUALSHIP 
21 system rewards good ships thereby 
contributing to the elimination of sub-
standard vessels.

Cayman’s commitment to quality 
shipping is evident as Cayman Flagged 
vessels that call on U.S. ports have com-
plied an excellent Port State Control 
record in the past three calendar years. 
Cayman’s rolling three-year detention 
percentage is below the 1.0% threshold 
that is required for inclusion into the 
QUALSHIP 21 program.

Mr. A. Joel Walton, CEO of the Mari-
time Authority of the Cayman Islands 
(parent organization of the Cayman 

Registry), remarked, “The Cayman Reg-
istry is very pleased with its quali�ica-
tion for continuance in the United States 
Coast Guard’s QUALSHIP 21 Program.” 
He continued by saying “This quali�ica-
tion is a testament to the hardworking 
team of the Registry, shipowners and 
managers for their continued outstand-
ing efforts. We will strive to maintain 
QUALSHIP 21 status by continuing to 

uphold international standards per-
taining to shipping.”

Undoubtedly, having QUALSHIP 21 
status brings signi�icant bene�its to ships 
�lying the Cayman �lag. The Honorable 
Premier, Mr. Alden McLaughlin, Minis-
try of International Trade, Investment, 
Aviation and Maritime Affairs said, “The 
Government is very happy to once again 
accomplish the QUALSHIP 21 and will 

continue to support the Cayman Regis-
try, to ensure it meets all necessary re-
quirements in order to remain compli-
ant.” He continued, “I would like to thank 
the Cayman Registry and its partners for 
maintaining an outstanding safety and 
quality record for the Cayman Flag.”

The status is reviewed by the USCG an-
nually and the names of QUALSHIP 21 
ships are posted on the USCG’s website. 

CAYMAN RETAINS UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD’S QUALSHIP 21 STATUS

  The X-Ray One touches down

  The Crew of the X-Ray One stands alongside H.E The Governor Martyn Roper, Hon. Premier Alden McLaughlin, and Hon. Deputy Governor 
Franz Manderson

  H.E The Governor, Martyn Roper, greets Captain Nigel Pitt
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introduction of this new age group there will be over 
1,000 school age children participating in the inter 
school football competitions.

Director and President of the CYFL, Mr. Richard Hew 
stated, “What started out as the CUC PFL with only 
boys’ competitions for 18 schools has now grown tre-
mendously and continues to grow and enhance the 
competitions. We needed to bring more resources to 
bear under a proper governance and administrative 
structure, hence the formation of the CYFL. Mr. Neil 

Murray, who has almost single handedly run the com-
petitions in the past will continue to play a large role 
with additional support from the CYFL Board.”

The CYFL Board of Directors currently consists of:
• Richard Hew, Business Executive – Director, President
• Mark Whiteside – Director, General Secretary
• John Pitcairn – Director, Treasurer
• Richard Barton – Director
• Neil Murray – Director
• Chloe Tathum - Director
The 2019 CUC Girls’ Primary Football League (GPFL) 

season will kick-off with the customary GPFL Opening 

Rally this Saturday, September 14 at the Annex Field 
followed by the 2019 CUC PFL Opening Rally on Satur-
day, September 21 also at the Annex Field.

The Dart Under 13 High School Leagues will com-
mence on Wednesday, September 18 and Thursday, 
September 19.

The CYFL expresses sincere thanks to major sponsors 
CUC and Dart for continuing to sponsor the school foot-
ball competitions, to Appleby for assisting with the de-
velopment of the CYFL constitutional documents and to 
Estera for assisting with the company registration and 
providing registered of�ice services. 

Cayman Youth Football Leagues (CYFL) 
formed to develop school football

Lawyers from across three of Appleby’s global ju-
risdictions have been recognised in the 2019 edition 
of Legal Week’s Private Client Global Elite Directory. 
Cayman partner and Global Head of Private Client and 
Trusts, Carlos de Serpa Pimental, Jersey partner Fraser 
Robertson, and partner and Local Group Head of Pri-
vate Client and Trusts in Bermuda, Vanessa Schrum 
have all been recognised as ‘Global Elite’. Cayman Sen-
ior Associate Esmond Brown has also been noted as 
‘One to Watch’.

Since its launch in 2017 the Private Client Elite has 
become a highly respected global directory of the 
world’s premier private client and trust, and estates 
litigation lawyers as well as identifying the ‘ones to 
watch’ within the industry.

From the thousands of entries received this year 
only 294 lawyers have been recommended as ‘Glob-
al Elite’ and 136 as ‘Ones to Watch’. Those individ-
uals recognised are determined by a number of 
contributing factors including; recommendations 

received from the global legal community, their in-
ternational networks including the jurisdictions in 
which they are qualified and in which they under-
take cross-border work, and their overall experi-
ence, effectiveness and commitment to client ser-
vice.

Carlos commented ‘It is a signi�icant collective 
achievement to be recognised in Legal Week’s Private 
Client Global Elite directory. It highlights the capabil-
ities of our highly experienced Private Client & Trust 
team across our global network and our commitment 
to continually developing our services to offer clients 
the �lexible and effective solutions required to meet 
their needs’.

Appleby are a full service law �irm providing com-
prehensive, expert advice and services across corpo-
rate, dispute resolution, property, regulatory and pri-
vate client and trusts practice areas.

To �ind out more about Appleby’s services, visit: ap-
plebyglobal.com 

APPLEBY LAWYERS RECOGNISED IN THE 
PRIVATE CLIENT GLOBAL ELITE DIRECTORY

  Cayman partner and Global Head of Private Client and 
Trusts, Carlos de Serpa Pimental

The Michelmores Trust Advisory 
Group is returning to Grand Cayman for 
a second year running to host a semi-
nar for Cayman Islands private wealth 
professionals - the seminar will look at 
those issues that are likely to be a con-
cern for trustees in the future.

Michelmore’s International Trust 
Advisory Group is headed by Jonathan 
Riley, Jennifer Ridgway and Sacha Pick-
ering who will all be in Cayman for the 
event.

Jonathan Riley, Head of Private Wealth 
at Michelmores, said:

“Following the success of our 2018 
conference, we are delighted to be re-
turning to Cayman again this year. We 
continue to see this as an opportunity to 
strengthen our ties with the many lead-
ing lawyers and private wealth advisors 
in the jurisdiction and look forward to 
welcoming familiar faces to our event in 
September.”

Joining Michelmores for the sem-
inar will be William East, Barrister 
from 5 Stone Buildings and Shân War-
nock-Smith QC from ICT Chambers in 
Grand Cayman. Ms Warnock-Smith is 

one of the leading silks in her �ield and 
will be chairing the event again this year.

William East will outline the impor-
tance for trustees of recent develop-
ments in the principles of estoppel. 
Jennifer Ridgway and Sacha Pickering 
will explore the legal and practical con-

siderations when dealing with insolvent 
trusts and how to manage the risks, and 
with the increasing demand for 'invest-
ing for good' Jonathan Riley will consid-
er how trustees might mange questions 
arising from their involvement in im-
pact investing.

The team will also provide an update 
on U.K. tax issues for Cayman trustees and 
will examine a range of planning opportu-
nities for trusts and their bene�iciaries.

The event will be taking place at the 
Kimpton Sea�ire Resort on Tuesday 24 
September and is free to attend. 

Michelmores' International Trust Advisory 
Group returns to host seminar in Grand Cayman

  Jonathan Riley, Head of Private Wealth at Michelmores

... Continued story from page A1
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RCIPS & DOE Remind Iguana Cullers of Responsibilities
The Royal Cayman Islands Police Service and De-

partment of Environment are issuing a reminder to 
registered iguana cullers and members of the pub-
lic regarding the requirements and responsibilities 
of iguana cullers participating in the DOE’s ongoing 
Green Iguana Cull.

Firstly, all iguana cullers who are using �irearms 
(air ri�les) for the purposes of the cull are required 
to place signs prominently in the area where they 
will be discharging the �irearm. These signs are to 
indicate that they are conducting a cull in that area. 
Cullers using air ri�les must also wear a high-visibility 
vest identifying them as an iguana culler. Most impor-
tantly, any culler using an air ri�le must have a valid 
�irearms license issued by the RCIPS. Simply having 
a culling license does not automatically entitle you to 
use an air ri�le.

All iguana cullers must secure permission from prop-
erty owners before entering onto any private property 
to conduct a cull, whether or not they are using an air 
ri�le.

The RCIPS and DOE are also encouraging members 
of the public to contact the RCIPS if they witness any 
culler who is in breach of these requirements.

“We have had recent reports of cullers trespassing 
on private property or �iring air ri�les without display-
ing the proper signage,” said Inspector Courtney Myles, 
head of the RCIPS Community Policing Department. 
“We want members of the public to know that we take 
any reports of trespass or �iring air ri�les illegally very 
seriously. For the cullers, just remember that having a 
license does not exempt you from following the law. 
Any such offenses will be investigated and dealt with 
accordingly.”

The DoE acknowledged that, partly due to the suc-
cess of the cull, cullers may be facing increased dif�i-
culty in maintaining their numbers, but stressed that 
their requirements remain unchanged.

“We sympathize with the fact that things are tougher 
now with the reduced number of greens in the wild and 
that people may be tempted to take shortcuts,” said Fed 
Burton, manager of the DOE’s Terrestrial Resources Unit, 
who oversees the Green Iguana Cull. “However there is 
no excuse for failure to follow the guidelines put in place 
for registered cullers. Such failures will not be tolerated 
and, if caught, your culling license will be revoked.”

The DOE is also reminding cullers to be mindful of 
receiving iguanas from third parties.

“You are responsible for the conduct of anyone who 
provides you with iguanas that you submit for the 
Green Iguana Cull,” said Mr. Burton. “If they are found 
to be breaching the requirements in culling iguanas, 
you may be the one who ends up penalized.”

“We have seen great success with the Green Iguana 
Cull, which is now in its eleventh month, and we look 
forward to working with the public and our cullers to 
ensure that the same standards are upheld going for-
ward, for the continued success of the program and, 
most importantly, the safety of the public,” Mr. Burton 
added. 

Unmarked Police Vehicle Involved in Traffi  c Collision
At about 9:30AM on Wednesday, 12 

September, an unmarked police ve-
hicle was involved in a single-vehicle 

collision on Bodden Road in George 
Town. The vehicle was travelling west-
bound along Bodden Road with lights 

and sirens activated, when it maneu-
vered to avoid a collision with a pri-
vate vehicle and, as a result, struck a 

utility pole. No one was injured in the 
collision and the matter is under in-
vestigation. 

P O L I C E  N E W S

By Mike Jarvis London UK

The enormity of the task facing the 
Bahamas is daunting to say the least, as 
it tries to pick up the pieces from deadly 
Hurricane Dorian.

But, it's a task that must be tackled 
head on.

Indications are that the initial para-
lysing shock of the horri�ic scale of the 
disaster is now giving way to a resolve 
to rebuild.

50 people are so far con�irmed to have 
died in the storm. Around 1,300 are still 
missing, a number scaled back from a 
previous estimate of 2,500.

That was a welcome piece of good 
news for the country whose northern is-
lands of Abaco and Grand Bahama were 
quite literally sat on by the ferocious 
hurricane which made landfall on Sep-
tember 1st.

In the ensuing 48 hours of relent-
lessly pounding 180 to 200mph winds, 
incessant rain and 20ft storm surges, 
Hurricane Dorian would rip up weath-
er records as it ripped the islands apart, 
especially Abaco.

Records now show that it was the 
most powerful storm to have made 
landfall in the Atlantic hurricane zone.

Early damage estimates are already 
running into the multi-billions.

The destruction is on an apocalyptic 
scale, especially on Abaco and Grand 
Bahama.

While the local government grapples 
with the huge task of recovery and re-
building, �irst priorities are aid, food and 
shelter for the survivors, most of whom 
have lost everything.

The regional and global response to 
the plight of the battered tourist para-
dise has been swift and generous.

Among those leading the relief effort 
are the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Caricom, the Canadian and Dutch 
governments, the United Nations, and 
individual Caribbean countries includ-
ing the Cayman Islands.

The RCIPS helicopter has been de-
ployed to the disaster-stricken country 
where it has been carrying out medevac 
services and other relief support.

The initial emphasis on search and 
rescue is now shifting to “recovery, sta-
bilisation and restoration”, according to 
Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert Innis in 
a timely and touching national address 
this week.

His administration had come under 
early pressure for shortcomings in the 
coordination of the rescue operation in 

the immediate aftermath of the devas-
tating Category 5 storm.

“There have been problems in the co-
ordination of this aid,” Prime Minister 
Minnis admitted, “due to the magnitude 
of this devastation.”

But he gave an assurance that efforts 
were being intensi�ied to get to grips 
with the situation.

“I understand the deep frustration of 
those who have had to deal with bureau-
cratic roadblocks.

“We are aggressively shredding the 
red tape that is frustrating many who 
want to help,” he declared.

But where that red tape is being 
‘shredded’ in the Bahamas, it was being 
�irmly embedded by its chief disaster re-
lief benefactor, the United States.

President Donald Trump, who was 
has been highly praised by the Bahami-
an leader for the swiftness of the US re-
sponse, has come in for harsh criticism 
for his choice of language is addressing 
concerns about an exodus of hurricane 
refugees from the Bahamas to nearby 
Florida.

Many persons left destitute by Hurri-
cane Dorian were taken the short dis-
tance to Miami, in what was hailed as a 
magnanimous humanitarian gesture by 
American authorities, business enter-
prise and private citizens.

But their efforts at evacuation were 
rather crudely and abruptly shut down 
by President Trump.

“Look, the Bahamas had some tre-
mendous problems with people going 
to the Bahamas that weren't supposed 
to be there. I don't want to allow people 
that weren't supposed to be in the Baha-
mas to come in to the United States, in-
cluding some very bad people and some 
very bad gang members and some very 

very bad drug dealers,” the American 
president declared.

His comments was seen as directed 
mainly at the Haitian community in the 
Bahamas, many of whom are known to 
be illegal economic migrants.

It’s also feared that many of those who 
lost their lives in the storm, and most of 
those missing, especially on the island of 
Abaco, were undocumented Haitians.

The regrettable tone of President 
Trump’s statement has been con-
demned as another example of his an-
ti-immigrant posturing and particularly 
badly timed especially as US border con-
trol of�icials had assured that effective 
vetting procedures were in place.

There’s no question that the Bahamas 
has had a massive challenge with illegal 
immigration, especially within the coun-
try’s sizeable Haitian community.

Prime Minister himself was previously 
criticised for using ill-advised language 
in stating his country’s non-participation 
in the Caricom free movement project.

Caricom was among the �irst to go the 
aid of the Bahamas after Hurricane Do-
rian.

It’s clear that the disaster has laid 
bare the scale of the issue of politely 
termed undocumented migrants (illegal 
immigrants) in the Bahamas.

They might never be able to account 
for many of the missing, and identifying 
some of the dead could be a major task 
if they were ‘undocumented’.

It has also been reported that the US 
has denied Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) to people from the Bahamas dis-
placed by Hurricane Dorian, according 
to US media reports.

The status would have allowed Baha-
mians to work and live in the U.S. until 
the emergency at home subsides.

TPS was also granted to Monsterra-
tians �leeing their erupting Soufriere 
Hills volcano in the 1990s, victims of 
Haiti’s 2010 earthquake, and other 
countries.

It's being discontinued for Haiti and is 
being reviewed on a country-by-country 
basis.

Hurricane Dorian is throwing up an-
other challenge to the Bahamas that’s 
already surfacing in the area of foreign 
relations.

While there has yet been no clear in-
dication of the extent to which China 
might get involved in the country's dis-
aster recovery and rebuilding, the stage 
is already been set for a major power-
play of in�luences.

With billions in foreign aid needed to 
rebuild on Grand Bahama and Abaco, 
some observers are already looking at 
a potential hearts and minds tug-of-war 
between the two global superpowers.

China is already heavily invested in 
the Bahamas in ports, other infrastruc-
ture and business interests. The US has 
a vested interest in China's presence and 
in�luence on its doorstep.

How the Bahamas navigates the al-
ready choppy waters of international 
relations between Beijing and Washing-
ton is left to be seen as it undertakes the 
mammoth task of rebuilding as it needs 
all the help it can get.

For the moment the priorities are 
shelter, food and security in the wake of 
destructive Hurricane Dorian…and bat-
tening down the hatches once more.

There’s another storm heading to-
wards the Bahamas.

Though forecast not to be on the scale 
of Dorian, it’s nevertheless the last thing 
they need right now. 

THE BAHAMAS BATTLES BACK

  Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert Innis

  Hurricane Dorian destruction

  Hurricane Dorian destruction
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CARIBBEAN AIRLINES TO START SERVICE 
BETWEEN KINGSTON, JAMAICA AND 

HAVANA, CUBA FROM NOVEMBER 6, 2019
Caribbean Airlines announces the 

start of twice weekly non-stop service 
between Kingston, Jamaica and Havana, 
Cuba from November 06, 2019.

This new �light will operate on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, using a Boe-
ing 737-800 NG aircraft, with a seating 
capacity of 150, adding 300 seats per 
week to both markets.

In commenting on the new route, 
Garvin Medera, Caribbean Airlines Chief 
Executive Of�icer stated: “Caribbean 
Airlines is committed to strengthening 
connectivity in the region and we are 
expanding our northern hub in Jamai-
ca. We are thrilled to start this non-
stop service between Kingston and Ha-
vana, Cuba from November 06, 2019. 
This new �light will operate twice per 
week on Wednesday and Friday, using 
our Boeing 737-800 NG aircraft, with a 
seating capacity of 150. We are working 
closely with our valued stakeholders to 
ensure that this route is a success”.

This latest launch follows the start of 
twice weekly non-stop service between 

Kingston and Barbados, which began 
in April and the introduction of service 
between Kingston and Grand Cayman 
which commences on October 29.

Caribbean Airlines is making regional 
travel easier and more convenient and 
customers can look forward to special 
fares between Kingston and Havana 
from as low as USD 139 oneway (before 
taxes).

Cuba is the Caribbean's largest is-
land and it is rich in history and cul-
ture. The island is almost 800 miles 
from end to end, with a population 
around 11.48 million and some of the 
Caribbean’s most dazzling beaches. 
Cuba’s depth and diversity make it one 
of the most fascinating countries in 
the region.

Flights for travel to Havana, Cuba on 
Caribbean Airlines are available for 
sale at Caribbean Airlines ticket of�ices 
and via www.caribbean-airlines.com 
and the Caribbean Airlines Mobile App, 
which is available for free download via 
the Apple Store and Google Play. 

  Caribbean Airlines Boeing 737

CARIBBEAN AIRLINES PROPOSED SCHEDULE BETWEEN 
KINGSTON AND HAVANA, CUBA

 

This release has been issued by Caribbean Airlines Limited                                                                                              
Corporate Communications Department. 

Tel: 868.669.3000 ext. 2255  
Email:corpcomm@caribbean-airlines.com 

Website: www.caribbean-airlines.com 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
CARIBBEAN AIRLINES TO START SERVICE BETWEEN KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA AND HAVANA, CUBA FROM NOVEMBER 6, 2019 
  
Piarco, Trinidad and Tobago, W.I., September 11, 2019 -Caribbean Airlines announces 
the start of twice weekly non-stop service between Kingston, Jamaica and Havana, Cuba 
from November 06, 2019.  
  
This new flight will operate on Wednesdays and Fridays, using a Boeing 737-800 NG 
aircraft, with a seating capacity of 150, adding 300 seats per week to both markets.   
 

CARIBBEAN AIRLINES PROPOSED SCHEDULE BETWEEN  
KINGSTON AND HAVANA, CUBA 

 
FLIGHT FREQUENCY ORIGIN DESTINATION DEPART ARRIVE 

BW 007 WEDNESDAY KINGSTON HAVANA 8:05 A.M. 9:45 A.M. 

BW 006 WEDNESDAY HAVANA KINGSTON 10:45 A.M. 12:25 P.M. 

BW 007 FRIDAY KINGSTON HAVANA 8:05 A.M. 9:45 A.M. 

BW 006 FRIDAY HAVANA KINGSTON 10:45 A.M. 12:25 P.M. 

 
In commenting on the new route, Garvin Medera, Caribbean Airlines Chief Executive Officer 
stated: “Caribbean Airlines is committed to strengthening connectivity in the region and we 
are expanding our northern hub in Jamaica.  We are thrilled to start this non-stop service 
between Kingston and Havana, Cuba from November 06, 2019. This new flight will operate 
twice per week on Wednesday and Friday, using our Boeing 737-800 NG aircraft, with a 
seating capacity of 150.  We are working closely with our valued stakeholders to ensure that 
this route is a success”.   
  
This latest launch follows the start of twice weekly non-stop service between Kingston and 
Barbados, which began in April and the introduction of service between Kingston and Grand 
Cayman which commences on October 29. 
  
Caribbean Airlines is making regional travel easier and more convenient and customers can 
look forward to special fares between Kingston and Havana from as low as USD 139 one-
way (before taxes). 
  
Cuba is the Caribbean's largest island and it is rich in history and culture. The island is 
almost 800 miles from end to end, with a population around 11.48 million and some of the 
Caribbean’s most dazzling beaches. Cuba’s depth and diversity make it one of the most 
fascinating countries in the region. 
 
Flights for travel to Havana, Cuba on Caribbean Airlines are available for sale at Caribbean 
Airlines ticket offices and via www.caribbean-airlines.com and the Caribbean Airlines Mobile 
App, which is available for free download via the Apple Store and Google Play.  
 

-END- 
 
About Caribbean Airlines 
Caribbean Airlines was established on September 27, 2006 and commenced operations on January 01, 2007.  It is an authentic 
Caribbean airline which provides passenger and cargo services. The airline’s professional teams offer a genuine Caribbean 
experience on all its services and actively demonstrate the warmth of the islands both on and off the aircraft. Caribbean Airlines 
operates more than 600 weekly flights to 21 destinations in the Caribbean and North and South America. The airline’s fleet is 
comprised of Boeing 737-800 and ATR72-600 aircraft. Jointly owned by the people of Trinidad & Tobago and Jamaica, 
headquartered in Trinidad and Tobago, and with an operational base in Jamaica, Caribbean Airlines employs more than 1600 people. 
 
The airline is a member of the International Air Transport Association (IATA) and is recognized as an IATA Operational Safety Audit 
qualified airline. It is a certified FAA repair station as per regulation 145. For more information on Caribbean Airlines, visit 
www.caribbean-airlines.com. Follow Caribbean Airlines on Facebook: www.facebook.com/caribbeanairlines and on Twitter 
@iflycaribbean 

Guyana has joined six other Amazoni-
an countries in signing a pact to protect 
the Amazon, the world’s largest tropi-
cal forest, at the time when it is under 
threat from �ires.

The pact, signed by heads of states 
and other senior ministers of Guyana, 
Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, Suri-
name and Brazil in Letecia, Colombia 
aims to coordinate disaster response 
and satellite monitoring.

Guyana’s Minister of Natural Re-
sources Raphael Trotman, who repre-

sented President David Granger at the 
signing, pointed out that the continuing 
inferno in the Amazon – “two-thirds of 
which is in Brazil, and the reason for us 
being here” – threatens the rainforest 
eco-system and also affects the entire 
globe.

“The effects of damage to the Amazon 
go far beyond Brazil and its neighbours. 
We are the lungs of the earth, we must all 
breathe to live. Therefore, our presence 
here is in recognition of the value and im-
portance of the Amazon, and the Guiana 

Shield, and our role as custodians, stew-
ards and guardians of it,” he asserted.

The Amazon is the world’s largest 
rainforest which produces approxi-
mately 20 per cent of earth’s oxygen 
and spans eight countries, including 
Guyana.

It covers 40 per cent of South Ameri-
ca, is inhabited by 30 million people and 
is home to vast numbers of mammals, 
birds, amphibians and reptiles, most of 
them, unique to the region. New plant or 
animal species are discovered at a rate 
of one every two days in the Amazon. 

Prime Minister Dr Hubert Minnis says 
a national day of mourning must be held 
to properly mourn those who died as a 
result of Hurricane Dorian.

The count is now at least 50.
His announcement came during a visit 

to Grand Bahama, where he held a press 
brie�ing and was updated by all of the 
relevant agencies on Grand Bahama as 
they continued the relief effort on the 
island, which was severely impacted 
by Category 5 Hurricane Dorian as it 
passed through Abaco and Grand Baha-
ma on September 1.

“I will be making a national address, 
during which time I will ask for a Na-
tional Day of mourning and for �lags to 
be �lown at half-mast in honor of those 
individuals who have died during this 
devastation,” said Prime Minister Minn-
is.

“I want to extend condolences to those 
individuals who have lost loved ones.”

The Prime Minister acknowledged no-
body could have predicted exactly what 
kind of devastation Hurricane Dorian 
would have left behind once it passed 
over the islands: “But what I can say is 
that the entire international community 
is with us. “They have been assisting us 
from day one. They have made commit-
ments that they will assist us in rebuild-
ing our country.”

He noted that not only was the Unit-
ed States there to lend their support to 
The Bahamas, but the entire CARICOM 
community also reached out and offered 

assistance in the form of monetary as-
sistance, man-power and advice.

Addressing the complaints by many 
about the decision to close the country’s 
air space (particularly over Grand Baha-
ma and Abaco), Prime Minister Minnis 
said that in spite of the criticism, he holds 
�irm to the decision, calling it the right 
one in the face of the circumstances.

“We wanted to limit the amount of air-
craft �lying over these islands to human-
itarian aircraft only,” said Prime Minis-
ter Minnis. “There would have been a 
lot of negativity regarding that and a lot 
of people have complained. But we did 
that because we felt that there would 
have been too much people using the 
opportunity to �ly over these islands just 
for sightseeing purposes.

“If that happened, it would �irst of all, 
hinder the work of those humanitarian 
aircraft coming in to assist and deliver 
aid.Secondly, because the towers at both 
Abaco and Grand Bahama are down, 
having so many aircraft �ly over at the 
same time could have possibly result in 
midair collision, which would have been 
another disaster on our hands.”

Recalling a personal experience re-
cently, Minnis said that during a trip to 
Abaco to view the devastation there, the 
airplane (which was carrying him, the 
Prime Minister of St. Lucia, Prime Min-
ister of Barbados, Chairman and Secre-
tary General of CARICOM, the Bahamian 
Commissioner of Police and others) had 
to suddenly drop its altitude because an-

other aircraft was on a collision course 
with their aircraft and the plane was not 
responding to the Bahamasair pilot.

“That’s the perfect example of why we 
had to make the decision to close the 
airspace to aircraft not involved in Hu-
manitarian aid,” the Prime Minister said.

During the press brie�ing, the Prime 
Minister was given a rundown on the 
efforts being made by various agencies 
in the restoration process. He also heard 

from Island Administrators for all of the 
constituencies in Grand Bahama and 
how the storm affected their respec-
tive communities and the people within 
them.

“I want to thank you all for the excel-
lent work that you’re doing, because 
without your support, con�idence and 
ability in the aftermath of this terrible 
event, the death toll could have been 
much higher,” he said. 

Guyana Signs Historic Pact to Protect Amazon Forest

  (Left to right): Brazilian Foreign Minister Ernesto Araujo, Bolivia’s President Evo Morales, 
Peru’s President Martin Vizcarra, Colombia’s President Ivan Duque, Ecuador’s President 
Ivan Moreno, Suriname’s Vice President Michael Ashwin Adhin and Minister Trotman in 
Letecia, Colombia at the historic signing

Bahamas Prime Minister to Call for National 
Day of Mourning for Hurricane Dorian Victims

  Upon his arrival at the Emergency Operation Center, which is tasked with the job of coordi-
nating hurricane relief efforts on Grand Bahama, Prime Minister Dr Hubert Minnis took time 
to speak with some of the volunteers at the EOC. Left of the Prime Minister is Minister of 
State for Grand Bahama, Senator Kwasi Thompson. (Photo credit: BIS/Yontalay Bowe)
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Bahamas fear 
‘staggering’ death toll
Bahamas emergency services have 

listed 2,500 people as missing after 
Hurricane Dorian struck the islands two 
weeks ago.

This of�icial count suggests the �i-
nal death toll will be in the hundreds, 
though the number of missing has yet 
to be checked against those in shelters. 
Tens of thousands of people remain in 
need of aid.

Dorian equalled the highest winds 
ever recorded for a hurricane at landfall 
when it struck the Abaco Islands. Large 
areas were devastated on the Abacos 
and on Grand Bahama.

Bahamas of�icials concede the death 
toll could be "staggering". Aid and gov-
ernment of�icials say about 5,000 peo-

ple have been evacuated from the two 
hardest hit island groups. Some 6,000 
to 7,000 remain, according to a report 
by the UN World Food Programme. Over 
76,000 people have been affected. Hun-
dreds of people are being housed in tem-
porary shelters in the capital, Nassau.

Emergency workers plan to build 
two tent cities around Marsh Harbour 
on Great Abaco Island. The town was 
devastated by the hurricane, which �lat-
tened shanty towns known as the Mudd 
and Pigeon Peas.

Some residents have complained that 
aid has been too slow to arrive, but the 
Bahamas government has defended its 
operations and denied covering up the 
true death toll. 

Guyana excited by oil �ind
Guyana is anticipating the an-

nouncement of another major oil �ind 
within a few days which will signi�i-
cantly boost the country’s economy. 
Guyana’s chief investment of�icial 
made the announcement at the SPE 
Offshore Europe conference in Aber-
deen, Scotland.

"There have been some big discov-
eries and, by Friday we will be an-
nouncing another one", said Owen 
Verway, CEO of the Guyana Of�ice for 
Investment, adding that he could not 
give more details. "We are one of the 
hottest destinations for the oil and gas 
industry right now and that is set to 
continue."

The frontier province has been 
among the most successful upstream 

hotspots for the industry. Since 2015, 
ExxonMobil and its partners have 
made 13 discoveries offshore Guyana 
totalling around 5.5 billion barrels.

The oil �inds are expected to boost 
Guyana’s economy amid ongoing polit-
ical uncertainty. In December, the Da-
vid Granger administration suffered a 
vote of no-con�idence but a promised 
election in a population of 770,000 has 
been repeatedly delayed by appeals 
and voter registration issues.

"GDP is going to double in a mat-
ter of 17 months," said Mr Verway. "I 
do not believe another country in the 
world has experienced that speed of 
growth in the last century." In 2018, 
Guyana’s GDP grew by 3.4pc to $3.6bn, 
according to the World Bank. 

Dominica PM given 
deadline over accounts

Dominica’s Leader of the 
Opposition United Workers 
Party Lennox Linton has giv-
en Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit until Friday, Sept. 20, 
to account for monies from 
Dominica’s Citizenship by In-
vestment Programme which 
he insists has not been prop-
erly accounted for.

Mr Linton made the an-
nouncement while address-
ing UWP supporters and 
concerned Dominicans at a 
public meeting in Lagon, Ro-
seau. The meeting formed 
part of an ongoing campaign 
to get Mr Skerrit to proper-
ly account for EC$1.2 billion 
(KY$370,000) of revenue 
generated through the CBI 
Programme for the �inancial year 
2018-19, which was not included in 
the National Budget of 2019-20.

Mr Linton said: “Tonight we say, 
Roosevelt Skerrit has until Sept. 20 
to tell us where our money has gone. 
This is a man who has been Finance 
Minister for 15 years; the same man 
who has sat on the Monetary Council 
of the Eastern Caribbean Currency 

Union for 15 years, and you want to 
tell me that he cannot give us a single 
one-page report about our passport 
money that was picked up? It is not 
your money.”

However, the UWP leader did not say 
what the next course of action would 
be, should the PM not reveal the infor-
mation by that deadline. Mr Skerrit did 
not initially respond. 

Jamaican suicides 
mostly by men

Jamaica is alarmed at the dis-
proportionate number of males 
who are committing suicide 
compared to females. Accord-
ing to police data, 61 people 
committed suicide in Jamaica 
last year in a population of 2.9 
million. Of that number, 56 were 
males and �ive females.

Forty of those males commit-
ted suicide by hanging. Ingest-
ing poison was the second high-
est method used. St Ann was 
listed as the police division with 
the highest number of reported 
suicides for 2018.

“Hanging is what is most com-
mon. Majority of those in Jamai-
ca die by hanging,” said Dr Do-
novan Thomas, founder and president 
of Choose Life International.

Dr Thomas, addressing a press con-
ference in Kingston on Sept. 11, World 
Suicide Prevention Day, pointed out that 
most people who commit suicide in Ja-
maica are men in the 25-44 age range, 
most of whom are single. Of note is that 
while more women attempt suicide, 
more men follow through.

“Let’s talk about the risk factors: a 
history of substance abuse, people with 

disability, physical disabilities or illness, 
recent death of family or close friends, 
exposure to bullying, sexual abuse, and 
mental health condition,” Dr Thomas 
said.

He added that among the high-risk 
groups are “people with easy access to 
harmful means of death, relationship 
problems, and that usually leads to mur-
der suicide, previous suicide attempt, 
hopelessness, and a desire to escape 
their present realities”. 

Trinidad worried by 
‘Zesser Pill’

The Trinidad and Tobago government 
and police are concerned at the prolifer-
ation of a new drug labelled the “Zesser 
Pill” that has been blamed for causing 
alarming physical and mental reaction 
in users. The fear is that it could perma-
nently damage users or even kill them.

The Ministry of National Security said 
that the drug is being sold for as little as 
the equivalent of KY$1.5.

“This drug has been attributed to 
causing severe adverse (physical and 
mental) behavioural reactions in users,” 
National Security Minister Stuart Young 
said. “The Ministry of National Security 
continues to urge the public to avoid the 
use of any substances with psychoac-
tive properties, in the interest of their 
health, safety and wellbeing.”

The drug is thought to be a combina-
tion of ecstasy and cocaine. “It is in a 
powder form and it is also designed to 
look like sweets,” Mr Young said, adding 
“we are critically concerned about it and 
we are doing all in our power to get that 
dangerous drug off the street.”

Anti-substance abuse activist, Garth 
St Clair, recently warned that the vid-

eo going viral on social media showing 
young people passed out at the Hasely 
Crawford Stadium following a party, 
was troubling and urged youngsters to 
abstain from taking the drug that could 
kill them. 

Barbados gets latest 
upscale resort

Barbados-based Ele-
gant Hotels Group has 
announced plans to con-
vert its popular Tama-
rind beach resort into a 
“premium all-inclusive 
resort.”

The West Coast prop-
erty will of�icially re-
launch as an all-inclu-
sive on Oct. 1, making it 
the fourth all-inclusive 
in Elegant’s resort port-
folio in Barbados.

“We are delighted 
about our much beloved Tamarind 
hotel’s conversion to an all-inclusive 
resort. We see enormous potential for 
Tamarind under the popular all-inclu-
sive model,” said Sunil Chatrani, CEO 
of Elegant Hotels Group. “We are ex-
cited about the prospect of the resort 
complementing our existing portfolio 
and attract discerning families seek-
ing an active all-inclusive adventure 
holiday.

In a cool touch, Tamarind’s all-in-
clusive programme will also mean a 

curated dinner menu at the adjacent 
Daphne’s restaurants, one of the most 
celebrated restaurants in Barbados.

The 101-room resort on Barbados’ 
tony Platinum Coast will mean unlim-
ited all-day options at the Sugar Cane 
Room and the 246 Bar & Restaurant.

Other inclusions at Tamarind will 
non-motorised water sports, themed 
dining, free Wi-Fi and beach and pool 
“ambassador” service. Tamarind also 
boasts an adults-only pool, a �itness 
centre and a boutique spa. 

  Emergency services in the Bahamas have a huge task

  Guyana relies heavily on its oil revenues

  Dangerous Zesser Pills cost only $1.5

  Tamarind resort is now an all-inclusive

  Lennox Linton wants to see the PM’s accounts

  Dr Donovan Thomas is worried by Jamaica’s 
suicide rate
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Books
Branch
Browse
Catalogue
Chairs
Checkout
Code numbers
Computers
Dewey
Due date
Fines
Journals

Library card
Membership
Newspapers
Periodicals
Return
Search
Shelves
Tables
Tapes
Videos
Whisper
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UWI SHORT PROFESSIONAL COURSES

1. Computer Literacy
2. Introduction to early childhood 

education
3. Caring For the Elderly
4. Ethics and Legal Aspects in the 

Care of the Elderly
5. Introduction to Counseling
6. Spanish
7. Community Policing
8. Office Management
9. Human Resource Management
10. Microsoft excel
11. Facilities management
12. Supervisory Management
13. Business Writing and 

Communication
14. Entrepreneurship & Small Business 

Management

• Internationally Recognized
• Accredited Certification
• Flexible class scheduling
• Classes only $300 per unit
• Payment plans available

Apply for 
our Degree

programmes at
apply.open.uwi.edu

Contact Paulette Chotan
Tel. No.: 345-946-8322

Email: cayman@open.uwi.edu
Registration Ongoing
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