
The Leader of the Opposition on Friday wrote to the Pre-
mier to urge him to immediately halt undertaking any fur-
ther contractual obligations in relation to the Cruise Berth-
ing Facility Project and to highlight a growing pattern of 
autocratic governance.

Mr McLean, Leader of the Opposition said, “I have add-
ed the voice of the Opposition to calls for the Government 
to immediately halt undertaking any further contractual 
obligations in relation to the Cruise Berthing Facility Pro-
ject. It is the only responsible course of action to take and 
Wednesday’s announcement that “a historic milestone has 
been reached in the procurement process” adds urgency 
to the case.

Our Constitution which was approved by most voters al-
lows for a People Initiated Referendum to be triggered by a 
25% threshold. This threshold was set to discourage frivo-
lous referendums and both the Premier and I wholeheart-
edly supported and campaigned for that provision in 2009.
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Opposition urges 
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Last weekend was a time of celebration for the 
Adventist Church in the Cayman Islands as the 
faithful gathered at the humble East End Church to 
commemorate the denomination’s unheralded ar-
rival 125 years ago.

The local Adventist church traces its beginning to 
the return to Cayman in 1894 of the Islands’ �irst 
Adventist convert, East End native Gilbert Magdaly 

McLaughlin, the great grandfather of Premier Al-
den McLaughlin.

The weekend-long celebrations began with a ser-
vice on Friday night (May 31) and continued through-
out Saturday, concluding with a social event at the 
district’s Heritage Park on Saturday night (June 1).

  Showing his pride in the accomplishments of the founder of the Adventist Church in the Cayman Islands, Pastor 
Reinaldo Dracket, president of the Cayman Islands Adventist Conference, displays a framed photograph of Gilbert 
Magdaly McLaughlin. The photograph now hangs proudly in the lobby of the church in East End, the birthplace of 
Adventism in the Cayman Islands. At right is Mrs. Nelda Rose Dracket.

... Continued story on page A5

... Continued story on page A2

  Leader of the Opposition, Hon Arden McLean
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It is therefore deeply disappointing 
that instead of welcoming the partic-
ipatory involvement of the electorate, 
the Government is further entrenching 
its position to press on. For the Govern-
ment to so wilfully disregard the hard-
work and dedication of our fellow Cay-
manians, is a sucker-punch to the most 
basic principles of democracy and the 
spirit of good governance.

The Government’s continued actions 
also potentially exposes the public 
purse to �inancial penalties. We have 
already been down that road with the 
GLF �iasco and don’t need a repeat. The 
Caymanian people have already paid the 
price and seen �irst-hand what happens 
when decisions are rushed without the 
proper governance structure in place.

Plans by the Government to stack the 
Public Accounts Committee with 4 gov-
ernment members and only 1 opposi-
tion member means that no objective 
scrutiny will be allowed during a period 
of some of our largest capital projects 
to date. Couple with the failure to bring 
into effect the Procurement Law and the 
Standards in Public Life, a worrying pat-
tern is emerging.

As agents of democracy, we must 
sometimes stop and take a pause, (in-
convenient as this may be for the Gov-
ernment), until the will and wishes of 
our electorate can be made constitu-
tionally clear. Our people rightly expect 
their Government to govern with integ-
rity, transparency and accountability. 
Anything less, is a disservice to our resi-
dents and the democratic principles we 
are meant to uphold.” 

Leader of the Opposition 
urges Premier to halt 

port project
... Continued story from page A1

Information on 
Scheduled Outage

Area : Sea View Road
Date : Tuesday, January 11, 2019
Time : 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
CUC advises customers on Sea View 

Road in East End that they will expe-
rience interruptions to their electrical 
service on Tuesday, June 11 between 
8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Areas affected include all customers 
from the junction with Frank Sound 
Road and Sea View Road to Health 
City Cayman Islands including Cedar 
Lane, Tangelo Lane and Stirling Lane. 
Health City will not be affected by this 
outage.

Motorists are asked to drive with cau-
tion when utilising Sea View Road as 
CUC will have a number of vehicles and 
personnel in the area.

CUC apologises for this interruption, 
which is necessary to facilitate required 
overhead infrastructure upgrades to 
provide our customers with safe, relia-
ble and ef�icient power.

For more information on the out-
age and streets affected, please contact 
CUC’s Customer Service Team at 949-
5200 or e-mail service@cuc.ky. 

Advertise your JOBS here
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Only 48 hours’ notice required

Call 916-2000
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Paving the way for improvements to 
what he termed a “haven in the midst of 
bustling George Town”, Premier Alden 
McLaughlin told the Legislative Assem-
bly last week that the Government had 
signed a peppercorn licence with the 
Central Scranton Community Commit-
tee to allow members of the commit-
tee to enhance and improve that public 
space.

Government purchased the Scranton 
Central Park, some 1.4 acres in central 
George Town off Shedden Road, at the 
end of 2019 with a view to giving lo-
cal residents the opportunity to enjoy 
the public space. Now that the licence 
agreement has been signed, the Central 
Scranton Community Committee had 
permission to occupy, manage and carry 

out improvements to the original park 
site, plus land situated at Block 14CJ 
Parcels 22, 121 and part of 182, which is 
1.4 acres off Myles Lane in George Town.

Having undertaken an extensive 
clean-up operation in the area earlier 
this year, the Committee had a variety 
of ideas and proposals to develop and 
improve park facilities for the local com-
munity and the general public, Premier 
McLaughlin stated. To help it achieve its 
goals, the Committee intended to seek 
volunteer donations of materials and 
labour.

“I have every con�idence they will be 
successful,” he said.

Premier McLaughlin said he appreci-
ated the passion of the members of the 
Central Scranton Community Commit-

tee and thanked them for the diligence 
in working with Government to develop 
a solution that was a win for all involved.

The Premier outlined how the space 
had traditionally been an important 
gathering spot for the local community, 
as a spot to celebrate special events and 
birthday parties, as well as enjoy bas-
ketball games.

“Now, with the purchase of the land 
and the signing of the peppercorn licence 
with the Scranton Central Committee, 
residents in the community and the pub-
lic at large can rest assured that an en-
larged Scranton Park will continue to be 
this haven in the midst of bustling George 
Town,” Premier McLaughlin con�irmed.

The Premier said the move to em-
power the Committee to enhance their 

environment was in keeping with Gov-
ernment’s focus on enhancing public 
spaces, noting its efforts to enhance 
Smith Barcadere, create the South 
Sound Board Walk and purchase prop-
erty in the Prospect area for a public 
park for the Red Bay and Prospect com-
munities.

Premier McLaughlin thanked specif-
ic members of the Committee for their 
hard work, namely Dale Ramoon, Luci-
lle Seymour, Anthony Ramoon, Cheryl 
Myles, Christine Burke-Richardson and 
Donna Wilson.

Suggestions for the park’s improve-
ment include enhancing the basketball 
court, creating a picnic area and estab-
lishing stalls for the sale of local pro-
duce. 

Scranton Central Park 
development gets green light

Cayman’s controversial cruise berth-
ing project has taken one more step in 
becoming a reality as the deadline for 
the submission of the bids passed last 
week Friday 31 May at noon. In a speech 
to the Legislative Assembly last week, 
Premier Alden McLaughlin called this 
particular stage in the cruise berthing 
project “a historic milestone to have 
been reached in the procurement pro-
cess”.

While not revealing how many bids 
the Government had received, nor from 
whom, the Premier con�irmed that eval-
uation groups had now been assigned 
their tasks to review, evaluate and score 
the bids received.

“This evaluation will be comprehen-
sive and will involve the Major Pro-
jects Of�ice, Port Authority of the Cay-

man Islands, the Ministry, and �inancial 
and technical consultants,” Premier 
McLaughlin advised.

Once the evaluation has taken place, 
there will be a preparation of an Evalu-
ation Summary and Tender Assessment 
Report, which will be submitted to the 
Public Procurement Committee/Central 
Tenders Committee, Premier Mclaugh-
lin said. Once that Committee has con-
sidered and provided their recommen-
dation, a presentation and paper will be 
sent to Cabinet.

This latest move in the project’s 
development comes at a time as cam-
paigners, hoping to get Government to 
call a referendum on whether a cruise 
berthing facility should go ahead, 
work to get a petition of signatures 
verified.

Premier Mclaughlin con�irmed that 
the process to get the project this far 
had been “a very long haul over many 
years”, and one that had been going on 
over three administrations and which 
had cost the country millions of dollars 
spent on expert reports, advice and time 
to get to this point.

Never the less, he said, “But it is good 
for the Cayman Islands that we are here. 

At every point along the way we have 
advised the public where we are. I and 
the Hon. Deputy Premier have repeated-
ly reminded the public that Government 
needed to get to this �inal stage in the 
process in order to have �inal designs 
in hand, and having reached this point 
I look forward to publicly unveiling the 
plans, including costs, as soon as the suc-
cessful bidder has been identi�ied.” 

Cruise berthing bids under scrutiny by Government

  Premier Hon Alden McLaughlin
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The Cayman Islands Airports Au-
thority (CIAA), which owns and oper-
ates the Owen Roberts International 
Airport (ORIA) and the Charles Kirk-
connell International Airport (CKIA), 
was pleased to host a group of Year 10 
students of the Travel & Tourism class 
of Cayman Prep and High School at 
ORIA.

Members of various CIAA teams 
provided the students with a practical 
learning experience, which included 
guided tours through the ORIA and 
General Aviation terminals, including 
a visit to the airport control tower, 
and an inside look at the various de-
partments, functions and processes of 
airport operations. CIAA staff partici-
pants included CEO Albert Anderson, 
Marketing Manager Rhonda Verhoev-
en, Marketing Assistant Lena Thorpe, 
Airport Operations Manager Robert 

Harris, Customer Service Of�icer Arvin 
Haylock and Chief Safety Management 
Of�icer Andrew Mclaughlin.

“The students and teachers not only 
enjoyed but also learned much about 
the operations of an international air-
port,” said Civil Aviation Authority of 
the Cayman Islands (CAACI) Deputy 
Director-General, Economic Regula-
tion & Administration Nicoela McCoy 
who organised the tour. “This was the 
�irst IGCSE O’level Travel & Tourism 
class group to have this experience in 
recent times and it will probably lead 
to many other annual requests!”

The students are currently com-
mencing a study module on tourism 
infrastructure and are set to sit their 
external IGCSE exams in Travel & 
Tourism next year. The CIAA wishes 
them all the best in their studies and 
academic learning. 

  Airport Operations Manager Robert Harris leads Cayman Prep and High School stu-
dents and faculty on a tour of the Airport Control Tower

CPHS Students Tour 
New Airport Terminal

Statement 
by Kenneth Bryan 

MLA

As the representative 
of the constituency of 
George Town Central I 
welcome the news that 
Government has agreed 
to my request with re-
spect to the Central 
Scranton park as we 
learned today with the 
Premiers statement in 
the legislative assem-
bly. The Government 
has now given the Cen-
tral Scranton Commu-
nity Committee (CSCC) 
authority to manage 
and carry out improve-
ments to the park site 
through a peppercorn 
License.

The agreement will 
result in a larger area 
for the CSCC to use and 
occupy on behalf of the 
residents of George 
Town Central and the 
greater George Town.

This announcement by the Govern-
ment, af�irms that with cooperation, 
persistence and strong independent 
representation what we can achieve for 
our constituents.

I would like to congratulate the CSCC 
Chairman, Mr. Dale Ramoon and his 
committee members for their hard 
work and commitment to the communi-
ty. It is their hard work and negotiation 
that made this agreement a success.

While there is much to celebrate, I 
am disappointed that the Government 
has only agreed to give control for �ive 

years and did not use other legislative 
means to give a longer occupancy pe-
riod. I am concerned that the low num-
ber of years in the agreement shows 
the Governments lack of a long-term 
commitment to the residents on Cen-
tral Scranton and their dreams for their 
community.

It is therefore my desire, along with 
the other members of the Of�icial Oppo-
sition, to one day make this park a per-
manent �ixture of the community and 
not the short-term �ix that the Govern-
ment has provided. 

Central Scranton Community 
Committee Given 5 Year 
License to manage Park

  Kenneth Bryan MLA

Two weekends ago the RCIPS and 
Cayman Islands Customs and Border 
Control Service commenced a joint in-
vestigation into the movement of gold 
through the Cayman Islands. As a re-
sult of this investigation a small private 
plane along with a large quantity of cash 
has been seized in Cayman, and four for-

eign nationals arrested. They remain in 
custody.

The investigation is ongoing and is be-
ing conducted in conjunction with law 

enforcement agencies in other interna-
tional jurisdictions. 

P O L I C E  N E W S

Plane and cash seized.
Four Foreign Nationals Arrested

By Lindsey Turnbull

Ful�illing its aim of promoting musical 
skills among Cayman’s young people, 
Cayman Arts Festival is this year intend-
ing to send six students to the Luzerne 
Music Centre in New York for a month-
long summer camp tuition.

It is hoped that four students from 
John Gray High School and Clifton Hunt-
er High School will be �lying to the mu-
sic school in the middle of June to attend 
the junior music camp and then one 
student from John Gray High School and 
one from St Ignatius should be attend-
ing the senior camp starting mid-July.

Cayman Arts Festival Director, Marius 
Gaina, is open about the need for fund-
ing the trips.

“Each year the Cayman Arts Festival 
aims to send at least one musically-gift-
ed student to the Luzerne Music Cen-
tre as the exposure they receive while 

at the month-long summer camp im-
proves their skills and increases their 
con�idence no end,” he con�irmed. “This 
year we are aiming even higher and 
hope to send six young people to the 
school. This is a huge �inancial under-
taking for us.”

Each student costs the CAF US$5,000 
in airfare, accommodation and tuition 
fees for the month. Having built up a re-
lationship with the school, Marius said 
they had been given a generous discount 
by the school of US$10,000, so they have 
only had to �ind US$20,000.

“We have managed to raise US$17,000 
through the CAF and also through stu-
dents playing at supermarkets, etc. We 
are now on the �inal push to raise the 
remaining US$3,000. I am therefore ap-
pealing to the community – if you are 
able to donate funds to this incredible 
cause the students would be so appre-
ciative,” Marius said.

Luzerne Music Centre was found-
ed in 1980 by Philadelphia Orchestra 
cellist Bert Phillips and Steinway pia-
nist Toby Blumenthal. Its aim is to pro-
vide world-class music instruction for 
passionate young people in a summer 
camp environment regardless of their 
�inancial circumstance. Musicians ages 
9 to 18 come from all over the world 
to train at their campus located in the 
foothills of New York’s Adirondack 
Park.

Students have been earmarked for 
the trip by the CAF. They include John 
Gray High School and Clifton Hunt-
er High School students Jessie Hurl-
ston-Watler, 14 who plays violin, Dan-
iel Gayle, 13, who plays the viola, Kyla 
David, 13, who plays cello, cellist Zach-
ary Allen, 13, and Dequan Smith, 16, 
an accomplished cellist who had been 
to the Luzerne Music Centre twice 
and is now planning to undertake his 

A-levels at the prestigious Wells Ca-
thedral School in England in Septem-
ber. Dequan was the Butter�ield Young 
Musician of the Year for 2019. Pianist 
Cameron Gilson, 16, who attends St Ig-
natius, was the runner up in the Young 
Musician of the Year award this year is 
the sixth student hoping to attend Lu-
zerne this year.

“We hope that all six students are able 
to bene�it from the incredible oppor-
tunity the summer camp offers them,” 
Marius said. “It is a testament to the 
success of the summer camp, of course 
coupled with extensive practice, that 
students such as Dequan have been able 
to reach such a high standard in their 
musical skills.”

If you would like to contribute to 
sending Cayman’s youth to Luzerne this 
summer, please contact Marius Gaina 
at director@caymanartsfestival.com or 
call 922 5550. 

Cayman Arts Festival aims at 
sending six students to New York

  Students hoping to attend Luzerne Music Centre. Standing Daniel and Jessie, seated Kyla, 
Zachary and Dequan. Cameron is missing from the photo
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
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through the website www.customs.gov.ky.
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This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
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As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.
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Among the civic leaders who joined 
the church in marking its 125th anni-
versary were Premier Alden McLaugh-
lin, descendant of the Adventist pioneer; 
the Hon. Dwayne Seymour, Minister for 
Health, Environment, Culture & Hous-
ing, and MLA for the closely connected 
Bodden Town; Leader of the Opposition 
and East End MLA Arden McLean; and 
MLA for neighbouring North Side Ez-
zard Miller.

Pastor Michael Smith represented the 
local church’s Bahamas headquarters. 
Other key participants included Dr. the 
Hon. Linford Pierson, former Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly and Cabinet 
Minister, and now an elder of the George 
Town Adventist Church.

Dr. Pierson, whose late parents Varion 
and Cicely Pierson were among the ear-
ly pillars of the district’s church, formal-
ly presented the historic account of the 
founding of the Adventist Church in the 
Cayman Islands.

Dr. Pierson was recognized during the 
service on Saturday for his contribution 
to the recent refurbishing of the current 
church building.

In introductory remarks during the 
morning’s services celebrating the 
125th anniversary, Executive Secretary 
of the Adventist Conference, Pastor Jeff 
Jefferson spoke to the role the church 
has consistently played in community 
affairs: “We have steadfastly worked 
harmoniously with civic leaders and 
government,” he said, recounting as-
pects of the church’s community service 
and involvement.

In bringing greetings and congratu-
lations on behalf of the Cayman Islands 

Government, Premier Alden McLaugh-
lin re�lected on his great grandfather’s 
role in establishing the church that has 
grown from the Biblical “mustard seed,” 
he said, to today’s more than 6,000 
members.

A young sea captain, pioneer 
McLaughlin had been converted to Ad-
ventism in Bonacca, Honduras, during a 
visit in 1894.

Returning to Cayman later that year, 
he soon built a small tabernacle that lat-
er gave way to a larger though still rustic 
building on land that he purchased. The 
current church, recently refurbished 
with the help of the community and 
members, today stands on the same plot 
of land.

Despite being the only baptised Ad-
ventist for 11 years, the sea captain re-
mained faithful, the Premier said. It was 
not until 1905 when Pastor Frank Hall 
arrived from Jamaica that 20 persons, in-
cluding pioneer McLaughlin’s wife Rachel 
and their �ive children, were baptised.

In his remarks at the Saturday morn-
ing service, Premier McLaughlin said 
that he had not known his great grand-
father, Gilbert, known in the district as 
Magdaly, who had died 13 years before 
he was born to Gilbert’s eldest grandson 
son Alden McNee Mclaughlin.

The Premier said his great grandfa-
ther Magdaly persevered despite great 
opposition at the time because “he be-
lieved he had been specially appointed” 
to establish the church in the Cayman 
Islands.

Speaking of the growth of the church 
in the 125 years, the Premier said: “You 
have every reason to be proud; you have 
every reason to thank God; you have 
every reason to celebrate.”

The Adventist chain was broken in 
the family when the Premier’s grand-
father, Allen McLaughlin, for whom 
the East End Civic Centre is named, 
returned from teacher training in Ja-
maica. An Adventist at the time, he 
converted to the Presbyterian faith as 
the price for gaining his bride’s hand in 
marriage.

The Premier said, however, that short-
ly before his grandfather’s death he re-
turned to his early teachings and called 
for an Adventist minister, and only “then 
was he totally at peace,” adding: “Do not 
give up on me; I, too, will �ind my way 
back.”

Following the Premier’s remarks, Op-
position Leader Arden McLean, MLA for 
East End, spoke brie�ly.

Mr. McLean said that he had “always 
been welcomed with open arms” by 
Adventist members and had developed 
special relationships with the district’s 
Adventist pastors, especially Pastor 
Wesley Nyack.

The Leader of the Opposition said that 
the Adventist Church’s leaders should 
be specially recognized for keeping the 
church “relevant” in the Cayman com-
munity.

Concluding remarks at the Satur-
day morning service, Pastor Michael 
Smith brought congratulations from the 
church’s headquarters.

Pastor Smith said that he and his col-
leagues were “overjoyed to see how the 
church has grown” in the Cayman Is-
lands, and that among the 32,000 mem-
bers across the territories administered 
by the church in this area of the Carib-
bean region, Cayman constituted “a val-
uable part.”

Speaking on Friday night, Mr. Ezzard 
Miller, outgoing Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the MLA for the adjoining North 
Side, said that he had always “admired 
the dignity, serenity,... and the quiet dis-
cipline” of Adventists.

Mr. Miller said that he was old 
enough to have known many of the 
pioneers, and had always been im-
pressed with their “commitment, dis-
cipline, steadfastness, and community 
outreach.”

These attributes have made Advent-
ists “respected, loved and appreciated,” 
Mr. Miller said, adding: “This commu-
nity and the Cayman Islands owe a lot 
to the Adventist community. Cayman 
would not be where it is today without 
the contributions of Adventists.”

He likened the beginning of Advent-
ism to the lighting of a candle, saying 
that from that one candle, many candles 
had been lit, without loss to its original 
lustre. He wished the church continued 
success over the next 125 years.

The sermon for Saturday morning was 
delivered by Conference President Rein-
aldo Dracket. During his sermon Pastor 
Dracket highlighted the history of the 
Christian Church from the days of the 
apostles, to illustrate what it was that 
the Adventist pioneer saw that prompt-
ed his conversion and his determination 
in the face of the opposition he faced in 
the early days.

Pastor Dracket said that at the sermon 
in Honduras Magdaly had heard for the 
�irst time some of the biblical truths that 
were hidden during the Dark Ages of the 
Christian era (from 538 AD to 1798) and 
that were later discovered by reformers 
like Martin Luther. 

Adventist Church Celebrates 125th Anniversary
... Continued story from page A1

  Premier Alden McLaughlin, second left, joined the Adventist Church in celebrating its 
125th anniversary at its East End birthplace. The Premier is flanked by, from left, Pastor 
Michael Smith, who represented the church’s headquarters based in the Bahamas; Pastor 
Reinaldo Dracket, president of the Cayman Islands Conference; and Executive Secretary 
Jeff Jefferson

The Department of Commerce and In-
vestment hosted a team-building retreat 
for staff on Wednesday, 29 May 2019. 
Author of “The Joy in Business” and 
TEDx Speaker Joy Baldridge facilitated 
the training.

The day was themed “Staying on Top,” 
as DCI seeks to maintain its reputation 
for providing exceptional customer 
service. As such, topics on the agenda 
included: team-building 2.0, innovative 

time management techniques and effec-
tive communication systems.

Ms. Baldridge was effusive in her 
praise of DCI, describing the Depart-
ment as “beyond belief.”

She added: “talk about exceeding ex-
pectations, going the extra yard and 
above and beyond. DCI does it all!”

During the team-building 2.0 session, 
DCI staff learned the “four essential Cs” 
of effective collaboration: commitment, 
cooperation, communication and con-
tribution. They learned keys to handling 
interpersonal con�lict and the warning 
signs that could demotivate a team.

In the customer service focused por-
tion of the retreat, staff contemplated 
the following modules: setting the foun-
dations of outstanding customer ser-
vice, rapport building, discovering op-
portunities to exceed expectations and 
active listening.

Ms. Baldridge explained the aim of the 
training programme was to “make the 
best even better and we accomplished 
that.”

She elaborated: “DCI is the very best at 
what they do and they work so well to-
gether as a team that they are extreme-
ly impressive. Of course, all teams have 
their moments, but they have fewer of 
them and work through them faster to 
achieve the ultimate goal of providing 

the best possible world-class customer 
service.”

The afternoon session focused on ad-
vanced time and priority management, 
before teams went head-to-head in a 
scavenger hunt.

DCI Director Ryan Rajkumarsingh ex-
plained: “at DCI, we are conscious never 
to rest on our laurels. We know we must 
work hard to ensure we maintain – and 
surpass – the high standards we have 
set for ourselves when it comes to cus-
tomer service. I was proud to see how 

well our team worked together during 
the retreat and I am con�ident the skills 
they have learned will transfer over to 
make their dealings with our customers 
even better.”

Ms. Baldridge summed up the day, 
saying: “it was an honour and a privilege 
to work with everyone at DCI. They de�i-
nitely live up to their reputation and de-
serve all the awards and accolades they 
have been receiving.”

The retreat took place at Cannon 
Place. 

  Cayman’s Premier Alden McLaughlin, centre, is flanked by family members (left) and 
church officials (right) following a service at which the Premier spoke about his great 
grandfather’s founding of the Adventist faith in the Cayman Islands. From left, are family 
of church pioneer Gilbert Magdelen McLaughlin—Mr. Glenn McLean, Mr. Locksley Gould, 
Mrs. Blanca Allen, Mrs. Carol Best-Gould, Mr. George Gilbert Allen, Mrs. Barbara Wel-
come, and Premier Alden McLaughlin—with, at right, church officials, Mrs. Nelda Rose 
Dracket, Conference President Reinaldo Dracket, Conference CFO John Wesley and his 
wife Tempora, and Conference Executive Secretary Pastor Jeff Jefferson

DCI Hosts “Staying on Top” Team-Building Retreat

  Staff from the Department of Commerce and Investment on their team-building retreat, 
themed “Staying on Top” on Wednesday, 29 May 2019 at Cannon Place

  DCI Director Ryan Rajkumarsingh and 
Retreat Facilitator Joy Baldridge at the 
team-building retreat on Wednesday, 29 
May 2019 at Cannon Place
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Opposition Members invitation to An-
ti-Corruption Seminar was sent to their 
non-operational ‘Gov.ky’ email.

Following a request from Cayman 
Marl Road to the event organizers, ques-
tioning whether the invite was sent, 
Ms. Deborah Bodden, Secretariat of the 
Standards in Public Life and Anti-Cor-
ruption Commissions, responded on 
4th June saying, “It is with regret that 
I have become aware that the ‘save the 
date’ invitations which were sent to the 
Honourable Members of the Opposition 
went to ‘gov.ky’ email addresses. While 
these accounts appear in the email sys-
tem, the accounts are not operational. 
We relied upon these addresses when 
sending out the emails and I have apol-
ogized for this unintended, administra-
tive error.”

Ms. Bodden added, “I take full re-
sponsibility for this oversight and have 
apologized to the Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition Mr. Arden McLean. I 
have also asked that Mr. McLean convey 
my apologies to the wider Opposition 
Members. This administrative matter is 

currently being recti�ied within our cen-
tral email directory, to remove defunct 
accounts and to replace them with the 
active email addresses for the members 
so that this problem does not persist.”

Mr. McLean, Leader of the Opposition 
said, “I am grateful to Cayman Marl Road 
News for reaching out to query the ab-
sence of the Opposition, and especially 
myself, as Leader of the Opposition. After 
all, our trust in the free press hinges on a 
commitment to accuracy and integrity in 
the pursuit of facts. I am therefore grate-
ful to Ms. Bodden for acknowledging not 
only to Cayman Marl Road News, but 
other press outlets as well, that the ‘gov.
ky’ address used to send the invite to the 
opposition members is non-operational”.

Mr. Mclean also stated that, "although 
this mistake resulted in a missed oppor-
tunity for the Opposition to be involved 
in an important discussion on good gov-
ernance for our country, we want to as-
sure the organizers and the public that 
this Opposition remains committed to 
�ighting corruption and we fully support 
the Commission in its efforts”. 

Opposition addresses non-attendance 
at Anti-Corruption Seminar

  Cadets with flags

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this op-
portunity to address this Legislature 
and the public at large on this the oc-
casion of my appointment as Leader of 
the Opposition, and my �irst meeting as 
such.

Mr. Speaker, �irstly allow me to thank 
my colleagues for bestowing such trust 
in me to lead the Opposition. I am hum-
bled by their expressions of trust.

Next, I wish to thank my family for 
their support and belief in me over the 
many years of my political involvement. 
I could not do this without that support. 
Mr. Speaker, each of us who has taken it 
upon ourselves to get into politics knows 
the sacri�ices our family makes, and the 
abuse they take, many times unwarrant-
ed. That is the nature of this calling. Yet 
they continue to support us. They must 
be applauded for taking it fully on the 
chin while still being supportive.

Last, but by no means least, the peo-
ple of East End. The trust that was re-
posed in me on November 8th 2000 
cannot be underestimated, nor do I take 
it for granted. I will forever be indebted 
to them and will do my best to represent 
them in this new role as I have done in 
other roles during the last 18+ years.

Mr. Speaker, I well understand the role 
of the Leader of the Opposition. I under-
stand that I will be called upon to partic-
ipate in the governance of this country 
far greater than I have done before. As I 
indicated to the Premier in response to 
his congratulatory letter, I give my com-
mitment, without reservation to work 
with the government on all matters per-
taining to the wellbeing and advance-
ment of our people and country. That 
commitment was also extended on be-
half of the other Opposition members. 

There is much to be done; important-
ly, we need to ensure our people feel a 
sense of value in their day to day con-
tributions and do not feel marginalized 
alone. They are why we are here. We 
have been given the responsibility to 
manage their country and that requires 
us working together to provide oppor-
tunities so that they may prosper and to 
ensure that the bene�its of our develop-
ment and growth extend to all our peo-
ple, not just a select few.

However, I also made it clear, and I 
repeat here, that I take the responsibil-
ity of holding the government account-
able seriously and it is my intention to 
continue to do so, but not merely for 
the sake of opposition. In that vein, I 
also understand that the government 
has responsibility for the management 
and distribution of the resources of the 
country on the people’s behalf and it is 
our job on this side of the aisle to ensure 
that the people receive value for money 
and that the resources are distributed in 
a fair and transparent manner. It is my 
hope, founded on the basic principles of 
democracy, that the government does 
not use or abuse its majority to disen-
franchise the voices of the people that 
we in the Opposition was also elected to 
serve. Democracy expects that there will 
be differences, disagreements, and dis-
sent. However through debate, discus-
sion, and dialogue we �ind consensus. In 
essence Mr. Speaker, we in this honor-
able house, regardless of where we sit, 
are all legislators and were elected on 

our ideas, ideals, and ideology. Let this 
Legislative Assembly re�lect our man-
date and the will of the people we were 
all elected to serve.

Mr. Speaker, with your permission, I 
would like to brie�ly address the matter 
of my becoming the new Leader of the 
Opposition and the discourse surround-
ing Independents.

Mr. Speaker, much has been said on 
these 2 matters. Let me �irst address the 
matter of change of leadership.

Mr. Speaker, the change of leadership 
in political circles is not a new phenom-
enon; indeed Mr. Speaker neither is it al-
ien to our own landscape. While I under-
stand that politics being what it is allows 
for opposite sides to capitalize on issues 
at hand, it should never be done at the 
expense of our founding principles.

Mr. Speaker, for the sake of clarity 
please allow me to show the other side. 
In our recent history we have had many 
leadership changes without the fanfare 
this one has attracted.

1. Many of us will recall when the 
late Thomas Jefferson was overseas on 
of�icial business and upon his return 
Truman Bodden had taken over as the 
Leader of Government Business. There 
was no dissention, at least not that we 
saw. The country went on. Life went on.

2. When my good friend Kurt Tibbetts 
was removed as Leader of Government 
Business. The country went on. Life 
went on.

3. When the Premier was removed in 
2012. The country went on. Life went 
on.

4. In 2013 following the general elec-
tion, when a member of one political 
party joined the other to form the gov-
ernment, little was said or done. The 
country went on. Life went on.

5. In 2017, again following the gener-
al election when 2 established parties 
came together, along with independ-
ents, to form the Government. The coun-
try went on. Life went on.

6. In addition to those very public 
changes in leadership we can all remem-
ber in 2012 when the then Leader of the 
Opposition, Kurt Tibbetts, announced 
his resignation from that post. The peo-
ple and the general public accepted that 
decision. The country went on. Life went 
on.

7.  Indeed Mr. Speaker, when follow-
ing the General Elections in 2017 it was 
anticipated that I would then take over 
the Leadership of the Opposition and 
my predecessor did, to this date no one 
knows why I did not become the Lead-
er of the Opposition. But guess what Mr. 
Speaker, the country went on. Life went 
on.

Mr. Speaker, these leadership changes 
are in many instances done internal-
ly and everyone accepts their new role 
and we go on. If I may I will borrow the 
slogan from the PPM 2005 election to 
demonstrate why this is so: “For love of 
Country”

I now turn to the issue of Independ-
ents and their value. Suf�ice it to say 
we on the Opposition were disappoint-
ed in the manner in which the Premier 
embedded himself in the issue of the 
resignation of Mr. Miller from the role 
of Leader of the Opposition without 
�irst trying to ascertain the reasons for, 

in his words, “… political in�ighting and 
personal ambition riddling the current 
opposition group”.

But Mr. Speaker, I wish to remind him 
that there are always two sides to every 
story and the full picture cannot be 
viewed without both sides. That state-
ment could very well have been made 
on the occasion of his rise to this posi-
tion in 2012 also.

Mr. Speaker, this is one time the Pre-
mier could have learned something from 
you. The maturity that you displayed in 
not getting into the inner workings of 
the PPM at that time should have been 
commended and history has now shown 
that it should be appreciated. As I said 
Mr. Speaker, you displayed a great deal 
of maturity.

Mr. Speaker, be that as it may, let me 
enlighten those who are unaware of the 
role independently minded representa-
tives have played in this country.

Mr. Speaker it is disingenuous and in-
tellectually dishonest to dismiss the role 
of the independent in this country as has 
been done over the last month. Those 
who do not recognize that this country’s 
development has been built in part by 
the independently elected and minded 
representative are living in wonderland.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who have 
followed our political development 
know quite well that up until the early 
to mid 2000’s members were elected 
to this Parliament as independent rep-
resentatives. That is with the exception 
of a few teams or groups, but certainly 
there were no modern political parties 
until then. Indeed Mr. Speaker, with the 
exception of maybe 3 members here to-
day we all started our elected careers as 
independents.

Mr. Speaker, the cold truth is that even 
now this government is more diverse 
than the current opposition. This PPM 
led Unity Government is made up with 
people who have been members of dif-
ferent factions over the years.

• PPM
• Independents
• UDP
• CDP
• C4C
• PNA
As such Mr. Speaker there is no room 

for the Government to criticize the Op-
position for not being able to govern 
because its independently elected mem-
bership does not have the commitment. 
Nor is it fair to say that the Opposition 
does not have the level of cohesion, in-
dustry and commitment necessary to 
serve in the best interests of all the peo-
ple of these Islands because it is made 
up of independents. There is no evi-
dence to suggest that governance by a 
coalition of diversity can only be done 
by those who make up the current gov-
ernment and no one else. Truth be told, 
by the Premier’s own admission, there 
are challenges within that coalition.

Mr. Speaker, I should point out that I 
was the �irst to publicly state that the 
horse trading we experienced post elec-
tion 2000 could only be corrected by 
some type of formal structure. I am still 
of that view. However, we have seen the 
resurgence of the independents over the 
last 2 elections and the people’s lack of 
con�idence in outright parties, which is 

somewhat justi�ied when considering 
that every single member on the Oppo-
sition bench and others in this house 
was once a part of a political party but 
for various reasons chose to walk away 
so that their voices, their independent 
voices, may be heard.

Mr. Speaker, I could have reminded 
the Premier that 3 members of his cur-
rent government are Independent mem-
bers. Do they also lack the cohesion, in-
dustry and commitment to work in his 
Government?

Mr. Speaker, is that why one of his 
independent members who got elect-
ed on criticizing the PPM, the UDP, the 
CDP, and the cruise berthing facility has 
made a U-turn? Is that member not com-
mitted to their ideals?

Or Mr. Speaker, is that why one of his 
Independent members who campaigned 
for a freeze on work permits and stated 
during a Chamber of Commerce forum, 
and I quote “On day one, the �irst thing is 
to put a freeze on permits and sort out the 
unemployed”. Was this done Mr. Speaker? 
I am only asking in light of the record 
number of work permits that has now 
been granted under this Government of 
which he is a member. Or is it another 
case where commitment was lacking.

I chose those two examples Mr. Speak-
er to remind the Premier not to judge 
the independent members on this side 
based on the behaviour on that side. As 
the Premier, he has the responsibility 
to protect the members on his team. He 
must also recognize that I have a simi-
lar responsibility in my role as Leader of 
the Opposition.

Mr. Speaker, you yourself, and I must 
thank you for your efforts, worked very 
hard in the last sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly to bring all members of this 
house together to deal with an important 
matter that was facing this country. It goes 
to show, that when it matters, regardless 
of where we sit, we can work together.

Mr. Speaker, each of us in this house 
has one nineteenth of the responsibility 
to ensure that we build a Cayman where 
everyone is valued and no one is left be-
hind. None of us, and I do mean none of us; 
can delegate that responsibility to anyone 
or any party. The oath that we took to sit in 
this house was done by us as individuals 
but we must �ind a way to work together.

I and my members on this side are 
committed to working with everyone 
TODAY, both inside and outside of this 
house to ensure a better Cayman TO-
MORROW.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the time 
afforded me and despite our differences 
on many policy issues I look forward to 
working with the Government.

May God continue to bless these be-
loved Cayman Islands. 

Address to the Legislature on the appointment 
to the position of Leader of the Opposition

  Leader of the Opposition, Hon Arden 
McLean
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By Lindsey Turnbull

A recently released report by the Audi-
tor General outlines the improvements 
needed in order to bring Cayman’s new-
ly formed Customs and Border Control 
(CBC) department in line with mod-
ern-day needs. The report ‘Customs 
in the Cayman Islands’ reviewed how 
ef�icient and effective Cayman Islands 
Customs was at collecting revenue, pro-
tecting the border and managing its 
workforce, prior to the creation of the 
new CBC, which took place on 1st Feb-
ruary this year.

It found the previous Customs de-
partment falling short on many fronts, 
including lacking a clear strategic plan 
and scoring poorly on the management 
of its employees. The report also high-
lighted that little progress had been 
made in implementing previous Auditor 
General recommendations to improve 
the policies and procedures for award-
ing revenue concessions or waivers. As a 
result, the Cayman Islands Government 
did not know how much revenue has 
been given up as a result.

While the report acknowledged that 
the previous Customs department had 
been able to beat its budget in the col-
lection of duties and �ines, it found the 
process for collecting revenues could be 
improved.

“It is also unclear whether the Gov-
ernment is collecting all of the revenue 
that it should as there continues to be 
signi�icant weaknesses in the approach 
to awarding and managing revenue con-
cessions,” the report stated.

As far as the management of its work-
force was concerned, the audit found 
the previous Customs department was 
failing in its management of its work-

force: the use of sick leave was high, 
with hundreds of days lost to sick leave, 
as well as high amounts of overtime be-
ing paid. There was also no corporate 
training plan for staff and areas where 
existing training could be improved. As 
well as developing a workforce plan, the 
report said to help prevent corruption 
the CBC should improve its integrity 
management of staff and implement a 
regular rotation of staff.

 “Customs makes a signi�icant contri-
bution to the Cayman Islands economy 
by collecting duties on imported and 
exported goods and also plays an im-
portant role in protecting our borders,” 
Auditor General Sue Winspear said. “De-
spite this important role, Customs did 
not have a clear strategic plan, setting 
out its vision and objectives; nor did it 
have a workforce plan or performance 
management framework to support ef-
fective management of the business. It 
is important that the new organisation, 
Customs and Border Control, develops 
these strategic documents as soon as 
possible to ensure its effectiveness.”

CBC response
While pledging its unequivocal com-

mitment to implement the recommen-
dations that were “feasible and funded”, 
the CBC in response to the report, said 
that it should be read in context. The 
CBC stated that, at the time of the audit, 
the then Customs Senior Management 
Team had been in place for just over one 
year. Prior to that, the Customs depart-
ment had seen signi�icant change in its 
management team.

“In the three and a half years preced-
ing August 2015 when the new Collec-
tor of Customs took up his appointment, 
the Customs Department had operated 

without a permanent Collector. During 
those three and a half years preceding 
2015, the department had been led by 
four different Acting Collectors,” the 
CBC said. “It was therefore understand-
able that when the new Collector of Cus-
toms took up his post in August 2015, 
he found a department that had been 
subjected to a number of con�licting 
and incompatible policies. Consequent-
ly, it was not surprising that there were 
many priorities that demanded his im-
mediate action.”

The CBC said that when Charles Clif-
ford, then Customs Collector, took up 
of�ice in 2015 he prioritised increasing 
revenue, improving relationships with 
law enforcement and implementing 
succession planning. As a result, the pre-
vious Customs department had consist-
ently exceeded its revenue targets.

“In the past three �inancial years we 
have exceeded our revenue targets by 
$10.4 Mil in the 2015/16 �iscal year, $15 
Mil in the 2017 �iscal year and $22 Mil in 
the 2018 �iscal year,” it said, adding that 
the report con�irmed its “very positive 
operational results, including the posi-
tive results from many joint operations 
with the RCIPS and Department of Im-
migration”.

In 2016, after a Senior Management 
Team was appointed, it began the trans-
formation of Border Control in the Cay-
man Islands.

“This has been signi�icantly enhanced 
by the merger of the Customs and Immi-
gration Departments on the 1st Febru-
ary 2019,” the CBC stated.

“The audit took place at a particularly 
challenging time for us as we were in the 
middle of a number of new initiatives at 
the time, including the roll out of a new 
IT Platform and intense preparations 

for the merger mentioned above,” it 
con�irmed. “As CBC continues its trans-
formation from the traditional gate 
keepers approach to an intelligence-led 
risk management organisation, it will 
continually re�ine its business process-
es, intelligence and risk-based strategies 
using a variety of techniques, technolo-
gy, training and development in order 
to provide the best means of identifying 
and addressing threats at the earliest 
possible point.”

The Auditor General added: “It is en-
couraging that Customs has started to 
change the way it protects the borders 
by using a more intelligence-led and 
risk-focused approach. However, more 
needs to be done to embed the new ap-
proach.” 

Customs audit reveals room for improvement

  Sue Winspear, Auditor General of the 
Cayman Islands

A joint team from the Governor’s Of-
�ice and the new Ministry of Interna-
tional Trade, Investment, Maritime and 
Aviation Affairs (MITIAMA) is in Hong 
Kong this week for talks with the au-
thorities there.

The small team, led by Eric Bush, 
Chief Of�icer at MITIAMA and Matthew 
Forbes, Head Of the Governor’s Of�ice, is 
meeting of�icials in the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region Government 
to agree plans for the opening of Cay-
man’s new trade of�ice in the city.

In addition Bush and Forbes held talks 
with The British Consul General, Andy 
Heyn and his team who are supporting 
the new initiative and also met the Heads 
of Invest Hong Kong, the British Cham-
ber of Commerce and representatives of 
Cayman Islands companies with of�ices 
in Hong Kong. The mission also sought to 
identify premises for the new of�ice.

It is hoped that the new of�ice will 
open in early October and will support 
Cayman companies not just in Hong 
Kong but also mainland China. Recruit-

ment for the new head of the of�ice is 
currently underway.

Head of the Governor’s Of�ice Mat-
thew Forbes who was previously Dep-
uty Consul General in Shanghai said 
“China is an important market place for 
Cayman companies and Hong Kong can 
act as a spring board for �irms looking 
to do business there. It is important to 
establish relationships with the Hong 
Kong authorities and other partners 
who will be vital to the success of the 
of�ice”.

Chief Of�icer Eric Bush commented, 
“we have had a great welcome in Hong 
Kong and laid the foundations for a suc-
cessful opening of Cayman’s new of�ice 
in Asia. We are grateful for the support 
of the Hong Kong SAR Government and 
the British Consulate General in this 
venture. Having a physical presence 
in this fast paced and complex part of 
the world will help Cayman companies 
achieve their full potential and develop 
new opportunities in particular for our 
world class �inancial services sector.” 

Cayman Delegation in Hong Kong for Talks

  Eric Bush (Chief Officer at MITIAMA), Esther Blythe (British Deputy Consul General), Derek 
Lee (Deputy Director of Protocol, Hong Kong Government) and Matthew Forbes (Head of 
the Governor’s Office)

 Meeting with Philip Kung, Head of Business and Professional Services (far left) and Ste-
phen Phillips, Director General, InvestHK (Second from Right)
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The race for semi-�inal berths is tak-
ing shape after two day of play in the 
2019 Cayman Islands Invitational U15 
Youth Football Cup, with Mt Pleasant 
Academy of Jamaica and American side 
DC United sitting atop the table of their 
respective groups.

Tobago All Stars 1
Cavalier FC 2

In the �irst game in Cayman Brac on 
Wednesday (5 June), Cavalier FC from 
Jamaica edged Tobago All-Stars 2-1. It 
was Cavalier FC’s �irst win of the tourna-
ment after dropping their opener a day 
earlier to Mt Pleasant.

CD Victoria 0
Mt Pleasant Academy 1

Jamaica’s Mt Pleasant Academy regis-
tered their second win in as many games, 
holding their Central American oppo-
nents scoreless through the 70-minute 
match. Kevaughn Wilson’s 27th minute 
goal was the difference-maker to see Mt 
Pleasant going top of Group 1 with one 
game to go.

Cayman Islands 0
DC United 2

Meantime, DC United rolled to their 
second consecutive victory with a 2-0 
win over the Cayman Islands National 

U15 Team in a high energy encounter. 
Sebastian Richardson broke the dead-
lock 14 minutes into the contest. Edwin 
Henriquez, scoring his second time in 
the tournament, added the other goal in 
the 60th minute.

Cuba 0
Portmore Utd 0

Jamaica’s Portmore United remained 
undefeated through two games after a 
tactically sound contest against the Cuba 
National U15 Team. Following up on 
their 1-0 win versus the Cayman Islands 
a day before, Portmore United matched 
Cuba. Both teams created opportunities, 
but neither could �ind the back of the 
net. The result puts Portmore United in 
2nd place in Group 2 on 4 points, while 
Cuba picked up their �irst point of the 
competition.

The teams return to action on Thurs-
day for the �inal group stage matches in 
the tournament. In Group 1 in Cayman 
Brac, CD Victoria (Honduras) plays Cav-
alier FC (Jamaica) at 6:30pm, followed 
by Tobago All Stars (Trinidad and Toba-
go) vs Mt Pleasant Academy (Jamaica). 
In Group 2 at the Ed Bush Sports Com-
plex in West Bay, the Cayman Islands 
faces Cuba at 6:30pm in a showdown of 
national sides preparing for the CONCA-

CAF U15 Championships this summer. 
That match will be followed by DC Unit-
ed (United States) vs Portmore United 
(Jamaica).

The top two teams from each group 
will advance to the semi-�inals to be 
played at Ed Bush Sports Complex on 
Friday.

The Cayman Islands Invitational U15 
Youth Football Cup is being hosted by 

West Bay Sports Foundation in partner-
ship with the Cayman Islands Football 
Association and the Sports Association 
of the Sister Islands. Major sponsors 
include Cayman Airways, the Minis-
try of District Administration, Tourism 
and Transport, and the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Youth Sports, Agriculture and 
Lands.

Admission to all games is free. 

Mt Pleasant and DC United hold edge in 
Cayman Islands Invitational U15 Youth Cup

  DC United players celebrate a goal in their 2-0 win over the Cayman Islands National U15 
Team on Wednesday (Photo: Cayman Sports Buzz)

  DC United’s Augustin Paull III keeps the ball away from Cayman’s Jeremy Scott as he 
moves through the midfield (Photo: Cayman Sports Buzz)

 Mt Pleasant vs CD Victoria – Mt Pleasant Academy (yellow) won their second straight 
game to move into first place in Group 1

A social worker, high school counsel-
lor, grandmother and a crime busting 
duo revealed their everyday powers at 
Child Month’s Real Life Superheroes 
movie night.

The open-air event, staged by the De-
partment of Children and Family Ser-
vices’ Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub 
(MASH) unit on Saturday, 25 May 2019, 
was at Gardenia Court in Camana Bay. 
The evening event attracted several 

young families. Social workers donned 
SW superhero capes and masks, as did 
one or two young movie goers.

Presenters Carol Robinson, Chris 
Murray, Paulette Hines and Royal Cay-
man Islands Police Service Of�icers 
Jonathan Kern and Celesiah Burke gave 
brief presentations. Each presenter ex-
plained how their jobs quali�ied them 
to be seen as superheroes who helped 
individuals in need and were important 

for community wellbeing. 
The of�icers even brought 
one of the service’s electric 
all-terrain vehicles (ATV). 
They spoke of the contri-
butions made by those who 
serve and the impact such 
jobs and roles have in mak-
ing Cayman a place we can be 
proud to call home.

Mr. Murray, who has been 
a school counsellor for 14 
years, said: “Shortly before 
arriving here, I asked a teen-
ager why school counsellors 
can be classed as superheroes 
and they replied “…because 
they save lives” I couldn’t 
think of a better answer,”” he 
replied.

Social Worker Melissa Alexan-
der was the event’s emcee and 
held a �ire question and answer 
session with young moviegoers 
about the presentations. Those 
who answered correctly got 
prizes.

The screening of the animated 
LEGO movie followed.

“Our presenters were a rep-
resentative sample of Cayman’s 
unsung heroes,” said MASH 
Social Work Manager Tiffany 
Myles.

“Their presentations were de-
livered to inspire and motivate 
our young people. These times 
are particularly critical for chil-
dren in relation to their future 
career goals because we cannot 
anticipate the challenges today’s 
children will confront as grown-
ups. Young people are turning 
their eyes to social media for 
examples of who they should 
be. Our event gave young mov-
iegoers real-life superheroes in 
whose footsteps they can follow, 
to not only become upstanding 
citizens but to also give back to the com-
munity that is raising them,” she con-
cluded.

During the intermission pizza, chips 
and beverages were given out. Children 

also had the opportunity to take pic-
tures with the real-life superheroes and 
were given masks to wear. Following the 
screening children were given superhe-
ro goodie bags. 

Real Life Superheroes make an 
Appearance Before LEGO Movie

  Police Officers Jonathan Kern makes a dramatic entrance at the Child Month Superheroes 
Movie Night before giving his presentation (Photos by Elphina Jones, GIS)

  Superhero social workers at the Superheroes Movie Night to celebrate Child Month in May. 
(L-r:) MASH Social Work Manager Tiffany Myles with Social Workers: Melissa Alexander, 
Keisha Smith, Melissa Alexander, Carol Robinson, Diarmuid McEleney and Herlen Geopano

  Police Officers Jonathan Kern and Celesiah Burke 
give brief presentations on their mission as every-
day superheroes to the young audience at the 
recent Child Month Superheroes Movie Night

  “Captain America” gets a prize at the Child Month 
Superheroes Movie Night from MASH Social Work 
Manager Tiffany Myles
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If there’s one thing that President 
Donald Trump’s second UK visit will be 
remembered for, it’s the National Health 
Service (NHS).

Not that at any time during his three-
day state visit he is known to have re-
quired the direct intervention of the 
NHS - and had it come to that, no doubt 
he would have marvelled at the quality 
of care.

Besides trading barbs with London 
Mayor Sadiq Khan, President Trump 
had trade on his mind and he quickly 
left no doubt that the NHS was "on the 
table" for any upcoming trade talks be-
tween the UK and the US.

And then, just as quickly, he back-
tracked. Well...sort of.

The UK's much-treasured National 
Health Service was placed �irmly on the 
negotiating table by President Trump’s 
hand-picked US Ambassador to London, 
Woody Johnson (of the Johnson and 
Johnson pharmaceutical empire), dur-
ing a television interview prior to the 
President’s arrival.

Mr Trump himself reinforced that 
point of view when he stated in a joint 
press conference with outgoing Prime 
Minister Theresa May that as far as 
trade talks go, “everything is on the ta-
ble. Nothing is off the table.”

NHS treatment might have been re-
quired for the resulting apoplectic 
outbursts of disbelief - except from 
a handful including Trump-fan and 
arch-Brexiteer Nigel Farage whose new 
Brexit Party continues its single-agenda 
surge up the opinion polls.

But just as quickly as he had con-
�irmed that the NHS was also ‘on the 

table’ of all things negotiable President 
Trump took it off…somewhat.

In a subsequent interview, released 
just hours after his now infamous 
“everything-on-the-table” and “phe-
nomenal deal” af�irmations, he had tak-
en it off.

In a hasty back-pedal in the face of a 
stinging backlash from opposition MPs, 
even many in the business sector and 
the public - plus a later slightly more 
diplomatic distancing from the Prime 
Minister’s Of�ice - Mr Trump sought to 
reassure that the NHS might not be on 
his radar.

"I don't see it being on the table” he 
said, adding as if to appease those with 
lingering doubts, that he does "not con-
sider (the NHS) part of trade".

But the doubts remain. His attempt at 
reassurance has not had the soothing or 
anaesthetic effect that President Trump 
might have wanted.

The prospect of an American style 
health-insurance still looms large in 
the eyes of many who are committed 
to resisting it, ensuring that the unique 
Britishness and access-to-all character-
istic of the NHS does not become a prof-
it-making enterprise.

The NHS set up in 1948 as a free-to-
all at point of delivery healthcare system 
along socialist ideals of the then post-
war Labour Party government.

Although it currently already con-
tracts out some of its services, there 
are concerns that the NHS is �inancially 
haemorrhaging and is suffering the ef-
fects of its own bloated administration.

While President Trump might have 
appeared to have rolled back from in-

cluding the NHS on the table of negoti-
ations, the service may yet �ind itself on 
an operating table of sorts to staunch its 
own �inancial bleeding.

The NHS was a poster - in fact, a 
billboard - issue in the 2016 referen-
dum with dubious claims that the UK 
sends £350 million weekly to the EU 
which could be used to fund the NHS 
instead.

That is now the subject of a court case 
against prime-minister hopeful Boris 
Johnson for allegedly endorsing it.

It's also a perennial hot-button polit-
ical issue.

The NHS might be seen as potential 
rich pickings for the US pharmaceutical 
industry especially over drug procure-
ments.

Already some foreign companies in-
cluding a subsidiary of a US �irm have 
contracts with some parts of its massive 
outsourcing system and procurements 
system.

But any thought of ‘privatising’ this 
modern day 'jewel in the British crown' 
is seen as sacrilege.

There are already some suggestions 
for a possible two-tier health system 
with more opportunities for private 
healthcare for those who can afford it.

Private healthcare facilities operate 
in the UK along the NHS. However, the 
NHS is free at the point of delivery to all 
citizens.

The Overseas Territories bene�it from 
this as well, albeit on a limited quota 
system which they continue to petition 
the British government to relax.

It’s more than likely that any change 
to how the NHS operates could affect 
them as well.

As one opposition UK MP has cau-
tioned:

“Let us not forget that the Americans 
have a system that checks your purse 
before it checks your pulse. That is the 
last thing we want in this country.” 

NHS dominates Trump’s UK visit

CPR Cayman Meets with H.E. 
Governor Roper in Preparation 

for Petition Submission
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CPR Cayman met this morning with 
His Excellency Governor Roper in prepa-
ration for next week’s submission of the 
petition for a people initiated referen-
dum on the proposed cruise berthing 
facility, in accordance with Section 70 of 
the Cayman Islands Constitution.

Following the 24th May 2019 an-
nouncement that the community group 
had reached the constitutionally required 
25% threshold on the petition, the group 
announced last week that they would 
meet with both Elections Supervisor Mr 
Wesley Howell and His Excellency the 
Governor, before presenting the petition 
to the Elections Supervisor, to seek guid-
ance on the process and also seek reassur-
ances on the veri�ication process follow-
ing widespread concerns from the public.

All parties have acknowledged that 
they are navigating unchartered waters 
together in what will be the �irst People 
Initiated Referendum in the Cayman 
Islands, and possibly the �irst in any 
Overseas Territory. This will also be the 
�irst time that a petition is veri�ied by 
the Elections Of�ice. In 2011 the Con-
stitutional Commission recommended 
the development of a Referendum Law, 
however, no such law has been passed 
to date, and the Elections Law also does 
not speak at all to Referendums.

Following today’s meeting with His 
Excellency, the petition is currently be-
ing prepared to be delivered to Elections 

Of�ice next week to begin the of�icial 
veri�ication process. The exact date and 
time is to be determined by the Elec-
tions Of�ice and once con�irmed we will 
invite the public and the media to share 

in this historic moment in the evolution 
of Cayman’s democracy.

CPR Cayman is a grassroots initia-
tive of concerned citizens advocating 
for a democratic approach to the de-

cision-making for the proposed cruise 
berthing facility. More information can 
be found on CPR Cayman's Facebook 
page. People can also contact cprcay-
man@gmail.com. 

  CPR Cayman Meeting with HE Governor Roper. L-R: Mario Rankin, Katrina Jurn, Shirley Roulstone, HE Governor Martyn Roper, Linda Clark, 
Melanie Harris, Johann Moxam & Mark Lewis
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search
Algeria
Corsica
Crete
Cyprus
Egypt
France
Gibraltar
Greece
Israel
Italy
Lebanon

Libya
Majorca
Malta
Monaco
Morocco
Sardinia
Sicily
Spain
Syria
Tunisia
Turkey

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.
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