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  (L-R) Past Bob Soto Scholarship Recipient Rickeem Lashley, newly awarded scholarship 
recipients Shaun Jackson and Kameron D’Hue, along with past recipient Joshua Weaver

The future of scuba diving in the Cay-
man Islands and the prospect of young 
Caymanians taking up the mantle in 
the currently foreign dominated mar-
ketplace is looking more and more pal-
pable. That was the message one took 
away from Friday night’s International 
Scuba Diving Hall of Fame, 2019 Induc-
tion Ceremony.

With attendees from a broad cross 
section of Cayman’s social demograph-
ic represented at the gala, �ive young 
Caymanians were recognized for their 
efforts in the area of diving.

The young men are all part of a spe-
cial group, who received the Bob Soto 
Scholarship, which is a program that 
identi�ies promising young Caymanians 
who express an interest in the diving as 
a profession and trains them to become 
Dive Masters and ultimately instruc-
tors.

The pas two recipients of the schol-
arship - Rickeem Lashley and Joshua 
Weaver had the distinct honor of an-

... Continued story on page A4

Four Caymanians ages 65+ 
have been chosen by the De-
partment of Children and Fam-
ily Services (DCFS) to represent 
the observance throughout Oc-
tober, as ambassadors during 
Older Persons Month.

“The four older persons were 
selected because of their out-
standing community service 
track records,” said DCFS Direc-
tor Paulinda Mendoza Williams.

“We look forward to them 
taking an active part in the ob-
servance. This is a platform for 
them to encourage others to do 
what they can to help elderly 
persons in their own communi-
ties.”

Mr. John E. Ebanks, Mrs. Beu-
lah McField, Mr. McFarlane 
Conolly and Mrs. Idalee Scott 
were formally announced at the 
International Day of Older Per-
sons Garden Party on Tuesday, 
1 October, which of�icially launched 
this year’s Older Persons Month.

John E. Ebanks
Mr. Ebanks’ motto is “Do a good 

deed each day, and you will see what a 
difference it makes in someone else’s 
life.”

In 1969 he went to work with the 
section of the old Public Works De-
partment (PWD), now known as Na-
tional Roads Authority (NRA), as a 
truck driver and worked his way up 
through the ranks to become an as-
phalt plant operator. He then became 
supervisor of the roads construction 
with more than 100 men under his 
leadership. Mr. Ebanks also served as 
superintendent of roads construction 
and as an inspector.

He retired after 41 years of service 
and was given a �ive-year contract as 
a troubleshooter followed by another 
for a further 18 months.

Being a self-confessed people per-
son, he was inducted into the Lions 
Club of Grand Cayman in 1973, and 
worked his way up to club president, 
district zone chairperson, regional 
chairperson, district governor, and 
district council chairperson (the high-
est rank at district level).

To this day, Mr. Ebanks carries on 
his work serving the less fortunate 
through the Lions Club of Grand Cay-
man. He is also a member of the Cay-
manian Status & Permanent Residen-
cy Board. For 42 years, Mr. Ebanks 

  Older Persons Month Ambassador 2019 John 
E. Ebanks

... Continued story on page A6

The Be Strong Youth Rally and CI 
Strongman Competition wrapped up at 
the Lion’s Center on Saturday, 5th Oc-
tober after a second day of events, with 
scores of youngsters, parents and spec-
tators coming out to enjoy the activities 
despite light showers.

Organized by the CI Powerlifting Or-
ganization, the Be Strong Youth Rally 
featured visiting Strongman extraordi-
naire, Eddie ‘The Beast’ Hall; known as 
one of the strongest men in the world.

The event brought out participation 
from over 1200 young persons, in addi-
tion to families and friends from across 
the Cayman Islands who came out to 
support their personal favorites over 
the course of the weekend.

  (L-R) The Beast Eddie Hall and Cayman 
Islands Powerlifting President Tony 
McInerney stand with the Alex Panton 
Foundation

... Continued story on page A8
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COMMUNITY NOTICE
Temporary closure for 
Anton Bodden Drive, 

7-11 October
The RCIPS is in-

forming the public 
that Anton Bodden 
Drive will be tem-
porarily closed to 
westbound traf�ic 
between the hours 
of the 6:00AM and 
8:00AM beginning 
on Monday, 7 Oc-
tober. Traf�ic trav-
elling westward 
along Bodden Town 
Road, towards 
George Town, will 
not be permitted to turn onto Anton 
Bodden Drive during these hours; only 
local access will be permitted. East-
bound traf�ic will be unaffected.

This closure is being implement-
ed in consultation with our partner 
agencies, in response to concerns from 
members of the community regarding 

traf�ic issues in the area. The closure 
will be in effect on a trial basis for 
one week, until Friday, 11 October, 
after which it will be re-evaluated as 
needed.

The RCIPS is reminding the public 
to follow all traf�ic directions given by 
police of�icers. 

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky

Tuesday, 8 October
12:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King

1:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
1:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
2:00 AM News Update
2:20 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
3:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
3:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
6:00 AM News Update
6:20 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 AM Healthcare Conference September 26 2019

10:05 AM News Update
10:25 AM Healthcare Conference Dr. Lewis Warrington
11:22 AM Healthcare Conference Dr. Jason Markle
12:00 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Erick Gryzbowski
12:45 PM News Update

1:05 PM Healthcare Conference Nasolo Thompson
1:45 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
1:55 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Kerry A. Rood
2:51 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Ravi Kishore

12:00 PM News Update
4:00 PM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
6:00 PM News Update
6:20 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:25 PM Healthcare Conference Carole Appleyard
7:30 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
8:00 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Troy A. Gatcliffe
8:40 PM News Update
9:00 PM Healthcare Conference Professor Virginia Murray
9:50 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019

11:00 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:50 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019

Wednesday, 9 October
12:00 AM Official Funeral for Mr John Mclean Funeral

2:15 AM News Update
2:35 AM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:45 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:55 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 AM News Update
6:20 AM Cayman Islands Fire Service Chief Interview
6:25 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:20 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
8:00 AM For the Record

10:00 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019
11:05 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
11:35 AM News Update
12:00 PM Official Funeral for Mr John Mclean Funeral

2:15 PM News Update
2:35 PM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:45 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:55 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 PM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 PM News Update
6:20 PM Cayman Islands Fire Service Chief Interview
6:25 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:20 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:25 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
8:00 PM For the Record

10:00 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019
11:05 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
11:35 PM News Update

Thursday, 10 October
12:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King

1:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
1:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
2:00 AM News Update
2:20 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
3:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
3:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
6:00 AM News Update
6:20 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:30 AM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
7:50 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
8:00 AM Healthcare Conference September 26 2019

10:05 AM News Update
10:25 AM Healthcare Conference Dr. Lewis Warrington
11:22 AM Healthcare Conference Dr. Jason Markle
12:00 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Erick Gryzbowski
12:45 PM News Update

1:05 PM Healthcare Conference Nasolo Thompson
1:45 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
1:55 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Kerry A. Rood "New"
2:51 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Ravi Kishore 

12:00 PM News Update
4:00 PM Sunrise Adult Training Centre The Lion King
5:20 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
5:30 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
6:00 PM News Update
6:20 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility Press Conference
7:25 PM Healthcare Conference Carole Appleyard
7:30 PM DEH - Antimicrobial and the Environment 
8:00 PM Healthcare Conference Dr. Troy A. Gatcliffe
8:40 PM News Update
9:00 PM Healthcare Conference Professor Virginia Murray
9:50 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019

11:00 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
11:50 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019

Friday, 11 October
12:00 AM Official Funeral for Mr John Mclean Funeral

2:15 AM News Update
2:35 AM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:45 AM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:55 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 AM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 AM News Update
6:20 AM Cayman Islands Fire Service Chief Interview 
6:25 AM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:20 AM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:25 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
8:00 AM For the Record

10:00 AM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019
11:05 AM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
11:35 AM News Update
12:00 PM Official Funeral for Mr John Mclean Funeral

2:15 PM News Update
2:35 PM CCAICACB Anti-Corruption Conf 3 June 2019
3:45 PM Governor Hurricane Message 2019
3:55 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
4:00 PM Cayman's Maritime Heritage with National Trust
6:00 PM News Update
6:20 PM Cayman Islands Fire Service Chief Interview 
6:25 PM Special Commemorative Town Hall Ceremony 
7:20 PM NiCE Project An Overview of the Winter 2018 Initiative
7:25 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
8:00 PM For the Record

10:00 PM Cruise Berthing and Cargo Facility PB July 29 2019
11:05 PM Cayman Islands Classic Press Conference 7 May 2019
11:35 PM News Update

CIGTV GUIDE
FOR WEEK
OF OCTOBER 8 - 11

OF COFFINS, 
REEFS AND PIERS

In the “old days” when our airport 
saw only the odd �light of BWIA bring-
ing a few tourists to marvel at our un-
spoiled and virtually unoccupied beach-
es, or taking our fathers and brothers off 
to America, so that they could join one 
of the National Bulk Carriers ships, ei-
ther in the USA or as far away as Japan, I 
recall reading a series of billboards that 
were placed along the roadside leading 
to the airport. You will forgive me if I 
don’t quote the message exactly, for I’m 
retrieving images that were stored some 
sixty years ago in my ageing memory 
bank. I believe there were four individ-
ual boards. The �irst one declared, “He 
who drives.” The second: “When he is 
drunk.” The third (and here I’m not as 
positive), “Should carry his cof�in.” The 
fourth and �inal: “In his trunk.” Wheth-
er the third stated, “should carry” or 
“should haul” or “should take” I’m not 
sure. But you get the idea.

Sadly, that is still the truth. Maybe we 
should be retro and erect those four 
billboards all across the island. Now, 
bear with me for a bit, for I �ind myself 
thinking of those billboards (about the 
dangers of drunk/drinking-driving) as a 
metaphor of sorts—the kind of message 
that decision-makers at all levels should 
bear in mind.

Our legislators, for example, should 
be exceptionally cautious in accepting 
the assurances of the experts that the 

disturbances and disruptions of the ma-
rine ecosystem necessary for the erect-
ing of a cruise ship birthing pier. Should 
we �ind out after the fact—when the ex-
perts have deposited our cheques—that 
they were not omniscient, and that na-
ture has a way of always being beyond 
human control, it will then sadly be 
much, much too late. We already have 
real evidence that the warming of our 
seas is causing death and decline of our 
coral reefs. Do we think that these weak-
ened ecosystems can survive the kinds 
of stresses that will be intentionally 
placed on them in order for somebody 
to make more money?

Our own Dr. Steve McField has of-
fered a sobering observation, “More 
is not better than enough.” Maybe we 
should apply this aphorism as the guid-
ing principle for the development of our 
islands’ economy; else we may have to 
haul a very large cof�in in our collective 
trunk.

Pastor Alson Ebanks 

  Pastor Alson Ebanks

C�������� T����Wednesday, October 9, 2019 | Issue No 438PAGE A2
COMMUNITY VOICE | COMMUNITY NOTICE | CIGTV



EDITORIAL | COMMUNITY NOTICES
PAGE 2 Caymanian TimesWednesday, October 18, 2017  |   Issue No 132

Designer

Hairdresser

SecretaryLawyer

Director

Cameraman

Driver

Gardener

Dive instruct

Designer

Advertise
your 

 here
Fast,

Efficient, 
Affordable.

Only 48 hours’
notice required

Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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One of Cayman’s well known 
Musicians with a special connec-
tion to Abaco, Bahamas is staging 
a major bene�it concert in Stuart 
Florida Fairground for the Island.

Barefoot man has been going 
to the Bahamas since in 1969 and 
some of his �irst experiences in 
the Caribbean were in the Abacos 
Islands of the Bahamas.

The Caymanian Times had an 
opportunity to speak to Barefoot 
Man about the concert and why 
it was important for him to lend a 
helping hand in the effort to assist 
the people of the Bahamas.

“I have been doing the concert 
for 20 years, totaling 28 concerts. 
Some years we did a winter and a 
summer,” he exclaimed.

As part of the trip, Barefoot Man 
will be traveling with his usual 
cast of friends and Musicians.

Included in the bevy of talent 
making the journey with ‘Foot’ 
- as he is known the the musical 
fraternity in the Cayman Islands 
- are Sunny Jim ( who played Mu-
sic in Cayman at they Hyatt for 
many years ) and Sea n B Band, 
which includes Chuck and Bar-
ry Quape, Mark Mctaggart and Roger 
‘Bugs’ Wilson.

The National Flag Carrier of the Cay-
man Islands Cayman Airways Limited is 
one of the major sponsors, and will be 
picking up the tab for Barefoot, along 
with four band members to �ly to Florida.

“I have a daughter who lives/lived on 
Green Turtle Cay; one of the destroyed 
islands.

“As I have been visiting and perform-
ing in the Abaco Cays since around 
1969... I have several CDs and lots of 
song dedicated to the Abacos,” noted 
Barefoot Man.

Anyone who want to assist Barefoot 
Man’s and his team’s effort to assist the 
Abacos region of the Bahamas Islands 
can e-mail: barefoot@candw.ky, to be 
put on the list of organizers. 

  Chuck Quappe, Roger ‘Bugs’ Wilson, Mark 
McTagart, Barefoot Man, Barry Quappe are on 
their way to Florida for a benefit concert to ben-
efit the Abacos Islands in the Bahamas

Local Musician 
Organizes Bene�it 

for Abacos, Bahamas
Island Heritage Insurance Com-

pany, Ltd. (“Island Heritage” or “the 
Company”) has announced that 
A.M Best has af�irmed its �inancial 
strength rating of A (Excellent), along 
with the �inancial strength ratings of 
all main insurance operating compa-
nies of parent company BF&M Limit-
ed, as follows:

• BF&M General Insurance Compa-
ny Limited: A (Excellent) Bermuda

• BF&M Life Insurance Company 
Limited: A (Excellent) Bermuda

• Island Heritage Insurance Compa-
ny Ltd.: A (Excellent) Cayman

• Insurance Corporation of Barba-
dos Limited: A- (Excellent) Barbados

The outlook of each of these ratings 
is stable.

A.M. Best cited balance sheet 
strength re�lecting strong levels of 

capital supporting the businesses of 
the BF&M group of companies, along 
with consistent favourable net gains 
from a diversi�ied product portfolio 
and diversi�ied geographic operations. 
A.M. Best also highlighted the Compa-
ny’s signi�icant catastrophe reinsur-
ance protection and approach to risk 
management, mitigating the �inancial 
impact of losses in the Bahamas from 
Hurricane Dorian.

John Wight, Group Chairman and 
Chief Executive Of�icer of BF&M Limit-
ed, said: “These are the highest ratings 
given to a domestic insurer in the Car-
ibbean. A.M. Best’s endorsement, year 
after year, of our �inancial strength and 
consistent track record over time will 
serve to further strengthen our po-
sition as an insurer of choice for our 
customers and partners.” 

A.M. Best Affirms 
Financial Strength Ratings 

for Island Heritage

  Island Heritage Insurance Company, Ltd.

C�������� T���� Wednesday, October 9, 2019 | Issue No 438 PAGE A3
LOCAL NEWS | BUSINESS



nouncing this year’s awardees - Kamer-
on D’Hue and Shaun Jackson.

Suzy Soto (Wife of the late Bob Soto) 
gushed with pride as the young men re-
ceived the hounor noting, “These young 
men come from a rich seafaring back-
ground and their grandparents were 
seafaring people”.

As part of the program, over the next 
six months, the young men will be 
getting their accreditation and going 
through various levels of training; after 
which time they will be assisting in re-
planting the reef around Grand Cayman 
and further the Cayman Islands. The 
program is paid for by Bob Sotos in con-
junction with Red Sail Sports.

Eco Divers - The company providing 
and facilitating the young men’s train-
ing - has partnered with The Cayman 
Islands Department of Environment 
and other local dive operations to bring 
coral restoration to the Cayman Islands.

Our team has worked closely with 
Seas of Change, The Central Caribbean 
Marine Institute and the Coral Restora-
tion Foundation to develop a thoughtful 
and detailed process to collect, develop, 
and replant our local reefs.

Aaron Hart of Eco Divers noted, “We 
actively seek out Caymanians for this 
programme. When I came here ten years 
ago there were no Caymanians in the 
Dive industry… None!

“Now we have a program put together 
around protecting the reef while train-
ing these young Caymanians to be a part 
of one of the biggest industries in the 
Cayman Islands.”

Mr. Hart also revealed that according 
to of�icial numbers, the Caribbean has 
lost 95 percent of its coral reefs.

“In the Cayman Islands it’s about 80 
percent,” he explained.

During his remarks at the event, Tour-
ism Minister Moses Kirkconnell did not 
mention the controversial port project 

being proposed by the government 
which would see much of George Town’s 
coral reef disturbed.

In his remarks, The Minister lauded 
the awards as being a special part of 
Grand Cayman’s splendor as a dive des-
tination and noted that he hoped to see 
a permanent home here for the Scuba 
Diving Hall of Fame such as a scuba div-
ing museum.

The Minister also congratulated this 
years Hall of Fame Inductees whom in-
cluded Dr. Mohamed Taher (Egypt); Jon-
athan Bird (USA); Hussain ‘Sendi’ Rash-
eed (Republic of Maldives); Lee Selisky 
(USA); Fenimore Johnson Early Pioneer 
(USA)

“This year’s inductees into the Inter-
national Scuba Diving Hall of Fame fam-
ily represent the best in the industry. 
Their contributions and dedication to 
the industry close match the mission of 
the ISDHF - which is to recognize those 
who have contributed to the success 
and growth of recreational scuba div-
ing….”

Other honorees included Caymanians 
Dr, Carrie Manfrinoe, Dr. Croy McCoy, 
Steven Tippets and Emerging Caymani-
an Nakai Coni, a young Caymanian, who 

is a true ambassador 
of the Cayman Islands, 
snorkeling and diving 
Grand Cayman’s wa-
ters as a child. He be-
came a certi�ied Dive 
Master and dive in-
structor in 2012 and 
his since introduced 
numerous people to 
scuba diving.

As a dive guide, 
he has led hundreds 
of dives showcasing 
Grand Cayman. Nakai 
has also experienced 
diving in the British 
Virgin Islands and 
Scuba diving with Ti-
ger Sharks and Ham-
merheads in the Ba-
hamas.

At only 26 years old, 
this young Caymanian 
is a Certi�ied Ocean 
Yacht Master Boat 
Captain and has navi-
gated boats arose the 
Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans. 

Scuba Diving Hall of Fame Awards 
Shines Light on Young Caymanians

  Tourism Minister Moses Kirkconnell addresses the audience at the 2019 Scuba Diving Hall 
of Fame Awards  Miss Cayman Islands welcomes guests to the 2019 Scuba Diving Hall of Fame Awards

  (L-R) Kameron D’Hue, Suzy Soto and Shaun Jackson

... Continued story from page A1

The Ministry of Health, Environment, Culture and 
Housing is pleased to announce that the initial con-
tracts for the award of the construction of the new 
Long-Term Residential Mental Health Facility (LTRM-
HF) in East End, Grand Cayman have been signed.

In attendance at this momentous occasion was 
the Premier Hon. Alden McLaughlin, who previous-

ly served as Minister of Health, along with the Hon. 
Dwayne Seymour, Minister of Health.

The long-term residential mental health facility will 
be a 54-bed facility that will serve the residents of the 
Cayman Islands who have serious and persistent men-
tal illness, enabling them to be cared for holistically in 
a safe and secure environment.

This development helps to further ful�ill three of the 
Government’s strategic broad outcomes to ensure access 
to quality, affordable healthcare; to build stronger com-
munities; and to support the most vulnerable in society.

It is envisaged that the new facility will open in the 
second quarter of 2021.

At the signing of the contracts, Minister Seymour 
said: “The Long-term Residential Mental Health Facil-
ity will be a state of the art facility of its type in the 
region. While the establishment will aim to reintegrate 
patients back into society, it will also offer a secure and 
productive place to live for those who need life-long 
care. I look forward to breaking ground on this historic 
initiative next week. We are moving into a new era of 
mental health care in the Cayman Islands.”

Hon. Alden McLaughlin noted: “One of the driving 
forces behind the establishment of this new centre is 
to bring patients home who are overseas in institu-
tions. It will allow them to be closer to their families 
and friends as they undergo treatment which has prov-
en to be bene�icial to help them return as wholesome 
members of the community.”

The Ministry’s Acting Chief Of�icer Nancy Barnard 
voiced her appreciation for the team of civil servants 
who helped to start the tangible delivery of one of gov-
ernment’s major projects:

“The Ministry of Health team has worked diligently 
over the past few years, along with our fellow agencies 
in particular the Public Works Department. Special 
thanks also go to the project’s Steering Committee and 
to the Mental Health Commission, led by Dr Marc Lock-
hart, as well as to mental healthcare professionals and 
community advocates for getting the project to this 
stage,” she said. 

Government Signs Contracts for New 
Long-Term Residential Mental Health Facility

  L-R Front row: Brent McComb, Phoenix; Ron Wilson, Ron Wilson’s Equipment; Wally Smith, AAA Construction; Premier Hon. 
Alden McLaughlin; Minister of Health Hon. Dwayne Seymour; Acting Chief Officer for Health, Nancy Barnard. L-R Second 
row: Jason Brown, Ron Wilson’s Equipment; Barbara Anley, Phoenix; Patricia Thomas, AAA Construction; Acting-Deputy 
Chief Officer, Ministry of Health, Troy Jacob; Senior Project Manager and Deputy Director PWD, Niasha Brady; Senior Policy 
Officer for Health, Ministry of Health, Janett Flynn; Chief Project Manager, PWD Major Projects Office, Peter Ranger.

LOCAL NEWS
C�������� T����Wednesday, October 9, 2019 | Issue No 438PAGE A4



By Christopher Tobutt

“People are just miserable on the 
roads now, something has to be done,” 
said Bodden Town resident Twyla Var-
gas when over100 residents of the dis-
trict met with road of�icials and MLAs to 
discuss problems with the early-morn-
ing traf�ic back up at the Bodden Town 
Civic Centre. “My worry is that when I 
drive out of my gate in the morning to 
come to George Town, I will never get 
into town, because there are cars backed 
up from my gate at Daffodil Street all the 
way to George Town. It’s serious,” she 
said.

Belford Estates resident Yvonne 
Chambers shared the same concerns: “It 
takes a long time to reach your destina-
tion. I have a little minivan and I �ind I 
get stuck in the traf�ic. But nothing can 
be done because there is only one way 
out and one way in, and we do not have 
enough areas to divert the traf�ic.” Lots 
of resident have ideas of what should or 
could or might be done, to make the sit-
uation better. Arthur McTaggart said: “I 
would like to see things that are outside 
of the box, not the norm; not building 
more roads. I want to see beyond that, 
like alternative transportation – better 
for cyclists, motorcyclists, public trans-
portation. We need better types of bus-
ses, or consider, potentially light rail, 
raised monorail,”

There are Around 400 new cars com-
ing onto the Island every month accord-
ing to one of the presenters, MLA for 
Prospect, Austin Harris. He was one of 
the �ive panelists including Planning 
and Infrastructure Minister Hon. Joseph 
Hew, Elected Representative for Bodden 
Town East Hon. Dwayne Seymour, NRA 

Director Edward Howard and Police In-
spector Fernando Soto who gave pres-
entations during the evening.

Mr. Harris has been part of an of�i-
cial government committee who have 
been looking into traf�ic problems, and 
making recommendations, such as con-
trolling the number of new cars com-
ing in by classifying those who import 
more than two cars a year as either 
“resellers” in which case they will need 
a trade & business license, or “collec-
tors.” Other recommendations includ-
ed preventing people who are on short 
term work permits from importing 
cars, and urging private schools to use 
more busses.

A Bodden Town resident himself, 
Seymour, knows about the problem 
�irsthand. “We saw ease-ups, we were 
all happy, and then within a year the 
problem came back,” he said. The mes-
sage I sent to the government was ‘my 
people need at least one more hour of 

sleep; and that includes me.’” Mr. Sey-
mour said he had been listening to, and 
relaying to government messages sent 
to him by residents, and said was very 
thankful for them, and encouraged res-
idents to continue contributing to the 
pool of good ideas. “The Government 
agrees with you that something had to 
be done. Not only about widening exist-
ing roads and �inding connector roads, 
but coming up with a whole plan, to 
deal with the root causes of this prob-
lem,” he said.

Mr. Hew outlined a series of extensive 
plans for adding lanes and new roads, 
including creating a third lane going 
west from Red Bay Roundabout into 
Shamrock road, and a third lane inside 
the roundabout. “Next month we will 
be signalizing some of the roundabouts 
at Grand Harbour and Red Bay, and the 
Tomlinson Roundabout, similar to what 
we have done at South Sound,” Mr. Hew 
announced. He also said that around 

Christmas time the second phase of the 
widening of the Linford Pierson High-
way, from Agnes Way to Bobby Thomp-
son Way would begin.

The East–West Arterial Road would 
be extended all the way to Bodden Town 
at �irst, and eventually way through to 
East End, and would be widened into 
two lanes in the Western section, and 
eventually into six. Minister Hew also 
announced that work on the new Hur-
ricane Shelter at Bodden Town would 
begin in the New Year. “So this time next 
year we should have the completed hur-
ricane shelter at Pastor Rose’s church,” 
he said. 

Bodden town residents meet over traf�ic woes

  Panellists: L-R Edward Howard, Austin Harris, Dwayne Seyour, Jo-
seph Hew, and Fernando Soto  The meeting at Bodden Town Civic Centre

The parent company of Health City 
Cayman Islands, Narayana Health, has 
been recognized as one of the world's 
most innovative health care providers 
by Fortune magazine’s annual “Change 
The World” list of companies.

While the iconic Fortune 500 list 
identi�ied the world’s richest and larg-
est corporations, Fortune’s “Change 
The World” honors companies that rec-
ognize public health, environmental, 
economic, and social problems as ma-
jor challenges - but also as opportuni-
ties to initiate a so-called virtuous cir-
cle. They understand that doing good 
for society and the planet can help 
them bring in more revenue, which can 
help them do more good, in a self-rein-
forcing loop.

A total of 52 companies from around 
the globe were listed and lauded by For-
tune for “using the creative tools of busi-
ness to meet society’s unmet needs". 
Narayana Health placed at number 33.

The only other hospital group includ-
ed as a global game-changer was listed 
at number 47. Prominent global com-
panies Alibaba, Hilton, eBay, JPMorgan 
Chase, and Patagonia were also topped 
by Narayana. It was one of nine compa-
nies on the list with less than a billion 
dollars in annual revenue.

While the smaller companies perform 
very pro�itably and are known for their 
social responsibility, Fortune stressed it 
doesn’t score companies on their chari-
table generosity, “nor does it rate them 
on some cosmic scale of good and bad. It 
celebrates the nexus where daring ide-
as overlap with the desire to make the 
world better.”

World-changing companies recog-
nize that a narrow focus on sharehold-
er value can hurt a business in the long 
run, but, according to Fortune, “they 
strengthen their businesses by invest-
ing in their employees and bolstering 
the communities where they operate.”

In addition to eliciting transformative 
ideas from its employees, successful 

companies discussed social and envi-
ronmental issues with its communities 
and in its public �ilings.

Dr. Binoy Chattuparambil, Clinical 
Director and Chief Cardiac Surgeon at 
Health City Cayman Islands was delight-
ed to hear of the facility’s parent com-
pany being recognized by the magazine 
widely regarded as the world’s most 
iconic business publication.

“The inclusion of Narayana Health 
on this list of innovators is entirely �it-
ting. The very existence of Health City 
Cayman Islands is evidence of Dr. Devi 
Shetty’s focus on innovation and chang-
ing the way healthcare services are de-
livered to patients around the globe. The 
ethos of Narayana Health is very much 
centered on change. The idea is that 
if you want to change something, you 
need to keep going, and to continue pro-
gressing. Some of the individual changes 
will be small ones, but they will add up 
to a transformation. Dr. Shetty himself 
has said that ‘in healthcare you can’t do 
one big thing and reduce the price. We 
have to do 1,000 small things’.”

Analyzing the success of Narayana 
Health, Fortune said the company of-
fered medical care at “prices that bog-
gle the American mind” by “rethinking 

surgical care and bringing down its price 
tag.” For example, open-heart surgery 
at NH facilities in India costs US$3,500, 
while the price of an endoscopy is $14.

The health care group, which has 
grown to 24 hospitals, with all but 
Health City Cayman Islands located 
in India, makes treatment affordable 
in part by being judicious with skilled 
workers’ time. Fortune added that “sen-
ior surgeons swoop in for just the most 
challenging part of a procedure and so 
perform roughly four times as many 
surgeries as a U.S. doctor would.”

In line with its parent company’s 
ethos, Health City Cayman Islands’ own 
mission is a commitment to delivering 
world-class health care that is accessi-
ble and affordable for all through inno-
vative, internationally staffed and recog-
nized medical centers of excellence.

“Our centers are characterized by 
compassionate and exceptional experi-
ences for patients and staff, with med-
ical services that are high-quality and 
affordable, and re�lect a world culture 
and healing environment that are com-
fortable for any guest from around the 
world,” said Shomari Scott, the hospi-
tal’s director of business development.

Read the full story here:

https://fortune.com/change-the-
world/2019/narayana-health

About Health City 
Cayman Islands

Health City Cayman Islands, the vision 
of renowned heart surgeon and human-
itarian Dr. Devi Shetty, is supported by 
Narayana Health, one of India’s largest 
private healthcare systems. Health City, 
only the second hospital in the Caribbean 
to receive the Joint Commission Interna-
tional's "hospital accreditation", provides 
compassionate, high-quality, affordable 
healthcare services in a world-class, com-
fortable, patient-centered environment. 
Offering healthcare to local, regional and 
international patients, Health City Cay-
man Islands delivers excellence in adult 
and pediatric cardiology, cardiac surgery, 
cardiac electrophysiology, medical oncol-
ogy, orthopedics, sports medicine, pedi-
atric endocrinology, gastrointestinal and 
bariatric surgery, neurology, interven-
tional neurology and neuro-diagnostics, 
neurosurgery, minimally invasive spine 
surgery, gynecology, urology, pediatric 
allergies, colorectal surgery, dental, sleep 
lab and pulmonology services.

For further information, visit www.
healthcitycaymanislands.com. 

FORTUNE MAGAZINE HAILS DR. DEVI 
SHETTY’S NARAYANA HEALTH

Parent of Health City Cayman Islands named top world health care game-changer

  Narayana Health Chairman and founder of Health City Cayman 
Islands Dr. Devi Shetty is a proponent of innovation in health care 
who wants to increase access to high-quality medical services

  Health City Cayman Islands, located on the island of Grand 
Cayman in the northwest Caribbean, is the only Narayana Health 
facility located outside of India

  Planning and Infrastructure Minister Hon. 
Joseph Hew

  Bodden Town Resident Twyla Vargas   Arthur McTaggart
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shopped overseas for the Christmas Day 
give-a-way to the elderly and shut-ins 
all over the island. He also organised the 
“All Island Kids Christmas Party”, held 
annually at the Lions Centre for 300-
350 kids.

Mr. Ebanks feeds the residents at the 
Pines Retirement Home two or three 
times a year. He also collects donated 
goods from Kirk’s Supermarket, for the 
Lions Food Pantry storage, delivering 
food packages to the less fortunate el-
derly each month.

Additionally, he assists deserving sen-
iors by building/remodelling homes, 
constructing handicap ramps for easier 
access, and installing safety railings in 
bathrooms.

For eight years Mr. Ebanks has been 
on the Prostrate and Colon Cancer 
Events Committee, which promotes 
cancer awareness and provides men's 
health screenings Island-wide.

Mr. Ebanks is married to wife, Sharon, 
and together they have four children, 
one daughter-in-law and nine grand-
children.

Beulah McField
Mrs. Beulah McField is the mother of 

three children and grandmother of �ive.
A devoted Christian she received a call 

from God in 1993 to start an after school 
programme in George Town in the area 
of School Road. Ms Beulah quit her 
job and volunteered with the Nation-
al Council of Voluntary Organisation’s 
summer camp being run out of George 
Town Primary School, so she could bet-
ter understand what was being called to 
do.

With $2,000 dollars given to her by 
her eldest child, who told her to: “Do 
what God told you to do,” she opened the 
Rehoboth After-School Enrichment Cen-
tre in October 1994. The after-school 
centre has served thousands of children 
in its 25 years and continues to do so.

In 1997 God presented Ms Beulah 

with another opportunity to service the 
community, but instead of children the 
focus was on the elderly. She founded 
Cayman Islands Meals on Wheels, which 
began feeding 14 seniors three days a 
week in George Town. She worked at ex-
panding it for 20 years while continuing 
with the after-school. Ms Beulah �inally 
retired from Meals on Wheels in Sep-
tember 2017, but remains as the found-
ing member on the board of directors. 
When she retired Meals on Wheels was 
feeding more than 200 persons daily 
and had expanded into all �ive districts 
of Grand Cayman.

Ms Beulah has been an ordained min-
ister of the gospel since 2014. She is the 
pastor of Rehoboth Ministries Outreach 
Fellowship, the ministry she founded.

McFarlane Conolly
McFarlane “Mac” Conolly is the epit-

ome of service to others above self. A 
retired career banker, he now devotes 
a signi�icant portion of his time to help-
ing others not only in his community, 
but throughout Grand Cayman. He is 
the consummate “jack-of-all-trades,” 
well-versed in (but not limited to deal-
ing with) plumbing, electrical, building 
and mechanical issues. Mr. Conolly’s 
pro�iciency results in calls to repair wa-
ter pumps and heaters, install fans, �ix 
appliances, help with cement work, re-
pair roofs and other home maintenance 
tasks. There is no need, large or small, 
that he will not tackle and successfully 
complete.

In addition to these projects in the 
physical world, he is devoted to serving 
the Lord. He is a committed Christian, 
who studies the Word to effectively wit-
ness and to further assist others. This 
is Mac’s most important “job” now. He 
facilitates Bible study with small groups 
in several districts across the island. Mr. 
McFarlane supplies study Bibles and 
other materials not only to members of 
these groups, but also to those that he 
witnesses to locally and overseas. He is 
often called on to perform devotions at 

seniors functions and has spoken at sev-
eral church services across Grand Cay-
man.

Mr. McFarlane - known for his hon-
esty, integrity, approachability and 
non-judgemental personality - is often 
called on to mediate situations with 
individuals or families who may be ex-
periencing relationship or �inancial dif-
�iculties.

His willingness to share his time and 
knowledge with others is a true testa-
ment to Mr. McFarlane’s belief that each 
of us can make a positive difference to 
make the world a better place.

Maureen Idalee Scott
Mrs. Maureen Idalee Scott, or Ms 

Idalee as she is commonly known, is a 
mother of three children, and lovingly 
nurtured several of her grandchildren. 
She is a widow and now dedicates her 
time to her friends and to helping oth-
ers.

The former businesswoman ran a 
shop, which sold handmade coral, wood 
and Caymanite items carved by her de-
parted husband.

The Stake Bay resident is a highly in-
volved member of the All Nations Pen-
tecostal Church in Cayman Brac, and 
prays daily to give her strength to help 
others. Ms Idalee is well-known in her 
community for singing, which she loves 
to do. She is usually called on to share 
her talent at Christmas cantatas, and at 
funerals, church functions as well as at 
DCFS’ senior citizens events.

A caring, talented and wise individu-
al, Ms Idalee enjoys assisting anyone in 
need. She donates food and clothes to 
good causes, visits shut-ins community, 
running errands for them. She also cooks 
food and shares with them. She likes do-
ing neighbourly chores; and even plants 
�lowering trees in neighbours’ yards and 
cares for them to maturity. Ms Idalee 
sometimes stays overnight with friends 
to keep them company or help care for 
them.

She sees being active in the communi-
ty as a way for her to keep in touch with 
others. Ms Idalee likes the “togetherness” 
of being with others, and her strong faith 
means that she has love in her heart 
when carrying out God’s work. 

This Year’s Older Persons Month Ambassadors Bios

  Older Persons Month 
Ambassador 2019 Beu-
lah McField

  Older Persons Month 
Ambassador 2019 Mau-
reen Idalee Scott

  Older Persons Month 
Ambassador 2019 Mc-
Farlane Conolly

... Continued story from page A1

RCIPS Acting Police Inspec-
tor Roje Williams will be de-
parted the Cayman Islands on 
Friday, 4 October to attend a 
12 week intensive leadership 
development training program 
At the FBI National Academy 

located in Quantico, Virginia in 
the United States of America.

A/Insp Williams was nomi-
nated to attend this program by 
the RCIPS Commissioner of Po-
lice in consultation with the Di-
rector of the FBI. The FBI lead-

ership development program is 
geared at global improvement 
for Law Enforcement Agencies 
targeting current and future 
police leaders.

Commissioner Byrne stated, 
“As a graduate of the FBI Acad-

emy I understand the strategic 
importance of attending such 
a prestigious leadership de-
velopment program. I am very 
pleased that the Director of the 
FBI has agreed to provide this 
leadership development pro-
gram to the RCIPS. A/Insp Wil-
liams has shown tremendous 
leadership potential over the 
period that I have been Com-
missioner and worked along-
side him. It will be an inten-
sive 12 weeks training for Roje 
with a blended mix of academ-
ic studies, leadership develop-
ment and physical �itness. The 
FBINA is considered a hugely 
prestigious leadership devel-
opment program for aspiring 
police leaders and represents 
a signi�icant opportunity for 
Roje, which I believe he will 
embrace wholeheartedly. Roje 
had a lot of preparatory work 
to do before being accepted 
by the academy. During his 
training he will be exposed 
to some of top tier leadership 
studies and will be required to 
present case studies as part of 
the program. On a lighter note, 
Roje will have the opportunity 
to complete the Yellow Brick 
Road �itness and endurance 
challenge course, made fa-
mous in the �ilm Silence of the 
Lambs. Having completed the 
challenge he will receive an 
inscribed Yellow Brick which 
recipients proudly display in 
their of�ice on return. I wish 
Roje well on the course and 
look forward to receiving his 
performance report from the 
academy in due course”

After being nominated for the 
role, A/Insp Williams had to go 
through an application process, 
a thorough background check 
and also had to pass a physi-
cal examination before being 
accepted to the academy. He 
believes that he is the only rep-
resentative from the Caribbean 
who will be in attendance and 
that there will only be a handful 
of persons from jurisdictions 
outside the USA.

A/Insp Williams says, “I am 
delighted at being accepted 
into the National Academy for 

the FBI. Not very many people 
are given such a signi�icant op-
portunity to better their career. 
I am a career police of�icer and 
policing is what I love to do. I 
accept all prospects to develop 
in my chosen �ield with open 
arms and I am excited to see 
what the training has to offer. 
Even more, I know that the 
networking I will be able to do 
with of�icers from other agen-
cies will be priceless.”

A/Insp Williams will be do-
ing training courses in Coun-
ter-Terrorism, Policing, Media 
Relations and Strategic Lead-
ership. His studies over the 12 
week period will take him to 
other states across the USA for 
�ield development and experi-
ence.

Over the past year, A/Insp 
Williams has been in charge of 
special projects and has led the 
policing aspects of several high 
pro�ile events such as Kaaboo, 
the Royal Visit and the Interna-
tional Trading Summit. When 
asked how the training will 
bene�it him in the post he now 
holds, he stated, “I am interest-
ed in providing the best service 
to the people of the Cayman 
Islands. In order to so as an 
individual and as a service, we 
have to ensure that we main-
tain a world class standard for 
the of�icers and the service as a 
whole, which is in keeping with 
the goal of becoming a world 
class civil service.” 

Acting Inspector Roje Williams to Attend 
Leadership Development Training at the FBI

  RCIPS Acting Police Inspector 
Roje Williams
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Preparation and planning for the annual Silent Wit-
ness March taking place on Friday, 18 October began 
several months ago. A steering committee comprising 
of representatives from the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club of Grand Cayman (BPW), the Cayman 
Islands Crisis Centre, the Family Resource Centre, and 
the Ministry of Community Affairs’ Gender Affairs Unit 
(GAU) met regularly on the run up to the event. All 
these organisations play a key role in working to end 
domestic violence and bullying in the Cayman Islands.

“We believe that we are stronger together,” said 
GAU’s Senior Policy Analyst (Gender, Diversity and 
Equality) Karlene Bramwell.

“By combining our ideas, energy and resources; we 
hope to increase public awareness of these issues that 
affect so many in our community,” she added.

GAU’s $500 contribution will offset the cost of stag-
ing the march, which ends with a ceremony on the 
steps of the Legislative Assembly. When Ms Bramwell 
presented the cheque to Cheryl Myles of BPW, she ex-
plained that the contribution went further than the 
donation. The Ministry’s commitment is also re�lected 

in the decision to close Grand Cayman’s Department 
of Children and Family Services and the Needs Assess-
ment Unit of�ices slightly earlier on Friday 18th, to al-
low staff to attend the march.

According to Ms Bramwell, participants join in the 
two-mile march to not only show their support of sur-
vivors of domestic violence and bullying; and to stand 
up for those suffering in silence; but also to remember 
those who have lost their lives as a result.

“We encourage companies, government of�icials and 
staff, civic organisations and others to take part and be 
a champion for this worthy cause. We ask for nothing 
except one hour of your time to show you care and to 
bear witness,” she concluded.

The Silent Witness March starting at 3:30 p.m., out-
side the Government Administration Building, ends 
at Heroes Square. Attendees are encouraged to wear 
either purple or their organisation’s uniform, and to 
display their banners and placards.

For more information on the Silent Witness March, 
visit Facebook.com/BPWGrandCayman or email info@
bpwgcm.org. 

Gender Affairs Unit Supports Silent Witness March

  (L-r) Mehr Lamba of the Cayman Islands Crisis Centre 
looks on as Cheryl Myles of BPW receives a Silent Wit-
ness March cheque from Senior Policy Analyst, Karlene 
Bramwell, on behalf of the Gender Affairs Unit

Professional money laundering, how 
to spot terrorism �inancing, and �inan-
cial crime involving complex corporate 
structures was discussed during the 
Financial Crime Investigation Unit’s 
(FCIU) recent Stakeholders Forum.

The forum provides an environment 
for law enforcement and �inancial ser-
vices industry representatives to dis-
cuss and share information that may 
help detect, prevent and disrupt money 
laundering and wider economic crime 
threats in the Cayman Islands.

Class A banks compliance repre-
sentatives, corporate services provid-
ers and mutual fund administrators 
attended the 25 September forum, 
alongside representatives from the Fi-
nancial Reporting Authority, the Roy-
al Cayman Islands Police Service and 

the National Coordination Team for 
the Anti-Money Laundering Steering 
Group (AMLSG).

The forum ful�ils a recommendation 
given to the Cayman Islands this past 
March by the Caribbean Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (CFATF), in its assess-
ment of Cayman’s regime for �ighting 
money laundering, terrorist �inancing, 
and proliferation (weapons of mass de-
struction) �inancing.

“There are great bene�its to having 
law enforcement and the private sec-
tor working together, because the scale 
and complexity of serious organised 
crime – including �inancial crimes such 
as money laundering – requires active 
partnership between government and 
industry,” said the FCIU’s Detective Chief 
Inspector Richard Barrow.

“The Stakeholders Forum therefore 
recognises and accommodates where 
the responsibilities of law enforcement, 
government and the �inancial sector 
overlap. Attendees have said they ap-
preciate the ability to hold open, pro-
ductive discussions on these sensitive 
topics,” he said.

Following presentations from the 
experts, the forum participants partici-
pated in small group break-out sessions 
to share general characteristics that un-
derlie suspicious activity and best prac-
tices when �iling a suspicious activity 
report. By all accounts, the meeting of 
the Stakeholders’ Forum was a success.

“There is a clear willingness by all par-
ties to participate in the forum, which 
indicates Cayman’s commitment as a ju-
risdiction to global standards in these ar-

eas,” said Elisabeth Lees who, in her role 
as the AMLSG’s National Coordinator, 
supports Government and the private 
sector’s response to the CFATF report.

“The forum’s work strengthens Cay-
man’s ability to disrupt �inancial crime 
both domestically and internationally, 
which is a positive development.”

The Stakeholders’ Forum is expected 
to continue to meet on a quarterly ba-
sis, Mr Barrow said. It eventually will 
expand its membership to the wider 
�inancial services sector and designat-
ed non-�inancial businesses and profes-
sions (such as accountants, lawyers, real 
estate agents, and dealers of precious 
metals and stones), which are also re-
quired to comply with Cayman Islands 
anti-money laundering and counter-ter-
rorism �inancing laws. 

Private, Public Sectors Join to Fight Financial Crime

  The Financial Crime Investigation Unit’s Detective Chief Inspector Richard Barrow speaks 
during the 25 September Stakeholders

  The Financial Reporting Authority’s Director Robert Berry speaks during the 25 September 
Stakeholders Forum

Wounding in George 
Town

Shortly before 11:00PM on Tuesday 
1 October, of�icers responded to a re-
port of a serious assault that had oc-
curred in the parking lot of a business 
on Shedden Road in the vicinity of Dr. 
Roys Drive, George Town. A woman 
was assaulted by a man known to her 

and received knife wounds to the head. 
The culprit then �led the location. The 
woman was transported by private 
vehicle to the hospital, where she re-
mains in stable condition.

The matter is under police investiga-
tion. Robbery at Walkers Road Rubis

At about 11:30PM on Wednesday 2 
October, of�icers responded to a report 
of a robbery at the RUBIS service sta-
tion on Walkers Road, George Town. 
Two masked males entered the estab-
lishment, brandishing machetes, and 
demanded cash from a staff member 
there. The men made off with a quantity 
of cash and other items, �leeing on foot 
in the direction of Zeedah Crescent and 
into the Windsor Park area. No one was 
injured during the incident.

The suspects are described as being of 
slim build, light complexion and about 6 
ft. in height.

The matter is currently under police 
investigation and anyone with any infor-
mation, or who may have seen anything 
suspicious in the area last night, especially 
between 11:00PM and 12:00AM, is asked 
to contact George Town CID at 949-4222.

Anonymous tips can be provided di-
rectly to the RCIPS via our Con�iden-
tial Tip Line at 949-7777, or via our 
website http://www.rcips.ky/submit-
a-tip. Tips can also be submitted anon-
ymously via the Miami-based call centre 
of Crime Stoppers at 800-8477(TIPS), 
or online http://www.crimestoppers.
ky/submit-tip. 

Police Business Centre 
CLOSED on Thursday, 

10 October
The Police Business Centre on 

Walkers Road, which includes the 
Criminal Records Of�ice and The Se-
curity and Firearms Licensing Unit, 
will be CLOSED for business on 
Thursday, 10 October for important 
staff training.

The Centre will reopen for business as 
usual on Friday 11 October at 8:30AM.

In the event of an emergency, please 
contact the George Town Police Sta-
tion on 949 4222.

The RCIPS apologizes for any incon-
venience that this closure may cause. 

George Town Resident 
Found Unresponsive

Just before 4PM on Wednesday 2 
October, police and other emergency 
services were dispatched to a report of 
a man that was found unresponsive in 
his George Town residence.

The man was pronounce dead at 
the scene and an investigations in the 

circumstances of his death has been 
launched by the police.

The man was identi�ied as 31-years-
old Muhammad Ali Ishfaaq Nuckchady 
of Mauritius. The RCIPS would like to 
extend condolences to the family and 
friends of the deceased. 

RCIPS searching for 
wanted man

The RCIPS is seeking the 
assistance of the public to 
locate wanted man Davian 
Thompson.

He is suspected of as-
saulting a woman known 
to him causing her grievous 
bodily harm. Mr. Thompson 
is said to be of dark com-
plexion, medium built and 
approximately 5ft 9inches 
tall.

The RCIPS would also like 
to inform the public as well 
that it is an offence to assist any person 
to avoid being arrested by the police, 
knowing that the person has committed 
an offense, the punishment for which is 
imprisonment for up to 7 years.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the 
whereabouts of Mr. Davi-
an Thompson is encour-
aged to call DI Morrison 
at 916-1045 or call the 
Georg e Town Police Sta-
tion at 949-4222

Anonymous tips can be 
provided directly to the 
RCIPS via our Con�iden-
tial Tip Line at 949-7777, 
or via our website http://
www.rcips.ky/submit-a-

tip. Tips can also be submitted anony-
mously via the Miami-based call centre 
of Crime Stoppers at 800-8477(TIPS), 
or online http://www.crimestoppers.
ky/submit-tip/. 

  Davian Thompson

P O L I C E  N E W S
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Levi Superville, a member of the 
youth running club 345 Athletics, won 
the Pirates Week To Hell and Back 10K 
on Sunday 6th October. The sixteen-
year-old snatched the top spot ahead of 

49 other runners with the top time of 38 
minutes 45.07 seconds.

Wyatt Bodden crossed the line second 
(43:29.06) just ahead of Douglas Ander-
son (43:46.05) who snagged third overall.

In the female di-
vision, 345 Athlet-
ics Club runner Ava 
Hider (17 years old) 
�inished the course 
in 47 minutes 33.02 
seconds, taking �irst 
place. Charlotte 
Cloete was the second 
female �inisher with 
a time of 49:23.02. 
Megan Webb-Sanders 
completed the 10K 
in third place with a 
time of 51:42.01.

“Congrats to all the 
participants especial-
ly the top �inishers 
and to Levi, Ava and 
Wyatt who are all 345 
Athletics team mem-
bers. Pirates Week is 
proud to offer one of 
the few 10k events 
on island and to see 
the youth taking part 
and doing well is ex-
tremely uplifting,” 
said Melanie McField, 
Pirates Week General 
Manager.

“We are grateful for 
the Ministry of Sports 
and Calico Jack’s for 
sponsoring this event 
once again. We also want to offer a big 
thanks to our dedicated volunteers; Pi-
rate, Alberto Campuzano who cheered 
on the runners out at the Hell Attrac-
tion; the Cayman Islands Red Cross and 
Royal Cayman Islands Police Service 
who offered support in maintaining the 
safety of the runners and Race Caribbe-

an for their professional race manage-
ment services,” added Ms. McField.

Proceeds from the Pirates Week To 
Hell and Back 10k bene�it the 345 Ath-
letic Club.

View full results here: http://www.
racecaribbean.net/events/hell-n-back-
10k-2019-results/ 

“TO HELL AND BACK 10K WINNERS ANNOUNCED”

The Pirates Week Festival is the 
largest event in the Cayman Islands 
calendar, annually drawing over 
35,000 spectators for the duration of 
the �ive-day festival and District Her-
itage Day events. During this time, the 
islands are transformed into a mass 
of colour and revelry, with over three 
dozen different events being hosted 
over three weekends, across all three 
islands!

The Pirates Week Festival is ad-
ministered by the Tourism Attraction 
Board of the Cayman Islands.

Those looking to participate in the 
festival or become a sponsor in any 
way, can email events@piratesweek-
festival.com.

If you would like more information 
about this topic, please email market-
ing@tab.ky.

2019 District Heritage 
Days

The District Heritage Committees 
will once again highlight unique as-
pects of their individual districts, with 
cultural displays, traditional food and 
fun activities for children and adults.

The District Heritage Days will take 
place this year from 12th – 16th No-
vember.

The District Heritage Day schedule 
is as follows:

• East End: Tuesday, 12th Novem-
ber

• West Bay: Wednesday, 13th No-
vember

• North Side: Thursday, 14th No-
vember

• Bodden Town: Friday, 15th No-
vember

• George Town: Saturday, 16th No-
vember

To learn more, log on to the website 
www.piratesweekfestival.com. Here 
you can �ind out about the more than 
40 events being held throughout the 
festival season, sign up as a volunteer, 
food or craft vendor in Grand Cayman 
or Cayman Brac.

The public is also encouraged to fol-
low Pirates Week on Facebook, Insta-
gram and Twitter for real time updates.

Sponsors
The Pirates Week Festival is pleased 

to have the support of these major 
sponsors for the 2019 events:

• AI Rentals
• Ace Hardware
• Cayman Airways Ltd.
• Bacardi
• Cayman Islands Department of 

Tourism
• Hurley’s Media Ltd.
• Ministry of Tourism
• Ministry of Culture
• Tourism Attraction Board
A complete list of sponsors can be 

found on the www.piratesweekfesti-
val.com

  17-year-old Ava Hider receives her award from Melanie 
McField as the winner of the female division of the 2019 
THAB 10k

  16-year-old Levi Superville receives his award from Mela-
nie McField as overall winner of the 2019 THAB 10k

 16-year-old Levi Superville and 17-year-old Ava Hider with 
they 2019 THAB 10k awards from Melanie McField

  Pirate, Alberto Campuzano with Red Cross Volunteers 
were stationed at the Hell Attraction turnaround point

Proceeds from the Be Strong Youth 
Rally and CI Strongman Competition 
will bene�it the Cayman Heart Fund, 
the Alex Panton Foundation and the An-
ti-Bullying Foundation as well as assist 
Cayman’s powerlifters with expenses 
for overseas competitions.

Mr. Hall, who suffered from anxiety 
and depression as a youngster, was also 
bullied, a fact which led him to take up 
the sport of powerlifting and weight 
training.

In his remarks on Saturday, he ac-
knowledged and praised the purpose 
of the event and the courage of those 
who overcome adversity to go on to lead 
successful lives and be an inspiration to 
others.

The Beast has also been an ambassa-
dor of sorts while in the Cayman Islands 
and on his Instagram page, which boasts 
over 1.6 million followers, the English-
man has been ‘shouting out’ the British 

Territory and telling the world about the 
wonderful time he and his team are hav-
ing here.

Cayman Islands Powerlifting Presi-
dent Tony McInerney noted, “We are ex-

ceptionally pleased to have Eddie here 
and we are also extremely grateful for 
the amazing turnout for this very spe-
cial event. We are so thankful for all the 
community support.”

Sportsmanship, con�idence-building, 
character-development and competi-
tiveness are all major components of 
what the strongman competition is all 
about and a series of exciting compe-
titions during the event included feats 
of strength, as well as races consisting 
of agility and general coordination and 
skill.

Young men from all age-groups all 
brought their ‘A games,’ and the com-
petition was certainly �ierce. Though 
not to be outdone by the lads, the ladies 
showed up ‘big time’ too and gave an ex-
traordinary display of energy, determi-
nation and sportsmanship.

According to Wikipedia, “Edward Hall 
is an English former professional strong-
man, notable for winning the World's 
Strongest Man 2017 competition and 
for being the world record deadlift hold-
er, lifting 500 kg under strongman rules, 
which he achieved in 2016”

Mr. Hall also visited students in Cay-
man Brac. 

Be Strong Youth Rally, CI Strongman Competition
... Continued story from page A1

  (L-R) The Beast gets ready to compete in a race at the Be Strong 
Youth Rally and CI Strongman Competition   The Beast

  Amani Ebanks packs mega strength for his age and won 3rd 
overall in his age group  Mr. Sean Evans and Mrs. Ailian Evans of the Cayman Heart Fund
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Jamaica Aiming to Develop Solar Technology For Export
Prime Minister Andrew Holness, says 

Jamaica has been aligning itself with the 
right contacts and expertise, where it 
could eventually develop its own locally 
generated solar technology for export.

Holness, who was giving the keynote 
address at the inauguration of Para-
dise Park Solar Farm in Savanna-la-Mar, 
Westmoreland, said “projects like 
these”, in which some of the world’s best 
known renewable energy producers are 

shareholders, “give me the con�idence” 
that Jamaica too could be heading for 
the big times.

“The Eight Rivers Energy Company 
(EREC) is the type of joint venture ar-

rangement that we want to 
see more of in Jamaica,” the 
Prime Minister noted, refer-
ring to the company that was 
created for the sole purpose 
of owning and managing 
Paradise Park Solar Farm.

“Neoen, which owns just 
over 50 per cent of Eight Riv-
ers, is a major global player in 
the renewable energy indus-
try. It is also a high-growth 
company with a presence in 
France, Australia, Mexico, El 
Salvador, Argentina, Finland, 
Ireland, Zambia, Portugal, 
and now Jamaica. In particu-
lar, Neoen operates Europe’s 
most powerful solar farm 
in Cestas, France, and the 
world’s largest lithium-ion 
power reserve in Hornsdale, 

Australia,” he added.
Holness said that the involvement 

of a world-class solar-energy compa-
ny like Neoen in a project in Jamaica is 
also signi�icant from the standpoint that 
it speaks to the “demonstrated experi-

ence and resources” that are available 
to EREC in operating and expanding its 
solar presence in Jamaica.

In the meantime, the Prime Minister 
said that the interest of Jamaicans in in-
vesting in renewable energy could not 
have been more pronounced and more 
clearly demonstrated that when the 
Wigton Windfarm Farm offered to sell 
shares to the public.

He said that the Wigton experience, 
where 31,000 Jamaicans purchased 
shares, showed in no uncertain terms 
that �inancial constraints are no longer 

a deterrent to those wanting to invest in 
renewable energy.

“That is the single largest public in-
vestment in terms of the number of 
investors buying into such a product,” 
Prime Minister Holness noted.

Paradise Park, a US$65-million in-
vestment, is the largest solar project in 
Jamaica. It is projected to signi�icantly 
decrease the country’s dependence on 
fossil fuels, while helping the island to 
reach its sustainable development tar-
gets. The solar farm is designed to sup-
ply 37 megawatts of power. 

Caymanian

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the position of

to be a vital part of Caymanian Times
NEWSPAPER JOURNALIST

The Publisher • Caymanian Times
Email: ralph@caymaniantimes.ky
Or call Ralph 9162000 Deadline for applications will be September 30, 2019

Journalist Responsibilities Include:
Conducting research to uncover interesting and significant news
Gathering, corroborating and interpreting data
Interviewing key persons (witnesses, sources etc.) to obtain more information
Produce a minimum of 30 news articles per month

Job brief
We are looking for an enthusiastic Journalist to contribute in the publication of timely and accurate news. 
The successful candidate will be a skilled writer with a passion for the job capable of both informing and 
entertaining our readers.
Responsibilities

· Conduct research to uncover interesting and significant news
· Gather, corroborate and interpret data
· Interview key persons (witnesses, sources etc.) to obtain more information
· Use findings to construct a well-written article
· Retain awareness of the readers’ point of view
· Obtain first-hand information by being present in happenings
· Receive assignments or investigate news leads/tips
· Comply with the moral code of the profession
· Maintain notes and audio recordings
· Partner with other journalists, editors, producers etc
· Establish contacts and sources for use in future research
· Keep abreast on developments by studying papers, attending events etc.

Requirements
· Proven working experience as a journalist or reporter (Minimum 2 years)
· Portfolio of published articles or newscasts
· Ability to follow strict deadlines and fast-check information
· Current knowledge of headlines
· Computer proficiency (MS Office, digital editing, web search, databases)
· Excellent communication and networking skills along with an aptitude in extracting   information
· Good observation and deduction skills
· Integrity and morality
· Associate degree in journalism or relevant field

 All applicants must possess proficiency in the English language, both oral and written and must have a 
clean Police Record (no prior convictions or pending judgments), a clean Medical Record, a clean and valid 
Driver’s License and be able to provide at least three suitable references, with two of those being from 
previous employers.  

Salary will be commensurate with experience and qualifications but will be in the range of CI$2,800 to 
CI$3,500 per month.   Benefits will be in accordance with Cayman Islands Labour, Health Insurance and 
Pensions Laws.

Applications from Caymanians or those legally resident with the right to work on the island should be made 
in writing, enclosing resume to:

Sagicor Takes Over 
CLICO and BAT Business

Insurance giant Sagicor is acquiring 
the traditional insurance portfolios of 
Colonial Life Insurance Company (Trini-
dad) Limited (CLICO) and British Amer-
ican Insurance Company (Trinidad) 
Limited (BAT).

Since 2009, both CLICO and BAT had 
been under the control of the Central 
Bank of Trinidad and Tobago (CBTT) 
and a resolution strategy with several 
phases was developed to stabilize the 
activities of the institutions.

A key component of the resolution 
strategy included the sale of the tradi-
tional portfolios of BAT and CLICCO to 
a suitable purchaser at prices consistent 
with independent valuation, the CBTT 
said.

“Following a transparent, competitive 
and rigorous bidding process conducted 
by CLICO/BAT with Central Bank over-
sight, Sagicor was selected as the pre-
ferred purchaser. Agreements for the 
transfer of their respective traditional 
insurance portfolios to Sagicor were ex-
ecuted…by CLICO and BAT,” it said in the 
statement.

Claire Gomez-Miller, CLICO’s Executive 
Chairman and BAT’s Chairman, added 
that Sagicor emerged “as the preferred 
buyer in an open and very competitive 
tender process with guidance from inde-
pendent global industry experts”.

In announcing the deal, Sagicor Group 
President & CEO, Dodridge Miller said 
the company was pleased to welcome 

the policyholders to the Sagicor family, 
and he sought to assure them “of the 
same level of protection and service that 
our existing policyholders enjoy upon 
the completion”.

The CBTT said that in accordance with 
the Insurance Act Chap. 84:01, Schemes 
of Transfer are required before the sale 
can be completed, and Sagicor will pre-
pare the Schemes of Transfer in respect 
of the CLICO and BAT policies for regu-
latory approvals.

The entire transfer process is antic-
ipated to take several months during 
which time CLICO and BAT will continue 
to administer their respective portfolios 
until the Schemes of Transfer are con-
�irmed.

The Central Bank said that consist-
ent with the objectives of the resolution 
strategy, the intended transfer of the tra-
ditional insurance portfolios to Sagicor 
is aimed at “safeguarding policyholders’ 
interests and assuring continued �inan-
cial stability in Trinidad and Tobago”. 

  Prime Minister Andrew Holness (second left), listens 
keenly to a point being made by Jamaica Public Service 
(JPS) Company President, Emanuel DaRosa (left), while 
on a tour of Paradise Park Solar Farm in Savanna-la-Mar, 
Westmoreland. Also on the tour (from third left) are Min-
ister of Science, Energy and Technology Fayval Williams; 
and Deputy Director General of the Office of Utilities 
Regulation (OUR), Cheryl Lewis. (Photo credit: JIS)

Jamaicans Soon Able to Own Shares In 
Company Operating Toll-Road Network

Members of the public will 
soon be able to purchase shares 
in Trans-Jamaican Highway 
Limited (TJH), which owns and 
operates the country’s toll-road 
network.

Minister of Finance and the 
Public Service, Dr Nigel Clarke, 
said the Government, through 
the National Road Operating 
and Constructing Company 
(NROCC), has an agreement with 
TJH’s overseas-based principal 
parent companies, Bouyges Con-
struction Concessions and Vinci, 
both headquartered in France, to 
acquire ownership of the �irm.

He noted that due to the parent com-
panies’ corporate objectives and policy, 
and “their view of [toll] concessions, go-
ing forward, the opportunity has arisen 
for a transition in ownership”.

“But NROCC has negotiated on the ba-
sis that, upon that acquisition, Trans-Ja-
maican Highway will become available 
to the public to invest in, via an Initial 
Public Offer (IPO). The Government has 
no plans to own Trans-Jamaican High-
way for any length of time,” Dr Clarke 
said.

He was speaking during a ceremony 
at The Jamaica Pegasus hotel in New 
Kingston where the announcement was 
made on Thursday.

The Minister informed that NCB Cap-
ital Markets Limited was selected as 

the IPO’s lead arranger by consultancy 
�irm, Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC), 
which is serving as NROCC’s advisors.

NCB Capital Markets Limited was one 
of 16 entities responding to a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) issued by PwC.

The Finance Minister said the TJH IPO 
is likely to be the largest undertaken 
in Jamaica, surpassing that of Wigton 
Windfarm Limited, which was executed 
earlier this year.

“There is no asset today that is pub-
licly available, listed on the [Jamaica] 
Stock Exchange that potentially �its that 
portfolio…as TJH will. Given the likely 
size of the transaction, it will be neces-
sary to have strong institutional partic-
ipation, and we will ensure that the dis-
tribution is such that institutions have a 

good chance of success in their applica-
tions, while also ensuring that there is 
the broadest ownership possible after 
the IPO,” he said.

Minister Clarke described the IPO as 
a “classic infrastructure investment op-
portunity”, and noted that “the lead ar-
ranger will, in time, be able to speak to 
the public, to institutions, to retail inves-
tors, about the pricing of the transaction 
and about what makes it attractive”.

“It’s a very exciting phase of Jamaica’s 
development… and we are ensuring that 
awareness is built and that this IPO is 
one that everybody has the opportunity 
to participate in,” he added.

NCB Capital Markets Limited Chief 
Executive Of�icer (CEO), Steven Good-
en, said the entity was “pleased to have 
been mandated lead arranger on what 
will be the country’s largest IPO, in 
terms of value”.

“We are not yet at the stage where we 
can make public the speci�ics of the IPO. 
However, as the arranger for this trans-
action, we will be taking a very inclusive 
approach. At the appropriate time, we 
will engage our brokers to be selling 
agents for the offer. We commend all 
the stakeholders involved in getting us 
to where we are today with this transac-
tion,” he said.

PwC Partner and deals expert, Wil-
fred Baghaloo, described the impending 
transaction as “momentous” and “signif-
icant”, because “it is the �irst large infra-

structure project that will come into the 
Jamaican market”.

“We look forward to participating 
with NCB and NROCC in executing the 
transaction,” he said.

For his part, NROCC Chairman Phillip 
Henriques said the proposed IPO rep-
resents a continuation of the process of 
turning “dreams into reality”.

“The persons who use the toll roads, 
from the taxi man to the teacher, will 
now have opportunities to also become 
owners and shareholders,” he said.

NROCC entered into an agreement 
with TJH, which was incorporated in 
2001, for the design, �inancing, devel-
opment, operation and maintenance of 
Jamaica’s toll roads.

That collaboration resulted in the 
construction of the East-West leg of 
Highway 2000, between Kingston and 
May Pen, Clarendon; the North-South 
leg, from Mammee Bay, St Ann to Cay-
manas, St Catherine; and the Portmore 
Causeway in St Catherine. 

 Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Dr. 
Nigel Clarke (left), converses with NCB Capital 
Markets Limied Chief Execurive Officer, Steven 
Gooden. (Photo Credit: JIS)
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The UFC has a new star in the shape of Nigerian-New 
Zealand's Israel Adesanya who extended his perfect 
professional record to 18-0.

Adesanya has rarely been hurt or in trouble in his 
brief UFC career. Years on various mixed martial arts 
circuits had honed the 30-year-old New Zealander per-
fectly as he dethroned UFC middleweight champion 
Robert Whittaker in spectacular fashion at UFC 243 in 
Melbourne, Australia.

Adesanya produced a punch-perfect performance to 
�inish Whittaker after three minutes and 33 seconds 
of the second round and capture the undisputed UFC 
middleweight title in front of a record crowd at Marvel 
Stadium.

Whittaker started out throwing a host of power 
shots but the long-limbed Adesanya was loose and 
slick on his feet in the opening round and delivered a 

stunning right hand in the �inal seconds that sent Whit-
taker crashing to the canvas as the buzzer saved the 
champion from a �irst-round defeat.

A similar counter right hook from Adesanya found 
its mark early in the second round as he increased the 
pressure, but a powerful left from the defending cham-
pion showed the challenger that Whittaker's power 
was still potent.

And, as the pair started to trade big shots in the mid-
dle of the octagon, Adesanya planted his feet and an-
swered a straight right from Whittaker with a stunning 
right-left combination to send him down, with referee 
Marc Goddard stepping in to spare the Australian fur-
ther punishment as the Kiwi moved in to �inish it.

Former kickboxing star Adesanya exploded onto the 
global MMA scene only last year after arriving in the 
UFC with an undefeated 11-0 record. The Kiwi then 
reeled off six successive wins inside the octagon, cul-
minating in his victory over Kelvin Gastelum at UFC 
236 in April that saw him capture the interim middle-
weight title in a Fight of the Year contender in Atlanta.

That victory set up an all-Antipodean clash with 
Whittaker. The event set a new attendance record for 
the UFC, with 57,127 fans packing Marvel Stadium. 
That �igure topped the previous record of 56,214 held 
by the same stadium at UFC 193, when Holly Holm 
dramatically knocked out Ronda Rousey to capture the 
UFC women's bantamweight title in November 2015.

And, on the biggest stage of his career, Adesanya 
stepped up and delivered a huge performance to cap 
his journey from fan to world champion.

"I was in the nosebleeds," he told UFC commenta-
tor Jon Anik in his post-�ight interview. "Now I made 

his nose bleed. He threw everything we expected. We 
had everything from his Plan A, Plan B, Plan C. We had 
everything up to Plan Z."

Adesanya's �irst test as undisputed middleweight 
champion looks set to come against hulking Brazilian 
contender Paulo Costa, who was a prominent �igure at 
cage side on �ight night.

Like Adesanya, "Borrachinha" (translation: "The Eras-
er") is also undefeated, and the Brazilian has blitzed his 
way to the number-one contender spot with four straight 
TKO �inishes, followed by a hard-earned decision win 
over Cuba's former Olympic wrestler Yoel Romero.

Now the 28-year-old from Belo Horizonte looks set 
to challenge Adesanya and has already made no secret 
of his dislike for the brash Kiwi, labelling him "skinny", 
while the new champion described the musclebound 
Brazilian as looking like an "over-in�lated balloon an-
imal". 

Adesanya is latest UFC star

India has hosted its �irst-ever NBA games as the 
sport looks to expand to Asia. In a cricket-loving na-
tion, the NBA wanted to make a mark with two exhi-
bition games between Sacramento Kings and Indiana 
Pacers.

Mumbai hosted the �irst-ever NBA games on Indian 
soil with the stadium packed with spectators - some 
of whom were still struggling to understand basketball 
etiquette - giving loud applause with chants of "NBA! 
NBA!" and "We love basketball!".

Where cricket and �ield hockey dominate, basket-
ball has long struggled to make a mark, and the NBA 
launched a campaign to expand its fanbase to India 
with the pre-season games between the Kings and the 
Pacers.

Mumbai's iconic landmark, the Gateway of India, 
was lit up in red, white and blue, and a basketball court 
�loated off the coast of the city in the Arabian Sea as 
part of its publicity drive.

As Indiana Pacers power forward Myles Turner, who 
helped his team to victories on Friday and Saturday, 
put it: "When you think of basketball, you don't neces-
sarily think of India."

But the 7,000 sold-out seats and howls of enthusi-
asm at Saturday's match suggested that, at least for 
some Indians, basketball matters.

Bollywood songs alternated with American hip-hop 
tracks at the star-studded events, where celebrities 

like actress Priyanka Chopra mingled with NBA leg-
ends like Larry Bird.

But questions remain about how much the NBA - 
whose 2017-18 season revenue was a staggering $8bn 
- is willing to invest in India and whether its audience 
will be restricted to hardcore fans and wealthy urban-
ites.

Adam Silver, the NBA commissioner, said that he is 
giving "serious consideration" to launching a profes-
sional league in India.

Kings owner Vivek Ranadive - the �irst and only Indi-
an majority owner of an NBA team who led the effort 
to bring the pre-season games to India - suggested that 
the new league be called Monsoon Madness, a play on 
the US college basketball tournament March Madness.

While India has a long way to go to create the infra-
structure needed to support a professional league, Sil-
ver said it could possibly launch within the next �ive 
years.

The NBA has long sought to expand its footprint in 
India. In 2011, they partnered with Indian channel 
Sony TEN to air hundreds of games on live television 
and started a series of youth development programmes 
and an NBA Academy outside of the capital, New Delhi.

But, unlike cricket which is played everywhere from 
India's slums to members' clubs, basketball enjoys a 
limited appeal amongst 1.3 billion people. No Indian 
player has ever taken part in an NBA game.

Affordability of tickets and merchandise is the biggest 
obstacle in an extremely poor country. The cheapest 
ticket for Saturday's game cost 4,500 rupees ($63.5), 
going up to an astonishing 85,000 rupees ($1,200) for 
courtside seats. In comparison, a season pass for this 
week's second cricket Test between India and South 
Africa in Pune tops out at 5,000 rupees ($70.5). For 
most people in India, 50,000 rupees ($705) still re-
mains an unbelievably large annual income. 

NBA looks to expand in India

  Israel Adesanya looked sensation in winning the UFC 
middleweight title

  Paulo Costa is lined up for Adesanya next

  The Sacramento Kings and Indiana Pacers thrilled India 
fans

Jamaica still Caribbean’s 
best medallists

Jamaica may not be the same 
force in sprinting but they still 
came away third in the medals ta-
ble from the World Athletics Cham-
pionships in Doha with 12 medals, 
including three golds.

Predictably, the United States 
with 29 medals topped the charts 
and Kenya’s brilliant middle-dis-
tance runners ensured they were 
second with 11 medals, including 
�ive golds.

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce secured 
her second gold medal as Jamaica 
won the women's 4x100m relay, 
while Shanieka Ricketts secured 
a silver in the triple jump on the 
penultimate day at the champion-
ships.

It was a magni�icent display from 
the quartet of Natalliah White, 
Fraser-Pryce, Jonielle Smith, and 
Shericka Jackson as they sped to 

a world-leading 41.44 seconds, 
which was just outside the national 
record of 41.07 seconds, which is 
also the championships record set 
in 2015.

To put that into perspective, 
Jamaica won gold without the in-
jured double Olympic champion 
Elaine Thompson, and brilliant 
youngster Briana Williams, who 
were �irst and third at the National 
Championships in July. Women’s 
triple jumper Tajay Gayle was the 
other Jamaican gold medallist.

Cuba were the next most success-
ful Caribbean country with three 
medals, one of each colour. The Ba-
hamas did well to win two medals 
considering the distraction caused 
by the recent passing of Hurricane 
Dorian and Grenada got a surpris-
ing gold through Anderson Peters 
in the men’s javelin. 

  Jamaica won the women's 4x100m relay

Holyfi eld and Benn set for 
ring returns

Evander Holy�ield could follow in Nigel 
Benn’s footsteps and come out of retire-
ment to make a competitive return to box-
ing – eight years after hanging up his gloves.

The 56-year-old former two-weight 
world champion will compete in an exhibi-
tion bout in Japan.

Holy�ield knocked out Brian Nielsen in 
May 2011 in his last �ight. However, he has 
kept himself in top condition ahead of his 
comeback �ight.

Holy�ield said: “The big thing is to give 
people in Japan the opportunity to see 
the only four-time heavyweight champion 
of the world. It’s something for them and 
something for me.”

The ‘Real Deal’ was the �irst �ighter in his-
tory to become undisputed cruiserweight 
world champion, before moving up to heav-
yweight and becoming a four-time world 
champion.

Holy�ield is also remembered for one of 
the darkest moments in a boxing ring when, 
in his rematch with Mike Tyson in 1997, he 
had the top of his ear bitten off.

Londoner Benn, aka ‘Dark Destroyer’ will 
compete in a professionally licensed �ight 
at the age of 55 after a 23-year ring absence 
on Nov. 23.

The former super-middleweight world 
champion takes on the dangerous Sakio 
Bika in Birmingham, with the event aptly 
named ‘Closure’. 

  Nigel Benn, 55, last fought in 1996

  Evander Holyfield believes he can still fight at 56
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Have fun 
with
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Soak
Soapbox
Soapsuds
Soaring
Sobbing
Sober
Soccer
Social

Socket
Soda
Sodium
Sofa
Soiree
Sojourn
Solace
Solder

Solid
Sombrero
Sonata
Soprano
Sorrow
Soul
Soya
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Three convenient locations to serve you, 
Savannah Countryside, Elgin Avenue George Town, 

Eastern Avenue George Town, drive thru rain or shine.

You feel good when you look good!!!

Countryside Shopping Centre  -
 Savannah

Tel # 345 946 1884

Elgin Avenue,
 George Town

Tel # 345 949 2452

Main Store – Eastern Avenue, 
Drive Through (rain or shine) 

George Town  Tel # 345 949 7104 

DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY

Puritan Cleaners - The center for all your laundry and dry 
cleaning needs including wearing apparels

I'VE GOT SOME BEAUTIFUL CLOTHES 
I KNOW JUST WHERE THEY GO

PURITAN CLEANERS. 
Take advantage of this fall special from now until 31st October. 
Offering owners special 12% off all prepaid orders $20.00 and 

up on all household items, plus ladies & gents apparel.

This offer is good at all our stores.

Free Pick-up and Delivery
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