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Lack of sufficient 
Criminal Defence Counsel 

“chronic problem”

Swim meet builds swimmers up for CARIFTA

National Heroes 
Day Celebrations 

on Monday
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Pioneers who contributed to the creation of the �irst 
written Constitution of the Cayman Islands will be hon-
oured at the 2020 National Heroes Day celebrations on 
Monday, 27 January 2020.

“I look forward to this day every year when we all 
come together to pay tribute to those who have made 
these Cayman Islands great. We have so much to cele-
brate this year as we recognize those Vestrymen and 
Justices of the Peace who understood the importance of 
the Cayman Islands being protected by a written Consti-
tution, as well as the women of these Islands who fought 

... Continued story on page A2

By Christopher Tobutt

The Lions’ Pool in George Town was 
the scene of some serious diving and 
swimming, as the Stingray Swim Club, 
Seven Mile Swimmers and Camana Bay 
Aquatics Club got together for the Pete 
Ribbins Swim Meet, on 17, 18, and 19 
January. Friday was for the ten-and-un-
der age-group, and Saturday and Sun-
day were for the 11 to 18’s.

The Pete Ribbins Meet is the second 
to last chance that a lot of senior kids 
have to qualify for CARIFTA,” said Sting-
ray’s Vice President Lynne Walton. “it’s 
a two-day meet for the seniors, and we 
spread out the sessions over two days to 
give them the best opportunity to recov-
er and to swim fast. They will be doing 
all events, including our long distance 
events, the 800m and 1500m which they 
don’t do at every meet and there are also 
relays which are really fun for the kids. 
The events include our ‘distance’ swims, 
which are 1500s 200s and 400m in in all 
strokes, that is, breast stroke, butter�ly, 
backstroke, and freestyle. Then we also 
do the IM (individual Medley) events all 
four strokes in one race, and the 50 me-
ters sprints as well.

  The P. Ribbins Swim Meet at the Lions’ Pool... Continued story on page A6

In his report at the opening of the Courts last 
week, Chief Justice Anthony Smellie implored Gov-
ernment to make the expansion of the Courts a pri-
ority as the new decade progresses.

The Chief Justice spoke of his relief last year that 
the Government had bought the Scotia Bank build-
ing for the use of the Courts.

He was relieved, he said, because he had been 
reassured that by mid-last year, they would have 
commissioned two more “long overdue” court-
rooms in that building, to be dedicated to criminal 

trials, one of which would serve as the base for the 
Court of Appeal when in session.

“The clear stated priority was to tackle the back-
log of criminal indictments,” he advised.

However, even though the courtroom project 
would only have involved a simple recon�iguring 
and �itting out of internal space within the build-
ing, he said that had not been achieved and in the 
meantime the building had been partially occupied 

... Continued story on page A3
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky
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Updated Register of 
Electors Available 

for Review
The Elections Of�ice has �inal-

ised �igures on the Revised Reg-
ister of Electors (Voter’s List), 
which is set to become effective 
on 1 April 2020, subject to objec-
tions or claims raised during the 
revision period.

The list will be published on 21 Jan-
uary 2020 with a total of 21,782 regis-
tered voters. This re�lects an additional 
462 voters who were added to the list as 
well as 62 ineligible voters who were re-
moved from the previous list, including 
53 registered voters who died since the 
previous revision. Registration for the 
Revised Register of Electors closed on 2 
January 2020.

The Elections Of�ice asks individuals 
who registered to vote between 1 Octo-
ber 2019 and 2 January 2020 to review 
the list on the Elections Of�ice website 
(www.elections.ky) or in print at post 
of�ices. Individuals who have claims 
in relation to applications submitted 
during the last registration period are 
asked to contact the Elections via email 

(of�ice@elections.ky) or by phone (+1 
(345) 949 8047).

The Elections Of�ice also encourages 
the public to review the list for invalid 
entries or outdated information, such as 
cases where a voter has moved to a dif-
ferent electoral district or may no longer 
be residing in the Cayman Islands.

The deadline for submitting claims 
and objections is 11 February 2020.

As per the Elections Law, once the cur-
rent Revised List is �inalised, the revised 
list will become the Of�icial Register of 
Electors on 1 April 2020.

The Elections Of�ice reminds those 
wanting to register to vote, that they 
can register at any time. The deadline to 
be included in the next Of�icial Register 
of Electors list (which will be effective 
from 1 July 2020), is 1 April 2020. 

for their right to be counted and bravely stood in 
the 1959 general election,” said Premier Hon Alden 
McLaughlin.

The National Heroes Day Celebrations will be hosted 
by the Premier, Hon. Alden McLaughlin, Hon. Dwayne 
Seymour, JP – Minister for Culture as well as Celebrate 
Cayman.

Mr Samuel Rose, Cabinet Secretary added, “The 
celebration of these women honours the lengthy and 
dif�icult struggle women faced through-out history to 
obtain equal rights. Previously local history books had 
not accounted for the very important fact that in 1959 
four courageous women ran for public of�ice and for-
ever changed our political and cultural landscape. We 
endeavor to rewrite history to include and celebrate 
them.”

Other highlights of this year’s celebrations will in-
clude pre-entertainment by Triple C School, a walk-
past by primary and secondary school children in a �lag 
procession, as well as the traditional parade which will 
include contingents of the Royal Cayman Islands Police 
Service, the Cayman Islands Fire Service, Her Majesty’s 
Prison Service, Cadet Corps, Girls Brigade, Scouts and 
the Seventh Day Adventist Path�inders. There will be a 
special ceremony to honour and memorialise our Na-
tional Heroes.

“National Heroes Day is the largest of�icial event 
hosted by the Cayman Islands Government to pay 
homage to the great stewards of our heritage and 
culture. As Minister for Culture I am proud to be one 
of the hosts again this year. I look forward to this op-
portunity to honour and celebrate the people whose 
vision and hard-work 60 years ago paved the way for 
us today,” added Honourable Dwayne Seymour, JP – 
Minister for Health, Environment, Culture and Hous-
ing.

The Cayman Islands’ National Heroes will be rec-
ognised, reminding the public about the multi-fac-
eted contributions of the nine stalwarts: Hon. James 

(Jim) Manoah Bodden; Hon. Sybil Ione McLaughlin, 
MBE, JP; Hon. Thomas William Farrington, CBE, JP; 
Hon. Sybil Joyce Hylton, MBE; Hon. Ormond L. Pan-
ton, OBE, Hon. Desmond V. Watler, CBE; Hon. Mary 
Evelyn Wood, Cert. Hon., Hon. William Warren Con-
nolly, OBE, JP and Dr. the Hon. Roy Edison McTag-
gart.

Laying of wreaths and a moment of silence will also 
be observed to commemorate the country’s deceased 
nation builders.

“The creation of the 1959 Constitution was a great 
milestone for the Cayman Islands as well as a catalyst 
that helped shape the country we know and love today. 
As we celebrate 60 years of our �irst written constitu-
tion I encourage everyone across our islands to attend 

this patriotic event,” commented Mr Alfonso Wright, 
Executive Chairman – Celebrate Cayman.

The celebrations are set to start promptly at 9 a.m. 
and attendees are asked to be seated by 8:30 a.m. The 
dress code is business attire; hats are optional.

In case of inclement weather the event will be hosted 
from inside the First Baptist Church.

Following the ceremony the public is invited to stay 
for live music, free local cuisine as well as to tour the 
exhibits at George Town Library and Constitutional 
Hall (formerly George Town, Town Hall).

The celebrations are organised by the Cayman Is-
lands Protocol Of�ice and Celebrate Cayman. For more 
information please contact 244-3612 or nationalev-
ents@gov.ky. 

2020 National Heroes Day 
Celebrations Set

... Continued story from page A1
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to relieve space shortage for administra-
tion staff and training.

“The fact of the matter is that the Ju-
dicial Administration may not under-
take the courtroom project without the 
permission of the Planning Department, 
and input of Public Works and Lands 
and Survey who hold title to all Govern-
ment buildings,” Chief Justice Smellie 
advised.

“We therefore call upon our colleagues 
from these other agencies to recognise 
the urgent need for these courtrooms 
and not to allow too much red tape to 
humbug progress.”

It was vital that the Courts had more 
space because they now have the have 
the largest number of indictments ever 
awaiting trial, he said.

The Chief Justice stressed: “It is of 
utmost urgency that these two court 
rooms are available no later than May 

of this year. So far as the Administration 
can drive this initiative, we will be en-
gaging a project manager especially to 
work with the other agencies to have 
these courtrooms installed by May.”

The Summary Courts
The chronic lack of courtrooms con-

tinued to also hamper the work of the 
Summary Courts, the Chief Justice stat-
ed, and they were much impacted by 
this situation.

The Chief Justice said that the work 
of the Summary Courts covered several 
jurisdictions: The Criminal Courts; Traf-
�ic Court; Civil Court; Family Court and 
Coroners’ Court.

“Given the large number of cases com-
ing before the Summary Courts, they 
must convene every day in all their main 
divisions - criminal, traf�ic, civil, family 
and, at least weekly, in coroners.

“This means that our �ive full time 
Magistrates and two acting magistrates 

need courtrooms on an ongoing basis. 
Currently, they are forced to rotate sit-
tings throughout the day,” he explained.

“Yet over the years, only one fully 
equipped courtroom has been regularly 
available to the Summary Courts, Justice 
Smellie added.”

The Chief Justice said the disruption 
that this caused to an already fragile 
listing system ought to be obvious to 
everyone and could not be allowed to 
continue.

“After many years of explaining this 
problem, one is obliged to think that any 
lingering reservations about the need 
for dedicated courtrooms for the Sum-
mary Courts can only be the result of 
lack of understanding,” he stated.

Government, he said, had committed 
itself to the building of a new Court-
house which would address these 
problems and the similar needs of the 
Grand Court and Court of Appeal, into 
the foreseeable future. The project was 

of crucial importance to the adminis-
tration of justice in the Cayman Islands 
and it was imperative that it be allowed 
to proceed. 

Lack of Court room space an 
urgent issue

  Chief Justice Anthony Smelie

... Continued story from page A1

  Honour Guard Salute

The Ministry of Education, Youth, 
Sports, Agriculture and Lands (MEY-
SAL)  con�irms that just before 7:00 am 
a motor accident occurred between a 
contracted school bus transporting stu-
dents of the Theoline McCoy Primary 
School and a private motor vehicle just 
outside the Savannah Meadows area. 
The Royal Cayman Islands Police Service 
(RCIPS) and ambulatory services re-
sponded to noti�ication of the accident. 
Two passengers in the private motor 
vehicle were attended to by the ambula-
tory services staff. All passengers on the 
school bus were assessed and reported 
to be injury free. The students travelling 
in the school bus involved in the acci-
dent were then transferred to another 
school bus which arrived on the scene 

to continue the pre-scheduled pickups, 
and ultimately transport all students to 
the intended destination of the Theoline 
McCoy Primary School.

Acting Director of Education Services, 
Ms. Tammy Banks-DaCosta commented, 
“I am both relieved and happy to inform 
the public that our students have been 
cleared and deemed safe from all phys-
ical harm and injury after what was a 
most unfortunate incident this morn-
ing. Our staff followed proper protocol 
in making sure our students’ safety was 
the utmost priority, and also ensuring 
that they arrived to their studies on 
time. We will be conducting a full in-
vestigation into the matter along with 
the RCIPS, and will release more details 
once that is complete.” 

Theoline McCoy Primary (Bodden Town) 
students safe after minor motor accident 

with school bus
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By Christopher Tobutt

“All Aboard,” was the theme for the 5th 
annual YMCA Leaders for Youth Confer-
ence. There was a big get-together at 
St. Ignatius School on Saturday, 18 Jan-
uary with lots speakers from the YMCA 
family all across the region, with lots of 
sharing and encouraging for the leaders 
of Cayman’s youth. “Youth” in this case 
also includes young children, and since 
2015, the YMCA has been responsible 
for managing the Government-backed 
afterschool programmes all across 
Cayman, which provides a structured 
environment where kids can do extra 
school-work, as well as learn about the 
YMCA’S core values of respect, responsi-
bility, honesty and caring.

The conference is the YMCA’s largest 
training and development event each 
year, with workshops including ‘Social 

Emotional Learning for Teens,’ ‘Skills 
for Child Protection,’ ‘Enhancing Mathe-
matics,’ and ‘Being Aware of Children’s 
Needs. The workshops were facilitated 
by a combination of local and interna-
tional presenters, including: the Mul-
ti-Agency Safeguarding Hub (M.A.S.H), 
National Drug Council, Special Needs 
Foundation, Toastmasters, YMCA of 
Greater St. Petersburg (Florida) and the 
West�ield Area Y (New Jersey).

There was a true ‘family gathering’ 
atmosphere at St. Ignatius school hall, 
and many of the leaders were excited at 
what they could learn and experience 
during the conference. 20 year-old staff 
member Yandery Gentle said, “I deal 
with youth day to day; I help them es-
pecially with homework. I’m hoping to 
get more knowledge and learn a little 
bit more about the YMCA as you can al-
ways learn more about the place you’ve 

worked in.” Tenneshia Coley, 38, is 
a new YMCA youth leader. “I hope 
to build my knowledge on working 
with children and just to become a 
better person as well, too, personal 
growth,” she said.

YMCA’s Jenny Stuesser said: 
“This Leaders for Youth Conference 
serves as a training and develop-
ment opportunity for our staff and 
volunteers. It is also an opportuni-
ty for us to really inspire the work 
that we do with the youth that is 
the primary focus of our after-
school programme. We have this 
conference as a way to energize 
and rejuvenate and face some of 
the challenges that we might face 
in our day to day work, and really 
encourage relationship-building 
amongst our team both locally and 
internationally.

YMCA Board Member Tony Wil-
liams believes the conference is im-
portant simply because the youth 
are Cayman’s future: “That is one of 
the things that we always empha-
size in the Y; that we have to pass 

on what we know to the youth so 
they can continue the tradition we 
have started as adults. It’s all about 
honesty, integrity, and being able 
to understand how to choose be-
tween right and wrong; how actu-
ally to make the right decisions in 
life as they grow up,” he said.

YMCA CEO Greg Smith said, “One 
of the main things we want to do 
here is just fellowship – spend time 
with others; that helps to �ill our 
cup up. It’s a time to be inspired by 
others, as you realize that you are 
not the only one who is out to cap-
tain a ship that is out, sometimes in 
troubled waters, and that you have 
a crew and you have others around 
you that are pulling on the rope in 
the same direction with the same 
level of energy and momentum. 
The mission of the YMCA is to help 
people to reach their God-given po-
tential, by putting Christian princi-
ples into practice in ways that build 
a healthy spirit, mind and body, for 
all. That’s a serious mission, and 
needs a lot of work.” 

  YMCA leaders from all across the region came to the conference

  Recognizing those who travelled far to be there

  Tony Williams

  YMCA Leaders for Youth conference

  YMCA CEO Greg Smith

Caribbean Utilities Company, Ltd. 
(“CUC”) has offered two programmes 
under which customers could intercon-
nect renewable energy systems to the 
grid. The �irst programme called the 
Consumer Owned Renewable Energy 
(“CORE”) programme offered customers 
a �ixed and subsidized rate at which the 
company purchased all of the renewable 
energy generated from their systems. 
The second programme which was in-
troduced in January 2018 is the Dis-
tributed Energy Resource (“DER”) pro-
gramme which allows for customers to 
consume electricity generated by their 
own renewable energy system without 
paying CUC for this energy under a type 
of netmetering arrangement.

Under the DER programme custom-
ers are also able to sell to CUC any ex-
cess electricity produced and exported 
to the grid at an avoided cost-of-gener-
ation credit rate. Incorporating the les-
sons learned by other jurisdictions from 
early net-metering programmes, DER 

customers are billed with a demand 
rate structure. The use of demand rates 
aligns the �ixed costs of providing a grid 
interconnection and standby provision 
to the customer with demand charges, 
avoiding any potential cross-subsidiza-
tion between DER and non-producing 
customers.

CUC is advising customers that the 
Utility Regulation and Competition Of-
�ice (OfReg) approved quota for the 
CORE programme is now fully sub-
scribed. That means that there will be 
no additional residential or commercial 
customers added to the programme for 
non-government customers.

However, there is still 1 megawatt 
(MW) of capacity which has been allo-
cated to the public sector, including the 
central government departments, statu-
tory authorities and government owned 
companies.

The CORE programme which was re-
vised and approved by the regulator in 
2012 has been very popular with both 

residential and com-
mercial customers. The 
programme has allowed 
customers to connect 
small scale solar systems 
or wind turbines to CUC’S 
distribution system and 
to reduce their monthly 
energy bills by generat-
ing their own electricity 
while remaining con-
nected to the CUC grid. 
However, the programme 
is subsidised by the non-
CORE customers as the rate paid to CORE 
customers for their electricity produc-
tion is higher than the cost CUC would 
normally incur and charge to customers 
for the same energy. This characteristic 
was aligned with the policy objective to 
promote and incentivize early develop-
ment of the local distributed renewable 
generation sector. To avoid signi�icantly 
increasing the average cost of electric-
ity, the CORE capacity has historically 
been offered in limited tranches and at 
successively lower rates to match the 
declining cost of the technology.

After the programme’s initial limit of 
6 MW was reached in March 2017, the 
regulator approved an additional 2 MW 
to be released in two, 1 MW tranches. It 
was agreed then that customers would 
have access to only 1 MW at the time and 
that the second megawatt would be re-
leased following additional review, and 
possibly at revised feed-in tariff rates. In 
early 2019, the �inal 1 megawatt of ca-
pacity allocated to CUC was released.

At December 31, 2019, there were 
432 customers connected with 5,611.2 
kilowatts of renewable capacity. The re-
maining capacity has been allocated to 
approved applications for installations 
in progress.

In alignment with the Integrated Re-
source Plan (IRP) undertaken in 2017 
and the National Energy Policy, the DER 
programme designed for the growth of 
customer-owned, distributed renewa-
ble generation, was introduced in Janu-
ary 2018 after review and approval by 
OfReg.

The programme has been allocated 3 
megawatts of capacity for customer par-
ticipation of which 2.5 MW are available. 
An additional 12 MW are expected to 
become available on completion of the 
battery storage project.

The DER programme allows for the 
continued growth and participation 
of customers in the renewable energy 
sector, which will help to reduce green-
house gas emissions and the country’s 
carbon footprint.

CUC is currently going through the 
implementation phase for its Integrat-
ed Resource Plan which gives shape to 
the Island’s energy generation plans for 
the next 30 years. The implementation 
phase of the plan will be an exciting 
period for CUC and electricity consum-
ers, with a rapid increase in renewables 
connected to the grid which will provide 
cleaner energy at competitive and more 
stable costs. 

CUC provides an update the CORE programme

“All Aboard!” for YMCA Leaders for Youth Conference
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National Heroes Day 
is a time to celebrate our history, heritage, and be 
inspired for the future!

The Cayman Islands is currently celebrating the 
60th anniversary of our first written Constitution. 
This milestone in our history also culminates the 
era when women petitioned for and won the right 
to vote in elections and hold public office. 

At the 2020 National Heroes Day Celebrations, 
we are honouring the people who pioneered the 
establishment of our first written Constitution; 
heralding the first four women who bravely stood 
in the 1959 general election; and reflecting on our 
journey to modern-day Cayman Islands.

This day is also a time to recognise our National 
Heroes. There will be a special ceremony to honour 
and memorialise our National Heroes.

Parade, Awards Ceremony, Constitution exhibit, 

live entertainment and local food

Dress Code: 

Business attire

Orders, decorations and medals to be worn

For more information: nationalevents@gov.ky or call 244-3613

Monday, 27 January 2020

9:00 a.m.

Please be seated by 8:30 a.m.

Heroes Square  |  Downtown George Town

You are Invited...You are Invited...DAYDAYDA

In the event of inclement weather, a general public notice will be issued by Radio Cayman. 
The Celebrations will instead take place at the First Baptist Church, across from the Lions Centre, beginning at 10:00am.

By Eve van den Bol

Olivia Ziemniak and Leah Alberga 
wowed the crowd at the Equestrian 
Center this past Sunday by riding dou-
ble-clear rounds in each of their re-
spective classes in the third and �inal 
National Jumping Series horse show 
of the season. Ziemniak won the .60 

meter and .70 meter classes on Ted-
dy, a riding school pony owned by the 
Equestrian Center and Leah Alber-
ga won the .80 meter and .90 meter 
classes on her own Cayman-bred pony, 
Moon Lady.

The day also saw several entrants in 
the beginner cross rails and .50 meter 
class which is not part of the National 

Jumping Series, Many of these riders are 
expected to graduate to compete in the 
jumping series next year.

With the National Jumping Series 
wrapped up, the Cayman Islands Eques-
trian Federation (CIEF) will be starting 
its National Dressage Series with the 
�irst of four shows on February 9th at 
the Equestrian Center starting at 8am. 

Valerie Swygert will be �lying in from 
Lexington, South Carolina to judge the 
show.

Following the completion of the Na-
tional Dressage Series, the CIEF will be 
naming Champion and Reserve Champi-
ons for both the show jumping and dres-
sage season at its annual awards dinner 
which will take place in June. 

Double Wins for Ziemniak and Alberga at 
National Jumping Series Show

  Rosana Stroh competing in the 50cm on Storm (Photos by Eve van den Bol)  Leah Alberga riding Moon Lady to wins in the .80m and .90m classes

  Olivia Ziemniak won the .60m and .70m on Teddy   Entrants in the beginners cross rails
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“It is a chance for them to work up to 
a plateau, where it will be the strongest 
and the fastest in the season, and that’s 
building up to CARIFTA which is over 
the Easter Weeked in Barbados. If they 
swim fast enough to meet a qualifying 
time, then certainly this will count; If 

they don’t then they will still have have 
one more opportunity at the National 
championships which is in February, 
and they are held once at the Camana 
Bay Pool once a year.”

The Stingray Swim Club has been 
helping young people with their dream 
of taking part in competitive swim-
ming since 1996, and has turned out 

many champions over the 
years, through its com-
prehensive swimming 
programme for people of 
all ages. The aim of the 
club is also to build life-
time swimmers, but can 
also provide specialized 
training, and of course, 
a friendly atmosphere 
where swimmers are en-
couraged.

Stingray is a ‘not-for-
pro�it’ organization that 
relies on its membership 
to fund the Club’s activ-
ities such as paying for 
coaches and providing 
swimmers with good facil-
ities and opportunities to 
advance.

Seven Mile Swimmers is also a not-for-
pro�it organization based at the Lions 
Pool of Grand Cayman. It is a multifac-
eted swimming organisation, dedicated 
to the sport of swimming; emphasizing 
personal achievement; and just plain 
old having fun. Their Head Coach, Dar-
ren Mew is a two time Olympic �inalist 
and former world number two, and has 
held Commonwealth, British and Eng-
lish records as well as setting the fourth 

fastest 100m breaststroke time in world 
history, in April 2004.

Camana Bay Aquatic Club (CBAC) is a 
competitive swim team for swimmers 
aged from 5 to 18 years old, and offers 
its members coaching instruction and a 
fun, inclusive club atmosphere. The Pete 
Ribbins Memorial Meet honours the for-
mer General Manager of Cayman Water, 
who passed away in 2010, and was re-
membered as a triathlete. 

P. Ribbins Memorial swim builds 
swimmers up for CARIFTA

  The P. Ribbins Swim Meet at the Lions’ Pool

... Continued story from page A1

On Saturday, January 18th the Cayman Islands Vol-
leyball Federation kicked off its youth beach season 
with a BIG-little tournament which pairs an adult play-
er with a junior player. This tournament was played 
king/queen of the court style where teams rotated and 
each BIG played with each little.

Ailey Finch, 12, had this to say about the event, “I 
liked being with older people because they could help 
me and they were all so much fun. It made me feel like 
a good volleyball player. I can’t wait for the next tour-
nament!”.

Players played seven games and accumulated points 
for each game won. Andrea Tognazzo went undefeat-
ed and was crowned Prince while Megan McCoombs 
won �ive of her matches and was crowned Princess. 
Alex McLaughlin and Alicia Proud took home King and 
Queen honours respectively.

The next youth beach tournament takes place on 
February 15th at public beach. For more information 
or to register please visit our website www.civf.ky. If 
you have any further questions or concerns please con-
tact youth@civf.ky. 

Youth Volleyball Hits the Beach 
for Their BIG-little Tournament
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Email:  seagrap

  
Business Hours:  9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

� Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome � Full & Partial Dentures

� Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures � Re-Lines/Soft Liners

� Dentures Over Implants � Athletic mouthguards & night guards

� Over 30 Yrs Experience � Denture Repairs while you wait!

Caymanian

2 for 1
Online Banner + Newspaper Ad =  (1) low price
Prices starting from $300 

Contact Ralph at 916 2000 or email info@caymaniantimes.ky

Advertising Sale

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm

Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road

Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky
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By Lindsey Turnbull

In 1976 an article was published in the 
July edition of the Nor’Wester magazine 
entitled ‘Into the green heart of Grand 
Cayman’ written by Clem Thomas. In 
it, the author describes the area bound 
by Smith Road, Crewe Road and South 
Sound as the “green heart of Grand Cay-
man”. He describes his journey into this 
green and almost untouched land as fol-
lows:

“Drive along South Church Street, 
which continues as South Sound Road. 
After about seven minutes you will 
start seeing the canals on your left just 
as you are leaving South Sound village. 
Here, the sea and South Sound lagoon 
are to the south while the road itself 
winds through a pleasant young pine 
forest with occasional patches of man-
grove.”

While this description of South Sound 
might not be recognisable to readers 
only familiar with present-day South 
Sound, now home to huge condomini-
um developments interspersed with a 
dwindling few Caymanian cottages the 
length of South Sound Road, there is one 
landmark that was as much a stand-out 
feature 40 years ago as it is today:

“Continue past the rugby pitch – again 
on your left and with its unmistakable 
H-shaped goal posts – until you reach 
the next canal and track exiting left; in 
all about ten minutes from the centre of 
George Town.”

Forty years ago, South Sound ap-
peared to be a haven for wildlife, as the 
author notes wild pineapple, a Louisiana 
heron, a higgaty, water lilies, a ‘Donkey’s 
Eye’ butter�ly, aerial roots and mangrove 
along his South Sound journey.

A special place
Just a few years later, Mary Lawrence 

wrote a comprehensive piece on South 
Sound in her walk down memory lane, 
published in the February 1979 edition 
of the magazine. In it, she also describes 

how, leaving the road into George Town 
at Red Bay, “one is quickly swept into 
an entirely different atmosphere”. She 
describes how the road “twists and 
winds quite near to the water in places 
through a veritable forest of Australi-
an pines which vie with the hardy sea 
grape, almond and a host of other local 
vegetation for supremacy.”

She adds: “Sandy beach areas shaded 
by the stately pine and carpeted with its 
fallen needles, offer ideal picnic spots 
or places just to pull off for a while and 
take in the surrounding beauty.”

In her article, Ms Lawrence says 
that building is sparse and strictly on 
the water side for the �irst mile or so. 

She mentions just a few developments 
along her journey down South Sound, 
including “gaps hewn out of the young 
pine forest in the area known as Pirates 
Cove to accommodate the block of new 
tennis courts owned by the Cayman Is-
lands Tennis Association and the popu-
lar rugby pitch and clubhouse.” She also 
mentions Caribbean Paradise, which 
she describes as “a string of ultra-mod-
ern villas with commanding views of 
the coastline”, the newest development 
in the area. Heading into town, she de-
scribes how the “old homes strung out 
along the road have had many of their 
gaps �illed in, in recent years, as newer 
homes and developments crowd the 
area.”

Grand Old House
While many old buildings had been 

replaced by new in the late Seventies, 
Ms Lawrence noted that the Grand 
Old House, which was the former Pet-
ra Plantation, “still offers to visitors a 
touch of old-time grandeur”, a building 
which is still going strong today. Origi-
nally designed as a stately Caribbean 
Great House, Grand Old House was built 
by Boston businessman William Hen-
ry Law in 1908. An important building 
for the location, it served as a Sunday 
school, a hospital for soldiers wounded 
in World War II, a beauty parlour and 
a shelter for island residents during 

storms. In 1969 it was placed into the 
hands of new owners who turned it into 
a restaurant when South Sound was no 
more than a dirt track. Today it’s one of 
the most popular �ine dining establish-
ments in Cayman.

Another landmark that is still very 
much part of the fabric of South Sound 
is the South Sound Community Cen-
tre. Ms Lawrence describes how, in 
the late Seventies, the community 
came together to build a new hall �it 
for purpose. Nowadays the “new” hall 
still plays an integral part as a meeting 
place for local residents to assemble 
and celebrate.

South Sound is still home to a hand-
ful of historically-important dwellings 
along with Grand Old House, such as 
the pink, blue and white traditional Cay-
man home known as McCoy’s Villa that 
is located on the waterfront on South 
Church Street, built by Edgar Samuel 
McCoy around 1870. Original features of 
this beautiful cabin style home, include 
hardwood �loors, a delicate lacework 
etched glass panel and wrap around 
porch (which had been extended over 
the years.)

21st Century development
Fast forward to the 21st Century and 

South Sound’s appeal has grown mas-
sively, observed by real estate profes-
sionals as making an excellent alter-
native to the most sought-after area of 
Cayman, that of Seven Mile Beach. It’s 
now known as the new “Seven Mile”, as 
inventory in that location has dwindled 
hugely in the past few years. Now, as 
Cayman transitions into a new phase of 
its life with population numbers moving 
to the mid-60,000s and beyond, devel-
opers have seized upon South Sound as 
one of the quickest developing areas of 
Grand Cayman. 

Luxury developments, such as the 24-
unit oceanfront Tides property and the 
36-unit, �ive-storey Fin condominium 
development on South Church Street, 
have begun to punctuate the landscape, 
with many new developments sporting 
ultra-modern �ixtures and �ittings, clean 
lines and contemporary designs.

But while the natural vegetation has 
made way for construction and develop-
ment, and the peace and stillness gives 
way to traf�ic jams twice a day, the loca-
tion still manages to hold on to the same 
community feel of yesteryear, no doubt 
anchored by the great sporting bastions 
of the rugby club, the tennis club and the 
squash club, all of which encourage a 
feeling of togetherness and unity. South 
Sound remains a special place in the 
hearts of many that no amount of devel-
opment should ever quell. 

  Tides on South Sound

  Luxury properties are a feature on South Sound now

The changing face of South Sound

  The McCoy Villa is a sign of the past

  Pure Art is another reflection of yesteryear

  The Fin development on South Sound

C�������� T���� Thursday, January 23, 2020 | Issue No 483 PAGE A7
FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT



Caymanian

BIGGER 
IS BETTER

Get your customers' attention with
our EXTENDED full page ads

• All Sizes
• Full colour
• Great placement 
• Prices starting from CI$35
• Free Graphic design

For more information contact 
Ralph at 916 2000 or email 
sales@caymaniantimes.ky 
or Visit our new location at 
#19 Walkers Road
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For further information or to book an advert call 916 2000 or email: sales@caymaniantimes.ky
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Advertising Deadlines (48 Hours prior Publication Day)

Publication Day       Deadline 
                    (12pm (noon))

Monday    Friday

Tuesday    Saturday

Wednesday    Monday

Thursday    Tuesday

Friday     Wednesday

DAILY
PAPER 

Still FREE 
at over 

200 locations
2 days notice for ads

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday 

Friday

Description CI$ x H
Maximum # of 

words
Newspaper Advertisement Full page 900 10 x 20 1 800
Newspaper Advertisement 2/3 page 600 Customized 1 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page 
(horizontal) 500 10 x 9.9 900

Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page 
(Vertical) 500 4.9 x 20 900

Newspaper Advertisement 1/3 page 400 Customized 700
Newspaper Advertisement 1/4 page 300 4.9 x 9.9 450
Newspaper Advertisement 1/5 page 225 4.8 x 7.4 350
Newspaper Advertisement 1/8 page 150 4.9 x 4.85 250
Newspaper Advertisement 1/12 page 105 4.9 x 2.35 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/32 page 75 Customized 150
Newspaper Advertisement Mini 25 Customized 75

a/n05ngiseD cihparG
Front Page Banner A Section 300 10 x 2.5
Front Page Banner B Section 200 10 x 2.5

2.5 x 01001rennaB rehtO
Back Page A Section 700 10 x 20
Back Page B Section 500 10 x 20

a/n057)segap 4( tresnI
Advertorial 1/2 page 500 n/a
Website Advertising per month 600
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne has 
kicked Agriculture Minister Dean Jonas 
from his Cabinet but has given him a 
chance to return in six months, once he 
can make some changes, including im-
proving the “toxic” relationships he has 
had with staff and farmers.

Browne, who said he had been im-
pressing on Jonas the need to do better 

since about mid-2019, wrote a letter to 
the embattled minister yesterday, in-
forming him that his termination would 
take effect that same day.

Giving the reasons for his decision, 
the Prime Minister wrote to Jonas: “For 
more than six months, I have tried to 
dissuade you from taking decisions in-
imical to good governance, and to my 

Government’s policy. My at-
tempts have been in vain.

“Your relationship with your 
staff in the Ministry is toxic, 
and a continuous decline is evi-
dent from the reports that have 
reached me. The relationship 
with the farmers is also toxic 
and deteriorating further.”

But Browne gave some in-
dication that Jonas, who is 
Member of Parliament for the 
St George’s constituency, could 
return to the ministerial po-
sition he held for a year and a 
half.

He said he would give Jo-
nas a six-month “period of 
re�lection” to “give thought to 
correcting the nature of the 
relationships and to recon-
ciliation”. Once that period is 
over, the Prime Minister said, 
yesterday’s decision could be 
reversed.

“I continue to wish you all 
the very best, and advise that 
you take the half-year hiatus to 
reconsider approaches to the 
management of your respon-

sibilities,” Browne’s correspondence 
ended.

The termination came on the heels of 
reported complaints about Jonas, and 
Browne saying on local radio just last 
weekend that the minister had not met 
the goals set for his ministry.

The Prime Minister said he had “a real 
stern discussion” with Jonas and had 
cautioned him to “set up” his perfor-
mance. But Jonas subsequently defend-

ed himself, saying that the information 
used to assess his performance was 
“�lawed”.

Jonas has been replaced as Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda 
Affairs by Samantha Marshall who will 
also continue to carry out her substan-
tive duties as Minister of Social Trans-
formation and Human Resource Devel-
opment. She was sworn in the same day 
of Jonas’ �iring. 

Immigration of�icials in Barbados 
have insisted that the human rights of a 
Jamaican awaiting deportation after be-
ing convicted of drug importation were 
not violated, as his attorney has claimed.

The allegations of mistreatment had 
come from Asante Brathwaite, the at-
torney of Kivesi Andrae McPherson who 
paid a BDS$8,000 (US$4,000) �ine for 
importing cannabis on December 30, 
2019, and was handed over to the Im-
migration Department to be sent back 
to Jamaica.

According to Brathwaite, her client 
was detained for a week at the Grantley 
Adams International Airport. He was 
eventually able to get a �light back home 
last Thursday, but Brathwaite told the 
Barbados Today online newspaper that 
his family was considering pursing legal 
action.

But in a statement, the Immigration 
Department sought to clear the air about 
why McPherson remained in custody so 
long before getting a �light to Jamaica.

It explained that Caribbean Airlines 
requires 48 hours advance notice for de-
portees to travel on its aircraft, and per-
mission was granted on January 13 for 
McPherson to travel to Kingston – three 
days after a request was made.

The Jamaican was ready to leave on a 
6 a.m. �light the next day, but when he 
was escorted to the departure gate by an 
immigration of�icial, the plane’s captain 
refused to accept him on the aircraft be-
cause he was not being escorted by an 
immigration of�icer to Jamaica – a prac-
tice the Immigration Department said 
was not customary in the circumstanc-
es.

“The general manager of the airline 
was contacted and he subsequently ad-
vised that he would have to get addition-
al clearance from the security manager 
in Trinidad, and the department would 
be informed when permission was given 
to travel,” statement explained.

“That permission was granted on the 
evening of January 15, 2020. The follow-

ing day, Mr McPherson boarded a Carib-
bean Airlines �light, which departed for 
Jamaica via Trinidad at 4:58 a.m. His at-
torney was informed of his departure.”

Regarding claims by the attorney that 
her client had to purchase his own meals 

while in custody, the statement said that 
except for January 10 when McPherson 
declined the meal offered by the Immi-
gration Department and bought food 
from Chefette instead, he was provided 
with three meals daily. 

A Marshall Islands-registered oil 
tanker, MV Yannis has successfully lifted 
Guyana’s �irst shipment of crude, setting 
sail for the United States with 1 million 
barrels of light crude.

The Guyana National Bureau of Stand-
ards (GNBS), which is responsible for 
independently ensuring the accurate 
measurement of Guyana’s oil from the 
Stabroek Block, reported that the �irst 
of�loading of crude oil on the �loat-
ing production storage and of�loading 
(FPSO) commenced last Saturday morn-
ing and all activities were executed as 
planned.

Lifts are expected approximately 
every 10 to 12 days from henceforth.

“This �irst lift, due to the record set 
from discovery to production by the 
operator, sets Guyana �irmly on its way 
to becoming one of the wealthiest coun-
tries on the globe per capita, according 
to many industry specialists,” a state-

ment from the Department of Energy 
said.

Already, the sector has witnessed for-
eign direct investment (FDI) in excess 
of US$500 million, the creation of over 
1,700 direct jobs, over 600 service pro-
viders, and the establishment of over 70 
joint ventures, alliances and partner-
ships which continue to increase.

“Oil revenues from this venture alone 
are projected to realize approximately 
US$300 million in this �irst year and more 
than tripling over the next �ive years. This 
is expected to directly bene�it every Guya-
nese during this Decade of Development 
through the provision of revenues to de-
velop other important sectors such as ag-
riculture, energy and manufacturing, as 
well as vastly improved social and educa-
tional services, world class infrastructure, 
increased wages, job opportunities and an 
overall better quality of life over the long 
term,” the Department of Energy added.

Production in Guyana commenced on 
December 20, 2019, less than �ive years 
after the �irst-ever commercial discov-
ery at the 6.6 million acres Stabroek 

Block. It is expected that up to 120,000 
barrels of oil per day will be produced.

To date, there has been a total of 17 oil 
�inds in Guyana. 

Guyana’s First Shipment of Crude 
Oil off  to United States

Barbados Immigration Officials Deny Claims 
it Mistreated Jamaican Detainee

Antigua’s Agriculture Minister Fired Over 
Bad Decisions and Toxic Relationships

  Dean Jonas was fired as Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs because of 
Prime Minister Gaston Browne’s dissatisfaction with his performance and his toxic rela-
tionships with staff and farmers

Email : Sales@caymaniantimes.ky
 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

5 DAYS PER WEEK
ADVERTISE WITH US

916-2000 | www.caymaniantimes.ky

  The termination letter written to Agriculture Minister 
Dean Jonas
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Abu Simbel
Alexandria
Aswan
Cairo
Camel
Cheops
Cleopatra

Delta
Desert
Karnak
Luxor
Memphis
Mummy
Nile

Nubia
Papyrus
Pharaoh
Pyramids
Sphinx
Thebes
Tombs
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POINCIANA POINTE

LOWER VALLEY

FAMILY HOUSE

ASKING CI$550,000

3BED,3.5 BATH

SQ/FT: 2850

BLOCK 31A/PARCEL 154H1.3

POOL:YES

GARAGE:2

GARDEN VIEW

HOUSE FOR RENT:

ON THE CANAL 5 MINUTES TO 
RUM POINT

BEAUTIFUL 3 BED, 2.5 BATH

WITH POOL & DOCK

WATER STREET, SUNRISE 
LANDING

NORTH SOUND ESTATE

Available February 1st, 2020

Rent: CI$3,800 per month 
utilities not included

Nadine Street 7

North Sound Estate

Asking CI$480,000

Interior size: 2,200 ft

Lot size: 0.25 Acres

Block 27C/Parcel 87
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FOR SALE
MUST SEE!

MAKO 263 CUDY
Twin 250 HP ETECHS

One needs a fly wheel and computer (port)
30’ 10” overall; Head sleeps 4

240 gas; 50 gallons water
Rigged for Fishing and pleasure

Asking CI$35,000 or OBO
Call 916 - 2654

Caymanian

Still FREE 
at over 
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2 days notice for ads
call 9162000 or

Email sales@caymaniantimes.ky
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