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CIFS Firefighters 
Graduate

Magni�icent Pedro St James

Puerto Rico 
has region’s 
most quakes

By Lindsey Turnbull

Our latest series of Then and Now ar-
ticles will take readers on a tour of Cay-
man’s most iconic and endearing build-
ings. We begin with the oldest structure 
in Cayman, Pedro St James, a popular 
attraction and culturally signi�icant Na-
tional Historic Site that sits high about 
the ocean in Spotts.

Legends, superstitions and stories 
surround the magni�icent Pedro St 
James Great House, one of which is that 
it was built in 1631 by a Spanish sett-
lor named Pedro Gomez sent to Cay-
man from Jamaica to colonise Cayman, 
hence the ‘Pedro’ aspect to its name. But 
the original Great House was actually 
built in 1780 by an Englishman called 
William Eden who came to Cayman in 
1765 from Jamaica with his second wife, 
Elizabeth Clark, and, using slave labour, 
built a spacious home for the two of 
them, while farming the adjoining land 
as a plantation. The house was named St 
James Castle.

The house was three stories tall and 
well-forti�ied, built with 3ft thick walls 
made out of coral rock quarried nearby, 
along with extended verandas, large shut-

  Ruins of St James Castle, Pedro, Grand Cayman in 1910 (Photo credit: The Cayman Islands National Archive Photographic Collections)... Continued story on page A5

Twenty-one young men graduated from their 
20 week course in �ire�ighting and rescue training 
on Friday 31 February. The graduation ceremo-
ny, at the Family Life Centre of George Town, was 
attended by H.E The Governor, Mr. Martyn Roper, 
as well as senior of�icers from the Cayman Islands 
Fire Service. It began with a march-past of the new 
recruits, who stood to attention while they were 
inspected by Mr. Roper, before all the proud moms, 

dads, family and friends came into the hall for the 
graduation ceremony.

Cayman’s Chief Fire Of�icer, Paul Walker congrat-
ulated all the graduates on completing their basic 
training: “As we welcome them as colleagues to the 
�ire and rescue family, I’d like to say: you’ve cho-
sen your profession well; a profession of service; 

  Cayman Fire Service’s proud new graduates

... Continued story on page A4

By Ron Shillingford

The Caribbean seems to be blighted by earthquakes 
at present with the Cayman Islands being hit last month 
along with many other countries in the region. Puerto Rico 
seems to be having the worst of it though, the latest was 
a 4.5 magnitude earthquake near Puerto Rico Saturday 
night.

According to the United States Geological Survey, the 
quake was 44 miles northwest of the island and 6 miles 
deep. No tsunami threat was administered at the time.

Tremors and aftershocks have been rocking Puerto Rico, 
weeks after a magnitude 6.4 earthquake toppled build-
ings, killed at least one person and injured another eight 

  Puerto Rico’s earthquakes cause mass devastation

... Continued story on page A7
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Victory for West Bay 
Concerned Citizens update

Following several 
months of concern be-
cause of a substantial 
obstruction at the end 
of Mary Mollie Hydes 
Road in West Bay, 
just where it merg-
es with Town Hall 
Road, The West Bay 
Concerned Citizens 
group is glad to see 
that the obstructions 
have been �inally re-
moved. The removal 
follows a communi-
cation from the Plan-
ning Department 
that the obstructions, 
which included sev-
eral large boulders, 
and a garden area 
and palm trees which 
had been added to 
the front of a large 
residential property, 
was indeed contrary 
to the Department’s 
regulations, and that, 
until it was removed, no Certi�icate of 
Occupancy for the building would be 
issued.

Ezmie Bodden, Concerned Citi-
zens Chairperson said: “There is one 
comment which I would like to make. 
The new trees that are re-planted up 

against the wall will grow into larger 
trees in the future. I hope that Govern-
ment is mindful of this that branches 
will overhang into the road.”

Ms Bodden sent these photos to 
show that the obstruction had been 
removed. 

EDITORIAL

Daily Dose Winners
We congratulate our 4 winners for January 
who have subscribed for their daily dose of 

News and maintained their subscription
In order to preserve the Subscribers 

privacy, we have only published their 
�irst names and will be sending emails 
to each of the winners:

• Andrew
• Angie
• Liliana
• Dan
Knowledge is power and in particu-

lar, now that we are living in a global 
village.

The Caymanian Times launched 
its daily paper on January 20, with 
additional publications on Tuesday 
and Thursday. This move comes in 
response to what we believe is the 
success of our particular brand of 
community-based reporting that has 
been so well received by our brilliant 
readers.

We do believe that the internet will 
compliment our printed newspaper 
and have upgraded our website to a 
highly user-friendly platform that is 

already receiving over 50K visits per 
week.

Visitors to caymaniantimes.ky can 
sign up for news alerts which are 
emailed on a daily basis at midnight 
so that you can wake up to your daily 
dose of news.

Log on to ctimes.ky and select from 
your preference of news: Local News, 
International News, Sport News or All 
News. You will also be eligible to win 
$100 during our weekly drawing that 
expires June 30, 2020.

With this greater presence, we look 
forward to sharing even more of our 
news, stories and features with our 
readers as we expand our production. 
In this way, we hope to reach even more 
of the Cayman community. Pick up a 
copy of your Caymanian Times every 
day at gas stations and Supermarkets 
and many other locations across the is-
lands or pop into our of�ices on Walker’s 
Road for a copy of your daily read. 
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The 12th Annual MUZAIC Festival Weekend took 
place over the Hero’s Day Weekend from Friday, 24th 
to Sunday 26th January over Heroes Day Weekend.

The weekend-long festival was �illed with several 
musical events including the DJ showcase at the Seven 
Mile, Public Beach.

Featured DJs on the evening included Dj Domuneek, 
Dj Martino, Silver Fox (Paul Akal), Pepper Rollaz, Dj 
Mix Master, DJ Dave, Chuck Taylor, Dj Carter and Dj 
Flex.

The Hero’s Salute segment of MUZAIC at the Havana 
Club, featured artists and performers such as J Nez, 
M-Lito and Big Harv (Winner of the ’16 Bars’ Rap Com-
petition), who paid homage to those who contributed 
to the music industry in Cayman over the years.

Rounding out the line-up for Hero’s Salute at Havana 
Club was the 5th Division Band, featuring Topaz Gen-
eral and Andy Blake.

On Sunday, 26th January, the award presentation at 
the Harquail Theater honored recipients with awards 
ranging from International Success to the Icon Award.

The Hero’s Day LIVE MUZAIC Showcase in George 
Town on Monday 27th January, was a post-award cere-
mony in hero’s square, featuring live entertainment. 

MUZAIC ON HERO’S DAY WEEKEND

  Recording Artist Lonnie Love accepts his award for song 
of the year from a Hurleys Media Representative as MC 
Carl Brown Looks on

  Pappi Connoly, Berline Wallace, and Edlyn Myles get 
ready to perform at the Heros Day Celebrations in George 
Town

 Rico Rolando accepts the award for International Suc-
cess at the recent MUZAIC Awards Ceremony

Coronavirus information announcement
Minister for Health the Hon Dwayne 

Seymour was joined by Chief Medical 
Of�icer, Dr. John Lee, Medical Of�icer of 
Health Dr Samuel Williams; and Deputy 
Director of Customs and Border Con-
trol, Mr Gary Wong to inform the public 
about the Novel Coronavirus which has 
been spreading to many different coun-
tries from China where it was �irst ob-
served. So far there have not been any 
cases of the virus in the Cayman Islands.

Mr. Seymour said: “As minister of health 
my �irst priority is to assure the people 
of the Cayman Islands that the Minis-
try and the Public Health Department 
along with all stakeholders have been 
working tirelessly to ensure your safety. 
Rest assured we are ready to deal with 
this virus should it arrive on our shores. 
There have been 14,557 con�irmed cas-
es worldwide with 23 countries other 
than China reporting cases. The World 
Health Organisation has reported the 
risk as ‘High,’ and there have been over 
300 deaths. There is an action plan in 
place which all parties are executing as 
needed. All registered practitioners have 
been provided with information, on this 
public health threat through the Depart-
ment of Health and Regulatory Services. 
The Department of Public Health held 
a multi-sector meeting on Wednesday 
29 January, and amongst the attendees 
were senior members of Custom and 
Border Control, the Port Authority, the 
Airports Authority, the Ministry of Tour-
ism, and staff from across the Health Ser-
vices Authority.

“The Public health department is hav-
ing ongoing communication with Cay-
man Airways, offering ongoing help and 
advice. The customs and border patrol 
of�icers are already screening all arriv-
ing passengers for travel histories to 
China, who will be noti�ied to the Public 

Health Department. Public health will 
monitor any at-risk individuals for their 
incubation period, and support their 
healthcare needs as necessary.

“We have to count on the community 
to do their part as well. What we know 
so far, that transmission from people 
with no symptoms is not likely to be 
a major form of transmission. People 
who have symptoms will spread the vi-

rus more readily through coughing and 
sneezing. Whether you are travelling 
or not, the public is advised to practice 
general prevention control measures, 
such as frequent cleansing with soap 
and water, or an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer, covering nose and mouth 
when coughing and sneezing, avoiding 
close contact with people suffering from 
acute respiratory infection.

I recommend that all Caribbean or 
Caymanian Citizens should postpone 
their travel to China until the All-Clear 
is given.”

Mr. Seymour said that if anyone 
felt they may have symptoms, even if 
they think they might be ordinary �lu 
symptoms, they should come forward 
to seek help from health practitioners, 
and that government health services 
was operating an “nobody gets turned 
away,” policy in this regard, to encour-
age people to come forward for help 
even if they do not have health insur-
ance.

Dr. John Lee said: “I am con�ident that 
Cayman is ready to tackle any threats 
that come to our shores in this regard. 
Mortality rate from the disease at 2 per-
cent and we can take some reassurance 
that both the mortality as well as its in-
fectivity is low compared to other pan-
demics that we have suffered. But there 
is quite a high incidence of severe illness 
it is around 15 percent. I would encour-
age everyone to educate themselves as 
well as they can in regard to the virus 
and would reiterate the need hygiene 
hand with soap and water hand sanitiz-
er and keep a good distance from people 
with acute respiratory infections. If you 
are travelling, stay clear from wild ani-
mals and farm animals.

Dr. Samuel Williams said: “It is impor-
tant for the public to know this is a new 
virus, and there are a lot of unknowns 
about this virus. We have been in con-
stant communications with internation-
al health organizations and have been 
receiving guidance on the way forward. 
We would advise you to visit the H.S.A 
website where you can access a lot of 
new information.”   (L-r) Gary Wong, Hon Dwayne Seymour, Dr. John Lee, Dr Samuel Williams

  Hon Dwayne Seymour   Dr. Samuel Williams
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and profession of helping others in their 
time of need. It’s a profession that is 
challenging as individuals, as teams, and 
a profession where you will make life-
long friends,” he said.

Mr. Walker outlined the changing role 
of the �ire�ighter over the last century: 
“In 2020 the roll of the professional �ire-
�ighter is broader, and covers a complex 
ranger of incidents, societal and envi-
ronmental challenges, and presents a 
greater number of risks and threats,” 
he said. “Earthquakes are an ever pres-
ent possibility, as we found out earlier 
this week. Then there are environmen-
tal factors such as hurricanes and wide 
scale �looding. Technological advance 
requires complex skill sets, in-depth 
knowledge and experience. For example 
telemetry for breathing apparatus; avia-
tion �ire and rescue appliances and �ire; 
electronic pumps and �low meters, ther-
mal imaging, positive pressure ventila-
tion, road technology, hydraulic cutting 
equipment hazardous materials and in-
land water search and rescue.

“Please support each other in chal-
lenging times, and trust me, you will 
face them. Inspire each other to mo-
tivate; be the best you can, and take 
every opportunity you can to develop 
your skills and knowledge. Take every 
opportunity you can to acquire, refresh 
and maintain new skills. Above all, en-
joy your careers. Come to work to make 
a difference, come to work to learn and 
develop, come to work to make your-
selves, your family and friends, your col-
leagues proud and above all, be proud to 
be a �ire�ighter.”

Hon Tara Rivers, Minister for Home 
Affairs, said: “You are always the ones 
we call upon when we need help the 
most, and at times the demands of your 
role will push you to your limits, and 
sometimes beyond, but please note that 
the Government and the people of the 

Cayman Islands are incredibly grateful 
for your sacri�ices and we do not take 
you for granted. That message is not 
just for the recruitment class, but for all 
those who are in the �ire service.”

New graduate, Robert said: “Not only 
has training made us �itter and smart-
er, but it has also introduced us to. In-
troduced us to an international body of 
brave men and women who risk lives to 
protect property and the environment.”

Each of the recruits received their 
course completion certi�icates, and 
there were also some special awards 
presented for those who had excelled 
during their training. 

Cayman Islands Fire Service 
Firefighters’ Graduation

... Continued story from page A1

  Angel Hawkins Lopez receives his Certificate of Completion from H.E The Governor Martyn 
Roper   Rhojel Gayle receives Top Watch Award from Gloria McField Nixon

  New graduates give a demonstration

  Graduates’ demonstration  Graduates’ demonstration

  Proud new fire service graduates on parade

Monday to Friday 9 am to 6 pm
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky
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tered windows and a slate roof. The slate 
was brought to Cayman from England as 
ballast on sailing ships and was also used 
on the ground �loor and upper �loors. The 
dual �light of entry stairs was a typical de-
sign feature of stately homes of that era, 
while the entire plantation house-style 
design re�lected the great houses of Ja-
maica and other Caribbean countries.

The ground �loor was open on all sides 
and housed parties, games and dances 
and on this level the cookroom serviced 
the entire house with its �ireside hearth 
and bake oven. The upper �loors were 
used as dining or entertainment areas 
and bedrooms were on the top �loor.

Eden passed the house on to his son, 
William Eden II. In 1800 he then sold the 
house to the Public Recorder, James Coe, 
for 120 pounds sterling, who used the 
house for of�icial functions as well as a 
residence. Coe then sold it back to Eden 
around 1822 and in 1823 the house was 
used as a courthouse and jailhouse for 
the island. In 1824 Coe requested that 
the Governor of Jamaica supply Cayman 
with arms to protect itself against pi-
rates, contributing to the iconic “castle” 
image and immortalised by the canons 
set in its grounds.

Birthplace of Democracy
Two major events took place at Pedro 

St James in the following decade, about 
which present day students read in their 
history books: the decision to form the 
Islands’ �irst elected parliament on 5th 
December 1831, closely followed by the 
issue of the proclamation to end slavery 

in the British Empire on 3 May 1835, ce-
menting the site’s role as the ‘Birthplace 
of Democracy in the Cayman Islands’.

After William Eden II died, the house 
was a residence for his heirs and fami-
ly, but in 1877, his granddaughter, Mary 
Jane Eden, was killed at the site by a 
bolt of lightening, and thereafter the 

house became abandoned with fears 
that it was an unlucky place in which 
to live. The house fell into disrepair and 
was only renovated again in 1914 by 
the Hurlston family, but then was aban-
doned again in 1920.

In 1959 part of the property was 
bought by Thomas Hubble who lived 

there until 1963. Hubbell carved the 
date 1631 on the entrance arch and 
promoted the idea it was built by a 
Spaniard who had once housed the fa-
mous pirate Henry Morgan. From 1967 
it became a restaurant but �ire burnt 
the place down in 1970. It reopened 
as a restaurant in 1974 until the 1980s 
when the restaurant went bankrupt 
and was damaged by a hurricane and 
another �ire.

Present day
In 1991, the property was purchased 

by the Cayman Islands Government for 
development as an historic site, employ-
ing a Canadian �irm to develop a restora-
tion and interpretation plan for the site 
in conjunction with the Historic Sites 
Committee, which include the National 
Archives, the National Museum and the 
National Trust. That work concluded in 
the latter part of the 20th century at a 
cost of approximately $8 million and 
produced the historic site that exists to-
day, opening in December 1998.

Today, visitors can enjoy the beauty 
of the Great House, carefully restored 
to its former glory, as well as a 20-min-
ute presentation at the Pedro Theatre, 
complete with lighting, vapors, wind, 
and water effects, a multi-sensory ex-
perience that helps visitors appreciate 
the lives of the early settlers. A Hurri-
cane Ivan memorial, stamp room and 
rum tastings all add to the enjoyment of 
the visit, while many important events 
and functions have been held at Pedro 
St James, including it being the site at 
which Prince Charles of�iciated at a spe-
cial ceremonial evening along with his 
wife, Camilla, when the royals visited 
Cayman in March 2019. 

Then and Now: Magni�icent Pedro St James
... Continued story from page A1

  Pedro Castle in 1959 (Photo credit: The Cayman Islands National Archive Photographic 
Collections)

  St James Castle – Pedro Bluff in 1938 (Photo credit: The Cayman Islands National Archive 
Photographic Collections)

 Prince Charles and Camilla at a special ceremony held at Pedro St James in March 2019

  Pedro St James, Birthplace of Democracy
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
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through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
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hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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Speaker of the Cayman Islands Leg-
islative Assembly Hon. McKeeva Bush 
has hailed the territory’s building code 
for its robust stipulations which he feels 
contributed to averting what could have 
been a major disaster from last week’s 
Tuesday’s 7.7magnitude earthquake.

In an address to the LA that was part 
homily, part admonition, the Speaker 
recalled the original doubts about the 
requirements detailed in the code.

Not only were the regulations put the 
test of harsh criticism, but the more se-
vere real-world, real-time stress test 
which they withstood.

“Stresses we had on Tuesday on our 
building code, we recognise what they 
are. I do recall how much we were crit-
icised for it, and I say, in all our chal-
lenges, we ought not to overly criticise 
for the sake of our own aggrandisement 
and political gain,” Speaker Bush ad-
monished.

“Our people ought to take stock for 
something that was cursed and an ad-
ministration that was accused, oh so 
much, of putting into place a system 
(and you have heard these words a lot) 
to hinder Caymanians and make for-
eigners and ourselves (meaning, Elected 
Members) rich. You heard that. That is 
what we are being accused of.

“But that has been debunked — de-
bunked, I say — by the 7.7 earthquake 
that hit us on Tuesday, with rarely any 
structural damage, that should prevail 
hard on the minds of us Caymanians, 
that what was done in implementing 
our building code was good for our Is-
lands, and especially good for Cayma-
nians.”

Considering the intensity of the earth-
quake, The Speaker re�lected on earth-
quakes which have resulted in horri�ic 
tragedies elsewhere and compared that 
to the disaster which has been averted 
in the Cayman Islands.

“Let us think of where we are. Just 
think how fortunate, how blessed we 
have been, that we were hit by a 7.7 on 
the scale and we lost no life. No build-
ings collapsed. Haiti was hit by a 6 and 
lost 250,000 lives, so we ought to think. 
We ought to think about so many things, 

but we have to be thank-
ful. This did not come 
perchance because we 
have cared. We have had 
the foresight to build 
right and who was it 
for? — our own people 
because that is who we 
are building for.” 

With the Legislative 
Assembly holding its 
�irst session for the year, 
and at the start of a new 
decade, Hon. Speaker 
Bush called for a new 
approach to political 
engagement and public 
discourse.

“As we enter a new 
decade in this our �irst 
meeting for the year, let 
us call on our good com-
mon sense. Let us be 
thankful for the strides 
we have made as a coun-
try; be mindful that a 
pack of lies hurt the 
nation. It is easy to lie, 
defame and accuse but 
good, positive results of 
the challenges we face 
will only come from 
hard work, not talk — 
not talk on Facebook or 
under the almond tree.

“Yesterday, some 
Members of this hon-
ourable House were out 
in their constituencies 
giving assistance. What 
was the complaint? Pho-
tos! This is the mindset 
of our people and we ought to say so be-
cause it is wrong.

“So, while we are accused, the facts 
are showing differently and rather than 
our accusers doing nothing to lead to 
a new dawn, they are busy doing what 
they accuse the Elected Assembly of; the 
entrenchment of old practices: accuse, 
belittle, blackguard and lie.”

Indications of ageism emerging in 
public debate were frowned on by 
Speaker Bush, and he appealed to all 

concerned to refrain from expressions.
“I will further say that our public 

ought to be more than careful, wary — 
more than wary — as the many com-
plaints and talk of being young, and 
us being too old is not the panacea for 
political governance in our Islands with 
the challenges we face. Work, work, 
work, not make-believe, is the order of 
the day.”

The Hon. Speaker reiterated that he 
will not seek political leadership again 

but is committed to 
continuing his contri-
butions to the develop-
ment of the territory.

“I say all of this not be-
cause I want to seek any 
higher of�ice, and let me 
debunk that; I am not. 
I say all this because of 
what I see, not that I am 
seeking to be Premier, 
God knows — and let 
me debunk that — not 
this McKeeva Bush. I 
turned 65 last Monday; 
do you think I want to 
face that as the Premier 
or as a Member of Cab-
inet? I say to my people: 
Not me. Oh, I will strive 
for the next seat, and 
I hope they carry that 
one. I will, God’s willing, 
but not to be in Cabinet.”

One of the goals Mr 
Bush says he wished to 
see achieved is the tran-
sition from legislative 
assembly to a parlia-
ment which he consid-
ers as a demonstration 
of political maturity for 
the Cayman Islands.

“I say all this too be-
cause I am the Speak-
er of this Assembly, for 
which agreement has 
been reached for it to 
be the Parliament of the 
Cayman Islands, and if 
we have not or cannot 
reach this kind of matu-

rity that I am talking about, then when 
shall we?

In closing his presentation the Hon. 
Speaker complimented the emergency 
services for their prompt and coordi-
nated response to avert what could have 
been a major disaster.

He also called for more tolerance, en-
couragement and appreciation, across 
the political directorate, civil service, 
private sector and the wider communi-
ty. 

SPEAKING FROM THE HEART: 
Hon. Speaker Exhorts Cayman

  Speaker of the Cayman Islands Legislative Assembly Hon. McKeeva Bush

After long and extensive review, the 
Cayman Islands Standards in Public Life 
Law will formally come into force on 
March 1st this year.

The legislation has been on the books 
for the past six years but has not been 
implemented.

In updating the Legislative Assembly 
on the status of the legislation, Hon. 
Premier Alden McLaughlin advised that 
there have been numerous about the 
stipulations of the law with outlines the 
criteria of conduct and disclosures for 
persons in public life.

While it focuses on government min-
isters and other public servants, it also 
extends to private citizens serving on 
government boards.

The latter has been a point of con-
tention with many board members 
expressing reservations especially 
about the disclosure requirements of 
the law.

Premier McLaughlin reports that after 
a series of consultations, the law is now 
ready to be enacted.

In brie�ing the LA on the Standards in 
Public Life Law(SPLL), he stated: “It has 
been a long and involved process…This 
has been such a long and arduous jour-
ney, but we are now almost there.”

The law was �irst passed in 2014, 
amended in 2016 after many objections 

were raised, and further reviewed in 
2019.

On the timeline of the process to date, 
the Premier outlined:

“The reason for the amendments at 
the time was that after passing the in-
itial Standard in Public Life Law, I and 
virtually every Government Minister 
at the time received phone calls and 
messages from many members of Stat-
utory Authority and Government Com-
pany(SAGC) boards and committees 
stating their concerns with the Law and 
indeed we had real threats of resigna-
tions from members of the public who 
were giving their time to serve on public 
boards and committees.

“And so the law was not brought into 
effect until a review could be done.”

But that 2016 review was not con-
sidered to have gone far enough and 
the legislation was subjected to further 
amendement.

“The Law was amended in June 2016 
to address the identi�ied concerns. 
However, it was quickly recognised that 
there were still ongoing concerns by the 
public, despite the amendments done in 
2016,” the Premier explained.

“Those concerns presented the Gov-
ernment at the time with a dilemma; the 
same dilemma we had in 2014 – should 
we bring into force the law as amended 
and still risk many resignations from 
key Government SAGC’s boards, com-
mittees, and commissions, or should we 
set it aside until we had an opportunity 
to have another look. We chose the lat-
ter approach.”

The main concern by persons called 
to serve on government boards, howev-
er, remained seemingly intractable.

The main challenge arose mainly from 
worries over what many considered the 
intrusive nature of the legislation with 
implications for con�identiality and pri-
vacy.

“The need was to again review the law 
and proposed regulations and deter-
mine where we could draw a better bal-
ance; a balance that allowed the public, 
especially those with particular exper-
tise, to be willing to serve the country 

without feeling that their personal af-
fairs were being unduly intruded upon 
whilst at the same time ensuring that 
the law performed as intended," the Pre-
mier reported.

“We also understood that there may 
be areas where the law was being mis-
understood and therefore there was a 
need for further clari�ication with SAGC 
board, committee and commission 
members."

Premier McLaughlin conceded that 
“the starting point though was for the 
Government to again formally consult 
with boards, committee and commis-
sion members to understand what, 
if any, concerns still existed and how 
we could resolve the concerns in an 
even-handed way.”

Further consultations ensued leading 
to what the Premier says is now a satis-
factory and workable outcome.

“In the latter quarter of 2019, suf-
�icient feedback was received for an 
analysis to be done by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Chambers as well as the Commis-
sion Secretariat. It was determined that 
some additional changes were still re-
quired, but these could be done via the 
proposed regulations.

“It is our intention, therefore, that 
at the next meeting of Cabinet that a 
Commencement Order will be issued to 
bring the law into force as of 1 March 
2020. The Regulations will follow 
shortly.”

The protracted delay in enacting the 
vital legislation has been the subject of 
much speculation and criticism.

In addressing those concerns, Mr 
McLaughlin sought to put any lingering 
doubts to rest.

“Mr Speaker, I also wish to point out 
that despite what some protagonists 
and naysayers in some parts of the me-
dia like to infer, the initial delay in bring-
ing the law into effect had nothing to do 
with elected members not wanting to 
make our interests known.

“We in this House are required by law 
to provide, and update, annually the reg-
ister prescribed by the Register of Inter-
est Law at the Legislative Assembly.”

He expressed regret at the slow pace 
of the process but pointed out that the 
government was forced to deal with sev-
eral competing priorities.

“I do regret that we have been una-
ble to move this review along at a faster 
pace, but it is not that Government has 
been sitting on our hands. We have been 
handling many urgent matters, includ-
ing as we were reminded yesterday, is-
sues to do with protecting our jurisdic-
tion from blacklisting by the EU.

“None-the-less", he said, "I am pleased 
that we are now there and I assure this 
Honourable House that the Standards in 
Public Life Law and Regulations will be 
in place soon.”

The law is now expected to come into 
force on March 1st. 

MARCH TARGET FOR 
STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE LAW

  Hon. Premier Alden McLaughlin
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on Jan. 7. Families have begun leaving 
the island because it won’t stop shaking.

For many on the island, the devasta-
tion is a reminder of September 2017 
when Hurricane Maria killed 3,000 peo-
ple and as many as 200,000 Puerto Ri-
cans were forced to hastily relocate to 
the mainland United States.

These major disasters have ravaged 
the island’s cultural heritage, too. Nu-
merous historic landmarks – including a 
2,000-year-old archaeological site con-
taining priceless evidence of the island’s 
earliest dwellers, the Taíno people – 
have been destroyed.

The fact that Puerto Rico seems to be 
inordinately hit by earthquakes is be-
cause it is squeezed between the border 
of the North American and Caribbean 
tectonic plates.

The Puerto Rico Trench, north of 
Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin 
Islands, is an undersea fault zone. The 
North American plate is sliding under 
the Caribbean plate there, creating the 
potential for earthquakes and undersea 
landslides that can set off tsunamis.

“We’re just as likely to have earth-
quakes as a place like California, Japan, 
New Zealand, Alaska,” said Elizabeth Va-
nacore, a seismologist with the Puerto 
Rico Seismic Network.

When the tectonic plates in the region 
slide past each other and squeeze together, 
energy and stress build up until one side of 
a fault pops up, unleashing an earthquake. 
The earthquakes redistribute stresses 

along the fault for a time, until those stress-
es build up again and new tremors occur.

The North American plate is edging 
south and sinking underneath the Car-
ibbean plate at about two centimetres 
per year, according to Gavin Hayes, a re-
search geophysicist at the United States 
Geological Survey. To the south, the Car-
ibbean plate is moving in the opposite 
direction, northward, at a similar rate.

“They are converging at a relatively 
low rate in comparison to plate bounda-

ries around the world,” he said. In South 
America, it can be as high as six centi-
metres per year, while in the southwest 
Paci�ic it is up to 10 centimetres per 
year. Slower convergence rates mean 
strain builds up more slowly, making 
earthquakes either smaller or rarer, he 
said.

Mayita Meléndez, mayor of Ponce, 
said people living near beaches are des-
perate to get out of their homes for fear 
of tsunamis. “It’s not safe,” Meléndez 
said. “The earth is moving constantly.”

A tsunami happens when a quake on 
the seabed suddenly pushes water up-
ward, producing a perilously towering 
wave. In 1918, an earthquake near the 
island’s north-western coast triggered a 
tsunami that killed 118 people, accord-
ing to the geological service.

Puerto Rico has seen damaging 
quakes before, but major earthquakes 
in the south-western part of the island 
are unusual in recent history.

The last signi�icant temblors record-
ed in that area, in 1991 and 1999, had 
a magnitude of about 4.1, according to 
the Puerto Rico Seismic Network, whose 
data dates to 1986.

Most of the seismic activity has oc-
curred in the underwater band to the 

north of the island, close to where the 
tectonic plate boundary is. The geologi-
cal survey has recorded 61 earthquakes 
of 4.5 magnitude or within about 50 
miles of the northern shoreline since 
2009.

Major earthquakes have regularly 
devastated cities in the Caribbean, in-
cluding Kingston, Jamaica, which was 
destroyed twice in three centuries. Ten 
years ago, a 7.0-magnitude earthquake 
struck Haiti, killing more than 200,000 
people and destroying tens of thou-
sands of buildings.

“Puerto Ricans should be aware that 
they live in a tectonically active region,” 
Hayes said. “Earthquakes can be expect-
ed any time.” He emphasised the impor-
tance of building to seismic codes.

Seismologists said that more earth-
quakes are expected to be felt on the 
island for a few more days because the 
seismic activity is occurring close to 
land. But the frequency of aftershocks is 
expected to slow down over time, which 
means the chances of another intense 
earthquake will also fall.

Arrivals and departures at the inter-
national airport in San Juan, which was 
running on generators, have returned to 
schedule. 

Puerto Rico has region’s most quakes
... Continued story from page A1

  Roads have been badly affected   Beach front properties have been worst hit

  Early morning 5.8 magnitude earthquake jolts Puerto Rico, no injuries reported

  The Taino People’s archaeological sites have been damaged

  The capital of Puerto Rico, San Juan
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By Shakir Khan

It was National Heroes Day, but a large 
number of residents, many of whom 
were school children turned up to par-
ticipate in the now popular, annual, 
LIONS CORPORATE CUP, event on Cay-
man Brac. The event was staged on the 
grounds of the Administration Building.

Under the sponsorship of Cayman Na-
tional Bank, all registered participants 
were given a T- Shirt. It was a fantastic 
sight to see residents mingling and chat-
ting as they waited for commencement 
of the event.

After greetings from Lions president 
Elton and chairperson Lion Dionne 
Smith, the �irst event got under way to 
great cheering from the onlookers. This 
was the relay amongst the school chil-
dren. First off was the group in the years 
1-3 category, and this was followed by 
the group in the years 4-6 category. Par-
ents were ecstatic as they cheered on 
their kids.

Then came the corporate cup main 
events- the walk and run. There were 
different team representations in these 

main events. The highlights were the 
team from the West End Primary School 
who competed against the adults in the 
corporate, Loop run. It was truly amaz-
ing to see their enthusiasm and deter-
mination. While the running event was 
in progress the corporate walk got un-
derway. There were teams from SASI, 
ALL NATIONS UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH, THE BIRTHDAY CLUB, THE 
COMMUNITY TEAM, THE SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH, WEST END 
STAFF, THE NATIONAL TRUST, and THE 
HIGH SCHOOL STAFF. In fact, the Na-
tional Trust was given a special award 
for �ielding the largest number of par-
ticipants.

Mr. Barry, owner of Golden Jerk said, 
“This is an encouraging moment to see 
all these youngsters. I am glad to be a 
part of this as it highlights the need for 
community life and good health.”

Dan Bentley of Canada and member of 
the National Trust said, “This is a great 
community event. Glad to be a part of it. 
It is promoting the need to stay healthy 
while also developing community spir-
it and competition. The school children 

are fantastic and admirable to see so 
many out so early in the morning.”

As the winners of each event crossed 
the �inish line there was great cheering 
amongst the supporters. The occasion 
attracted not only the school children, 
but residents of all ages.

On hand for the event was Mrs. Dora 
Sanford, Assistant Manager of Cayman 
National Bank on Cayman Brac. Beam-
ing with excitement to see the great 
success of the event she said, “Cayman 

National Bank is all about giving back to 
the community. We have sponsored this 
event for more than years, and each it 
seems to get better. We are always excit-
ed to be a part of any event that will pro-
mote community development, compe-
tition and healthy lifestyle. We remain 
committed to the enhancement of this 
community.”

Mrs. Sanford was also the mainstay in 
handing out the awards to winners. The 
event concluded around 9:30 a.m. 

CORPORATE CUP ON HEROES’DAY

 WEPS Winners 4 - 6 relay  Birthday Club Team

  High School Team West End Primary School Team

  The Lions Group

  Team National Trust Cayman Brac WEPS winners of the relay years 1-3
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International law �irm, Walkers, has 
again generously stepped up to support 
youngsters on Cayman Brac by provid-
ing funding for the 2019-2020 Sister Is-
lands’ children’s tennis programme.

The programme is run by the Tennis 
Federation of the Cayman Islands (TFCI). 
“Continuity of funding is really impor-
tant for programmes like these, so we’re 
really grateful to Walkers for sponsoring 
Brac kids for a seventh successive year. 
That’s quite some commitment,” com-
mented Susan Lindsay of the TFCI.

Walkers’ sponsorship has led to ten-
nis becoming part of introductory P.E. 
lessons in Cayman Brac’s two primary 
schools, plus the high school. A pro from 
Grand Cayman, Neil Fernandez of the 
Ritz-Carlton, visits the Brac regularly, 

with his coaching incorporated into the 
schools’ regular sports lessons. Cayman 
Brac high school sports teacher, Mr. 
Michael Hundt, is a big fan of the pro-
gramme: “There is no access to racquet 
sports on the island other than through 
this programme with Walkers; we’re 
really lucky, we value it,” he remarked. 
Added primary sports teacher Lavender 
Bryan: “I’ve learnt a lot of new skills, and 
so have the kids. We’ve seen a lot of pro-
gress.”

In June this year, to mix things up a lit-
tle, three of Grand Cayman’s top junior 
players -- Willow Wilkinson, Oskar Bju-
roe, and Zach Jackson -- joined Mr. Fer-
nandez on a trip to Cayman Brac to help 
coach at West End Primary School. “The 
moment the students came out of their 

classes, their eyes were �ixed on the 
three older players,” said Mr. Fernandez. 
The three played some high-level tennis 
on a mini court in a short demo match, 
before each taking a group of students 
and working on different strokes.

“Not only did the visit from Grand 
Cayman players spark a great deal of 
interest among the Brac students, but it 
also clearly inspired them. It made our 
students realise that they too could per-
haps play tennis to a high standard one 
day,” added Mr. Fernandez.

Thanks to Walkers’ support over the 
years, the TFCI has supplied Cayman 
Brac schools with portable tennis nets 
– slightly lower than a standard tennis 
net – plus shorter racquets and slow-
er-than-standard balls, which make the 

game really easy to pick up for juniors. 
Via Walkers’ funding, the island has also 
been given adult racquets so that the lo-
cal community can play for free on the 
high school tennis court.

The TFCI is one of numerous local 
charities and non-pro�it organisations 
supported by Walkers in 2019.

Walkers' partner, Dorothy Scott, add-
ed "We are delighted to continue our 
support of the TFCI's Sister Islands’ 
children’s tennis programme, which 
provides children in Cayman Brac with 
the opportunity to play tennis and learn 
more about the sport from an experi-
enced coach. It is great to see the kids 
enthusiastically learning different tech-
niques of play, while having fun and 
keeping active." 

Cayman Brac Tennis supported by Walkers
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Mahomes justi�ies his $200m value
Super Bowl 54 was immediately 

daubed as the Patrick Mahomes Super 
Bowl as he led the Kansas City Chiefs 
to a 31-20 comeback win over the San 
Francisco 49ers. Not only did Mahomes 
become one of the youngest quarter-
back winners of American football’s 
biggest game at 24 years 138 days, he’ll 
become the richest at that age. He will 
soon sign a contract extension worth 
$200 million. He was going to get it 
based on his regular season form, but 
now with MVP and a Super Bowl title 
already on his resume, that big raise 
looks like a bargain for the Chiefs ad-
ministration.

Mahomes produced a staggering 
fourth-quarter performance to guide 
the Chiefs to their �irst Super Bowl win 
in 50, coming from 10 points behind to 
stun the 49ers in Miami.

Mahomes had endured a dif�icult 
evening under the pounding pressure of 
the 49ers and looked set to miss out on 
the big prize.

But then, with his side 20-10 down 
heading into the fourth quarter, last 
year's MVP found two superb throws 

on third down to continue a season of 
comebacks as the Chiefs scored 21 un-
answered points in four minutes and 57 
seconds to take home the Vince Lombar-
di Trophy.

Damien Williams' second touchdown 
of the �inal quarter put the gloss on the 
score line as the Chiefs capped their 
wonderful late rally before celebrating a 
famous win in emotional scenes.

Mahomes said: “We never lost faith. 
We believed in each other and found a 
way to get it in the end. This team works 
really hard and we always �ight to the 
end.”

Mahomes has established himself as 
the best quarterback in the NFL in his 
�irst two seasons as a starter. He won 
the MVP in 2018 and only a knee injury 
slowed him down this season. Still, he 
led the Chiefs to the Super Bowl.

Since he has completed three seasons 
on his rookie contract, he is eligible for 
an extension. Technically, the Chiefs still 
control his rights for another two sea-
sons, but he has earned a new deal. He is 
scheduled to make only $2.7 million in 
2020 and the Chiefs can exercise a �ifth-

year option for 2021 that would pay him 
about $25 million.

Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson 
reset the bar for quarterbacks last year 
with a four-year, $140 million extension 
with a record-setting $35 million aver-
age annual value and $107 million in 
guaranteed money.

Mahomes will top those numbers. He 
became the �ifth-youngest quarterback 
to ever make a Super Bowl start, behind 
Dan Marino, Ben Roethlisberger, David 
Woodley, and Jared Goff.

Of those younger quarterbacks, 
Mahomes sees himself most often 
compared to Marino, who also pos-
sessed incredible arm strength and 
the ability to pull off a highlight-reel 

worthy play with the flick of an arm. 
Marino famously never won a Super 
Bowl during his storied career, not 
even making it to the game after his 
record-breaking rookie season which 
ended with a defeat to the San Fran-
cisco 49ers in Super Bowl XIX. Before 
Sunday’s game, Marino gave some ad-
vice to Mahomes.

“Take advantage of your opportu-
nities because you don’t know what 
the future holds,” said the hall-of-fame 
quarterback who spent 17 years with 
the Miami Dolphins. “I thought for sure 
that I would be in at least two or three 
more Super Bowls, especially when you 
are 23 years old the �irst time and you 
end up playing for a long time.” 

Pollard signs for 
English T20 stint

West Indies limit-
ed-overs captain Kieron 
Pollard has signed to 
play for the Northants 
Steelbacks for part of 
this summer’s T20 Blast 
in England.

The 32-year-old Trini-
dadian all-rounder, who 
played for Somerset 
in 2010 and 2011, has 
played 499 T20 matches 
during his career - more 
than any other player.

"I see this as a won-
derful opportunity to be 
back in England again," 
he said. Pollard has 
scored 9,966 T20 runs at an average 
30.85, with a strike rate of over 150 
runs per 100 balls.

Head coach David Ripley added: 
"I've spoken to many people about 
Kieron and the biggest factor you get 
from everyone is that he's a winner. 
He's got a fantastic record in winning 
T20 comps and is just an absolute 
competitor. He can bowl the big overs, 
�ield in key positions and whack it out 
of any cricket ground in the world."

Pollard is set to join the squad for 
eight matches, starting with a home 

�ixture against Durham on June 5, sub-
ject to approval from Windies Cricket.

He said: "Of course as captain of the 
West Indies team and defending cham-
pions I have one eye on the ICC T20 
World Cup later this year in Austral-
ia, but I can assure you my focus will 
be 100 percent on winning games for 
Northants when I arrive in June."

Northants won the T20 Blast trophy 
in 2013 and 2016, but last summer 
failed to progress beyond the group 
stage after only four victories in their 
14 games. 

Liverpool’s dominance even surprises Klopp
Liverpool are so far ahead in the Pre-

mier League race that it is now just a 
matter of when they will secure the title 
and not if.

Even their manager Jürgen Klopp said 
they are not in the mood to celebrate 
the impending arrival of the Premier 
League title at An�ield despite extending 
their lead to 22 points with a 4-0 victory 
over Southampton.

Liverpool equalled Manchester City’s 
record of 20 consecutive Premier 
League home wins and their emphatic 
lead at the summit represents the big-
gest advantage any team has enjoyed at 
this stage of a season.

Klopp’s team are also unbeaten in 42 
top-�light games, but he insists there 
is no feeling of invincibility within his 
squad and only continued hard work 
will land the club’s �irst league title for 
30 years.

“I promise you I don’t lie but we just 
don’t feel it,” the Liverpool manager said. 

“I am a very optimistic person but not 
before a football game. My main feeling 
before the game was concern. They had 
too many shots but what Ali [Alisson] is 
doing to make the saves look so simple 
I have no clue. The �inishes were good, 
but Ali is there.

“We are not perfect, not even close to 
being perfect, but we don’t care about 
being perfect. We just try and use our 
skills in the best possible way. The boys 
do that and that is why we have these 
kind of numbers. It just feels like the 
hardest work. Now the boys can go away 
and enjoy their break and come back re-
charged.”

On Liverpool’s phenomenal win-
ning run, he said: “I have never seen it 
before. But it is not that I feel stronger 
and stronger after each win. It is just 
one great celebration, sometimes more, 
sometimes less, then relief, settle and 
go again. It is our duty to win football 
games.” 

Khabib has $100m 
fi ghts on off er

UFC lightweight champion Khabib 
Nurmagomedov has been offered a 
whopping $100 million to �ight retired 
boxer Floyd Mayweather or a rematch 
with Conor McGregor in Saudi Arabia.

Mayweather, 43 this month, is one of 
the best boxers in history and took on 
McGregor in his last professional outing 
in August 2017. It was the UFC star's 
�irst ever competitive boxing bout, and 
Money beat him by TKO in the 10th 
round.

Ali Abdelaziz, Nurmagomedov’s man-
ager, said: "I know some people in Sau-
di Arabia right now. They met with me. 
They want to pay $100 million to �ight 
Conor in Saudi Arabia. They want to pay 
$100 million for Khabib to �ight Floyd in 
Saudi Arabia."

Abdelaziz also said he thinks that af-
ter a showdown with Tony Ferguson, 
Nurmagomedov's next opponent was 
more likely to be Mayweather than 
McGregor.

McGregor made his return to compet-
itive action last month with an impres-
sive win over Donald Cerrone in just 40 
seconds, showing no signs of rustiness 
after being out of action since his loss to 
Nurmagomedov in October 2018.

That bout concluded with a brawl in-
side the Octagon between both �ighters 

and their respective camps, so it's un-
derstandable Abdelaziz is reluctant for 
a rematch.

He feels McGregor will have to start 
beating some better opponents to be 
considered for a rematch. Abdelaziz �in-
ished by aiming a barb at the Irishman, 
saying, "Hey, bitch, go �ight Justin Gaeth-
je, get a win, and after that, come back 
for a title shot."

In the aftermath of McGregor's win 
over Cerrone, Mayweather teased a po-
tential return to action on Instagram. He 
shared a mocked-up poster of himself 
and the Irishman, suggesting a rematch 
could happen this year. 

  Liverpool’s will finally win the league after 30 years

  Patrick Mahomes has a glorious career lined up

  Damien Williams sealed the win for the Chiefs

  Khabib Nurmagomedov relishes a re-
match with McGregor

  Kieron Pollard has played in 499 T20 matches
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Mastercard Launches Smart Islands Programme 
to Help Caribbean Countries Go Cashless

Technology giant Mastercard has 
launched a Smart Islands programme 
in the Caribbean to help countries in 
the region go cashless and reap signif-
icant gains, particularly in the tourism 
industry.

And according to Director of Market 
Development for Mastercard Caribbe-
an Jimena Elia, the programme – which 
is to begin in The Bahamas – can help 
expand the tourism industry’s earning 
potential.

Tourism accounts for nearly 15 per 
cent of the Caribbean’s GDP; and over 50 
per cent on many islands. The region at-
tracts 57 million visitors each year and 
directly and indirectly provides more 
than 2.3 million jobs, according to stud-
ies from the World Bank and the World 
Travel and Tourism Council.

And Mastercard says the data and 
tourism insights that the Smart Islands 
programme provides can help govern-
ments and Destination Marketing Or-
ganizations (DMOs) de�ine a country’s 

ideal tourist, enabling more ef�icient 
marketing investments with higher re-
turn on investment.

It said that while tourism growth has 
been steady and signi�icant over the last 
ten years, with micro and small enter-
prises throughout the area playing a 
critical role in the economic ecosystem, 
only a tiny portion of companies in the 
region accept electronic payments.

“Today, out of the total of 1.4 million 
merchants in the region, only 10 per 
cent of those are accepting electronic 
payments. Independent research shows 
that foreign tourists are more likely to 
spend money where making payments 
is convenient and secure. To leverage 
the full potential of tourism for inclusive 
growth, international visitors need to be 
stimulated to venture beyond the few 
centres where they congregate, trave-
ling far and wide across the country,” 
Mastercard said in a statement.

“Opening card acceptance among 
MSEs expands tourist dollar reach be-

yond the traditional tourist centres, 
democratizing the industry, foster-
ing �inancial inclusion, and spreading 
wealth.”

In times of disaster, Mastercard add-
ed, the Smart Islands programme is also 
very useful.

Noting that natural disasters like 
those often experienced in the Carib-
bean severely cripple economies, often 
hitting the ever-important tourism in-
dustry and MSEs the hardest due to an 
inability to quickly recover, it said digital 
ecosystems facilitate seamless, fast, and 
transparent disbursements of funds in 
times of crisis.

“The Smart Islands programme can 
help governments implement Smart IDs 
with payment functionality to stream-
line government disbursements and 
help to facilitate immediate aid assis-
tance when necessary, even in the most 
adverse conditions,” it said.

“Smart IDs with payment functional-
ity included (Driver License, Fiscal ID, 

National ID) can also be used as an in-
strument to �inancially include the un-
banked population.”

Mastercard’s Caribbean Division Pres-
ident Marcelo Tangioni said the technol-
ogy company is steadfast in its goal of 
expanding its footprint throughout the 
Caribbean, and advances in technology 
like the Smart Islands programme can 
help to strengthen economies, foster 
stronger relationships with MSEs, and 
increase �inancial inclusion.

“The Caribbean has strong digital mo-
mentum, and that momentum is the key 
to future digital evolution,” he said. 

CARICOM Countries Taking Preventative 
Measures Against New Coronavirus

With more countries reporting cases 
since the new coronavirus outbreak be-
gan in China a few weeks ago, Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) member states 
have begun to take steps to ensure the 
impact is minimized in the region. Sur-
veillance teams have been established 
and other preventive measures have 
been put in place.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) reported that 2019 novel Coro-
navirus (2019-nCoV) was identi�ied by 
Chinese authorities in Wuhan, Hubei 
Province. The virus has since spread to 
15 other countries.

The Caribbean Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) said in a press release this 
week that it had activated its incident 
management team and was coordinat-
ing the regional health response to the 
outbreak in light of the increased num-
ber of con�irmed cases of infections in 
China and internationally.

“CARPHA is monitoring the interna-
tional situation as it evolves. We con-
tinue to work closely with Caribbean 
Member States (CMS), and Caribbean 
coordinating partners and mechanisms 
to respond to the threat and to prepare 
CMS to prevent further transmission 
from exported case if they were to hap-
pen in countries,” said CARPHA Execu-
tive Director Dr Joy St John.

She recommended that member 
states be proactive and vigilant. She 
added that they must reinforce surveil-
lance measures at points of entry, com-
munication strategies which emphasize 
good hand hygiene, and measures tar-
geted at reducing the importation of this 
new virus to our shores.

And CARICOM member states have 
heeded her advice.

Barbados already had a number of 
protocols in place which had been de-
veloped out of its experience with oth-
er potential public health threats, such 
as Ebola and SARS, Health Minister Lt. 
Col. Jeffrey Bostic said. He added that 
the Ministry would do all in its power 
to remain on top of the current situa-
tion.

And Acting Chief Medical Of�icer Dr 
Kenneth George urged persons travelling 
from Barbados to the affected regions 
to protect themselves by practising fre-
quent hand washing and avoiding close 
contact with persons suffering from 
acute respiratory infections. Those who 
have recently travelled and returned 
home with symptoms have been advised 
to seek immediate medical attention.

Dr George added that arriving passen-
gers from these regions will be screened 
by of�icers at the ports of entry. Those 
without symptoms will be required to 
leave their contact information so that 
they can be followed up within 14 days, 
while those with symptoms will be di-
rected to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
for further management.

Belize has activated its National Sur-
veillance Team and of�icials said the 
Ministry of Health will remain vigilant to 
the developments and update the public 
as new information becomes available. 
In the interim, the ministry is advising 
the population to continue practicing 
proper handwashing techniques – wash 
hands with soap and clean running wa-
ter before and after eating, when using 
the bathroom and before preparing 
food.

“Proper respiratory hygiene such as 
proper handwashing practice and also 
proper cough and sneeze etiquette re-
mains the hallmark in addressing all 
other respiratory infections,” Director of 
Health Services, Dr Marvin Manzanero, 
emphasized.

Over in Dominica, the Ministry of 
Health, Wellness and New Health In-
vestment said it has been monitoring all 
alerts and other communications in re-
lation to the new strain of coronavirus.

“We have been in close communica-
tion with our regional and international 
partners, and also engaged key nation-
al stakeholders in health (surveillance 
team) and other sectors in discussions 
on key elements of activation of Nation-
al Response Plan,” it said.

The Ministry is also advising the pub-
lic to exercise the usual precautionary 

measures for prevention of the �lu vi-
rus, as it is still �lu season. These include 
proper hand washing, use of protected 
personal equipment (PPE), and exercis-
ing proper respiratory etiquette.

The Ministry of Public Health in Guy-
ana said it was preparing counter-meas-
ures to prevent the outbreak of the virus 
in the country.

According to Deputy Chief Medical 
Of�icer (DCMO) Dr Karen Gordon-Boyle, 
the country’s Port Health of�icials have 
been alerted and sensitized how to spot 
signs and symptoms of the virus.

She said that a screening tool – a 
questionnaire used to gather detailed 
information on the onset and natural 
course of illnesses of persons suspected 
of having coronavirus – had been devel-
oped. The DCMO also said that training 
programmes targeting key staff includ-
ing Port Health of�icers, Immigration of-
�icers and Customs of�icers will be con-
ducted by the Ministry of Public Health 
(MOPH) in collaboration with PAHO/
WHO.

Dr Gordon-Boyle has advised persons 
experiencing fever or �lu-like symptoms 
to visit the country’s main hospital or 
the nearest regional hospital.

St Kitts and Nevis is stepping up sur-
veillance at ports of entry.

“It must be noted that all incoming 
air travellers to the Federation must 
complete question number 17 of the 
‘Welcome to St. Kitts and Nevis’ Immi-
gration/Customs Form. This question 
requires a listing of all countries travel-
lers may have visited in the past six (6) 
months. Incoming travellers from the 
Mainland China will be asked to provide 
travel history, history of exposure to vi-
rus, and contact information,” the Minis-
try of Health said.

It also encouraged residents to prac-
tise good personal hygiene good per-
sonal hygiene to prevent the common 
cold/�lu such as: hand-washing; cover-
ing the nose and mouth with tissue or 
�lexed elbow when coughing and sneez-
ing; avoiding close contact to anyone 
with cold or �lu symptoms; and remain-

ing at home from school if one has a cold 
or �lu.

Trinidad and Tobago has also activat-
ed emergency protocols to safeguard 
the populace from the virus. Minister of 
Health Terrence Deyalsingh visited the 
Piarco International Airport where he 
got a �irst-hand look at Thermal Screen-
ing Equipment that reads body tem-
perature and will alert operators when 
someone with an above average or fe-
verish temperature has been screened. 
Screening equipment is also in place at 
other major ports of entry.

The Bahamas is also monitoring the 
situation in China, particularly as it re-
lates to students who are studying in 
Wuhan, the epicentre of the outbreak.

“The students in Wuhan are safe, and 
they have been advised to comply with 
all safety and security advisories issued 
by the Government of China. The Min-
istry will continue to monitor the situ-
ation closely and update the public as 
needed,” according to an of�icial state-
ment issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

Meantime, Jamaica’s Minister of 
Health Dr Christopher Tufton held a 
press conference yesterday afternoon 
to advise on the virus. He said that the 
country was enhancing its surveillance 
and assessing those persons who have 
entered Jamaica from China. A travel ad-
visory will also be issued asking persons 
who were planning to travel to Jamaica 
from China, to postpone those travel ar-
rangements, he said. 

  Airports around the world are screening 
passengers and Caribbean countries are 
also taking precautionary measures

Coronavirus – What You Need To Know
On December 31, 2019, 

the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) was alerted to 
several cases of pneumonia 
in Wuhan City, Hubei Prov-
ince of China. The virus did 
not match any other known 
virus. This raised concern 
because when a virus is new, 
it’s not known how it affects 
people.

One week later, on January 
7, Chinese authorities con-
�irmed that they had identi-
�ied a new virus. The new virus is a coro-
navirus, which is a family of viruses that 
include the common cold, and viruses 
such as SARS and MERS. This new virus 
was temporarily named “2019-nCoV.”

WHO has been working with Chinese 
authorities and global experts to learn 
more about the virus, how it affects the 
people who are sick with it, how they 
can be treated, and what countries can 
do to respond.

Here is the advice it has offered indi-
viduals some advice on how to protect 
themselves and those around them from 
getting the disease. 
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with
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Upbeat
Update
Upend
Upfront
Upgrade
Upheaval
Uphill

Uphold
Upkeep
Uplift
Upper
Upright
Uproar
Uproot

Upset
Upstart
Uptown
Upturn
Upwind

C�������� T����Wednesday, February 5, 2020 | Issue No 492PAGE B4
PUZZLES | COMICS



Sunday Morning
Newspaper & Coffee
Sunday Morning
Newspaper & Coffee

Pick up your complimentary Monday 
Newspaper with your Sunday Morning Coffee

AVAILABLE SUNDAY MORNING AT GAS 
STATIONS AROUND THE ISLAND.

For more information and to advertise
Contact 9162000 or email info@caymaniantimes.ky

Caymanian

•Regional News
•Announcement of 
Prize Winner

•Gas Prices
•Community Voice

•Cruise Port 
Feedback

•Government News
•Comics & Puzzles
•Then & Now

And more

BOAT FOR SALE
One (1) 48 FT Hatteras Sport Fisherman
(ready to go fishing with rods & reels, etc.)

Well maintained with some 
outstanding features:
• Having two (2) Redicci 

propellers and two(2) spare 
Michigan propellers.

• Pulpit and Tuna Tower, dive 
platform and out riggers etc.

• 250X North star GPS
• Starboard engine rebuilt with 

about 75 hours running and 
port engine (left) refitted with 
new blowers and coolers.

• 15HP ONAN reconditioned 
generator.

• New macerator pumps 
installed.

• Air conditioners rebuilt.
• New 8 man life raft.

For further details please 
contact the owner at 

345-526-1039 
345-526-1030 
345-949-7104
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We are “LIVE”
Win $100 each week
Subscribe for News Alerts
Ctimes.ky
Winner announced Wednesday in Newspaper
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