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The Cayman Islands government says 
it’s awaiting con�irmation from the Eu-
ropean Union following international 
media reports that the territory has 
been placed on the European Union’s 
(EU) tax blacklist.

Reputable international media out-
lets reported on Wednesday that the 
Cayman Islands had become the �irst 
UK territory to be blacklisted by the EU 
for failing to address concerns about tax 
abuse.

It is said that the government here 
had not put adequate legislation in place 
to prevent companies from claiming tax 

... Continued story on page A7

Artistic Director of the Cayman 
National Cultural Foundation, Hen-
ry Muttoo announced the recipients 
of the 2020 National Arts & Culture 
Awards. There are gold, silver and 
bronze awards in each category, and 
they re�lect the contribution that Cay-
man people have made, sometimes 
over many years, to the cultural and 
artistic life of the Cayman Islands. The 
awards will be formally presented on 
February 20. Awards are also present-
ed for Volunteer of the Year, Sponsor 
of the Year, and the Chairman’s Award 
for outstanding long-term support of 
CNCF’s work. 

Every year a call goes out for nom-
inations, not only from other culture, 
art and heritage organisations, but to 
the general public for artists and those 
who are dedicated in preserving and in-

 Recipients of the 2020 Naional Arts & Culture Awards, pictured with CNCF Artistic Direc-
tor Henry Muttoo and Minister of Culture Hon. Dwayne Seymour and Melanie McField, 
Chief Cultural Officer, Festivals and Carnivals. Left to Right: Wray Banker; Ilean Powery, 
Henry Muttoo, Melanie McField, Hon. Dwayne Seymour, Isaac Jeralow Rankine, Debra 
Barnes-Tabora, Raj Ramasubbu, and George Jones ... Continued story on page A4
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RCIPS Announces Twice 
Weekly East End & North 
Side Community Clinics

The RCIPS would like to inform the East 
End and North Side communities that, 
beginning Thursday, 13 February, there 
will be Community Clinics being held at 
the North Side Police Station and the East 
End Police Station between 6:00PM and 
9:00PM, every Tuesday and Thursday.

The Community Police Of�icers and 
Community Safety Of�icers for the dis-
tricts will be in attendance. In addition, 
the Area Commander for the Eastern 
Districts, Inspector Fernando Soto, will also be in attendance at select meetings and 
the community will be advised in advance of these times.

Please check the RCIPS website and mobile app frequently to �ind out more about 
these community clinics, and the dates that senior of�icers will be in attendance. 

Man Charged with Stalking
A man, age 35 of West Bay, has been 

charged with two counts of Stalking in re-
lation to a series of incidents. He appeared 

in court on Wednesday, 12 February, and 
was granted court bail with conditions in 
advance of his next appearance. 

RCIPS FCIU Warns of Scam Email
The RCIPS is informing the pub-

lic of a fraudulent email being sent 
to members of the public purport-
ing to be from the RCIPS Financial 
Crime Unit. The email suggests 
that a complaint has been �iled 
against the recipient and contains 
a link (described as an “attach-
ment”) to the case �ile for the re-
cipient to review urgently.

In reality, the link in the email 
is a phishing attempt and members of 
the public are warned NOT to click on 
any such links. If any similar email is 
received it should be forwarded to the 
RCIPS Financial Crime Investigation 
Unit at RCIPS.FCU@rcips.ky.

An example of the email is below.
Members of the public are also re-

minded that domain names on email ad-
dresses can be spoofed. This means that 
even if an email appears to be sent from 
an address ending in “@rcips.ky” this 
does not necessarily mean that it actu-
ally comes from the RCIPS.

Generally, when contacting members 
of the public via email, RCIPS staff will 
sign their name and position at the bot-
tom of the email. The RCIPS also does 
not distribute case �iles via email.

Other potential indications that an 
email is fraudulent (all present in this 
email) include:

1. Being addressed by an email ad-
dress and not by name.

2. Frequent typos and grammar mis-
takes.

3. An oddly formatted signature.
If you have any suspicions about any 

correspondence purporting to be from 
the RCIPS, please contact the relevant 
RCIPS department for con�irmation. A 
list of phone numbers for the various 
RCIPS departments can be found on our 
website at www.rcips.ky, towards the 
bottom of the page.

The RCIPS Financial Crime Investi-
gation Unit can be contacted by phone 
at 949-8797. 
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Tuesday, 18 February
12:00 AM National Heroes Day Celebration
3:40 AM News Update
4:00 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
4:20 AM Rosa Harris In Davos
4:30 AM Her Story is Our History for Cinegy
5:00 AM Dementia & Alzheimer's Disease talk 27 May 201
6:00 AM News Update
6:20 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
6:40 AM Rosa Harris In Davos
6:50 AM Her Story is Our History for Cinegy
7:40 AM News Update
8:00 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
8:20 AM Rosa Harris In Davos
8:30 AM Her Story is Our History for Cinegy
9:00 AM Dementia & Alzheimer's Disease talk 27 May 201
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

- Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

- One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

- One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications.

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan
  Cellular:    345 326-9953
  Address: Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
  (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics)
  Email: seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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It was a night courtly, behavior, and 
re�ined, gentlemanly manners: The 
Boyz 2 Men Night of Fine Dining, and it 
began by each of the young gentleman 
from the Boyz 2 Men programme, most-
ly aged between 15 and 16, who escort-
ed their mothers along the red carpet 
leading to one of the dining rooms of 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. The Night of 
Fine Dining is one of the highlights of 
the programme, started by John Gray 
School Counsellor Christopher Murray, 
and it was a chance for them to put into 
practice all that they have learned. The 

Ritz Carlton Hotel is a good choice for 
the occasion, because hotel staff have 
volunteered their time to teach the 
young gentlemen the very best in high-
class etiquette, during a day trip to the 
hotel.

This year there was the biggest intake, 
with around 40 Joh Gray students join-
ing. The programme meets once a week, 
and Mr. Murray invites guest speakers 
to tell the students all about how to 
not only be successful, but to become 
kind and thoughtful young gentlemen 
who respect themselves, and respect 

one another. Many 
want to join because 
they see a posi-
tive change in their 
friends who have 
joined. Teachers and 
parents see the dif-
ference, too.

Raekwon 15 said, 
“I wanted to join be-
cause it will help me 
from turning from a 
boy to a man. I was 
looking for the op-
portunity to do com-
munity service and 
work it has given me 
more self-esteem, 
he said. Roukeim 
Pitterson, 16 said, 
“It’s helped me a lot 
in achieving certain 
things and setting 
certain standards 
for example, in help-
ing others and in 
changing my way of 
life, making me nic-
er, and helping out 
more people.”

John Gray High 
School Principal, 
Jonathan Clark said: 
“Let’s have a round 
of applause for Mr. 

Murray. He’s put so much into this pro-
gramme. He’s been a rock in school for 

you boys in good times and times when 
you’ve not known that you’ve need-
ed him, and he pops up and he’s been 
there for me as well, so thank you very 
much. I also need to forgive myself, be-
cause, boys, I am not going to call you 
boys anymore, I think I am going to call 
you gentlemen agreed? Because they 
look like gentlemen, they behave like 
gentlemen.

“For me the biggest thing about the 
programme is that us as gentlemen 
develop an understanding of what 
strength is. Strength isn’t about being a 
bully at school or being someone who 
is bigger than everybody else. Strength 
is about strength of character, strength 
of faith, loyalty; and there is no greater 
loyalty than that which you can show to 
your mothers.”

During the evening there was a video 
of a man who explained that, when his 
mother suffered a sudden heart attack 
and he had to say goodbye to her as she 
lay dying in hospital, he realized that he 
had never told his mother how much he 
loved her before. Mr. Murray then invit-
ed each of the young gentlemen in turn 
to stand up, present a red rose to their 
mother, and tell her why he loved her 
and why she was so special to her. The 
evening ended with each of the young 
gentlemen dancing with his mother, as 
beautiful music played. The evening was 
sponsored by E.Y. Cayman Ltd. 

Boyz 2 Men: Knights of �ine dining
 A red rose says “I love you for being there for me.”  Dining, and dancing

 A procession of young gentlemen escorted their mothers to the dining-room

 Red roses for very special ladies

 Christopher Murray
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terpreting Cayman’s culture, to present 
nominations to the CNCF’s Awards Com-
mittee, Mr. Muttoo said. 

This year, Debra Barnes-Tabora, was 
among the Gold Heritage Cross Award 
recipients. Her passion for Cayman’s 
history started when she was still at 
high school. She joined the Cayman Is-
lands National Museum in 1989 and has 
dedicated her life to the collection, pres-
ervation, interpretation and exhibition 
of Cayman’s cultural heritage. As the 
National Museum’s Curation and Collec-
tions Manager, she is proud to say she 
holds the “Best job in the world,” col-
lecting, caring for and handling precious 
objects from Cayman’s past, Mr. Muttoo 
said. 

Isaac Jeralow Rankine another re-
cipient of the Gold Heritage Cross 
Award. “Mr. Rankine is recognized as 
a culture ambassador of the Cayman 

Islands, for his work in the net-making 
tradition, a discipline he learned by 
watching his father and by watching 
his elders,” Mr. Muttoo said. A retired 
seaman, respected musician and tradi-
tional net maker, Mr. Rankine is among 
the few remaining net makers in the 
Cayman Islands. 

Gold Heritage Cross Award recipient 
Anne Walton, from Booby Point, Spot 
Bay, Cayman Brac has excelled in the 
preservation and promotion of Cayma-
nian heritage and traditions, and has 
signi�icantly contributed to the shap-
ing of cultural identity of the Cayman 
Islands, particularly Cayman Brac, Mr. 
Muttoo said. 

Gold Star for Creativity Awardee Wray 
Banker has been drawing inspiration 
from Caymanian Culture for the last 
20 years. Often thought of as a paint-
er, he also does �ine crafts, industrial 
and graphic design, photography and 
hand-printing techniques of lithograph. 

He’s a founding member of the local art-
ists’ cooperative Native Sons, launched 
in 1996

Gold Star for Creativity Awardee Con-
roy Ebanks was born in Cayman Brac. 
After serving in the US Army he attend-
ed the Miami Dade Community College, 
majoring in printing, photography, and 
drawing. 

Silver Star for Creativity Awardee, 
Barbadian George Jones, is a founding 
member and keyboard player for one of 
the Caribbean’s top soca bands, Square 
One. Since migrating to the Cayman Is-
lands Mr. Jones has performed with sev-
eral local groups and in 2012 formed a 
new band, CAY-NRG. 

The Chairman’s Award is given for 
outstanding long-term support of 
the work of the CNCF, and this year is 
awarded to Sandra Watler, while Ilean 
Powery, Hazel Brown, and Raj Ramasu-
bbu are recipients of Outstanding Vol-
unteer Awards. 

National Arts and Culture Awards announced
... Continued story from page A1

 Henry Muttoo, Artistic Director of Cay-
man National Cultural Foundation

The number one listing agent on the Cayman Is-
lands Stock Exchange (CSX) continues to hold its 
crown.

The law �irm Maples and Calder advised a hefty 
47 % of all CSX’s listings in 2019, con�irming again 
its top status as industry leader for the Maples 
Group---a global resource for comprehensive legal 
services and independent provider of a wide spec-
trum of �iduciary and management services.

Scott Macdonald is the head of �inance leading the 
local listing agent team.

“We advised on a number of new and novel struc-
tures over the past twelve months and these statis-
tics further cement our position as the leading list-
ing agent in the Cayman Islands,” said Macdonald.

The group’s global listings leaders includes stand-
out stellar specialists based out of Dublin, Cayman 
Islands, Hong Kong, Jersey, and London of�ices.

The Cayman Islands team advised on the �irst 
dual listing with a Cayman Islands CLO issuer and 
a Delaware co-issuer listing three classes of notes 
on the CSX and three classes of notes on Euronext 
Dublin. They also listed 62% of all BSL / MMO CLOs 
listed on the CSX in 2019.

“The Maples Group’s unique ability to offer CSX 
listing services from multiple international loca-
tions offers clients a broad range of options suita-
ble to their businesses in time zones convenient to 
them,” said Macdonald.

“This achievement would not have been possible 
if it were not for the talented and committed law-
yers and professionals on our global listings team 
and we look forward to another strong year in 
2020.”

There were 605 listings on the CSX in 2019 with 
the listing of specialist debt securities remaining 
the largest proportion of new listings, including 
CLO issuers, aircraft ABS and synthetic securitisa-
tions with the listing of PPNs remaining strong. A 
total of 54 CLO issuers listed on the CSX, comprising 
BSL / MM new issuances, re�inancing and resets.

"This growth in new business re�lects the CSX's 
ability to provide a proportionate regulatory en-
vironment for the streamlined and cost-ef�icient 
listing of a wide range of securities for a variety of 
issuers and jurisdictions," Maples Group said in the 
statement re�lecting its con�idence in the Cayman 
Islands stock exchange. 

Maples Group maintains number 
one listing agent status on CSX

 Scott Macdonald, Maples and Calder Head of Finance for Cay-
man Islands Team (Photo Courtesy Maples Group)
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Batabano and Caymas Carnivals are 
of�icially coming together to host one 
Caymanian Carnival, after there was 
some ambiguity around whether the 
two would ever have done so.

The Ministry of Culture, along with or-
ganizers from both entities, announced 
on 13th February that they have collec-
tively decided to move forward with a 
‘Carnival Week’ that will allow the var-
ious groups to host separate road pa-
rades and represent the best of Cayma-
nian Carnival.

The plan moving forward will include 
a uni�ied Cayman Carnival that will run 
between 9th to18th May, 2020.

The dates will consist of an opening 
parade on 9th May; produced by the 
Batabano Committee, followed by a Brac 
parade on 16th May, which will be pro-
duced by the Bracannal Committee.

The closing parade is set to take place 
on 18th May and will be produced by 
CayMAS.

Parade routes and road closures will 
be announced publicly in due course, ac-
cording Ministry of�icials.

An of�icial carnival calendar, listing 
the events each group will host will be 
published and available for members of 
the public. These may be obtained from 
Cayman National Cultural Foundation 
(CNCF).

Cayman Islands Government Minister 
of Culture Dwayne Seymour alluded to 
the well publicized differences that pre-
viously existed between the groups in 
his comments and articulated his relief 
at �inding an amicable solution “…..This 
was not an easy task and required many 
proposals and counter-proposals with 
stakeholders and vested parties; for 
which I am truly grateful.”

Mr. Seymour said at his request, the 
CNCF played a more active role in han-
dling negotiations with all the groups.

“CNCF formed a carnival steering 
committee, consisting of representa-
tives from each camp to ensure we were 
satis�ied that an agreement with all par-
ties could be reached,” he remarked.

“Today I am happy with those results,” 
declared the Minister.

Brent McLean, Chairman of Caymas 
noted, “All the stakeholders have a vest-
ed interest in ensuring that Cayman’s 
carnival experience and its events at-
tract the widest possible support from 
visitors and locals and continues to 
grow our Islands’ Carnival Tourism 
product.

“I believe that these changes to the 
schedule have the potential to position 
Cayman as an attractive carnival desti-
nation within the region.”

Ms Ventisha Conolly of the Braccanal 
Committee also remarked on the devel-
opments.

“We are pleased with all the efforts 
that have helped bring us to a conclu-
sion that facilitates residents and tour-
ists being able to participate in both 
events and we look forward to a great 

turn-out on the Brac.”
“The Ministry and the Na-

tional Cultural Foundation will 
continue to listen to stake-
holders on an annual basis and 
make adjustments as necessary 
and thank all parties for their 
submissions, communications 
and the healthy discussions 
that have led to this decision,” 
noted a CNCF Senior Of�icial.

Minister Seymour concluded 
his remarks, stating:

“We all encourage the com-
munity to try to make these 
dates work and a success for 
the Cayman Islands. I am excit-
ed to say that the time to go fete 
is almost upon us. The public 
and visitors to our shores can 

expect the same energy, excitement and 
cultural immersion they have come to 
love.

“The line-up of festivities will con-
tinue to include all of our favorite high-
lights: musical contests, concerts by 
highly-sought after artists, local art and 
food and vibrant parades that come to-

gether in our soca-fueled celebration of 
life, culture and camaraderie.”

The dates �inally chosen for Cayman’s 
revamped Carnival Season were the result 
of careful analysis of regional activities 
during the year. Several other dates being 
canvased were deemed to not be adequate 
to render the most optimal results. 

Ministry of Culture Announces 
‘Carnival Week’

 Batabano and Cayman have combined to make ‘Carnival Week’

 The best of Cayman’s Carnival will be represented at the new “Carnival Week’

 ‘Carnival Week’ is scheduled between 9th and 18th of May

 Cayman Islands Government Minister of Culture 
Dwayne Seymour was instrumental in brining all the 
parties together to combine Batabano and Caymas 
into the new Carnival Week set for May 2020
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The volleyball courts at First Bap-
tist Gym were overcrowded this past 
Sunday, as nearly 50 people attended 
CIVFs "Know the Game" session head-
ed by International Volleyball Referee, 
Fareed Hosein. Many of the volleyball 
clubs were present for the session 
with members representing First Bap-
tist Volleyball Club, Knights Volleyball 
Club, and the Philippine Volleyball 
Club. With the PVC League quickly 
approaching, the Philippine Volley-
ball Club was there in full force in at-
tempt to broaden their referee list. The 

Youth Development Program was well 
represented, with many of the young 
athletes present with the aim of de-
veloping their knowledge and under-
standing of the game.

“Both in playing and of�iciating capac-
ities, there is a de�inite need for these 
sessions considering the many tourna-
ments and leagues currently held on 
island” explained Hosein. The evening 
was well received by both the organizers 
and the attendees. Hosein was delighted 
with the turnout as he noted “The great 
attendance signi�ies the growth of the 
sport in the Cayman Islands.” Techni-
cal Director, Javid Ali, plans to build off 
the success of this �irst event by hosting 
CIVFs next session, "Know the Game...
Beach Edition.” This second session 
will happen in the near future at Public 
Beach, so stay tuned for further details. 
This will be the �irst of many sessions to 
come, as CIVF President, Kennedy Mc-
Gowan, added “CIVF will be putting on 
a series of clinics in 2020 to facilitate 
development of indoor and beach vol-
leyball players, coaches, and referees 
with the aim of raising the pro�ile of the 
game.” 

CIVF Raises the Profi le of Volleyball
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advantages without having an adequate business pres-
ence in the territory.

While the decision is said to have been taken on 
Wednesday, the Cayman Islands government says it is 
still awaiting formal noti�ication.

In a statement issued shortly after the news broke, 
the government said the EU Ministers of Finance will 
make the �inal decision at a meeting to be held on 18th 
February, “and as such we have yet to receive con�ir-
mation of an EU decision.”

In defending its policies, the Cayman Islands gov-
ernment argues that it believes it has “introduced the 
appropriate legislative changes to enhance our regula-
tory framework, in line with the EU’s requests.”

“Over the past two years the Cayman Islands Govern-
ment has adopted a number of fundamental legislative 
changes to enhance tax transparency and cooperation with 
the EU, fully delivering on our commitment to strengthen 
our regulatory regime and addressing the concerns re�lect-
ed in the EU Council conclusions of 12 March 2019.”

The statement also points out that “the Cayman Is-
lands Government has offered to make itself available 

for further dialogue or clari�ication with the Commis-
sion and the EU Ministers of Finance.”

But EU of�icials insist that the Cayman Islands hasn’t 
done enough to meet EU requirements.

The decision to place the Cayman Islands on the 
black list comes less than a fortnight after the UK has 
left membership of the EU.

With trade talks about to start between them, the 
thorny issue of tax standards is already being red-
�lagged as a sore point, and the �inancial sectors of the 
UK’s Overseas Territories is expected to inevitably be a 
factor in the negotiations. 

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
ON EU TAX BLACKLIST

... Continued story from page A1

By Michael Jarvis, 
UK Correspondent

Efforts are being stepped up in some 
segments of the United Kingdom’s polit-
ical establishment to give the Overseas 
Territories(OTs) a direct voice in the 
British parliament.

Proposed legislation to this effect 
could be tabled shortly.

Anthony Webber, former member of 
the parliament of the UK Crown Depend-
ency Guernsey, has reported that he 
is working on a set of proposals which 
would involve the creation of nine Par-
liamentary constituencies for the OTs.

No further details were disclosed.
Mr Webber, a member of the Friends 

of the British Overseas Territories (FOT-
BOT), told the UK's Express newspaper: 
“The UK is the only country in the world 
which does not provide parliamentary 
representation for its dependent terri-
tories."

He said it was a "dereliction of duty" 
on the part of the UK parliament for 
failing to address the situation up until 
now.

The idea now seems to be gaining 
some traction amongst some other MPs, 
including Conservative MP Andrew Ros-
indell, who has long championed issues 
on behalf of the OTs, and his colleague 
John Penrose.

As recently reported by Caymanian 
Times, Mr Penrose himself has said 
that the OTs “should be at least be of-
fered the chance to have an equivalent 
kind of devolution settlement that has 
already been agreed and negotiated 
with Scotland, with Wales and North-
ern Ireland."

He envisages that the OTs would then 
become “equal elements” of the UK with 

the “same status” as Scotland, England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, sending 
MPs to the Westminster parliament, 
constitutionally stable, properly inte-
grated, modern status for these over-
seas territories.

Mr Penrose had said that such a move 
would show that the UK is “committed 
to being a global nation post-Brexit”, and 
he rejects any suggestion that the move 
would be a return to Britain’s imperial-
ist past.

Mr Rosindell, who chaired the All-Par-
ty Parliamentary Group on the British 
Overseas Territories in the last parlia-
ment, has been pressing for Gibraltar 
to be granted a UK parliamentary seat 

as a priority in the wake of Brexit - the 
UK's departure from the European Un-
ion(EU) which took effect at the end of 
January.

Critical to this is the UK’s longstand-
ing border dispute with Spain over Gi-
braltar.

With the UK and EU about to com-
mence trade talks, the Gibraltar issue 
could prove thorny with Spain already 
suggesting that the territory should be 
excluded from any eventual trade deal.

Gibraltar also had direct representa-
tion in the EU parliament, shared with 
another UK constituency.

This renewed push for the OTs to be 
assigned seats in the British parliament 

is yet to get of�icial reaction from the 
other OTs.

In a report titled ‘Global Britain and 
the British Overseas Territories: Reset-
ting the relationship’ published last year 
following an inquiry, touched on the 
subject.

The inquiry conducted by the UK par-
liament’s Foreign Affairs Committee(-
FAC) had noted that “the elected lead-
ers and representatives of the OTs that 
appeared before us had mixed views on 
sending MPs to Parliament.”

With the dramatic political shift which 
has taken in the UK in due Brexit and its 
implications for the OTs, it’s left to be 
seen how this issue plays out. 

PUSHING FOR OTs IN UK PARLIAMENT
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St Vincent’s Largest Ever Tourism Project – a 
Five-Star Luxury Resort – Breaks Ground

St Vincent and The Grenadines is em-
barking on its most ambitious tourism 
project to date – the Royal Mill Hotel 
Luxury Resort and Residences which is 
set to be a premier 5-Star private com-
munity and contender among luxury re-
sorts in the region.

The single largest private sector tour-
ism investment in the country is being 
undertaken by A&A Capital.

And Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gon-
salves expects it to have huge spin-off 
potential.

“Upwards of 400 families island-wide 
are expected to bene�it directly or indi-
rectly from the hotel. I anticipate a ma-
jor shift in our tourism economies and 
wealth creation through direct employ-
ment, taxes and National Insurance con-
tributions,” he said.

“Though St Vincent and the Gren-
adines entered the mass tourism market 
late, it is evident through other hotels on 
the island that our country’s product is 
of excellent stature. Overall, I expect the 
Royal Mill to be an immense contribu-
tion to the people of St Vincent and the 
Grenadines.”

Currently, the staff base at the con-
struction site is about 70 workers, and 
that is expected to increase considerably 
to more than 200 in the coming months. 
The local job creation from the project 
ranges from site engineers to foremen, 
masons, carpenters and other labourers.

The US$60 million Royal Mill Hotel 
Luxury Resort will comprise 15 inde-
pendent and private residence homes, 
while the resort will provide 18 high-
rise apartment units and two rooftop 
penthouse units. The property will 
house a business centre, a conference/
meeting centre, a gym, an aqua centre, 
an exclusive spa, a pool area and bar, an 
urban lounge viewing the ocean, a roof-
top bar and restaurant and parking for 
more than 60 vehicles.

The residence portion of the project 
has an expected completion date of De-
cember 2020, while the hotel section is 
due to be done by mid-2022.

Principal Investor and co-founder of 
A & A Capital, Alex Lodde said he was 
happy to see the pace of the new devel-
opment, and the cooperation and assis-
tance of the St Vincent and the Gren-
adines Government, and was looking 
forward to the completion of the project.

CEO and Co-Founder of A&A Capital, 
Adem Adem, added that he was excit-
ed about the Royal Mill Hotel project 
and looked forward to it bene�itting the 
country.

“I have been visiting St Vincent and 
the Grenadines for the past 15 years 
and I never thought I would have seen 
this day and our dream has come true. 
I am grateful for the commitment of 
my team, the support of family and the 
warm welcome of the people and the 
leadership of St Vincent and the Gren-
adines,” he said.

“It is important to note that the most 
critical aspect of the project for us is 
ensuring that the people of the coun-
try bene�it meaningfully from a trick-
le-down economy and are always safe 
and secure while employed at the hotel. 
We see the Royal Mill Hotel spanning 
generations of St Vincent and the Gren-
adines.”

He further assured that A&A Capital 
was strongly committed to and invested 
in the completion and longevity of the 
development.

“One of the major proofs of commit-
ment is the levels of employment already 
realized as well as the importation and 
purchase of millions of dollars’ worth of 
major equipment and material, both for 
construction of the hotel and for use by 
St Vincent and the Grenadines. We real-
ized the need for heavy-duty equipment 
on the island and felt that the country 

can bene�it from our equipment re-
sources as well. We have also purchased 
over 10 million dollars’ worth of integral 
material which would ful�il the comple-
tion of the hotel,” he said.

The Bank of St Vincent and the Gren-
adines (BOSVG) has given its backing to 
the project. The bank, through its Man-
aging Director Derry Williams, has acted 
as a principal collaborator.

“As a bank, we must provide assuranc-
es to investors coming into any unknown 
to take investment risks. From our end, 
it’s not just about conducting the inves-
tor’s transactions effectively but also 
providing feedback from the banking 
community, the trajectory of the econo-
my and governing policies. The passion, 
thoughtfulness and commitment to de-
veloping St Vincent and the Grenadines 
were also very important. A&A Capital 
has proven, to date, their commitment 
to the project and seeing it to its abso-
lute fruition and this is truly good news 
for our country,” Williams said.

Camillo Gonsalves, Minister of Fi-
nance and Parliamentary Representa-
tive for East St George – the constituen-
cy in which the project is located – this is 
the exact type of tourism that the coun-
try is interested in leveraging.

“One which brings people into the is-
land and will realize an entire set of an-
cillary spin-offs which will bene�it the 
economy. Already, the construction sec-
tors are pro�iting from the construction 
phase of the project,” he said.

In addition to the Royal Mill Hotel De-
velopment, A&A Capital has acquired 
the family-owned Grand View Hotel. 
Renovation works have already started 
on the 20-room boutique hotel.

“This boutique property will be ideal-
ly positioned for tourists, regional trav-
ellers, businesses and organizations that 
wish to host conferences on the island. 
It will also play host to special events 
and weddings….Works are progressing 
rapidly to have the small property ready 
for guests in April 2020,” Lodde said. 

Antigua Chosen as Location for Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Line’s First Royal Beach Club

Royal Caribbean International and 
the Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda have signed a deal for the cruise 
company’s �irst ever Royal Beach Club. 
The agreement marks the start of the 
planning and development for the Royal 
Beach Club scheduled to break ground 
later this year.

Created exclusively for Royal Caribbe-
an guests, the Royal Beach Club at Anti-
gua will sit along more than a half-mile 
of beachfront and combine the island’s 
beaches with the cruise line’s service 
and amenities.

“The Royal Beach Club will deliver a 
memorable beach day to our guests,” 
said Michael Bayley, President and CEO, 
Royal Caribbean International. “Togeth-
er with the government of Antigua and 
Barbuda, we will bring to life an expe-
rience that will bring more visitors to 
these idyllic islands and create signi�i-

cant economic bene�its and opportuni-
ties. In addition, we are looking at ways 
for the local community to also enjoy 
the beach club on days our ships are in 
other destinations.”

The cruise line has also committed to 
bringing Symphony of the Seas to the 
twin-island nation with a call on No-
vember 3, 2020.

Minister of Tourism, Economic De-
velopment and Investments Charles 
Fernandez said the government was 
truly grateful and appreciative that 
Royal Caribbean’s �irst Royal Beach 
Club will be in Antigua, which, he said, 
“con�irms con�idence in our twin-is-
land state”.

“We are also excited to share our beau-
tiful island with guests sailing aboard 
Royal Caribbean ships when they begin 
calling to the island later this year,” he 
added. 

British Airways Adds New Flights 
from London to St Lucia

British Airways will increase direct 
�lights from the United Kingdom to St 
Lucia later this year.

The two additional weekly �lights 
from London Gatwick (LGW) to He-
wanorra International Airport (UVF) 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays will 
bring the total to nine British Airways 
�lights per week across the winter 
schedule.

The services will commence oper-
ation on October 28, 2020 and run 
until March 27, 2021 with no onward 
tag.

“The increased services from the UK 
market provides travellers with even 
more options of getting to St Lucia. Brit-
ish Airways is one of the biggest airlines 
to the Caribbean out of London and we 
celebrate the extension of this new ser-

vice to St Lucia,” said Tourism Minister 
Dominic Fedee.

With British Airways already adding 
�lights this summer, Director of the St 
Lucia Tourism Authority UK & Europe, 
Patricia Charlery-Leon said the winter 
�lights will “help us to continue our mo-
mentum during our high season”.

The decision by British Airways to 
increase the �lights comes as St Lucia 

closed 2019 with over 400,000 stay-
over arrivals. For the period January to 
December 2019, the island recorded 
423,736 stay-over visitors – the highest 
in the island’s history.

The UK �igures for the year are up 6.2 
per cent totalling 83,677 visitors. UK 
holidaymakers lead the way in terms of 
duration of stay average at 10.76 nights 
per visit. 

 Royal Caribbean’s first Royal Beach Club will be in Antigua
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Amigo
Archipelago
Bingo
Bongo
Cargo
Chicago
Congo

Dingo
Doggo
Embargo
Fandango
Farrago
Flamingo
Indigo

Largo
Lingo
Mango
Santiago
Tango
Vertigo
Virago
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Three convenient locations to serve you! 

You feel good when you look good!!!

Countryside Shopping Centre  -
 Savannah

puritangc@candw.ky | www.puritan.ky

Tel # 345 946 1884

Elgin Avenue,
 George Town

Tel # 345 949 2452

Main Store – 337, Eastern Avenue,
Drive Through (rain or shine) 

George Town  Tel # 345 949 7104 

DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY

I'VE GOT SOME BEAUTIFUL CLOTHES 
I KNOW JUST WHERE THEY GO

l've got some beautiful clothes; І know just where they 
go Puritan Cleaners, serving the Cayman lslands 

for over 60 years!
Now offering 12% off Ladies and Gents wearing apparel
$20.00 and up prepay or 10% off pick up within 7 days.

All household items standard 10% off prepay. 
This offer good at аІІ our stores until further notice.

Take advantage of this Special at Puritan cleaners!

Free Pick-up and Delivery
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