
For more than a decade, Public Health, Cus-
toms and Border Control, the Shipping Agents, 
the Cruise Lines and the respective Government 
Ministries have worked collaboratively with the 
Port Authority to prevent and contain the spread 
of infectious diseases in the maritime domain and 
to the Cayman Islands in particular. We have dealt 
with outbreaks of the Norwalk virus and never has 

there been a known case of it spreading to the lo-
cal community. Cayman Public Health’s guidelines 
have been implemented and followed during the 
SARS, MERS and Ebola virus disease epidemics and 
the Cayman Islands remained safe. We would like 
to assure the public that we are still working to-
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Even though the economic forecast 
for the global economy was fairly posi-
tive at the start of this year, the advent 
of the Corona virus (COVID-19) had 
changed everything, according to Pre-
mier Alden McLaughlin, speaking at last 
week’s Royal Fidelity Cayman Business 
Outlook conference.

Premier McLaughlin said that even 
before the ink was dry on the IMF’s fore-
cast, the world was reminded that glob-
al risk could materialise quickly from 
unexpected sources and that there was 
nothing that even the best laid econom-
ic plans could do to prevent it.

“The fast spread of the COVID-19 
coronavirus to more than 80 countries 
both far away and close to home is a 
game changer,” he stated. “On Monday 
of this week, the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 
warned that over this year the global 
economy could grow at its slowest rate 
since 2009 because of the effects of the 
virus.”

Premier McLaughlin went on to out-
line the moves by Governments and 
central banks to try and mitigate the 
detrimental affects of the Corona virus 
outbreak by cutting interest rates, most 

 X Premier Alden McLaughlin at the RFCEO 2020 conference (Photo by Janet Jarchow)... Continued story on page A4

On Commonwealth occasions, it is always inspiring to be 
reminded of the diversity of the people and countries that 
make up our worldwide family. We are made aware of the 
many associations and influences that combine through 
Commonwealth connection, helping us to imagine and de-
liver a common future.

This is particularly striking when we see people from 
nations, large and small, gathering for the Commonwealth 
Games, for meetings of Commonwealth governments, and 
on Commonwealth Day. Such a blend of traditions serves 

... Continued story on page A3
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gether as the world faces the threat and 
spread of the novel Coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

We want to share with you some of 
the procedures that now take place in 
the cruise industry to prevent a poten-
tial infection spreading between the 
cruise ships and our community:

• The cruise lines screen all passen-
gers to determine if they have been to, 
or passed through an area impacted by 
the virus, or if they have been in close 
contact with persons who may have 
contracted the virus up to 14 days pri-
or to the cruise. If they are found to be a 
potential risk, they and their travel com-
panions are not allowed to travel.

• Health officials observe the guests 
constantly, looking for evidence of res-
piratory or other illnesses (e.g. fever, 
cough, difficulty breathing). Those with 
severe symptoms are also not allowed 
to travel.

• Should any illness arise while pas-
sengers are on a cruise, the informa-
tion is shared with the Port Authority, 
Public Health and Customs and Border 
Control prior to the vessel arriving in 
Cayman.

• It is common for some passengers 
to develop ‘flu like symptoms, just like 
it is on land, even though they have no 
relevant travel history.

• Cayman’s Public Health officials 
evaluate each circumstance and advise 
on the appropriate action to take, which 
can range from preventing the individ-

uals from disembarking, to preventing 
the ship from landing.

The Coronavirus has symptoms which 
are similar to many respiratory viral 
conditions and most people only de-
velop mild symptoms and then recover. 
However, as the world is now a global 
community, viruses can spread much 
further and more rapidly than ever be-
fore because of international travel.

Caymanians travel abroad every day 
for business and pleasure, just as the 
visitors to our islands, who are an es-
sential part of Cayman’s economy. The 
World Health Organisation does not rec-
ommend any travel or trade restriction 
based on the current information avail-
able. This allows the economies of the 
world the ability to continue to function 
and permits essential activities like the 
delivery of food, medicines and supplies. 
The key thing is for the Public to know 
what to do should someone suspect they 
might have developed COVID-19.

The Public Health Department of the 
Cayman Islands has published guide-

lines, which we all can follow in an effort 
to slow the arrival of COVID-19 to our 
shores, or to contain it when it comes. 
We do not need to fear it if we under-
stand and know what to do if faced with 
it. We are doing our best to prevent it, 
but if not, together we are prepared.

To keep updated on reliable and fac-
tual information on the Coronavirus 
please refer to official government 
sources:

For general information on the coro-
navirus visit www.gov.ky/coronavirus 
or for public health specific information 
visit www.hsa.ky/public-health/coro-
navirus ü

Government Entities Working 
Together to Prepare for COVID-19

We are doing our best to prevent it, but if not, 
together we are prepared
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to make us stronger, individually and 
collectively, by providing the ingredi-
ents needed for social, political and eco-
nomic resilience.

Throughout my life, I have had the 
opportunity to see and hear how mem-
bership of the Commonwealth fami-
ly means so much to those living in all 

parts of the world, often in places that 
are quite remote. Advances in technolo-
gy and modern media have now enabled 
many more people to witness and enjoy 
- with remarkable immediacy - this ex-
perience of Commonwealth connection, 
in areas such as education, medicine 
and conservation.

Looking to the future, this connectivi-
ty means we are also aware, perhaps as 

never before, that wherever we live, our 
choices and actions affect the well-being 
of people and communities living far 
away, and in very different circumstanc-
es. For many, this awareness awakens 
a desire to employ our planet’s natural 
resources with greater care, and it is 
encouraging to see how the countries 
of the Commonwealth continue to de-
vise new ways of working together to 

achieve prosperity, whilst protecting 
our planet.

As members of this very special com-
munity, on this Commonwealth Day, I 
hope that the people and countries of 
the Commonwealth will be inspired by 
all that we share, and move forward with 
fresh resolve to enhance the Common-
wealth’s influence for good in our world.

ELIZABETH R. ü

The Queen's Commonwealth Day Message
... Continued story from page A1

Let us now stand to pledge ourselves 
afresh to uphold and serve the values 
and fellowship of the Commonwealth.

The Affirmation
We affirm that every person pos-

sesses unique worth and dignity.
We affirm our respect for nature, 

and that we will be stewards of the 
earth by caring for every part of it, 
and for it as a whole.

We affirm our belief in justice for 
everyone, and peace among peoples 
and nations.

Joining together in kinship and 
affinity, in diversity and unity, as 

members of a worldwide family of 
nations, we build on shared inher-
itances.

We cooperate with mutual respect 
and goodwill to deliver a common fu-
ture for the good of all.

Through Commonwealth connec-
tion we learn from one another, and 
innovate to transform our communi-
ties, our nations and our world.

Response: We affirm our belief in 
the Commonwealth as a powerful 
influence for good in the world, and 
pledge ourselves to its service, now 
and for the future. ü

Commonwealth Day 2020 – Affirmation

A team from Public Health England 
(PHE) has been in the Cayman Islands 
this week discussing a number of health 
care related issues including the current 
situation with COVID 19.

The team, led by Autilia Newton, Head 
of the Overseas Territories programme 
at PHE and a Consultant in Communica-
ble Disease Control has been discussing 
strategies with the Ministry of Health, 
Environment, Culture and Housing and 
the HSA. In particular PHE are providing 
support to ensure that HSA’s laboratory 
services can be upgraded swiftly to ena-
ble on island testing for COVID 19.

PHE are planning to send a laboratory 
specialist to the Cayman Islands as early 
as next week to provide support. Other 
specialist technical advice is also being 
looked at.

The UK is also conducting modelling 
for the Overseas Territories to enable 
more accurate predictions of the likely 
impact of COVID 19 which will support 
the planning already being undertak-
en by the Cayman Islands Government. 
Further support to the Overseas Territo-
ries was also discussed earlier today at a 
COBR meeting in London.

The Governor has just returned from 
a meeting in Miami with other Overseas 
Territories’ Governors and heads of UK 

diplomatic missions in the Caribbean 
region. The meeting discussed a range 
of regional issues including coordina-
tion of the response to COVID 19.

Governor Martyn Roper said, “There 
is a lot of planning going on in Govern-
ment to ensure that the impact of COVID 
19 on the Cayman Islands is managed 
effectively. We have high quality health 
professionals in the Cayman Islands, in 
whom I and PHE England have full con-
fidence and our medical facilities are 
excellent.

Our relationship with the UK also en-
ables us to have access to specialist sup-

port including some of the best 
technical and scientific thinking 
in the world. I am grateful to Pub-
lic Health England for their sup-
port and we will continue to work 
closely with them to ensure that 
the decisions we take are based 
on the best available science.

I would urge the public to en-
sure that they only seek infor-
mation on COVID 19 from official 
Government sources. The risks of 
rumours and false information in 
this situation are real and we need to 
remain calm, act on official scientific ad-

vice and continue to go about our day to 
day business”. ü

Public Health England Advisors in Cayman

As social creatures, human 
beings develop and make 
progress by living, learning, 
working and playing together 
in communities. We share ex-
perience and learn from what 
those around us do; by emulat-
ing what we admire we can in 
turn inspire others through our 
own example and achievement. 
The Commonwealth, through 
its interconnected networks, 
sustains a vibrant ecosystem of 
opportunity for us to do this on 
a scale that is vast and global, 
yet very human in expression. 
Our great strength as a fam-
ily of nations, and of peoples 
growing together organically, 
is our ability to evolve and ad-
just to changing circumstances 
– whether in the field of human 
rights, democracy or trade.

We see such adaptation in the 
natural world, and it is just as 
necessary in the technological 
world, and for fruitful coopera-
tion among nations and in local 
communities. So the current 
focus for thinking and action 
in and by the Commonwealth 
is on Delivering a Common Fu-
ture: Connecting, Innovating, 
Transforming.

We are more aware than ever 
how what any single country 
does can affect for good or ill 
the well-being of our entire 
world and the welfare of every-
one with whom we share it. 
This beautiful blue planet is 
held in common trust by us all 
for the generations who follow.

An impressive example of 
how our member countries 
come together to pool knowl-
edge and resources which de-
liver transformational change 
through innovation is the Com-
monwealth Blue Charter. It 
provides a dynamic framework 
within which our member 
countries commit to working 
together on ocean health and 
to use marine resources in sus-
tainable ways.

When Commonwealth Heads 
of Government meet in Rwanda 
later this year, we can expect 
them to agree on new collabo-
rative programmes on a range 
of issues, including democratic 
governance, and the empow-
erment of women and youth. 
Most importantly, there will be 
fresh commitment to practical 
action on the environment and 
living lands. This will be an im-

portant staging post on the way 
towards delivering more am-
bitious national commitments 
when COP 26 is hosted by the 
United Kingdom in November. 
These will carry forward the 
impressive record of Common-
wealth engagement on climate 
and regenerative development.

The pioneering Langkawi 
Declaration on the Environ-
ment, made as long ago as 1989 
when Commonwealth leaders 
met in Malaysia, recognised 
that any delay in addressing 
the impending climate crisis in-
creased the existential threats 
to our common home: planet 
Earth. We have moved a long 
way since then, and much has 
happened which is positive. Yet 
we know that time is running 
out, and the need to move from 
declaration to implementation 
becomes more urgent with 
every year that passes. We may 
be the first generation to have 
truly experienced the tragic 
consequences of this climate 
crisis, yet we are perhaps the 
last with the opportunity to 
take action to reverse it.

Friendship, kinship and af-
finity among the people of our 

member countries make it 
easier for us to coordinate and 
deliver such positive change 
swiftly in ways that help to en-
sure no one is left behind. Re-
spect and understanding based 
on goodwill raise awareness 
in the Commonwealth of the 
particular needs of vulnerable, 
remote and marginalised com-
munities, wherever they are 
and whatever their needs.

Our conviction is that with 
common purpose and by learn-
ing from one another, all can 

give and all can gain. This ap-
proach leads to innovation 
that transforms lives and liveli-
hoods so that there is inclusive 
progress and greater prosperi-
ty in which all can share.

It inspires us to encourage 
ourselves and others to more 
profound depths of co-operation 
and greater heights of achieve-
ment. So taking our cue from 
the theme, we can each commit 
this Commonwealth Day to join 
with others and bring change by 
doing something new. ü

Commonwealth Day Message by The Rt Hon Patricia 
Scotland QC, Commonwealth Secretary-General

 X  Rt. Hon. Patricia Scotland QC, The Commonwealth Secretary-General
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notably the 50 basis points cut by the US 
Federal Reserve, which was swiftly rep-
licated by Cayman’s local banks.

Human factor
But while the economic impact was 

an important point for discussion, the 
premier said that COVID-19 was, first 
and foremost, a human story, with, at 
the time of writing, almost 100,000 con-
firmed cases worldwide and more than 
3,350 fatalities.

“This is driving concern and indeed 
panic across the globe – including the 
growing concern of people in these is-
lands,” he confirmed.

While the Cayman Islands had no 
known cases of COVID-19 as at that 
time, Premier McLaughlin conceded 

that Cayman was a “a very open socie-
ty” receiving more than 2.4 million vis-
itors a year as well as significant travel 
abroad by Caymanians and residents.

“Clearly, there is considerable risk, if 
not inevitability, that we will see cases 
in Cayman,” he stated. “However, health 
officials here in Cayman continue to 
ramp up preparations and are provid-
ing the Government and the public 
with excellent, timely advice on how 
to minimise that risk. Already we have 
imposed travel restrictions, including 
restrictions on at risk airline and cruise 
passengers, and we have instituted 
screening techniques at our borders to 
identify anyone who has an at-risk trav-
el history.”

The Premier said travel restrictions 
had been put in place to prevent all pub-
lic servants from undertaking non-es-

sential travel, a move that would pre-
vent him from attending a planned trip 
to London for the Joint Ministerial Coun-
cil at the end of March.

“I am also urging the public and the 
business community to restrict travel 
unless absolutely required,” he said.

In a bid to help local residents pre-
vent the spread of the disease, Premier 
McLaughlin said Cabinet had decided 
to waive the duty on all hand sanitis-
ers, protective facial masks and surgical 
gloves. The waiver was effective imme-
diately and runs through to the end of 
2020.

“I encourage merchants to pass on 
these savings to the consumer,” he said, 
adding that while Cayman could mini-
mise risk, we could not eliminate it and 
therefore Government was also prepar-
ing for the worst.

“Make no mistake, if there is a signifi-
cant outbreak here it will have a poten-
tially devastating effect on the health of 
the nation and the economy,” he con-
firmed.

As a result, Government had activat-
ed the National Emergency Response 
Operation Centre to co-ordinate all the 
necessary planning and activity needed 
for these types of situations, with most 
of the response being led by the Health 
Services Authority who were ramping 
up testing and screening procedures.

The HSA has established an email 
address for enquiries, flu@hsa.ky, and 
they are establishing a hotline for peo-
ple to call if they are concerned or if they 
believe they are displaying symptoms. 
Should any case be identified on Island, 
proper treatment and infection control 
protocols were in place, he said. ü

Premier says Corona virus a game 
changer for global economy

... Continued story from page A1

U.S.-based Hemsworth Communi-
cations has been named the PR agen-
cy-of-record for the Grand Hyatt Grand 
Cayman Resort and Residences.

As part of a multi-year agreement, 
the full-service agency plans to deliver 
a media strategy focused on educating 
consumers about the property, draw-
ing attention initially to vacation own-
ership opportunities before shifting 
into a leisure travel-centric promotion 
plan.

The resort is currently under devel-
opment along Seven Mile Beach and 
is scheduled to open in 2022. It will 
feature 375 keys including 167 con-
dominium residences and an array of 
amenities including six distinctive food 
and beverage venues, a destination 
spa, a state-of-the-art fitness center, 
three swimming pools – including an 
in-ocean saltwater lagoon pool, retail 
shops, a kids club and an eco-walk 
bridge. The resort is also planned to 

have 25,000 square feet of indoor 
meeting and event space, including ex-
terior terraces.

Hemsworth’s founder and presi-
dent, Samantha Jacobs, said: “We’re 
thrilled to be onboard with the Grand 
Hyatt Grand Cayman team, helping 
showcase the newest luxury real es-
tate and vacation opportunity on the 
legendary Seven Mile Beach. Our team 
has deep experience partnering with 
both new-build and existing resorts 
throughout the Caribbean to elevate 
their global awareness. We look for-
ward to leveraging our connections on 
behalf of this spectacular new proper-
ty in one of our very favorite destina-
tions!”

Key development milestones will be 
showcased through a series of press 
releases, tailored pitches and special 
events leading up to the property’s 
opening, with brand partnerships, 
cross-promotions and more.

Grand Hyatt Grand Cayman Resort 
and Residence joins other Hemsworth 
clients including Sonesta Fort Lauderd-

ale, Margaritaville Beach Resort Holly-
wood, Coral Hospitality and Driftwood 
Hospitality Management. ü

Grand Hyatt Hires Award-
Winning Public Relations Agency
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On Monday March 2nd 2020, the 
Health Services Authority Maternity’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
celebrated during a ribbon cutting 
ceremony their brand new Neonatal 
Transport Incubator donated by Team 
Nolan the Pediatric arm of the Cay-
man Heart Fund. This state-of-the-art, 
high-performance Incubator trans-
ports neonates safely, comfortably and 
with a minimum of stress. It can be tak-
en nearly anywhere and still provide 
the warm, safe environment and quick 
access necessary for optimal neonate 
care.

Charmin Fennell, HSA Maturity 
Ward Nurse Manager, said, “We are 
truly grateful for Team Nolan for being 
amazing advocates for neonatal care 
here in the Cayman Islands. The New 
Transport Incubator in our NICU will 
bolster our current resources greatly 
and enables us to provide necessary 
care to our neonates and premature 
infants needing to be transported out-
side of HSA for care. It will also be uti-
lized for intradepartmental transfers 
as well.”

Ailian Evans, CHF Board Member & 
Founder of Team Nolan, said, “I’m elat-
ed to see that our efforts are making 
such a difference in the Cayman com-
munity. This new neonatal transport 
incubator will benefit the most vul-
nerable patients, such as premature 
infants or infants with critical health 
issues and it will keep them safe while 
being transported to another health-
care facility for further treatment and/
or care.”

Sean Evans, Co-founder of Team 
Nolan, explained that “being able to 
donate such an important piece of 
medical equipment such as this infant 
transport incubator is proof that Team 
Nolan’s fund raising initiatives are all 
very much worth the expended time 
and effort“.

Dr Christine Chen, CHF Board Mem-
ber, said, Thanks to the great efforts 
of Ailian and Sean Evans and their 
dedicated group of volunteers, known 
as Team Nolan, the CI-HSA NICU now 
has another well needed incubator 
which will help serve, not only babies 
with congenital heart disease, but 
other babies born prematurely or in 
distress.

Cayman Heart Fund is a non-prof-
it organization incorporated under 
the Companies Law (2007 Revision) 
in 2007, with Registration License # 
220594. Our aim is to alert, reduce and 
help prevent Cardiovascular Disease 
(CVD) – Cayman’s #1 cause of death 

in the Cayman Islands. We achieve this 
through education, training and by pro-
viding medical equipment and services 
to the public.

It is our mission to educate and pre-
vent heart disease thus improving the 
cardiovascular health of the people of 
the Cayman Islands.

If you require further information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at: 
(345) 916-6324 or please email: info@
caymanheartfund.com ü

HSA Recieves State-of-the-art 
Neonatal Transport Incubator Donation

CIIPA CEO Sheree Ebanks takes up her 
post on IFAC development committee.

The International Federation of Ac-
countants (IFAC) appointed Ms. Sheree 
Ebanks to the Professional Accounting 
Organisation Development Committee 
(PAODC) effective 1 January 2020. The 
twelve-member committee is respon-
sible for identifying and sharing PAO 
development best practices, providing 
guidance and leadership, and facilitat-
ing knowledge sharing.

Ms. Ebanks recently attended the 
committee’s first meeting of the year in 
New York, where the committee tackled 
challenges facing the profession includ-
ing adaptability to fast-paced changes in 
technology.

Speaking of the experience, Ms. 
Ebanks said, “We are thrilled to be a 
part of the global conversation on the 
future of the profession and share CII-

PA’s story with other developing PAOs. 
It is also an excellent opportunity for 
CIIPA to work in partnership with oth-
er international institutes to ensure the 
profession works toward sustainable 
development goals, capacity building 
and strengthening not only other pro-
fessional organisations, but also work-
ing as a liaison to regional bodies.” She 
also noted that the profession is chang-
ing rapidly through the impact of new 
technologies and increased regulation. 
“This is a wonderful opportunity for the 
Cayman Islands to participate with and 
learn from these international leaders 
of the profession”.

Ms. Ebanks brings a great deal of in-
sight to the committee as the first CEO 
of the Cayman Islands Institute of Pro-
fessional Accountants and her role in 
overseeing the organisation’s transition 
from Society to Institute. ü

CIIPA CEO Appointed to International 
Accountancy Committee

 X Ailian Evans, CHF Board Member & Founder of Team Nolan; Charmin Fennell, Maternity /NICU Nurse Manager; Angelique Bodden, CHF Coordinator; Dr Christine Chen, CHF Board Member 
& Pediatrician; Mileny Bertrand, Team Nolan Volunteer; Mora Goddard, Team Nolan Volunteer; Kerry Reid Bennett, NICU RN; Sue Doak, midwife; AnnieRose NICU RN; Dr Lamsee Ebanks, 
Paediatrician; Sean Evans, Co-Founder Team Nolan
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Fatal Collision on Shedden Road
Shortly before 2:00AM on Saturday morning, 7 

March, officers responded to a report of a serious col-
lision on Shedden Road in the vicinity of Vibert Bod-
den Drive. A motorcycle travelling eastbound and a 

Mercedes SUV travelling westbound had collided and 
the rider of the motorcycle sustained serious injuries. 
Emergency services attended the scene and the rider 
of the motorcycle, a man age 28 of George Town, was 

transported to the Cayman Islands Hospital, where 
he was then pronounced dead. The driver of the 
Mercedes was uninjured.

The matter is currently under investigation. ü

P O L I C E  N E W SP O L I C E  N E W S

By Shakir Khan

Residents turned out in large num-
bers on Thursday evening, March 5th, at 
the Aston Rutty Center, to get first-hand 
knowledge about the CORONA-VIRUS, 
COVID-19.

A medical team from Health Services 
Authority led by Mrs. Lizette Yearwood, 
CEO of HAS made a most pointed and 
clear presentation.

After being welcomed by the District 
Commissioner, Mr. Ernie Scott, the audi-
ence heard first from Dr. Velusamy, Di-
rector of Sister Islands Health Services.

He commenced his presentation with 
his usual smiling approach and com-
mended all who were present. “I know 
many of you are researching. That’s 
good. But, there’s a great deal of fake 
news out there. I knew of this as far as 
back in the 80’s when I was in medical 
school. This is the first related to hu-
mans. There are no vaccines as yet to 

treat this. 8 out 10 affected have a sim-
ple cough, fever and so on. Pneumonia 
is a possibility from this. More die from 
common flu than from this virus. We are 
not fearful but concerned. This medi-
um is to calm your fears and provide the 
requesite knowledge needed. Singapore 
has no cases. This is due to their out-
standing mode of preparing and preven-
tion. Washing hands is about the most 
important practice.”

Dr. Samuel Williams Rodriguez, Med-
ical Officer of Health, then addressed 
the gathering. “There is a great deal of 
anxiety about this. Thankfully there is 
no suspected or confirmed case in Cay-
man Islands. Our mission is to focus on 
prevention. If one has the cough or cold 
it does mean that you are infected. Influ-
enza has a greater mortality rate than 
this. There’s no specific treatment but 
this is administered according to symp-
toms visible. We are prepared to fight 
this with a multi- pronged approach. 

Please observe all health instructions 
given here today.”

Mrs. Yearwood then addressed the au-
dience.” I am delighted to see all of you 
lovely people. Be careful of what you 
read on social media. Lots of false info 
going around. Travellers from the U.S 
are asked their travel history on arrival 
here. Cabinet issued a quarantine order 
especially related to China. The virus is 
spread via water droplets from sneezing 
etc. We have a motto to observe, “catch 
it, trash it and wash it”. We are assuring 
residents we are ready so do not panic. 
We have put in place a Flu clinic here at 
the medical wing of the Center with 6 
beds. All hands are on deck with this.”

Mrs. Coleman from Hazard Manage-
ment told the audience that the same 
preparations used for a hurricane are 
being used with this. HS is very dili-
gent and working assiduously to ensure 
proper preparations. Knowledge is key. 
It’s a massive, multi-agency operation of 
which we can all be proud. A key to this 
is to try and avoid mass meetings and 
adhere to the health guidelines.”

Residents then asked questions about 
certain concerns and answers were giv-
en by members of the medical team. 
Each answer came with the assurance of 
being prepared. The session ended with 
a joint prayer by Pastors Thomas French 
and Joel Scott Senior. ü

Cayman Brac prepares for Corona Virus

 X (L to R) Dr. Rodriguez, Medical Officer of Health, Danielle Coleman, Hazard Management, 
Mrs.Lizette Yearwood, CEO HSA, Dr. Velusamy, Director of Sister Islands Health Services

The Alex Panton Foundation (APF) re-
cently hosted over 300 delegates at its 
3rd Annual Youth Mental Health Sym-
posium under the theme “Empowering 
Youth, Inspiring Hope.”

Taking place on 22 February, this 
year’s event highlighted the impor-
tance of equipping young people with 
the tools necessary to express mental 
health concerns, as well as creating a 
safe environment for young people to 
express themselves.

A highlight of the afternoon was the 
opportunity to hear directly from some 
inspirational young people during a 
panel discussion of students who have 
joined the Alex Panton Youth Ambassa-
dors Programme. The young panelists 
spoke about how the programme, which 
was launched last year, has become an 
important resource that has helped 
shape their understanding of mental 
health and what needs to be done to ad-
dress youth mental health issues in our 
community moving forward.

The panelists - Jhadari Lumley, Cris-
tin Jackson, Yoleiddy Cid-Paredes and 
Paxton McCoy - spoke candidly and with 
passion, giving a deep insight to the cur-
rent climate of what the country’s youth 
are facing today. The panel was mod-
erated by Bill LaMonte and Dr. Colleen 
Brown.

The Alex Panton Foundation also 
launched two emotional literacy pro-
grammes in 2019 called “Zippy” and 
“Apple, designed for children 5 to 9 
years old. These were highlighted by 
master trainers Dr. Catherine Day and 

Dr. Xenia Sitiriou in their presentation 
titled “The Power of Prevention.”

They explained that it is a story based 
programme with six modules that help 
students learn to cope with anxiety in-
cluding: Feelings, Communication, Mak-
ing and Breaking Relationships, Conflict 
Resolution, Dealing and Coping with Loss 
and We Cope. The programme is availa-
ble across Grand Cayman and Cayman 
Brac and boasts 8 participating partners 
from private and government schools, 6 
Master Trainers and 21 trained teachers 
in Cayman. 472 young people have bene-
fited from the program.

Delegates also heard from interna-
tional keynote Speaker Kevin Ashworth, 
Co-founder and Clinical Director of NW 
Anxiety Institute, a specialty anxiety 
clinic in Portland, Oregon. His presenta-
tion “How to “think” with your feet. Em-
powerment through facing your fears,” 
focused on identifying how to differen-
tiate between stress and anxiety.

Mr. Ashworth discussed what anxiety 
can look like in children, how to differ-
entiate between stress and anxiety and 
how exposure therapy can help.

Wrapping up the day was returning 
and always inspirational speaker Dr. 
Marc Lockhart whose presentation de-
bunked myths revolving around youth 
mental health.

Dr. Lockhart highlighted some star-
tling international and local statistics in 
regards to youth mental health issues 
and that the understanding of mental 
health particular in regards to children 
is still often misguided.

Underlining that a parent’s or 
adult’s experience as an adoles-
cent will have been very differ-
ent from the world that children 
live in today, Dr. Lockhart urged 
adults and parents to listen and 
not attach their own experience 
to those of the children that are 
relying on them.

The Governor, the Hon. Mar-
tin Roper and the Hon. Dwayne 
Seymour, Minister of Health, En-
vironment, Culture and Housing 
both provided supportive and 
inspirational remarks to open 
the Symposium. Mr. Seymour also 
pledged his Ministry’s support for 
the planned Youth Mental Health 
Hub at the George Town hospital 
that has been championed by the 
Foundation.

“We are humbly overwhelmed 
by the support of our sponsors, 
exhibitors and volunteers. We just 
wouldn’t be able to do what we do 
without them” said Jane Panton, 
APF Chairperson. “We are also 
delighted by the number of delegates 
that attended our Symposium this year 
and hope that they all took away practi-
cal information that can assist us in our 
mission to support children and young 
adults in our community struggling with 
their mental wellness,” she said.

The symposium was made possible 
thanks to its speakers and volunteers 
as well as sponsors: Tower, Burger King, 
Maples Group, Health City Cayman Is-
lands, DART, Hurley’s Media, Logic, 

Cinico, Ogier, Walkers, Highwater, The 
Wellness Centre, Caymanian Times, RBC 
Wealth Management Dominion Securi-
ties, Ironshore Pharmaceuticals Cayman 
Islands, Compass Media and C3 Pure Fi-
bre.

Those looking for more information 
on the Alex Panton Foundation can fol-
low them on Facebook and Instagram as 
well as www.alexpantonfoundation.ky. 
Presentations from the symposium will 
be uploaded onto the website shortly. ü

Alex Panton Foundation highlights 
challenges and discusses solutions at its 

3nd Annual Youth Mental Health Symposium

 X Keynote speaker Kevin Ashworth, Co-founder 
and Clinical Director of NW Anxiety Institute, a 
specialty anxiety clinic in Portland, Oregon
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The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

 - Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

 - One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

 - One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications. 

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan  
  Cellular:     345 326-9953
  Address:  Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
   (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics) 
  Email:  seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape 
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!
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The YMCA of the Cayman Islands re-
cently hosted its Annual Board Retreat 
in Cayman Brac. 14 Board Members 
and 4 staff spent three days in the Sis-
ter Island discussing the organisation’s 
way forward under the theme “Focus 
2020”, while solidifying their strategic 
objectives for the next five years. A few 
of the major strategic initiatives involve 
the Y’s partnership with Little League 
and renovations to the Field of Dreams, 
staff recruitment and development, 
volunteer participation and recogni-
tion, as well as future capital plans for 
a Y facility.

The Y board has been holding annual 
retreats every year since 2014 making 
this the 7th event but it is the first time 

that the organisation has held one in 
the Brac. Past retreats have taken place 
in Grand Cayman and at various Y facil-
ities in Florida. While in the Brac, the 
group toured the Layman E. Scott High 
School where the Y hosts the Extended 
After-School Programme for all primary 
schools. The group also visited the Cay-
man Brac Sports Complex, including the 
pool and new indoor facility for basket-
ball and volleyball.

“I am so pleased that the YMCA 
board chose to hold its retreat in Cay-
man Brac. The organisation has been 
providing a great service for our chil-
dren in the community with the Ex-
tended After-School Programme, and I 
hope their visits to the various facili-

ties around the island gave them some 
new ideas on how the Y can expand its 
reach and influence on the island. Of 
course, in terms of environment, the 
Brac provides an ideal backdrop for 
rest, reflection and inspiration. I hope 
the board members had an opportu-
nity to do just that during their short 
stay,” said Hon. Moses Kirkconnell, 
Minister for Tourism.

“It is important for us as Y Board 
Members to get together once a year to 
take stock of where we are as an organ-
isation, to reflect on the Y’s overarch-
ing vision and to flesh out our strategic 
goals and objectives. It is key to our fu-
ture success,” said YMCA Chairman Da-
vid Watler. “The Y is very fortunate to 

have such a dedicated group of board 
members who give their time and finan-
cial support to the organisation as well 
as activities such as these retreats. This 
demonstrated commitment on their 
part inspires our volunteers, staff and 
partners to have the same dedication 
to the Y. It is a positive trickle-down ef-
fect.”

The retreat was facilitated by CEO 
Greg Smith, and all expenses for the re-
treat were paid for by the participants 
who stayed at the recently reopened Al-
exander Hotel.

For more information about the YMCA 
of the Cayman Islands, email info@ym-
cacayman.ky or visit www.ymcacayman.
ky. ü

YMCA Retreats to the Brac
 X Board Members from left Faramarz Romer, David Watler Y Chairman and Sara Mackay 
listen as Y staff member Jinky shows some of the Brac afterschool programme elements  XMembers of the Y board retreat at the Cayman Brac Sports complex

Employees at Walkers' Cayman office 
were recognised recently for their com-
mitment to the firm during a long-ser-
vice award ceremony. The awardees 
celebrated five, 10, 15, 20 and 40-year 
anniversaries, spanning all areas of the 
firm. These included its law practice as 
well as business support teams, IT, mar-
keting, finance, facilities and human re-
sources.

Among those recognised were Tonia 
Ebanks-McLaughlin, Jacquie Johnston, 
Doreen Thomas and Caroline Williams 
(20 years); Sarah Broad, Kimberley 
Ebanks, Ashley Gunning, Timothy Lud-
ford-Thomas, Ingrie Murillo, Rebecca 
Phillipps, Sarah Priaulx, Dorothy Scott 
and Wade Tamasa (15 years); Nicholas 
Bell, Greg Bennett, Monique Bhullar, 
David Collins, Nicholas Dunne, Jus-
tin Hart, Lesley Jefferson, Neil Lupton, 
Keyreaye Rivers, Chantelle Scott and 
Colette Wilkins (10 years); and Jason 
Allison, Christine Ballantyne-Drewe, 
Arleth Ebanks, Arikka Farley, Paige Gas-
ton-Thiery, Andrew Gibson, Niall Hanna, 
Anthony Hutchinson, Christopher Keefe, 
Peter Kendall, Patrick McConvey, Tam-

sin West, Alexia Williams and Joanne 
Ziegler (5 years).

Donna Watler, an executive legal sec-
retary with the finance and corporate 
team, was praised for 40 years of dedi-
cation. She joined Walkers in mid-1979 
when it was known as WS Walkers & Co 
and was a small firm of approximate-
ly six lawyers. "Look at us now!" she 
beamed at the ceremony, remarking 
how the firm has grown in leaps and 
bounds to its current internationally 
recognised and regarded status.

Global Managing Partner Ingrid 
Pierce described Walkers' team culture 
as second-to-none and spoke to the em-
ployees' commitment to the firm: "Some 
of the employees we are recognising 
today – like Miss Donna Watler – have 
grown up with the firm. We are grateful 
and very proud to work alongside such 
talented individuals who contribute so 
much over the years."

About Walkers
Walkers is a leading international law 

firm. We provide legal, corporate, fidu-
ciary and compliance services to global 

financial institutions, investment banks, 
capital markets participants, Fortune 
500 corporations, arrangers, promoters 
and managers, Magic Circle and AmLaw 
100 law firms, accounting firms, part-
nerships, trust companies and other 

fiduciaries. We are consistently ranked 
in the top tier of law firms by all leading 
global legal directories, including the 
Chambers and Partners Global Guide 
2020, which ranks Walkers in 10 band 
one practice areas. ü

40 Walkers Staff Celebrate Long-Service

Cayman National Cultural Founda-
tion’s (CNCF) celebration of all things 
arts and culture continues with Dress 
For Culture Day, the organisation’s an-
nual ‘dress up, dress down’ fundraiser, 
which takes place on Friday, 13 March. 
Schools, businesses and individuals 

across the Cayman Islands are invited to 
get creative and display their homeland 
pride and cultural attire on that day.

CNCF is asking for a donation of $5 
per adult and $3 per student from those 
who choose to participate in the fund-
raiser. Monies raised go toward CNCF 

youth programmes such as Young 
at Arts and supporting the devel-
opment of the Cayman Islands 
Folk Singers.

“In a world that is filled with 
growing divisions among people 
who identify differently, here in 
the Cayman Islands over 100 na-
tionalities live harmoniously, in-
termingling their cultures while 
maintaining the uniqueness and 
traditions they each hold dear. 
Dress For Culture Day is one of 
the ways that CNCF pays tribute to 
this diversity,” said CNCF Manag-
ing Director Marcia Muttoo.

Participants in Dress for Cul-
ture Day will also have the chance 
to win prizes in the categories of 
Best School, Best Organisation 
and Best Student/Individual. To 
enter, photos must be submitted 
to CNCF and will be shared on 
CNCF’s social media channels for 
the general public to vote for their 
favourite in each category.

Mrs. Muttoo said that members 
of the public can organise their 

own Dress For Culture Day any time 
during the year if this year’s designated 
day is not convenient.

“We believe cultural diversity can be 
appreciated at any time, and we encour-
age people to connect with one another 
and celebrate our extraordinary cultural 
tapestry as much as possible,” she said. 
“CNCF also welcomes Dress for Culture 

donations, and any other contributions, 
throughout the year and thanks the 
public for its ongoing support of our arts 
and culture initiatives.”

For more information about Dress for 
Culture or Cayfest, email info@artscay-
man.org, call 949.5477 or check out the 
CNCF’s official Facebook and Instagram 
pages @caymanculture. ü

CNCF’s Dress For Culture Day Celebrates 
Cayman’s Diversity

 X Kirk Office Staff Dressing For Culture in 2019

 X Shilpa Tagalpallewar and Reshma Ragoonath 
Celebrate Indian Culture
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Fuel expense reduction

Gas Price 

Carpooling – Try carpooling for 2 days per 
week. Many households in the Cayman Islands 
own multiple vehicles and therefore the levels 
of inconvenience will be minimized.

Peak Traffic – Avoids peak traffic times. The 
extra time you spend in traffic burns additional 
fuel. Leave home earlier or ask your employer 
about flexi time.

Tire Pressure – Check the air pressure in 
your tires. Low air pressure increases fuel con-
sumption.

Location Gas Station Regular Premium Diesel

East End Eastern Star Rubis (Woody’s) 4.69 — 4.52

NorthSide Jack’s Esso (Jack’s II) 4.60 4.96 4.44

Bodden Town Lorna’s Rubis 4.73 4.94 4.55

Bodden Town Mostyns Esso 4.61 4.96 4.51

Savannah Savannah Rubis 4.69 4.94 4.49

Red Bay Barcam 4.62 4.94 4.54

Red Bay On The Run (Brown’s Red Bay) 4.64 4.87 4.54

George Town Peanuts 4.74 4.94 4.57

George Town Jose’s Escape 4.74 4.94 4.57

George Town Refuel 4.44 4.64 4.19

George Town Esso Tigermart Shedden Rd. 
(H&B 11)

4.61 4.91 4.54

George Town Eastern Avenue Rubis 4.69 4.94 4.54

George Town Walkers Rd. Rubis 4.65 4.96 4.49

George Town On The Run (Mike’s Walkers Rd.) 4.56 4.91 4.44

George Town On The Run (Brown’s Industrial 
Park)

4.61 4.91 4.55

George Town On The Run (Mike’s 7 Mile) 4.51 4.91 4.24

West Bay Rd. H & B Esso (H&B 1 Seven Mile) 4.61 4.96 4.54

West Bay Rd. 7 Mile Rubis (AA 7 Mile) 4.69 4.89 4.25

West Bay Hell Esso 4.61 4.96 4.44

West Bay Esso 4 Way Stop (Four Winds) 4.65 4.89 4.31

George Town Scotts Landing — 4.99 4.58

Cayman Brac West End — 5.04 4.87

Cayman Brac Tib Mart — 4.89 —

Little Cayman Village Square — 5.82 6.02

Lowest Prices Grand Cayman 4.44 4.64 4.19

Highest Prices Grand Cayman 4.74 4.96 4.57
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Advertising Deadlines (48 Hours prior Publication Day)

Publication Day       Deadline 
                    (12pm (noon))

Monday    Friday

Tuesday    Saturday

Wednesday    Monday

Thursday    Tuesday

Friday     Wednesday

DAILY
PAPER 

Still FREE 
at over 

200 locations
2 days notice for ads

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday 

Friday

Description CI$ x H
Maximum # of 

words
Newspaper Advertisement Full page 900 10 x 20 1 800
Newspaper Advertisement 2/3 page 600 Customized 1 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page 
(horizontal) 500 10 x 9.9 900

Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page 
(Vertical) 500 4.9 x 20 900

Newspaper Advertisement 1/3 page 400 Customized 700
Newspaper Advertisement 1/4 page 300 4.9 x 9.9 450
Newspaper Advertisement 1/5 page 225 4.8 x 7.4 350
Newspaper Advertisement 1/8 page 150 4.9 x 4.85 250
Newspaper Advertisement 1/12 page 105 4.9 x 2.35 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/32 page 75 Customized 150
Newspaper Advertisement Mini 25 Customized 75

a/n05ngiseD cihparG
Front Page Banner A Section 300 10 x 2.5
Front Page Banner B Section 200 10 x 2.5

2.5 x 01001rennaB rehtO
Back Page A Section 700 10 x 20
Back Page B Section 500 10 x 20

a/n057)segap 4( tresnI
Advertorial 1/2 page 500 n/a
Website Advertising per month 600
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Guyana in Limbo: Election Observers 
Concerned About Tabulation Process; Foreign 

Envoys Say No Winner Should Be Declared
Four days after regional and general 

elections were held in Guyana with still 
no winner officially declared, region-
al and international observers are ex-
pressing concern about the tabulation 
process in the country’s largest voting 
district, and have urged authorities not 
to name a victor in the polls.

Yesterday, the Guyana Elections Com-
mission (GECOM) released results for 
Region 4 – in which the country’s capi-
tal, Georgetown, is located – that would 
result in the incumbent

A Partnership for National Unity-Alli-
ance for Change (APNU-AFC) coalition 
returned to government. But the main 
opposition People’s Progressive Par-
ty/Civic (PPP/C) is adamant that if the 
statements of poll are verified, it would 
emerge victorious.

The opposition party late yesterday 
secured a court ruling compelling the 
commission to verify results before 
publishing.

The results provided by GECOM 
showed the APNU-AFC coalition secur-
ing 136,335 votes while the PPP/C got 
77,258 in Region 4 (Demerara-Mahaica) 
which had 285,618 registered voters.

There were several delays to com-
pleting the required process in Region 
4, including a bomb scare at GECOM’s 
command centre where the verification 
of statements of poll was taking place.

Although the general consensus was 
that Monday’s elections were free and 
fair, observer missions are keeping a 
close eye on the tabulation process in 
Region 4.

In a joint statement, the missions from 
the Commonwealth, the Organization of 
American States, the European Union, 
and The Carter Centre said the tabula-
tion “remains incomplete”.

“The law requires that tabulation must 
be conducted in the presence of party 
agents and observers. Until this trans-
parent process takes place, the counting 
of votes recorded for Region 4 remains 
incomplete. The transparent tabulation 

of results for Region 4 must be resumed 
in order to proceed to the establishment 
of national results,” it said, adding that a 
“calm and conducive environment must 
be provided by the police”.

“We urge all political parties to adhere 
to the codes of conduct signed by them. 
The Guyana Elections Commission, in-
cluding the chairperson, the commis-
sioners, the chief election officer, the 
returning officer and deputy returning 
officers in Region 4, must be available 
and committed to establish the results 
for Region 4 in accordance with the law.

“Until this occurs, the result of these 
elections cannot be credibly declared,” 
the international observers added.

The Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) observer mission also issued a 
brief statement, saying that it was con-
cerned about the allegations with re-
spect to the tabulation of results based 
on the Statements of Polls in Region 4.

“The Community calls on the Guyana 
Elections Commission to ensure that 
all legal and procedural processes are 
faithfully complied with in respect of the 
vote count and the declaration of results 
to ensure that the outcome of the polls 
expresses the will of the people of Guy-
ana. We call on all parties and Guyanese 
to remain calm while these issues are 
resolved,” it said.

The PPP, meantime has also urged 
calm, telling its supporters that they 
have the international community on 
their side.

“While we understand the hurt, frus-
tration and fear about electoral fraud 
being perpetuated against the Guyanese 
people, we have the solidarity of the in-
ternational community,” it said.

“They have all made it clear that as it 
stands results of the Elections cannot be 
credibly declared and there can be no 
swearing-in of a president since such an 
action would be illegal.

“The PPP agrees with the internation-
al community; there can be no swearing 
in of a new president under the current 

circumstances. The Party wishes to also 
warn that public officers, especially con-
stitutional office holders, facilitating 
such an illegal action would be complicit 
in the perpetuation of electoral fraud in 
Guyana,” the PPP added.

It further insisted that there must a 
return to the process of verifying the re-
sults of the elections for Region 4, using 
the Statements of Polls, as required by 
law.

“This is the only process that will de-
liver free and fair elections and ensure 
that the will of the Guyanese people is 
not subverted. The People’s Progressive 
Party continues to work towards this 
objective,” the party said.

Meantime, United States, British, Ca-
nadian and European Union envoys 
urged authorities to hold off declaring a 
winner until issues have been resolved.

They issued a joint statement in which 
they expressed “deep concern over 
credible allegations of electoral fraud 
which may influence the results of this 
election”.

“We call on all to ensure proper pro-
cedures are in place to yield a credible 

election result. A fair and free process is 
vital for the maintenance and reinforce-
ment of democracy in Guyana,” said the 
statement from Heads of Mission of the 
Embassy of the United States of Amer-
ica, H.E. Sarah-Ann Lynch, the British 
High Commission, H.E. Greg Quinn, 
the Canadian High Commission, H.E. 
Lilian Chatterjee, and the Delegation 
of the European Union, H.E Fernando 
Ponz-Canto.

“We call on President [David] Grang-
er to avoid a transition of government 
which we believe would be unconsti-
tutional as it would be based on a vote 
tabulation process that lacked credibil-
ity and transparency.”

Meantime, President Granger this 
morning met with CARICOM Secre-
tary-General Ambassador Irwin LaRo-
cque, and reiterated that the polls had 
been orderly, and in full compliance 
with the law and the Constitution.

“We are awaiting the final declaration 
from GECOM,” he said.

Recounts requested by the APNU-AFC 
coalition are underway in Regions 5 
and 6. ü

Bahamas Government Adds Travellers from 
Iran, Italy and South Korea to Ban Amid 

Coronavirus Concern
The Bahamas Government says it will 

be turning away visitors who recently 
travelled from South Korea, Iran and Ita-
ly – the countries with the largest num-
ber of cases of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outside China.

As of this morning, there were 6,284 
cases in South Korea, 3,858 cases in Ita-
ly, and 3,513 in Iran.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted in 
a statement yesterday that recent reports 
from the World Health Organization 
(WHO) indicate that the COVID-19 virus 
had spread to more than 75 countries. 
At least 47 of those have 10 cases or less, 
and some are reporting their first cases.

“Significantly, however, there is a 
prevalence of cases emerging in a few 
selected countries. According to the Di-
rector-General’s 4th March 2020 Brief-
ing, almost 90 per cent of those cases 
are from three countries: Iran, South 
Korea and Italy.

“The data is compelling and out of 
an abundance of caution, the Govern-

ment of The Bahamas has decided to 
implement border control and quaran-
tine measures for persons coming from 
those countries. Effective immediately 
any non-resident who has visited South 
Korea, Iran or Italy in the last 20 days 
will be denied entry into The Bahamas,” 
the Ministry said.

Those three join China, for which such 
measures were implemented on Janu-
ary 30.

Bahamian citizens and residents 
returning from all four jurisdictions 
will now be subjected to quarantine 
measures for a maximum of 14 days. 
Non-residents currently en route to The 
Bahamas from these jurisdictions will 
be subjected to the same protocol for re-
turning citizens and residents.

While there remains no reported or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in The Ba-
hamas, at this time, the government said 
it is taking extra precaution to protect 
the safety and health of our residents 
and visitors, and it said the new advisory 

is part of the government’s enhanced ef-
fort to address this public health threat.

The latest figures from the WTO put 
the number of confirmed COVID-19 cas-

es outside China at 17,481, with 335 re-
corded deaths. In China, the confirmed 
cases and deaths figures have reached 
80,711 and 3,045, respectively. ü

The US Department of State 
has increased its travel warn-
ing on Haiti to the highest ‘Lev-
el 4 – Do not travel’ level, citing 
a spike in violent crimes in the 
French-speaking Caribbean na-
tion.

The advisory, updated yester-
day to reflect the change, stat-
ed: “Do not travel to Haiti due to 
crime, civil unrest, and kidnap-
ping.”

This replaces the Level 3 “re-
consider travel” advisory that 
was issued on June 11, 2019.

“Violent crime, such as armed 
robbery and carjacking, is com-
mon. Kidnapping is widespread. 
Kidnappers may use sophisticat-
ed planning or take advantage of 

unplanned opportunities. Victims 
have included US citizens,” the 
updated travel advisory stated.

And amid political unrest in 
the country, the US government 
also maintained its previous note 
that demonstrations, tire burn-
ing, and roadblocks are frequent, 
unpredictable, and can turn vi-
olent; local police may lack the 
resources to respond effectively 
to serious criminal incidents; and 
emergency response, including 
ambulance service, is limited or 
non-existent.

The last time the US State De-
partment issued a Level 4 travel 
warning for Haiti was just over a 
year ago – on February 7, 2019 – 
amid civil unrest. ü

 X The OAS observer mission is among those expressing concern

US Elevates Travel Advisory for Haiti 
to Highest Level Due to Violent Crime
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Babel
Bethel
Bethesda
Bethlehem
Beulah
Cana
Damascus
Eden

Edom
Egypt
Endor
Ephesus
Gath
Gaza
Gilead
Jericho

Jerusalem
Judah
Judea
Moab
Nazareth
Sidon
Sinai
Sodom
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BIGGER 
IS BETTER

Get your customers' attention with
our EXTENDED full page ads

• All Sizes
• Full colour
• Great placement 
• Prices starting from CI$35
• Free Graphic design

For more information contact 
Ralph at 916 2000 or email 
sales@caymaniantimes.ky 
or Visit our new location at 
#19 Walkers Road
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