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Bus Shelters Post COVID-19 Messages

Young Caymanian promotes global “good news”

TURBULENT TIMES AHEAD BUT 
CAYMAN KEEPS HOPE ALIVE

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

By Lindsey Turnbull

Young football players and young jour-
nalists have teamed up around the globe 
to bring some good news to the world 
in a multicultural online broadcast, as a 
pleasing interlude from the doom and 
gloom news that Covid-19 has brought. 
Fourteen-year-old Caymanian Raeanne 
Leticia Ebanks-Hydes is the broadcast’s 
North America correspondent, repre-
senting the Cayman Islands with her 
short piece on fresh air music teacher 
Vito Biliti, joining children from places 
such as Guyana, Russia and Spain.

The broadcast was recently launched 
by the Good News Editorial Of�ice of 
Gazprom’s International Children’s So-
cial programme - Football For Friend-
ship (F4F).

 Raeanne (right) in 2018 during her time with F4F... Continued story on page 8

Boosted by a recent partnership 
among Rotary Central, local businesses 
and the Cayman Islands Government, 
simple but vital COVID-19 messages are 
now displayed in 22 prime bus shelter 
locations throughout Grand Cayman, 
where they can easily be viewed by the 
public.

Dr. Naude Dreyer of Rotary Central, 
who manages bus shelter signage, was 
overwhelmingly supportive of the initi-
ative.

"Rotary Central is glad to assist the 
Government with this effort! We would 
also like to give a huge shout out to our 
other sponsors who have kindly donat-
ed space to support this campaign and 
get these important messages out. Stay 
home and stay safe, Cayman!"

 Rotary Bus Shelter ... Continued story on page 5

The full scale of the economic challenge facing the 
Cayman Islands has been laid out.

Pledging that the government is committed to pre-
senting "the unvarnished truth", Hon. Minister of Fi-
nance Roy McTaggart said it was “disheartening for me 
to relay such bad news” in outlining the real impact of 
the economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic 
here.

Unemployment is projected to rise to between 11% 
to as high as 20% putting up to 10,000 people out of 
work, about a third of them Caymanians.

The economy is forecast to contract by up to 12%.

THE SHORT TERM OUTLOOK
According to Mr McTaggart, a best-case scenario 

modelled by the Economic and Statistic Department 
(ESO) would see the economy reopening by the begin-
ning of July with tourists returning by October of this 
year, albeit in small numbers.

It projects an unemployment rate of 11.6% contrast-
ed with the 3.5% jobless rate in 2019.

He said: “Under these scenarios, GDP is projected to 
contract by 11.4% with the unemployment rate rising 
to 11.6%. The number of displaced jobs was estimated 
at 8,859 (or an unemployment rate of 18.7%), of which 

 Hon. Minister of Finance Roy McTaggart... Continued story on page 3
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COMMUNITY NOTICE

Registration of 
New-borns Must Be Done 

by Appointment Only
General Registry is adopting inter-

im measures to assist members of the 
public register new-born babies dur-
ing the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic.

As of Thursday, 28 May, General 
Registry (the department within the 
Ministry of Financial Services which 
oversees this area) will implement an 
appointment system to complete the 
registration of new-borns. The process 
is as follows:

• Parents of new-born children will 
be contacted and information veri�ied 
over the phone

• Parents will then be given a time 
to attend the Government Administra-
tion Building (GAB) to sign the regis-
tration documents

• Where possible, out of an abun-
dance of caution, parents should not 
bring their new-born(s) or other 
children with them for the appoint-
ment

• Being on time for the appointment 
is important, if persons run behind 
schedule they must call the number 
provided by the Registrar to re-sched-
ule (there will be no exceptions)

• Based on current COVID-19 pro-
tocols, persons must ensure they are 
wearing masks before entering the 

building or else they will be denied en-
try

• Persons with an appointment 
should go to the front entrance of the 
GAB and a member of the security 
team will direct them from there

Persons should not visit the GAB if 
they were not given an appointment as 
entry will be denied.

In navigating this arrangement, Gen-
eral Registry is reaching out to parents 
based off of the contact details provid-
ed by the hospitals where the babies 
are born. Therefore, it is vitally impor-
tant that parents give the most accu-
rate and current contact information 
to their hospitals.

In addition, only the registration of 
new-born children is being processed 
in this manner. The receipt of hard 
copies for all birth certi�icates, as well 
as marriage and death certi�icates, 
continues to be done through the pre-
viously announced policy of online or-
dering and curb side pick-up. Details 
on this policy can be found on the Gen-
eral Registry website.

For more information on the Minis-
try’s initiatives, visit www.mfs.ky. To 
learn about the Cayman Islands Govern-
ment’s response to COVID-19, please 
visit www.gov.ky/coronavirus. 
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Tuesday, 2 June
12:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:30 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 AM Music Videos
6:00 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
6:45 AM Hi Tide
7:15 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
7:50 AM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
8:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
9:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 

10:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
10:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
11:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
11:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
12:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 PM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 PM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 PM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 PM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 PM Bible Time 
5:55 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
6:00 PM Child Month-Teen Panel
6:40 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
7:00 PM Child Month-Talent Expo
8:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 PM Music Videos

10:00 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
10:45 PM Hi Tide Music 
11:20 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
11:55 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings

Wednesday, 3 June
12:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 AM Music Videos
6:00 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
6:45 AM Hi Tide
7:15 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
7:50 AM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
8:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
9:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 

10:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
10:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
11:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
11:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
12:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 PM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 PM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 PM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 PM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 PM Bible Time
5:55 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
6:00 PM Child Month-Teen Panel
6:40 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
7:00 PM Child Month-Talent Expo
8:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 PM Music Videos

10:00 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
10:45 PM Hi Tide
11:50 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings

Thursday, 4 June
12:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 AM Music Videos
6:00 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
6:45 AM Hi Tide
7:15 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
7:50 AM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
8:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
9:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 

10:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
10:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
11:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
11:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
12:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 PM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 PM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 PM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 PM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 PM Bible Time
5:55 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
6:00 PM Child Month-Teen Panel
6:40 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
7:00 PM Child Month-Talent Expo
8:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 PM Music Videos

10:00 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
10:45 PM Hi Tide Music 
11:15 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
11:50 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings

Friday, 5 June
12:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 AM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 AM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 AM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 AM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 AM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 AM Music Videos
6:00 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
6:45 AM Hi Tide
7:15 AM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
7:50 AM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
8:00 AM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 AM Friday Focus

10:30 AM Married to the sea Nat Gallery
11:40 AM Covid-19 Interview with Danielle Coleman
11:55 AM National Trust Mission House
12:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 

1:30 PM Different Shades- Reagan's Honey Farm 
1:35 PM Cayman Arts Festival- A Retrospective 
2:15 PM Spotlight-National Trust Mission House 
2:20 PM Sustaining Older Persons Lecture 
3:35 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
3:55 PM Spotlight- Cayman Parrot Survey Spotlight Story 
4:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
5:30 PM Bible Time
5:55 PM Music Videos- Sean Hennings
6:00 PM Child Month-Teen Panel
6:40 PM Down to Earth with the Premier
7:00 PM Child Month-Talent Expo
8:00 PM Latest Coronavirus Press Conference update Re-air 
9:30 PM Friday Focus

10:30 PM Married to the sea Nat Gallery
11:40 AM Covid-19 Interview with Danielle Coleman
11:55 AM National Trust Mission House
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AS AT: 28 MAY 2020, 3PM
*A person who initially tested positive and who has subsequently tested negative for the COVID-19 virus in two tests done at least 24 hours apart 14 days
after their positive test, or after their symptoms have gone away, whichever is longer.

Worldwide confirmed cases | Source: Johns Hopkins, 28/05/20, 2:30pm

Tested

Recovered*

5,931,112
Death
1

Total confirmed cases

Today’s confirmed cases

10,466140

670

Cayman Islands COVID-19 Dashboard

------------------------

The Family of the Late

JerryPanton
regrets to announce his

passing on
Saturday, 23 May 2020.

A private service will take place
2:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at

Bodden Funeral Service.
The service will be

 live streamed on Bodden
Funeral Service Face Book page.

Interment will follow in
West Bay Cemetery.

Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page
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2,772 would be Caymanian jobs. The 
scenarios are conditioned on the grad-
ual return of visitors (less than 20% of 
normal visitor levels that usually pre-
vails at the high tourist season) begin-
ning in the last quarter of 2020.”

The worst-case scenario presents a 
more dire picture with unemployment 
projected at close to 20% or around 
10,000 people out of work.

He added: “If international develop-
ments prevent the arrival of visitors to 
our shores for the rest of this year, then 
based on the economic projections, we 
would see a further uptick in the unem-
ployment rate and a further contraction 
in the ability our residents to earn money.

“Under this scenario with a July 2020 
lifting of most domestic restrictions, 
the income earning capacity (GDP) of 
these Islands is projected to contract by 
12.2% with the unemployment rate ris-
ing to 12.3%."

Mr McTaggart surmised that “as a re-
sult of the projected decline, the Cayma-
nian unemployment rate is projected to 
jump to 19.7% (or 2,981 persons), and a 
total of 9,582 jobs (or 12.3%) would be 
displaced.”

In both scenarios, GDP is projected to 
contract by over 10% year-on-year (be-
tween 11.4% and 12.2%).

This drastically contracts with the pic-
ture at the end of last year.

"We concluded 2019 with a thriving 
economy growing at about 3%, led by 
construction growth of 6.1%, hotels and 
restaurants by 5.3%, in�lation running 
at 5.7% and an unemployment rate at 
3.5%," he stated.

Tourism, which accounts for 20% 
of GDP, has been severely set back, al-
though the �inancial sector, the other 
main economic pillar, remained relative-
ly stable for now.

Construction and development pro-
jects are being relied on to ease Cayman 
out if the current economic doldrums - 
at best to stabilise the situation.

UPSIDE DOWN 
OVERNIGHT

“Ladies and gentlemen, we woke 
up in 2020 and met a different world 
with COVID-19. It turned our world up-
side down overnight and it will forever 
change it,” Finance Minister McTaggart 
declared.

The government has taken some steps 
interim to cushion the economic impact 
of COVID-19 via a series of relief and 
stimulus measures.

These, Mr McTaggart said, are ex-
pected to boost GDP value-added by 
approximately $184.9 million in 2020, 
an improvement in the GDP contraction 
from -11.4% to -7.3%. This translates to 
roughly 36% of the projected falloff in 
real GDP.

“As a result of the measures imple-
mented, more jobs will be saved, an 
estimated 1,468 jobs, of which 678 are 
likely to go to Caymanians.”

He voiced particular concern about 
the spike in the unemployment rate, the 
effect it is having on Caymanian families 
in particular, and the dismal outlook as 
presented in the scenarios projected by 
the ESO modelling.

THE HUMAN FACTOR
Underlining the gravity of the prob-

lem, Mr McTaggart, in response to a 

question from Caymanian 
Times, said it bothered him to 
see people queuing for food.

“Personally it does bother 
me to see my people in that 
position. I've never seen it in 
Cayman in my life. I grew up at 
a time where for the most part 
life was really good. The econ-
omy worked well. We were all 
quite prosperous and all ben-
e�ited."

He lamented that "now this 
is a very signi�icant impact 
on us all and you are seeing 
it. You are seeing hundreds 
of Caymanians now having to 
seek food from charities to put 
food on the table.”

Stating that the government 
“cannot do it all ourselves”, he 
said it will take the private and public 
sectors working together.

Mr McTaggart mentioned in particu-
lar "non-pro�it organisations really 
stepping up to the plate and assisting 
with food and delivering other services 
to those who are in need, saying he was 
"extremely grateful “to see the response 
of our people in giving and supporting 
these charities as they try to help.”

ECONOMIC IMPACT
However, he also noted that “depend-

ing on the outcome of the stimulus 
measures implemented and the timing 
of the opening of our borders to tour-
ism, the ESO estimates that our reve-
nues could contract to between $632m 
to $649m for the year.

“If this holds true, this would repre-
sent a decline in revenue of between 
$211m and $227m for the year, or 24% 
to 26%.”

Looking at the increased spending re-
quired to manage the COVID-19 crisis 
and the economic fall-out, it is calculat-
ed that “government could be faced with 
a de�icit of $250m this year.”

Government reserves have been put 
at CI$ 621m on a declining scale with 
the Finance Minister revealing that they 
have already "burned through $38.5m 
of our cash reserves."

"At the present burn rate that we are 
going through," he explained, "unless 
there is a signi�icant turnaround in our 
�inancial fortunes, it will be sometime, 
maybe the �irst to the second quarter of 
next year before we will start to run into 
issues before we might start to run into 
issues and possibly try and access the 
standby line of credit."

CREDIT ON STANDBY
Finance Minister McTaggart an-

nounced that as a fallback, the Cayman 
Islands is seeking a short term CI$ 500 
million standby line of credit which it 
would be able to draw down if needed, 
he announced.

He said the credit line “would only 
be a security blanket which would give 
Cayman the ability to access funding 
quickly if we need it.”

“In light of the signi�icant deteriora-
tion in governments’ �iscal performance 
and in order to give the country the 
�inancial security and build the resil-
ience that we need, Cabinet last week 
authorized the Ministry of Finance to 
issue a Request for Proposal for the es-
tablishment of a Standby Line of Credit 
in the amount of $500m for a period of 
18 months.

“This line of credit will be utilized, or 
drawn down, only if we �ind ourselves 
in the unfortunate position of having 
exhausted all of the cash reserves avail-
able to us.”

Approval for this will be required 
from the Legislative Assembly and sig-
ni�icantly, the Foreign and Common-
wealth Of�ice.

CREDIT RATING STILL 
HIGH

There was some encouraging news 
showing through when he announced 
that the international rating agency 
Moody's had maintained the Cayman Is-
lands’ high credit rating.

“Amidst this crisis our Islands' have 
become a beacon to the region, Moody's 
in its latest credit report published April 
13, 2020 maintained Caymans' Aa3 rat-
ing with a stable outlook, amidst this 
economic uncertainty,” he reported.

Mr McTaggart said: “They noted that 
‘prudent government planning has left 
the islands with �iscal space to deal with 
the economic impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic’."

“Those were the words of Moody's, 
not mine, he pointed out, adding that, 
“arguably, even the worlds’ largest debt 
rating agency has con�idence in our lit-
tle islands and our government.

Meanwhile, It will take a mammoth ef-
fort to bounce back from that according 
to the Finance Minister and it will take 
an “all hands on deck” to restore the 
economy to some semblance of equilib-
rium and growth.

He doesn’t see that happening until 
late 2022 at the earliest.

HOPE ON THE HORIZON
It was also announced that the gov-

ernment is working on a further series 
of measures aimed at easing the burden 
on residents and businesses.

They include:

• A low-cost loan program for small 
businesses most affected by the closure 
of the tourism industry.

Increasing community employment 
programs (NiCE and others) post-COV-
ID-19, using unemployed and displaced 
Caymanians.

• Expedited resumption of Govern-
ment’s 2020/21 capital expenditure 
program, focusing initially on the re-
sumption of construction projects that 
were in progress prior to the onset of 
Covid19.

This includes projects such as the Men-
tal Health Facility in East End, enhance-
ments to the road infrastructure by the 
NRA, and the John Gray High School.

• And, continuing with efforts to di-
versify the local economy, with a focus 
on agriculture for domestic food securi-
ty and resilience.

With the gradual reopening o the 
economy, approval is already being ex-
pedited for a number of key construc-
tion and development projects to kick-
start the economy, get people back to 
work and create jobs.

New opportunities in the growing 
virtual �inancial sector are also being 
explored.

Finance Minister McTaggart stated: 
"While the challenges are indeed enor-
mous and may seem unsurmountable, 
I would posit that our actions so far 
have left us in a strong position and well 
placed to eradicate COVID-19 from our 
community.

"We have been safely navigating the 
single largest health disaster in this gen-
eration, and this is a demonstration of 
this government's commitment to the 
lives and livelihood of all residents."

While battling COVID-19 and grap-
pling with its economic consequences, 
Cayman is also preparing for the hur-
ricane season (which starts Monday 
June 1st) and elections due in May next 
year. 

TURBULENT TIMES AHEAD BUT 
CAYMAN KEEPS HOPE ALIVE

... Continued story from page 1

 New Home Construction

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

- Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

- One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

- One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications.

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan
  Cellular:    345 326-9953
  Address: Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
  (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics)
  Email: seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!

DIY WOOD SIGNS TO DO AT HOME
 Over 50 Designs to Choose From  |  Free Island Delivery

All Supplies and Instructional Video included in Purchase  |  CI$45 Per Sign Project Bag   

Order online or over the phone: 640-9990 or click ‘shop’ at www.3girlsandakiln.com

!DIY WOOD SIGNS TO DO AT HOME
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Prospect MLA Austin Harris 
regularly makes the rounds 
of his constituency with calls 
and visits, however since the 
onset of the COVID19 Pan-
demic, he has been seen mak-
ing regular deliveries of Food 
Vouchers to the elderly and 
families in need. More recent-

ly he and his team visited 196 
homes delivering disposable 
protective masks in an attempt 
to keep the community safe. 
While planning to visit each 
home individually, MLA Harris 
was grateful for his close con-
nection to the residents of his 
home district.

"In Prospect I have estab-
lished a number of WhatsApp 
Community Groups that allow 
my constituents to not only 
stay connected with me but 
also each other," Harris shared. 
"Prior to COVID19, our com-
munity chat served well as a 
neighborhood watch tool, but 

since then it's been very useful 
to send out of�icial government 
advisories to large groups of 
people which enables them to 
stay informed."

While respecting social dis-
tancing, Councillor Harris also 
got to check in on his constit-
uents, who are also his neigh-

bors. "A great many have coped 
well and have understood and 
supported the life saving meas-
ures of the Government," stat-
ed Councillor Harris. "Others 
however feel frustrated and 
thus it is important to always 
have an open line of communi-
cation." 

Austin Harris’s Prospect Bond

A great big concert, featuring head 
lining singers and musicians from all 
around the globe will take place on Sat-
urday 30 May at 7pm – 9.30 pm, and 
is accessible online. It will support all 
those behind the scenes COVID 19 he-
roes, including �irst responders, and 
many different families in Cayman that 
have been hit by COVID 19, including 
those whose members may be strug-
gling due to job loss, or loss of business.

The concert, which can be accessed 
at https://motivationalmessages.org/ 
is the culmination of a series of positive 
motivational messages for millennials, 
and is being put together by three dif-
ferent groups, including Organizations 
collaborating on the project include the 
Ashley Shillingford Positive Living Foun-
dation (ASPLF); the Salt Light City Min-
istry, a local ministry focused on young 
millennials; the Ebenezer Seventh-day 
Adventist Church; and Cayman Acad-
emy PTA. The Motivational Messages 
team has collaborated with Resilience 
Cayman, BHAC and the Alex Panton 
Foundation.

The event will be a mixture of global 
music offerings and comedy. Interna-
tional artists will include winners of 
NBC's, “The Sing Off,” ‘Committed,’ ‘Oak-
wood University Aeolians,’ and ‘Paul 
Lee’ an artist of international renown 
who was invited to perform at the roy-
al wedding of Prince Harry and Megan 
Markle. Other stars performing during 
the evening will include the Williams 
Family from Bodden Town, and their 
angel-voices in four-part harmony, and 
Reggae artist Conkahra from Jamaica. 
There will also be a section from Dr. 
Dexter Thomas.

“As with the motivational message se-
ries, the concert seeks to focus on pro-
moting positive emotional health in our 
youth and First Responders who are 
facing unprecedented pressures, anxie-
ties and stress linked to the Corona Virus 
Pandemic. Not only will the concert fea-
ture the best in music and comedy, it will 
also feature a Positive Emotional Health 
segment by a trained Mental Health Pro-
fessional,” said Angeline Shillingford, who 
founded the Ashlely Shillingford Positive 
Living Foundation for Positive Living 
(ASFPL) with her husband, Dr. Andy Shil-
lingford in honour of their 14-year-old 
daughter Ashley who died during the 
Covid crisis and who battled anxiety.

“It is our desire to partner with the 
school and community to promote the 
Christian legacy of Ashley to ensure that 
as many students are equipped with 
the emotional tools necessary to live a 
healthy, productive life,” Mrs Shilling-
ford said.

The whole initiative is being led by 
Dr. Wrendon Timothy, well-known local 
youth and teacher advocate. Comment-
ing on the contribution of this Covid-19-

based initiative, programme organiser 
Dr. Timothy, who is also First Elder at 
the Ebenezer Church, said, “As a church 
body, other than the food donations we 
are currently donating to persons in 
need, we are determined to give some-
thing back to the community that is of an 
intangible but equally valuable nature.”

Persons interested in contributing to 
ASFPL may contact Mrs. Shillingford at 
926-1384. 

Local organisations collaborate 
on Covid-19 support concert

 Paul Lee and the Kingdom Choir

 The Williams Family from Bodden Town

 Conkahra

#19 Walkers Road
Ideal for a Small 

Professional Business
Board Room Facilities and 

Wi� available
$600 per month plus utilities

Contact Ralph at 916 - 2000 
for more information

 Dr. Dexter Thomas
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Recognising the importance of en-
suring the public is aware of the safe-
ty precautions everyone must follow, 
these businesses came together with-
out hesitation to help these impor-
tant messages reach those who may 
not, or cannot, be able to see or listen 

to them on other Government chan-
nels.

Being "Caymankind" is even more ap-
preciated during these dif�icult times 
and the outpouring of community sup-
port is evident across our Islands, ac-
cording to Christina Sanchez Lee, Direc-
tor of Operations for KFC in the Cayman 
Islands.

"As we work together to stop the 
transmission of COVID-19 in our Cay-
man community, we are glad to assist 
the Government with this request to 
share public health and safety messag-
es," she said.

The Cayman Islands Government 
thanks Rotary Central, Burger King, 
Café Del Sol, Cayman Turtle Centre, En-

gel and Völkers, Foster's, ITC Tile, KFC, 
Ocean Frontiers, and Thompson Qual-
ity Homes for their generous sponsor-
ship.

"This initiative would not have been 
possible without them," said Lisa Parks, 
Government’s Head of Strategic Com-
munications and Campaigns. “Stay safe 
Cayman – we are in this together!” 

Bus Shelters Post COVID-19 Messages
... Continued story from page 1

Cayman Enterprise City (CEC) has 
recently released its annual estimated 
economic impact report. The report, 
which was independently compiled by 
Berman Fisher, estimates the 2019 im-
pact of the CEC special economic zones 
project on the local economy to have 
exceed USD $50 million for the second 
year in a row. This brings the CEC’s total 
local economic impact since inception 
to over USD $260 million.

“We consider that this result again 
proves the wisdom of the Cayman Is-
lands Government in greenlighting our 
project in the aftermath of the 2008 
global �inancial crisis,” said Charlie Kirk-
connell, Chief Executive Of�icer at CEC. 
“While the broadening of Cayman’s eco-
nomic base away from such a heavy re-
liance on �inancial services and tourism 
has always been an important part of 
our mission, the CEC project’s continued 
and growing contribution to Cayman’s 
economic diversi�ication effort and GDP 
has never been more important than it 
is now.”

There are approximately 240 com-
panies established within CEC’s three 
special economic zones (SEZs), which 
are known as Cayman Tech City, Cayman 
Commodities & Derivatives City, and 
Cayman Maritime & Aviation City. Of the 
240 SEZ companies, approximately 175 
are technology-focused businesses.

“Notably, the 2019 economic impact 
numbers include a substantial increase 
in monies spent by CEC on its main 
campus development and on promot-
ing the jurisdiction and SEZs – as a plat-
form for growth, and as the ideal place 
for entrepreneurs to launch their next 
project,” explained Kirkconnell. “Our ef-
forts include our continued investment 
in programmes designed to help build a 
thriving local knowledge-and technolo-
gy-focused community and workforce. 
This commitment includes a �ive-year 
investment as the Founding Partner of 
the Digital Cayman initiative.”

While the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic will present some signi�icant 
challenges, Kirkconnell says that, “CEC 
is determined not to pause or cancel its 
programmes but rather to change the 

way they are delivered.” The company’s 
internship and mentorship programmes 
are now offered remotely, as are CEC’s 
popular “Tech Talks” series, profession-
ally led workshops for businesses, and 
soft-skills training programmes. CEC 
has also launched a code education fund 
to assist those interested in training (or 
retraining) for a career in tech, contin-
ues its efforts to help local candidates 
�ind available job opportunities, and is 
assisting with the effort to source donat-
ed computers for students in need.

“CEC understands its role within 
Cayman’s economy very well and we 
are committed to delivering a �irst-rate 
product that stays true to our mission,” 
added Kirkconnell. “By continuing on 
this path, we project that the already 
signi�icant impact of our project will be-

come more and more substantial in the 
years ahead and will in turn help drive 
much needed economic growth for the 
country.”

For more information about CEC 
visit www.caymanenterprisecity.com 
or email innovate@caymanenter-
prisecity.com. 

Cayman Enterprise City’s 
Economic Impact is US$260 Million

 Charlie Kirkconnell, Chief Executive Officer at Cayman Enterprise City

Caymanian
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

- Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

- One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

- One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications.

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan
  Cellular:    345 326-9953
  Address: Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
  (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics)
  Email: seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri
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The Chairman of the Liquor Licensing 
Board advises the public of the Liquor 
Licensing Board quarterly meeting to be 
held on Friday, June 26, 2020.

Application forms are now being ac-
cepted and can be found at http://www.
dci.gov.ky/documents/2019-01-12-
07-27-02-Liquor-Licence-Application-
Form.pdf. Forms should be submitted 
via email no later than June 5, 2020 to 
info@dci.gov.ky to be considered for 
this meeting. Once the application is 
reviewed, the applicant will be sent an 
email with an electronic payment form 
to process the relevant fees. Payments 
must be made with debit or credit card 
only.

Applications submitted after June 
5, 2020 will be scheduled for the next 
quarterly session.

Applicants for new licences are re-
quired to attend before the Board at 
the time of the session, details of the 
time and meeting room will be provid-
ed directly to applicants who have suc-
cessfully submitted applications for the 
quarterly session. 

LIQUOR LICENSING BOARD 
QUARTERLY MEETING - JUNE 26, 2020

The Cayman Islands Postal Service 
(CIPS) advises customers that through-
out the month of April, some mail nor-
mally received by CIPS was instead sent 
to the Islands via courier.

Noting that CIPS received no items 
from overseas in April, of�icials suggest 
that customers review any electronic 
tracking records that show activity in 
the Cayman Islands in April. Where the 

activity record shows "gateway hold" 
or "turned over to broker" customers 
should carefully check for a courier 
tracking number.

If emails display a courier number, 
customers should contact the courier 
immediately, as they may be waiting 
for the addressee to provide an invoice 
that will allow the agency to clear the 
item. 

Post Of�ice Advises 
Mail May be Inbound 

by Courier

Buy and Sell
everything!

Call 945 8463 / 9162000  or  email sales@caymaniantimes.ky

ADVERTISE
HERE
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By Christopher Tobutt

Artists and musicians are free spirits, 
and they don’t like restrictions, such as 
those brought by the COVID-19 rules. 
Painters of landscapes and seascapes, 
or photographers who like to catch the 
hustle of town scenes, are naturally go-
ing to feel restricted. But being shut up 
on your own for long periods also gives 
artists the chance to explore inner land-
scapes; the re�lective world of the soul.

Professional painter and sculptor Art-
ist Al Ebanks has been using the time to 
delve more deeply into the nature of hu-
man interactions. “In this human world, 
we always rise to overcome and I am no 
different. I started on a new series of art, 
called “Unmasked.” When the mask is 
taken off, the true colors and character 
come to light. Sometimes it's not a beau-
tiful picture, in this series, I used subti-
tles, like empty space. It's a natural se-
lection, for the human to �ind their own 
space.” About one of his new paintings, 
entitled Domino Effect, shows a stylized 
handshake: “In this current situation, a 
simple handshake can cause a domino 
effect,” he said.

June South-Robinson is an Inclusion 
Specialist, working with children, but 

she is also a well-established visual 
artist with her own distinctive style 
in painting: “For me, COVID19 was the 
unseen, unspeakable horror,” she said. 
“Living alone, here, in Grand Cayman 
also suddenly felt like the loneliest 
place in the world and the geographic 
distance between my children in the 
UK and my mother in Jamaica seemed 
to have become a yawning dark chasm. 
For the first time in my life I felt totally 
alone. So I started to paint, and write 
to make sense of the moment we are 
in.

“I do believe that art and storytell-
ing can help us come together, cope 
and heal in the face of grief and loss. 
It took me to that ‘quiet place’ – where 
nothing hurts, loneliness and worries 
are gone, and I inhabit a place of joy-
ful oblivion. That’s where the large 
painting, ‘Hope” came from. It shows 
a mother with her hands uplifted to 
heaven entreating for intervention, 
while surrounded by colours which 
symbolize peaceful hope.”

Helene Jones has many years’ experi-
ence as a photographer, and has found 
that the lockdown was a key to looking 
more closely: “There is a lot to capture 
from the smallest insect to the depths of 

a �lower. My backyard on Sundays has 
been a treasure-store where I �ind all 
kinds of things. At night when I could 
not leave the yard I look for things look 
the full moon or frogs to photograph I 
always bring my camera when I go for a 
walk, just in case I would see something 
unusual like a parrot �lying towards me,” 
she said.

Local painter, Zane Kuttner said: “In 
quarantine I have forced myself to push 
my limits while I can and paint that 
which I am usually uncomfortable with, 
focusing on colour and value; I am al-
ways learning and what better time to 
take advantage of the time given?”

James Geary is a local musician, a 
multi-instrumentalist, singer and song-
writer. Like many other artists, he has 
found the unprecedented times to be a 
source of inspiration. “Lockdown has 

provided me an opportunity,” he said. “I 
think pain produces some of the best art 
I have ever made and that has been my 
COVID experience as a musician…I've 
been able to tap into a creative that I 
have seldom experienced before, and it 
has produced a lot of written material 
and creative ideas.

Mr. Geary has also helped pioneer 
some online musicians groups, sharing 
music and ideas with one another: “My 
friend Amy Ki�lin actually introduced 
me to a group out of Canada who creat-
ed an online community to uplift people, 
so we thought it would be a good idea 
to start one here,” he explained. “We mu-
sicians have been very adept in collabo-
rating with one another while maintain-
ing social distancing. I really feel like we 
are helping to promote peace and sanity 
by using our gifts.” 

Local artists explore COVID 
dif�iculties and opportunities

 One of Artist Zane Kuttner’s paintings  Photo by Helene Jones

 “Hope,” by artist June South-Robinson “Mask,” by June South-Robinson

 “Domino Effect,” by Al Ebanks
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Anastasia Filippova represents F4F’s 
organising committee and she said that 
Raeanne participated in the F4F pro-
gramme in 2018.

“Raeanne was a participant of Foot-
ball for Friendship 2018 that took place 
in Moscow and she opens the fourth ep-
isode of Good News,” Anastasia advised. 
“We think she did very well and she is 
not afraid of being creative which is very 
important too. In her video, after saying 
her news, she catches a football ball; we 
didn’t include it in the episode but we 
took this fragment for a �ilm we will be 
creating by the end of the season. And 
she has already sent news for the next 
episode, so we will see her soon in Good 
News.”

Football for Friendship was start-
ed in 2013. Participants of the pro-
gramme are young players and young 
journalists – girls and boys aged 12, 
including children with disabilities. 
Young players participate in mixed 
teams, where they represent different 
countries, learn how to play together, 
and show what the world would be 
like without war and discrimination, 
Anastasia explained. Young journalists 
cover the events of the programme 
in the International Children’s Press 
Center and promote universal human 
values.

Football for Friendship is supported 
by UEFA, FIFA, the International Olym-
pic Committee, football federations, 
and the world’s leading football clubs, 
international charity funds, famous 
athletes, politicians and artists. The 
project has received many national 
and international awards in the �ield 
of social responsibility, sports, and 
communications. Over the previous 
seven seasons, the programme has cov-
ered 211 countries and regions, unit-
ed more than 6,000 participants, and 

gained more than 5 million supporters. 
In 2019, Football for Friendship set a 
world record and obtained the Guin-
ness World Records® title for the most 
nationalities in a football training ses-
sion in history.

Each year Football for Friendship 
takes place wherever the UEFA Champi-
on’s League �inal is held.

“Due to the situation with Covid-19, 
our �inal events were postponed,” An-
astasia explained. “But this year will 
be different; soon we will announce a 
new format for this year. Following the 
situation all around the world, we un-

derstood that we could do something 
useful even while staying at home, we 
can support all the world with good 
news created by children. Most of the 
correspondents are the participants of 
2018 season. We also have a couple of 
newcomers: some of them found the 
information on the Internet and want-
ed to join us. Also, we invited schools of 
journalism and different media for kids 
(newspapers, magazines, radio, TV) to 
support us.”

For the Good News broadcast, chil-
dren chose their personal topics of in-
terest, which are often football, sports, 

music, culture and ecology, Anastasia 
said. Raeanne’s news was about music, 
the next one will be about sports.

This campaign was specially made for 
social networks, so the broadcasts are 
posted on YouTube, Facebook and Ins-
tagram.

You can �ind Raeanne’s news piece at 
0:19 on the following social media:
• https://www.instagram.com/tv/
CAcpTN7AivF/?igshid=15a7mlusqbo4l
• h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
watch/?v=923929121367131
• h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=1MrxvFMD1OI&t=11s 

Young Caymanian promotes 
global “good news”

... Continued story from page 1

 Raeanne (left) with other youngsters participating in the F4F programme

Call 945 8463 / 9162000 
or  email sales@caymaniantimes.ky
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C A R I B B E A N  B R I E F SC A R I B B E A N  B R I E F S

Holness: I’ll impose lockdown again
Jamaica Prime Minister An-

drew Holness has warned that 
he is prepared to re-impose 
tough measures to contain COV-
ID-19 if the country's numbers 
begin to rise. Jamaica had 564 
con�irmed cases on Tuesday 
which included eight new cases.

The number of recoveries 
stands at 238, which includes 
more than 100 in the last week. 
There are currently 309 active 
cases.

"If our numbers change, for 
any reason - people stop observ-
ing the curfew measures, for ex-
ample, people start to gather in 
groups of 10, people who are ill 
deciding that they are not staying 
at home - all these behaviours 

could contribute to an increase 
in our numbers," Holness said.

But even as he spoke about 
observing the various disease 
prevention protocols, he con-
ceded that full-compliance and 
a zero-tolerance approach to 
enforcement is impractical.

"We are not going to be al-
ways successful and overly 
strict in what we are doing," 
Holness said in response to 
a question from a journalist 
about the lack of social dis-
tancing that was observed dur-
ing the Verzuz Battle between 
dancehall artists Bounty Killer 
and Beenie Man last Saturday.

"If we were to be brutal-
ly honest, certainly not at all 

times social distanced was 
observed during the perfor-
mances but from my recollec-
tion, the gathering orders were 
observed," Holness said about 
the entertainment event that 
attracted some 500,000 views 
on Instagram.

Holness said that Jamaica 
is doing well in managing the 
epidemic. He said that it is im-
portant that attention be paid 
on ensuring Jamaica minimises 
the effect of the recession.

"Yes, we are doing well but 
don't let our success become 
our enemy. Continue to faith-
fully follow the measures until 
we can declare this pandemic 
as being over," he said. 

Bahamas may be �irst 
to resume cruises

Bahamas Paradise Cruise 
Line plans to resume oper-
ations that could make it 
the �irst ocean-going cruise 
line to resume service after 
the global suspension of 
cruise operations in March.

The operator of short 
cruises between the Port 
of Palm Beach, Florida 
and Grand Bahama Island 
plans to resume cruises on 
July 25, just one day after the expected 
lifting of the Centres for Disease Con-
trols’ current no sail order.

Bahamas Paradise’s �irst cruise ship, 
the Grand Celebration will resume the 
line's two-night cruises with many new 
restrictions designs to address travel-
lers’ concerns and the anticipated CDC 
regulations to ensure the health and 
safety of the passengers and crew.

The ship will be capacity controlled 
reducing total capacity by 40 percent - 
to around 900 passengers maximum.

The news of the planned resumption 
of services came as the Bahamas gov-
ernment announced plans to resume 

commercial travel in and out of The 
Bahamas by July 1. The nation’s tour-
ism minister, however, has warned that 
despite the advantages the Bahamas 
has to offer being near to the US and its 
relatively low levels of the virus on the 
islands, that they are expecting a slow 
build up for tourism.

Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line also 
expects a scaled resumption. Its second 
ship, the Grand Classica, is scheduled 
to resume sailing on Oct. 3. The cruise 
line also plans to resume its sail and stay 
program with the resorts on Grand Ba-
hama Island, before then offering only 
round-trip cruises to the US. 

Flying �ish return to 
St Lucia

St Lucian �ishermen have 
started catching �lying �ish 
for the �irst time in years 
which means some of them 
will earn well out of it.

Fishers of Choiseul have 
been catching �lying �ish, 
which had largely disap-
peared from St Lucia's wa-
ters for over a decade, for 
two weeks now.

Gros Islet �ishers made a 
major catch of about 5,000 
which sold off in short order. Accord-
ing to the Choiseul �ishers, they have 
not yet made a major catch, but they 
expect to do so in the upcoming weeks. 
They made their �irst catch a few days 
after the major catch in Gros Islet.

Fisher Guy Phillips said: “We expect 
to make some big catches soon. Things 
are picking up. We never have enough 
�lying �ish to sell to the public. Every 
day people are asking for �lying �ish. 
It’s �lying �ish people want.”

According to Phillips, any �isher-
man who can make a few big catches 
of the coveted �lying �ish will become 
rich. Another �isher said: “Flying �ish is 
coming back and it’s a good thing for 
us.” He said �ishers also burn less gas 
�ishing for �lying �ish than other �ishes.

The disappearance of �lying �ish 
from St Lucia is thought to be relat-
ed to the prevalence of sargassum 
seaweed in the water, which disrupts 
their habitat. 

Chastanet is cautious 
to open economy

The St Lucia government 
has defended its decision to 
seek a four-month extension 
of the state of emergency say-
ing it allows for the authorities 
to move swiftly between phas-
es especially as the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) virus evolves.

“This would not be possible 
under normal circumstances. 
We can plan and be prepared 
for COVID-19 but all of us 
who watch the internation-
al news will observe that this virus is 
ever changing, and we need to adapt 
accordingly. Therefore our state of 
readiness today may be very different 
next week depending on the effects of 
its impact,” Prime Minister Allen Chas-
tanet told legislators.

Chastanet said that having exam-
ined the actions of countries in the 
Caribbean and internationally, a state 
of emergency is the best mechanism in 
securing timely and seamless execu-
tion of protocols and guidelines.

He said that a state of emergency “is 
no small matter” and comes as a result 

of a declaration by government in re-
sponse to an extraordinary situation 
posing a fundamental threat to the 
country.

“In our case, we face two funda-
mental threats; a pandemic and the 
risk of a �inancial/economic crisis. 
It remains one of the most, if not the 
most effective mechanisms in dealing 
with events which pose a fundamental 
threat to a country and it reminds us 
all to remain vigilant.”

Chastanet likened the virus to a 
hurricane “like no other that we have 
faced in this region”. 

Sheer Rocks diner 
goes mobile

Antigua’s Sheer Rocks eatery 
has been the most sought place 
to eat on the island for years, cul-
minating with the coved top slot 
in the 50 best Caribbean restau-
rants this year.

With the wide-ranging impacts 
of the pandemic, though, Sheer 
Rocks and its sister eatery, Cath-
erine’s Cafe, had to adapt. Now, 
the restaurants’ parent company 
Rocks Group has taken the restau-
rants mobile, with “Rocks Box.”

The food and wine takeaway 
and delivery service began life 
as a subscription wine service several 
years ago. Now, it’s come to life as an 
alternative to in-restaurant dining.

The offering includes ready-to-eat 
meals, meal kits, deli items and the 
company’s beloved wine selection — 
along with bottled cocktails, too.

And the menu is classic Sheer Rocks 
quality, from dishes like Truf�le Mac ’n 
Cheese to poke bowls to magret duck 
breasts and hand-dived king scallops. 
Sheer Rocks delivers to areas includ-
ing English Harbour, St John’s and Jolly 
Harbour. 

St Kitts proud of its 
low crime rate

St Kitts and Nevis can claim that is one 
of the safest places in the world because 
its crime rate has been trending down 
for the past two years with it decreasing 
by 33 percent from 2019.

Cromwell Henry, Superintendent in 
the Royal St Kitts and Nevis Police Force, 
said that 21 crimes were reported in 
2019 with only seven so far in 2020. The 
country’s population is 53,000.

He highlighted this during his pres-
entation on the National Emergency Op-
erations Centre COVID-19 Daily Brie�ing 
for May 26.

Henry compared statistics of crime 
from week 21 of 2019 and week 21 of 
2020. The statistics he gave were zero 
homicides up to week 21 of last year and 
zero for 2020 as well.

He said: “There was one bodily 
wounding and none this year. There 
were two robberies last year with none 

this year. There were seven break-ins in 
week 21 last year and there was only 
one this year. One sexual assault last 
year, none this year. Seven larcenies last 
year, �ive this year. Four drug possession 
cases reports, there was none this year. 
Six malicious damage last year, none 
this year.” 

Grenada quick to 
welcome yachts

Grenada is the �irst Caribbe-
an destination to welcome back 
yacht arrivals, its government 
con�irmed last week.

The �irst yacht arrivals re-
turned to Grenada since the is-
land closed its seaports to recre-
ational vessels in March. Grenada 
is facilitating yacht arrivals under 
strict health and safety protocols.

Of�icials from Grenada’s Min-
istry of Health are present to 
perform screenings of yachters, 
including temperature testing for yacht 
passengers. Yacht passengers arrive at 
a designated dock at Camper & Nichol-
sons Port Louis Marina.

Yachts seeking to arrive in Grenada 
must be pre-registered into the des-
tination’s database before being giv-
en pre-clearance. The yachts are then 
placed on 14-day quarantine at two ap-
proved locations.

At the end of the quarantine period, 
crew will be given formal immigration 

clearance, after receiving a negative 
COVID-19 test and health clearance.

Grenadian of�icials said it had pre-
pared provisioning protocols for the 
quarantine sites of Port Louis Marina 
and Carriacou Marine, for yachts need-
ing water, essential supplies and fuel 
during quarantine.

The government said over 700 yachts 
had been registered and scheduled; they 
will be facilitated through the plan over 
the coming months. 

 Andrew Holness fears a resurgence of the virus

 St Lucia is willing to extend its state of emergency

 Grand Celebration will resume cruises in July

 Antigua’s Sheer Rocks delights have gone 
mobile

 Fishermen in St Lucia can earn well from flying fish  Grenada is easing back yachts to the island

 Cromwell Henry is proud that St Kitts 
crime rate is low

C�������� T���� PAGE 9Monday, June 1, 2020 | Issue No 553
REGIONAL



Have fun 
with

C�������� 
T����

THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Amateurish
Ashram
Charisma
Charms
Chasm
Hampers
Machismo
Makeshift

Marches
Marshal
Mashie
Matches
Mawkish
Mouthwash
Schema
Shalom

Shaman
Shame
Shampoo
Shamus
Smash
Sphagnum
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Editorial

Tips of the Week 
Motivational Tip

The Power of Music
Do not underestimate the power 

of music. Music can heal the sick, 
mend the broken heart, relieve stress 
and even help you to live longer. Just 
ask some of our seniors who are still 
playing music and dancing. They will 
agree that music has added value to 
their life and also a few more years. 
After a long stressful day, close your 
eyes turn on your iPod or CD player 
and just enjoy the mellowing sounds 
of music. If you have energy left you 
may even dance a jig.

Live longer. Live happier. Live life to 
its fullest with MUSIC.

Health Tip
Drinking alcohol and Blood 

Pressure
Drinking too much alcohol can 

raise blood pressure to unhealthy 
levels. Having more than three drinks 
in one sitting temporarily increases 
your blood pressure, but repeated 
binge drinking can lead to long-term 
increases.

Heavy drinkers who cut back to 
moderate drinking can lower their 
systolic blood pressure (the top 
number in a blood pressure reading) 
by 2 to 4 millimeters of mercury 
(mm Hg) and their diastolic blood 
pressure (the bottom number in a 
blood pressure reading) by 1 to 2 
mm Hg. Heavy drinkers who want to 
lower blood pressure should slowly 
reduce how much they drink over 
one to two weeks. Heavy drinkers 
who stop suddenly risk developing 
severe high blood pressure for 
several days.

If you have high blood pressure, 
avoid alcohol or drink alcohol only 
in moderation. Moderate drinking is 
generally considered to be:

- Two drinks a day for men 
younger than age 65

- One drink a day for men age 65 
and older

- One drink a day for women of 
any age

A drink is 12 ounces (355 
milliliters) of beer, 5 ounces (148 
milliliters) of wine or 1.5 ounces 
(44 milliliters) of 80-proof distilled 
spirits.

Keep in mind that alcohol contains 
calories and may contribute to 
unwanted weight gain — a risk factor 
for high blood pressure. 

Also, alcohol can interfere with 
the effectiveness and increase the 
side effects of some blood pressure 
medications.

- By Sheldon G. Sheps, M.D.
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NoticEs

Air-Conditioned Storage 
Units - Kingbird Drive
Available for Immediate 

Rental
Various Sizes from 

80 sq. ft to 190 sq. ft
Please call: 326-3800

or
Email: bluebird@mylogic.ky

To help importers start using a system for entry declaration, the Department will 
start registering importers starting Monday, 16 October 2017.

The registration is required by the implementation of a new online electronic 
system for entry declaration. Effective 1 November 2017, the Cayman Islands 
Customs Department will implement the new system. This will require importers 
to complete and submit entries electronically to Customs using the new gateway 
portal COLS (Customs Online System). Importers will be able to access the portal 
through the website www.customs.gov.ky.

For individuals who have not yet received training in the use of the system, Customs will provide in-house training. 
However, before they can use COLS, importers will have to be formally registered and recognised as an importer by Customs. 

This will require each individual to come in and provide Customs with relevant information including a government-issued 
identification, e.g., driver’s licence or passport. Additionally, it will be necessary for companies and businesses to provide 
their business licence and/or companies registration including directorship.  

As a result, Customs will begin the registration process starting Monday, 16 October through 27 October 2017, from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday to Friday. Registration will take place on the 1st floor of Customs Headquarters, located at #42 Owens 
Roberts Drive (locally known as Airport Road). 

However, if they miss this period to be registered, Customs will continue to register importers during normal business 
hours. Although most importers were previously registered in the old system, it is necessary for all importers to be registered 
in the new system. Once registered with Customs, importers can then submit entries electronically and do business with 
Customs, without having to attend in person.  

Cayman Islands Customs Management thanks importers for their cooperation and understanding and looks forward to 
continued partnership.

Customs Registration of Importers begins

Services: Work Permits, Trade and Business Applications
& Renewal Annual Returns, General Letters

Please call for other services
  Contact: Susan
  Cellular:    345 326-9953
  Address: Unit #2, Grand Plaza 
  (Opposite Hi-Tech Electronics)
  Email: seagrapesecretarial1@gmail.com
  Business Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mon – Fri

Sea Grape
Secretarial Services

l Free Consultation - New Clients Welcome l Full & Partial Dentures

l Specializing in Cosmetic Dentures l Re-Lines/Soft Liners

l Dentures Over Implants l Athletic mouthguards & night guards

l Over 30 Yrs Experience l Denture Repairs while you wait!

Phone: 1-345-3249831
E-mail: debanksconsulting@gmail.com
Web: www.ebanksconsulting.com

EBANKS CONSULTING

Dale Ebanks
Owner / Manager

Passport Applications
Visa Applications
Work Permit Applications
T & B License Applications
Process Servers

241 Smith Road
P.O. Box 1661GT
KY 1-1109
Cayman Islands
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Mini size ad

$25
2" x 4"

Call 916-2000

www.CaymanHealthcareConsulting.ky

We offer consulting services for 
those who wish to open/renew

 a healthcare facility,
clinical research project, et al.

Our Services
Policy Reviews

Work Permit Services
Government Forms Assistance

Preparation for Inspections
Professional Registration Guidance

Training & Instruction
Compliance IssuesCompliance Issues

Case Reviews

Contact Us Today
345-916-9800

barrie@caymanhealthcareconsulting.ky
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   NOW!
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Buy and sell everything! • 916 2000 • sales@caymaniantimes.ky

DIY WOOD SIGNS TO DO AT HOME
 Over 50 Designs to Choose From  |  Free Island Delivery

All Supplies and Instructional Video included in Purchase  |  CI$45 Per Sign Project Bag   

Order online or over the phone: 640-9990 or click ‘shop’ at www.3girlsandakiln.com

!DIY WOOD SIGNS TO DO AT HOME

Buy and Sell
everything!

Call 945 8463 / 9162000  or  email sales@caymaniantimes.ky

ADVERTISE
HERE

Advertising
prices starting from

$25
per week

40,000 copies
distributed every

MONTH
across the Islands

Your free Guide to
CAYMAN BUSINESSES SERVICES

SPECIALS REAL ESTATE AND MORE

For more details email sales@caymaniantimes.ky or call 945 8463 / 916 2000 or visit our o�ce on #19 Walkers Road


