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There’s another twist in the Skylar 
Mack and Vanjae Ramgeet quarantine 
breach case.

The two who were sentenced this 
week to four months in jail in connec-
tion with Mack violating her quarantine 
conditions are now appealing.

The case is now attracting considera-
ble international media interest.

At the same time, the Governor and 
Deputy Governor have issued state-
ments reminding persons arriving in 
the Cayman Islands of the quarantine 
regulations in keeping the population 
safe from COVID-19.

It’s the second appeal in the case in 
which the two were initially found guilty 
in the Summary Court and ordered to do 
40 hours community service each plus a 
�ine if CI$2,600.

That sentence was subsequently suc-
cessfully appealed by the Director of 
Public Prosecution before Judge Justice 
Roger Chapple who sent them both to jail 
for four months each on the grounds that 
the original sentence was too lenient.

Mack was found guilty of tampering 
with the monitoring bracelet she was 

 Skylar Mack... Continued story on page 3

By Staff Writer

Despite declining for the third quarter 
of this year, a surge in imports is already 
being noticed for the latter part of the 
year.

The latest report by the Economic and 
Statistics Of�ice(ESO) shows that the 
total value of the merchandise imports 
declined between July and September, 
re�lecting decreased economic activity 
due to the global Covid-19 pandemic.

However, the Customs and Border 
Control(CBC) department is already 
noting a signi�icant increase in imports 
for the fourth quarter and the Christ-
mas season prompting it to extend its 
opening hours and remind importers 
of the various procedures they need to 
adhere to.

There were over 23,000 individual 
imports recorded for the month of No-
vember alone.

... Continued story on page 9

Minister Dwayne Seymour and Premier Alden Mclaughlin witness as Cayman Medcity 
Project Director Gene Thompson signs the contract for the new facility with government 
officials Nellie Pouchie, Acting Chief Officer, and Cabinet Secretary Samuel Rose

By Christopher Tobutt

The Cayman Islands Government an-
nounced a second (after Health City) 
signi�icant medical tourism project to 
be known as Aster Cayman Medcity at 
a press brie�ing on Monday 21 Decem-
ber. The major new development is a 
partnership between Aster DM, a global 
healthcare provider with headquarters 
based in Dubai, and the Cayman Islands 
Government. It will provide Cayman 
with a large hospital-type catering for 
multi-specialist needs, a medical edu-
cation centre for Caymanian students 
wishing to study medicine, as well as 
an assisted-living facility. The invest-
ment, in the region of 350 million US 
dollars, will proceed in stages, with 
ground-breaking for the �irst 3 year 
stage envisioned for the middle of 2021. 

... Continued story on page 2
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No site has been decided upon 
for the facility yet, but �ive 
different sites are being con-
sidered, according to Project 
Director Mr. Gene Thompson, 
who was present at the brief-
ing beside the Premier, Hon. 
Alden McLaughlin, and Min-
ister for Health, Hon. Dwayne 
Seymour. Also, present by 
Zoom! were Chairman & Man-
aging Director of Aster DM 
Healthcare, Dr Azad Moopen, 
and Deputy Managing Direc-
tor, Ms Alisha Moopen.

Mr. McLaughlin said that 
he was very pleased to be an-
nouncing partnership with As-
ter, which he said would result 
in a “New world-class,” facility 
in Cayman. The new facility 
would be in a position to offer, 
“Healthcare services to medi-
cal tourists, but also resident,” 
Mr. Mclaughlin said. It would 
take three years to complete 
the �irst phase, a multi-bed fa-
cility that could offer not only 
tertiary, but highly specialist 
quaternary care which Cayman 
residents have previously had 
to leave the island for, at great 
expense. There would also be a 
clinic built at Cayman Brac, he 
said. Phase three of the project 
would include a medical uni-
versity-type facility, and would 
be scheduled to begin about 
seven years after the hospital 
had been operational. “Local 
contractors will be employed,” 
Mr. McLaughlin said, “and those 
who come to work there will 
need homes and shops.”

The agreement includes a 
programme for local students 
interested in pursuing health-
care, as well as a substantial 
fund for scholarships, which 
was all part of the contract. The 
government has agreed a duty 
waiver on medical equipment 
and supplies, for a period after 
the facility is operational, Mr. 
McLaughlin said, as well as a 
5-year no-competition clause, 
which would prevent similar 
operations from setting up 
here, but would not apply to 

Caymanians or to established 
medical facilities.

Health Minister Dwayne 
Seymour said, “I could not 
be more delighted to see this 
venture come to the Cayman 
Islands. Thank you very much 
for choosing the Cayman Is-
lands over other destinations 
in the region.”

Alisha Moopen said, “When 
we came to visit earlier in the 
year we fell in love with the 
beautiful islands. I want to 
share my own excitement and 
how keen we are to get start-
ed. Once we become a part of 
something it gets our full com-
mitment.”

Gene Thompson Project Di-
rector said, “I gave long been 
an advocate or diversi�ication 
of our economy.” Health care 
and medical tourism in par-
ticular is something which re-
sists economic swings, he said, 
and is currently projected for 
a seven percent increase each 
year, Mr. Thompson said. “It is 
also unique in bringing people 
who stay in our hotels use our 
restaurants and use our taxi 
service,” he added.

Ralph Lewis of the Cayma-
nian Times asked the Premier 
“Do you see Cayman Brac be-
ing developed more for med-
ical tourism?” to which the 
Premier replied that much 
would depend on what the 
people of the Brac themselves 
wanted, as new facilities can 
put a strain on the infrastruc-
ture. Next Mr. Lewis asked Mr. 
Seymour about future devel-
opments. “We’ve always been 
looking for a third pillar of our 
economy and medical tourism 
seems to be the way to go it is 
proven it can work,” Mr. Sey-
mour replied. Finally, Mr. Lew-
is addressed Dr. Moopen ask-
ing if they visited other places 
in the region before deciding 
on Cayman. “We did a lot of 
research before coming to 
Cayman,” Dr. Moopen replied, 
adding that Cayman had been 
decided upon for a number of 
reasons, not least of which was 
its proximity to the biggest 
market, the United States. 

Major new 
medical 
tourism 
project 

announced
... Continued story

from page 1

EDITORIAL

“GLAD TIDINGS OF 
GREAT JOY.”

Luke chapter 2: 8-10
Today’s society are search-

ing frantically for joy in their 
lives. Some are searching 
for some joy for their lives 
but they are searching in 
the wrong places, the wrong 
things and the wrong people. 
They are searching for joy 
through drugs, alcohol, wealth, 
fancy cars, fame and fortune. 
And yet at the end of the day 
it fades into nothingness. So, 
the ultimate question is, “HOW 
CAN I FIND REAL JOY?”

First let us distinguish be-
tween joy and happiness. 
Happiness is a temporary feel-
ing dependent upon external 
things. Joy is dependent on 
Jesus Christ. The prophet Ne-
hemiah writes in chapter 8:10, 
“THE JOY OF THE LORD IS MY 
STRENGTH.” Why is the birth 
of Jesus Christ declared as 
great joy?

FIRST - IT WAS HIS BIRTH 
THAT USHERED IT IN. Notice 
the angels said, “Glad tidings of 
great joy.” Not temporary but 
ful�illing and everlasting joy. It 
was not for a certain group of 
earthlings but to all mankind 
no matter your race, creed or 
nationality. The angels said it 
most profoundly, “it would be 
to all people.” Do you have this 
unmatchable joy?

SECOND - HIS EARTHLY 
MINISTRY BROUGH GREAT 
JOY. When Jesus walked upon 
this planet of His, everywhere 
He went and everyone He 
touched received great joy in 
their lives. Joy came to blind 
who could not see, the deaf 
who could not hear, the dumb 
who could not talk, the lame 
who could not walk, the de-

mon possessed who was in 
the enemy’s clutches. Great joy 
came to all who witnessed Him 
raise the dead to life and deliv-
er people from Satan’s power. 
Notice in the Holy Bible in the 
gospels it records, “they went 
away walking and leaping and 
praising God.” Do you have this 
Great Joy?

THIRD - HIS DEATH WOULD 
BRING GREAT JOY. This is the 
ultimate purpose for which 
He came to the earth. There is 
no greater joyful and exultant 
moment than when a person 
comes to know Jesus as their 
Saviour. Jesus Himself declare, 
“I am the resurrection and 
the life.” Scripture also tells 
us that, “there is rejoicing the 
Heavens with the angels over 
one soul that comes to repent-
ance.” Imagine if at this very 
moment you pause and ask Je-
sus to come into your life, for-
give you of your sins and make 
you a brand new creature, the 
angels in Heaven will burst out 
into unspeakable joy. I recall 
clearly that momentous night 
when Jesus came into my life. 

The joy was indescribable. Do 
you have this unspeakable joy?

FINALLY - THE JOY THAT 
HE IS COMING SOON. Make 
no mistake dear reader - HE IS 
COMING SOON. Look around 
the world and witness the 
mind boggling things occur-
ring. Look around here in Cay-
man. The soul of the nation it 
seems is up for grabs. Signs 
of the times as prophesied in 
scripture are being ful�illed 
rapidly. Wars, famines, pes-
tilences, earthquakes, na-
tion against nation, kingdom 
against kingdom, delinquent 
children, idolatry, fornication, 
and adultery have gripped 
this planet that no one cares 
any more. Jesus promised that 
He will come again even as 
He said, “I go prepare a place 
for you, and if I go I will come 
gain and receive you unto my-
self? What assurance. When 
He returns it will be a time of 
GREAT JOY. Are you ready for 
this Glorious, joyful return?

On behalf of the team at the 
Caymanian Times, we wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas! 

Caymanian
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We thank you our Patients, your families, 
and the entire Cayman community for the 

Love & Support you have shown to our 
healthcare heroes throughout this year.

The HSA Board, Management & Staff 
sends our warmest thoughts and sincere wishes

for a Healthy, Happy &

Safe 2021.

required to wear while in quarantine, removing it and 
going to a public event to watch Ramjeet compete in a 
jet ski race.

He was also charged and found guilty as an accom-
plice.

The latest twist in the high-pro�ile case of the young 
American female and her Caymanian co-defendant for 
breaching the jurisdictions strict Covid-19 protocols 
now sees them appealing this week’s custodial sen-
tence arguing that it’s too harsh.

The Cayman Islands recently toughened up the 
quarantine laws with the maximum sentence now at 
CI$10,000 and two years in jail.

Mack and Vanjeet, who have both issued public apol-
ogies, are the �irst persons to be penalised under the 
more stringent laws.

There have been several breaches of quarantine 
since the government started a phased reopening of 
the borders in October.

Meanwhile, in separate statements on Thursday, HE 
Governor Martyn Roper and Hon. Deputy Governor 
Franz Manderson reminded of the need for persons ar-
riving in Cayman to adhere to the quarantine protocols.

Governor Roper said, “All of us have to show indi-
vidual and collective responsibility if we are going to 
effectively deal with this pandemic.”

Particularly appealing to travellers arriving in the 
jurisdiction he urged them to “please comply with the 
guidance and the advice that you are getting because 
it is really through your actions complying with all of 
that that we protect everybody in our community, par-
ticularly the elderly and vulnerable.”

Hon. Deputy Governor Franz Manderson stated: 
“What we are doing with Travel Cayman and the entire 

reopening of our borders, the major focus is to keep 
our people safe."

"The main thing for us we expect of people who are 
coming here to isolate is to be responsible, to be really 
part of the solution,” the Deputy Governor stated.

The case of Skylar Mack and Vanjae Ramjeet 
breaking Cayman’s quarantine regulations and now 
sent to prison has attracted international media at-
tention.

It’s being reported by a growing number of media 
outlets in the US, the UK, the Caribbean and elsewhere 
including The Sun and Daily Mail newspapers of the 
UK, along with ABC News, Inside Edition, People mag-
azine and others in the US as the case continues to at-
tract international attention.

It is understood that efforts are being made to have 
the second appeal heard possibly as early as next 
week. 

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ATTENTION AS QUARANTINE 
BREACH CASE HEADS FOR NEW APPEAL

... Continued story from page 1

On Wednesday 15th De-
cember, the Civil Aviation 
Authority of the Cayman 
Islands (CAACI) presented 
a donation to Acts of Ran-
dom Kindness (ARK). ARK 
is focused on improving 
the standard of living in the 
homes of the underprivi-
leged, ensuring that no one 
goes hungry or homeless, 
encouraging and providing 
education, aiding children 
and adults in life-threaten-
ing medical situations, and 
ensuring any matter of cri-
sis or suffering are eased 
by collective community support.

This donation, the �ifth of its kind 
was funded by the CAACI staff mem-
bers as a part of the monthly charita-
ble initiative to support those in need 
in the community as a result of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.

CAACI’s Deputy Director-General, 
Mrs. Nicoela McCoy remarked, “The 
CAACI is delighted to continue its sup-

port to those who have been impacted 
by the pandemic throughout our com-
munity and in particular at this time 
of year as we are in the Christmas Sea-
son. We are so thankful for organisa-
tions such as ARK which are commit-
ted to helping those in need. We hope 
that our donation will aid in the provi-
sion of goods and supplies to help lift 
the spirits of the recipients.” 

CAACI employees donate 
to local charity in response 

to COVID‐19 pandemic
Cayman Airways will be taking off from 

Owen Roberts International airport on 
Sunday 20th December, 2020 on a direct 
�light to Barbados

This �light was arranged by the Honor-
ary Consul to Barbados as Barbadian na-
tionals and others from Eastern Caribbe-
an Islands wanted to go home especially 
at Christmas. Some have lost parents and 
siblings during the year but were not able 
to travel to attend funerals or other family 
events.

This is a chartered �light and although 
organized by the Honorary Consul to Bar-
bados to assist Barbadian nationals, the 
�light will have on board, persons from 

Trinidad, St Lucia and Guyana, most of 
whom are heading home on a one-way 
ticket due to the current dif�iculty with 
employment. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
seen many persons losing their employ-
ment or having their salaries cut and al-
though the travelers have expressed their 
regret at leaving the Cayman Islands, they 
feel it is better for them to be at home 
with family at this time.

Cayman Airways will deliver passen-
gers to Barbados on 20th December and 
bring others back to Cayman that same 

DIRECT FLIGHT TO 
BARBADOS FOR 

CHRISTMAS

... Continued story on page 4

 (L-R) Representative of ARK accepts a donation 
from CAACI representatives
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The Ministry of Education, Youth, 
Sports, Agriculture and Lands (MEY-
SAL) reminds parents of govern-
ment school children that they can 
register their children for extended 
holiday programmes and activities 
further to the MEYSAL’s December 
11 announcement of available pro-
grammes.

Registration for the programmes 
and activities which range from one-
day events to two-week camps and ca-
ter to children from age four upwards, 
began on Friday, December 11.

Activities are being offered by the 
Department of Sports (DOS), Youth 
Services Unit (YSU), Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA), other 
organisations and government depart-
ments, and will be available from Janu-
ary 4-15, 2021.

Approximately 300 students have 
already been registered for the pro-
grammes offered, with the highest 
number of students registered for the 
YMCA activities scheduled at various 
locations across the islands.

Parents may register their children 
for these and other programmes and 
request transportation using the fol-
lowing link: https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/NSJ38HM.

Parents may also visit the YMCA 
website at http://www.ymcacayman.
ky/programmes/y-day-camps/ to reg-
ister children for its activities.

MEYSAL will continue to provide 
any additional updates through the 
of�icial channels for the latest govern-
ment news and updates.

For a complete list of organisations 
and government departments that 
may offer programmes and activities, 
visit www.gov.ky/all-news. 

The Of�ice of Education Standards re-
cently released their inspection report 
for Cayman Academy School, deeming it 
“good” in most areas.

The inspection, which took place in 
November of this year, is undertaken at 
least once every four years and usually 
involves a team of inspectors visiting 
each school for between two and �ive 
days. Inspectors use an agreed frame-
work to reach their judgements. Rela-
tively small by most school’s standards 
in Cayman, Cayman Academy has just 
324 students aged between three and 
17 years (16 with special needs), with 
30 teaching staff and 11 support staff.

The demographics of the make-up of 
students are more than 70 per cent Cay-
manian, with students also hailing from 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Canada, 
Ireland, Dominica, Honduras, India, the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, and the United 
States.

Teachers at Cayman Academy follow 
the new Cayman Islands National Pri-
mary Curriculum in the primary phase 
of the school and the Early Years Foun-
dation Stage Curriculum in the Kinder-
garten. The curriculum in the secondary 
phase is organised around the require-
ments of the Caribbean Certi�icate of 
Secondary Level Competence (CCSLC) 
and the Caribbean Secondary Education 
Certi�icate (CSEC) exams.

The report noted that students’ at-
tainment and progress in English and 
mathematics were good in all phases, 

while science was good in the prima-
ry and secondary phases. The school’s 
strong, positive culture and Christian 
ethos across all phases led to positive 
attitudes to learning, good behaviour 
and students’ good citizenship skills, it 
noted, while also pointing out the qual-
ity of teaching, especially in the second-
ary phase. Inspectors found the use of 
information technology was integrated 
effectively across the curriculum and 
that they accurately self-evaluated the 
school’s strengths and weaknesses. 
Room for improvement could be found 
with the inspectors recommending that 
CSEC examinations should be undertak-
en in Year 11 forthwith. More opportu-
nities for students in the Kindergarten 
were needed to experience investiga-
tive work, especially in science, to bet-
ter promote their progress, while the 
school needed to also ensure that all 
teachers planned their lessons effective-
ly to meet the needs of different groups 
of students.

Inspectors also recommended that 
the school improve the leadership of 
special educational needs by writing 
clear individual educational plans with 
personalised targets that are reviewed 
regularly and shared with parents and 
teachers.

Its overall evaluation was “good” and 
the inspectors noted in particular that it 
performed well in all major aspects of its 
work and the capacity of the school to im-
prove further continued to be good. 

Cayman Academy 
does well in OES 

inspection

MEYSAL Reminds Parents to 
Sign up Government School 

Students for Extended 
Holiday Programmes

day. Similarly, on 3rd January 2021 
when the �inal legs of the �light take 
place, passengers who would have 
spent the Christmas holidays in Barba-
dos will return on the �light and go into 
their mandatory two week quarantine 
period.

Ms Gooding-Michelin, Consul to Bar-
bados said that even at this late stage 
there is still an interest in getting on 
board! Everyone is conscious that cov-

id-19 is still very real and she is sure 
that they will take all precautions to 
keep themselves and others around 
them safe. She wishes everyone a won-
derful Christmas with their families 
and hopes that 2021 will be a much 
better year for all. She adds that she 
hopes Cayman Airways will consider a 
direct �light to Barbados as part of its 
normal schedule in future.

To receive further information, 
email the Barbados Consulate Of�ice at 
Barbcon2@gmail.com 

... Continued story from page 3

DIRECT FLIGHT TO 
BARBADOS FOR CHRISTMAS

The rapid spread of a mutat-
ed strain of the COVID-19 virus 
prompted an immediate deci-
sion on Saturday after by the 
UK government to put London 
and South East England into 
new Tier 4 restrictions...techni-
cally a lockdown.

This means that persons in 
those areas are barred from 
mixing households and are re-
stricted to leaving their homes 
for only essential reasons.

The decision announced by 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
came just days after he spoke 
of “having a small Christmas” 
and suggesting that it would 
be “inhuman to cancel Christ-
mas”.

But on a cold and dreary Sat-
urday afternoon in the UK that 

was the tiding of not great joy 
that the Prime Minister brought 
in the wake of evidence that 
a new strain of the virus was 
spreading rapidly.

“It is with a heavy heart that I 
must tell you we cannot contin-
ue with Christmas as planned," 
Mr Johnson intoned at a news 
conference on Saturday.

Wales and Scotland, which 
have their own governments, 
also announced tighter restric-
tions on Saturday with Wales 
going into a full lockdown from 
Saturday night.

Earlier in the week, Mr John-
son resisted calls to tighten 
the measures in place then, in 
which some parts of London 
and elsewhere in England were 
under Tier 3 allowing some 

minimal mixing of households 
for the Christmas period.

With areas in Tier 4 now re-
quired to stay at home, the pre-
vious �ive-day easing of restric-

tions over the festive has now 
been limited to one day for the 
rest of England.

He said then that people 
should exercise personal re-

sponsibility, minimise social 
contacts, and delaying visiting 
elderly relatives until after they 
have been vaccinated.

However, with concern over 
the new strain of the COVID-19 
virus said to be responsible for 
a spike in cases the abrupt an-
nouncement came late on Sat-
urday afternoon (UK time) to 
impose the harsher measures.

It is also presently uncertain 
how effective the new vaccines 
now being rolled out against the 
original strain of COVID-19 will 
be against the new mutation.

Mr Johnson has been criti-
cised for not acting sooner and 
there are calls for the UK Par-
liament to be recalled from its 
Christmas vacation to debate 
the current crisis. 

NEW COVID STRAIN FORCES 
URGENT DRASTIC MEASURES IN UK

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

Baytown Plaza. West bay Road
Phone Repairs 943-2355     |     Phone Retail 945-2355

Email - info@cellularworld.ky

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDSSEASON’S GREETINGS TO CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS
FromFrom

CHAMPION HOUSECHAMPION HOUSE
………. Caribbean cuisine at its fi nest ……..………. Caribbean cuisine at its fi nest ……..

We will be opened for Brunch on CHRISTMAS DAY from 8am – 5pm.We will be opened for Brunch on CHRISTMAS DAY from 8am – 5pm.
Bring your family to enjoy our delicious Christmas menu.Bring your family to enjoy our delicious Christmas menu.

Closed on Boxing Day – 26 December.Closed on Boxing Day – 26 December.
Call 916 – 5736 or email Call 916 – 5736 or email chamrest@candw.kychamrest@candw.ky to make your reservations. to make your reservations.
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DVDL Opening Hours 
to 2021

The Department of 
Vehicle and Drivers’ Li-
censing (DVDL) would 
like to notify the public 
of the upcoming opening 
hours:

All DVDL locations
• Friday, 18 Decem-

ber – All of�ices closed
for staff function

• Thursday, 24 De-
cember – All of�ices 
open at 8:30 a.m. close at 
12:00 noon

• Monday, 28 Decem-
ber – All of�ices closed

• Thursday, 31 De-
cember – All of�ices 
open at 8:30 a.m. close at 
12:00 noon

• All of�ices will be 
closed for Christmas, 
Boxing (observed) and 
New Year’s Day.

Crewe Road location
• Monday, January 4 – Of�ices open 

for business as usual.

West Bay and Breakers locations
• West Bay and Breakers locations 

– will adjust hours of operation on 
Thursday, 17 December – opens at 
8:30 a.m. and closes at 4:00 p.m.

• Will be closed on Saturday, De-
cember 26.

• Saturday, January 2 - Of�ices will 
re-open for business as usual.

Customers are reminded that they 
can renew their vehicle licence online 
via DVDL’s website at www.dvdl.gov.ky 
or through the e-services portal www.
eservices.gov.ky. 

Voter Registration 
Deadline Extended

His Excellency the Gover-
nor, Martyn Roper has giv-
en his approval to extend 
the next voter registration 
deadline to Wednesday, 20 
January 2021.

This deadline is the last 
opportunity for the mem-
bers of the public to reg-
ister to vote before the 
2021 General Election on 
Wednesday, 26 May 2021.

“For some, 2021 will be their �irst op-
portunity to have their say in Cayman’s 
democracy including many who turned 
18 after 2017. By extending the dead-
line, we hope to encourage more Cay-
manians to come forward to register 
and exercise their right to vote in the 

next General Election,” commented Mr. 
Roper.

Individuals wanting to register to vote 
can contact their Registering Of�icer, 
visit www.elections.ky, call 949-8047 
or visit the Elections Of�ice at Bay Town 
Suites, George Town. 

National Attractions Holiday 
Closures Announced

The Tourism Attraction Board would 
like to notify the public of the upcoming 
holiday closures for the national attrac-
tions Pedro St. James and the Queen 
Elizabeth II Botanic Park.

Holiday hours are as follows:
• Thursday 24th December: Closed 

at 12 Noon

• Friday 25th December: Closed
• Saturday 26th though Monday 28th 

December: Normal business hours
• Thursday 31st December: Closed 

at 12 Noon
Both attractions will again reopen for 

normal business hours on Friday, 1st 
January 2021. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Puritan Cleaneгs & Daco Water Specialties
Would like to take this opportunity tо thank аll our

customers
for their continued patronage over the years.

НAVE A SAFE

AND А НЕАLТНУ
&

PROSPEROUS 2021

Merry Christmas
CLEANERSCLEANERS

Daco Imports
T/A Daco Water 

Specialties
Associate of 

Puritan Cleaners

ALL SТORES CLOSE АТ 5:OOPM
24th December & З l December 2020

ALL STORES WILL REOPEN АТ 7:30АМ
from 29th December- 31st December 2020
WE WILL REOPEN AGAIN АТ 7:30АМ

on the 2nd January 2021

WITH 3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS ТО SERVE YOU.
Savannah Countryside - ТеІ: 946.1884
ЕІgіn Avenue - ТеІ: 949 - 2452
Eastern Avenue Drive Тhru Rain or Shine - ТеІ: 949 - 7104
Email: puritangc@candw.ky - Website: www.puritan.ky

Professional Launderers & Dry Cleaners

Associate of Puritan 
Cleaners
ТeІ: 526 1038, 
526 1030 / 949.7104
www.puritan.ky

Premium quality for over 60 years - your
Launderers, Dry Cleaners and now

using the most popular and Eco - Friendly
Cleaning Solvents, Seamstress on duty.

You feel good
when you look

good!!!
OU.

- 711110000000044444444
k
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The Ministry of Commerce, Planning and Infrastruc-
ture has announced that Mr. Craig Maitland will be Act-
ing Director, Facilities Management Department, effec-
tive January 2021.

In his new role, he will be responsible for the lead-
ership, strategic development and management of the 
Cayman Islands Government facilities with focus on fa-
cilities master planning, budget management, general 
maintenance repairs and services, as well as telecom-
munications network maintenance.

Mr. Maitland is currently the Mechanical, Electrical, 
Plumbing (MEP) and Operations Manager in the De-
partment since 2017 with responsibility for the daily 
operations for the Government Administration Build-
ing, Cayman Islands Environmental Centre and the 
community centres across the Grand Cayman.

He began his employment with the Cayman Islands 
Government in 2006 as an Air-Condition Technician at 
the Public Works Department and later with the Health 
Services Authority, where he served as a Senior HVAC 
Engineer for over nine years.

Mr. Maitland holds an Associate Degree in Physical 
Science from the University College of the Cayman 
Islands as well as certi�ications in electrical, refriger-

ation and safety from the George Mason University, 
Virginia in the United States. He is enrolled with the 
Association for Project Management where he is cur-
rently pursuing a facilities management quali�ication.

Mr Maitland is a member of a number of professional 
organisations including the American Society of Heat-
ing, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, 
American Society for Industrial Security and the Inter-
national Facility Management Association.

Director of Facilities Management Mr. Troy Whorms 
stated that he is con�ident that Mr. Maitland will deliv-
er on the objectives of the Department. “Craig is moti-
vated by saving money for government. He is humble, 
intelligent and positively impacts government expend-
iture and working environment daily. He has high ethi-
cal values and is one of the greatest civil servants I have 
had the privilege of working with. Craig has a wealth of 
experience that will serve the Government well as he 
overseas FM and service delivery,” he said.

On his upcoming position, Mr. Maitland said, I am 
very excited to have this opportunity to continue with 
the excellent work of this Department to deliver high 
quality services and support our many stakeholders. I 
look forward to working with, and leading the team to 

contribute to the development of the Cayman Islands 
Government and help its continued success”.

Mr. Troy Whorms, leaves his post at the end of this 
year to take up an appointment in January as Acting 
Director at the Public Works Department. 

Acting Director Announced for 
Facilities Management Department

 Craig Maitland

The Ministry of 
Commerce, Planning 
and Infrastructure 
has announced that 
Mr. Troy Whorms 
will assume the top 
position as Director, 
(Acting), at the Public 
Works Department 
(PWD), effective Jan-
uary 2021.

Mr. Whorms will 
be responsible for 
planning, controlling 
and directing the op-
erations of PWD’s di-
visions, sections and 
units to ensure the 
provision of compre-
hensive, high quali-
ty services in a cost 
effective and timely 
manner.

As Director, he 
will also be respon-
sible for continuing 
the Department’s strong focus on the 
training and development of Caymani-
an employees by implementing robust 
succession planning and other oppor-
tunities for them to progress.

Mr. Whorms is currently Director 
of the Facilities Management Depart-
ment which administers and oversees 
the operations of the Government Ad-
ministration Building. He was appoint-
ed to the position in 2015, and has led 
his of�ice in �irmly establishing a rep-
utation for providing excellent service 
and achieving Cayman Islands Gov-
ernment’s highest annual engagement 
survey index of 90% in 2019.

During his early career, Mr. Whorms 
worked with the Public Works Depart-
ment where he gained extensive expe-
rience managing the administrative as 
well as technical aspects of projects, 
including dealing with contractors, 
budgets and staff. He has held several 
positions in the civil service including 
Assistant Engineer, Technical Assis-
tant, Assistant Construction Manager, 
Deputy Facilities Manager, Facilities 
Manager and Head of Department.

Mr. Whorms holds a post graduate 
certi�icate in public administration 
from the University of Liverpool, a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Con-
struction Management and an Associ-
ate of Science degree in Architectural 
Building Engineering Technology from 
the New England Institute of Technol-
ogy.

He has also completed studies in 
electrical and technology at the Uni-
versity College of the Cayman Islands 
and has a range of professional devel-
opment quali�ications including ILM 
level 3 certi�icate in leadership and 
management, facilities management 
professional from the International 
Facilities Management Association as 
well as certi�ication as procurement 
fraud control specialist.

Mr. Whorms is a member of the Cay-
man Islands Public Procurement Com-
mittee, International Facilities Man-
agement Association and the Cayman 
Islands Facilities Management Associ-
ation.

Chief Of�icer in the Ministry of Com-
merce, Planning and Infrastructure, 

Mr. Alan Jones has expressed immense 
satisfaction with the acting appoint-
ment of Mr. Whorms to the position 
noting, “With his experience and ed-
ucation, Troy is well grounded in the 
breadth of Public Works Department 
operations, and has very strong work-
ing relationships with the staff and 
stakeholders. Troy is a bright and out-
standing Caymanian who values col-
laboration and is solutions oriented”.

“His appointment will serve the 
Government well both now and into 
the future, as we move forward several 
major capital investments to support 
the needs of these Islands. I have full 
con�idence that he will be an outstand-
ing leader at the Public Works Depart-
ment, and the entire Ministry staff 
look forward to working with him in 
this important post,” Mr. Jones said.

In commenting on his new role, Mr. 
Whorms stated, “I started my career 
in the civil service at the Public Works 
Department as a summer intern and 
I am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve in this capacity within the Cay-
man Islands Government. I look for-
ward to building upon already strong 
relationships to support the Public 
Works Department, furthering staff 
training, professional development, 
providing the best outcomes, custom-
er experience and simply to make the 
lives of those we serve better”.

There are some 131 employees at 
the Public Works Department, which 
comprises of operations, �inance and 
administration, human resources, or-
ganisational development and opera-
tional support and major projects.

The Operations Division includes the 
Facilities Management Section which 
carries out maintenance on over 100 
government buildings; the Consultan-
cy Services and Project Management 
Sections which provide services for 30 
to 50 capital projects a year ranging in 
value from $25,000 to $15 million; and 
the Recreation Parks and Cemeteries 
Section that maintains in excess of 100 
government outdoor sites and public 
facilities.

The major projects section of PWD 
managed a capital project budget of 
over $750 million dollars in 2019. 

Government's �inancial reporting 
continues to improve and the focus now 
needs to switch to better budget prepa-
ration.

That’s the conclusion reached by the 
Of�ice of the Auditor General (OAG) in 
two reports reviewing the government’s 
�inancial management across 2019.

The government concurs.
The reports are titled “Financial Re-

porting of the Cayman Islands Govern-
ment: General Report 31 December 
2019” and “Improving Financial Ac-
countability and Transparency: Budget-
ing”.

The �irst credits the government for 
"sustained improvement in �inancial re-
porting".

The second report focuses on improv-
ing �inancial accountability and trans-
parency in the budget and makes 17 
recommendations.

Auditor General, Sue Winspear says 
“As the public sector is not pro�it-driven, 
the budgeting process is arguably more 
important than the year-end �inancial 
reporting."

She said, "While it is pleasing that the 
timeliness and quality of �inancial re-
porting continues to improve, focus now 
needs to be paid to bringing about im-
provements to the budgeting process.”

The current budgeting process was 
deemed to be “overly complex and 
time-consuming and does not focus on 
matching resources to the outcomes 
Government wants to achieve.”

“I believe that ‘less is more’, and pro-
ducing 2,700 pages of budget docu-
ments actually reduces transparency 
and understanding,” the Auditor Gener-
al concludes.

While the recommendations are 
aimed at Finance of�icials, Auditor Gen-
eral Winspear notes that two of the 
recommendations will need political 
buy-in, noting that “historically, supple-
mentary budget approvals running to 
millions of dollars have often been ap-
proved by the Legislative Assembly after 
the budget year in question has ended.”

“I strongly urge of�icials and MPs to do 
this in a more timely way and improve 
accountability to the people as a conse-
quence.”

The Auditor General said that “this 
will be helped if the Parliament shifted 
to more frequent and regular meetings 
as it establishes itself as a new, inde-
pendent entity.”

For its part, the government said it 
welcomes the recommendations in both 
reports by the OAG.

In response to the conclusions 
reached by the Auditor General, Hon. 
Deputy Governor, Franz Manderson 
pledges to "continue to make improve-
ments with regards to transparency and 
accountability in our use of public funds 
and, particularly, to make this informa-
tion more accessible to the public while 

we continue to strive to improve the ef-
�iciency and effectiveness of our overall 
processes."

“In Government," he said, "we take 
our responsibilities as custodians of the 
public purse very seriously; where we 
have been tasked with making improve-
ments in recent years, we have strived 
to deliver those ef�iciently and strategi-
cally.”

Mr Manderson said he was “pleased 
to see that the results of our efforts to 
improve our �inancial reporting have 
been recognized by the OAG.”

The government said it stands com-
mitted to working with the OAG on all 
matters, including improving its �inan-
cial reporting, to promote accountabili-
ty and transparency in its stewardship 
of public funds.

It points to a section of the OAG’s re-
port which says the quality of �inancial 
reporting has improved signi�icantly 
over recent years, culminating in all 
public bodies being issued with clean 
audit opinions so far.

Additionally, it also refers to anoth-
er observation by the OAG noting “a 
marked increase in the number of en-
tities preparing and tabling annual 
reports (as opposed to �inancial state-
ments), which improves the standard of 
�inancial accountability and satis�ies a 
key condition of the Public Management 
and Finance Law.”

The government says it “stands com-
mitted to continuing to make such im-
provements, including the recommen-
dation to enhance the timely submission 
of these reports.”

Earlier this year, the Ministry of Fi-
nance and Economic Development laid 
out in its Strategic Plan for 2021 to 2025 
the aim of strengthening Government’s 
“managing for results environment and 
culture,” including modernising the 
budget system for future budgets.

According to the government state-
ment, “this demonstrates the Ministry’s 
commitment to tackle the further nec-
essary modernisations outlined by the 
OAG and is already set out as speci�ic 
actions in the Ministry’s Strategic Plan.”

It says these plans include the launch-
ing of the Budget and Reporting Work-
ing Group in January 2021. That was 
initially established in early 2018 but 
placed on hold awaiting the completion 
of OAG report “to allow for any recom-
mendations to be incorporated.” 

CIG FINANCIAL 
REPORTING 

IMPROVING SAYS OAG

 Auditor General, Sue Winspear

Troy Whorms to Assume 
Top Post at Public 
Works Department

 Troy Whorms
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A Tribute in Loving and Blessed Memory of Our Dear Precious Beloved
Mother, Grandmother and Great-grandmother – Mrs. Valerie Merren, who

Left us for her Heavenly Home on 4th December, 1997, 23 sad years ago.

Until memory fades and life departs, Our Precious Mother & 
Grandmother, You will live forever in our hearts. 

 We have had many a lonely heartache and
We shed many silent tears, but always so many ‘Beautiful 

Memories’ of the One we LOVED so dear.

For each one of us you did your best,
Your LOVE was so great, and your heart was so kind,

A BETTER MOTHER and Grandmother, no one could ever find!

This time of year as the lights go up, and the 
Christmas Carols start playing,

Many precious memories continue to flow, and so many warm 
feelings from good times spent with you and other dear beloved 
family members who we shared so much joy and laughter with, 

and we were so blessed to be together.

Mama, you always loved Christmas; writing up Christmas cards 
and wrapping Special gifts for each one of us – which always 

brought you so much joy, and which we still miss!!!!  
We miss you greatly at Christmas and always.

Have a Merry Christmas in Heaven and a Happy New Year too, 
together with Our Blessed Saviour, God’s Angels, and other dear 

beloved family members.

Fondly and lovingly remembered and 
greatly missed each and every day.

We will forever hold you in our hearts and 
continue to have you on our minds.

LOVE FOREVER & always. Your loving and devoted children – 
Chasteen Bodden, Aline Wood, James Merren & all our families; 

Special Granddaughter – Merilyn Phillips
& children – Travis & Nikita.   

REST IN HEAVENLY PEACE, Mama.  Sent in by your
Loving and devoted daughter, Mrs. Aline Wood, & Son-in-Law, 

Cebert Wood, Sr., & our children – Cebert, Jr., & Gina, & Our 
Precious Angel son and brother, “Chad” - in Heaven

with you and other dear beloved ones.  
X O X O X O X   

Rest in Peace until 
we meet again.

Mama/Grandma Valerie

Loving and devote
Cebert Wood, Sr.

Precious Ang
with y

od, & Son-in-Law,
r., & Gina, & Our 

” - in Heaven
ones.  

A Tribute in Loving and Blessed Memory of Our Wonderful,
Loving and Devoted Grandparents - Mrs. Hettie Bodden, and

Capt. Rayal B. Bodden, Sr., who left us for their Heavenly Home
47 & 44 years ago, respectively, on 8th Aug. 1973, & 17th Dec. 1976.

Our Grandparents were part of who we are and 
all the things we know,

Their principles and values continue to 
guide us wherever we go.

Grandparents teach, guard, and love, and help us to see.  
They both lifted us up and cheered us on to be all that we could 
be, and ‘words could never quite express the love and praise 

they’ve earned’.

It took ‘Special parents and grandparents’ like both of you to 
be the Very Best in every single way, and that’s why after all 

these many years since you were both called to your glory; 
and, now at Christmas-time

This comes to both of you with all our love 
and a ‘World of Thanks’

For all the many things you each did for all of your 
grandchildren, Great-grandchildren, 

great-great-grandchildren, and other family
Members who all continue to love 
and remember and miss you both.

MERRY CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN, Grandmother-Hettie & Papa.

FOREVER in our hearts and greatly missed always. 
Rest in Peace Our Guardian Angels.

From all your loving Grandchildren, Great-grandchildren, 
Great-great-grandchildren and other family members in Grand 
Cayman, the USA, & UK.   Sent in by your loving granddaughter, 

Mrs. Aline Wood.  

   Capt. Rayal B. Bodden, Sr., MBE, JP       Mrs. Hettie Bodden & Capt. Rayal

A Christmas Tribute in Loving & Blessed Memory of Our Dear Precious Beloved 
Ones in Heaven  –  Chadwick Presley Wood, Edgar S. M. Merren, & Valerie 

Deanna Merren  - Precious Memories linger on.   Our Redeemer Lives!

Chad, Edgar, & Deanna, have fought the good fight, they have finished their 
course, and they have kept the faith.

Our Precious Angel Son, Brother & Uncle Chad, and Our Dear Precious Brother, & Uncle 
Edgar; and Our Precious Beautiful Sister, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother; 
Special Cousin, & Wonderful friend – Deanna, Dee, Aunt Deanna, & Our Sweet Smiling 

Nana, who all lived their lives to the fullest.  
We feel ‘Blessed and Richer’ now that they are all together in a much better place with 

their Lord and Saviour.

Their hearts were BIG, and their LOVE was true.  
Each one of them wanted the ‘Very Best’ for all of us and cared about everything we 
were going through.  CHAD, EDGAR, and DEANNA/Dee/Nana, all LOVED us without 

condition, and WE all LOVED each one of them the same.

May each moment of time you’re spending in Heaven this Christmas have a beauty of 
its own and May the New Year that lies ahead become the happiest you’ve ever known.

Missing each one of you terribly at Christmas and always.  
May God bless you and give you a Wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year in Heaven.  

Rest in Heavenly Peace Our Guardian Angels.

Always lovingly remembered, sadly missed; 
forever in our hearts and always on our minds.

Hugs & kisses XOXOXOXO and Lots and Lots of LOVE FOREVER and EVER  -
CHAD’s Loving & Devoted Mommy & Daddy – Aline & Cebert, Sr.; Brother – Cebert, 

Jr., Sister – Gina; Special Nephews – Jace, Chris, & Jaithan; & Sweet Niece – Skai; 
Special Cousins – Jeremy, Jesse, Carlos, Orrie, Kadie-Joy, Kadie Byrd, Merilyn, Travis, 
Nikita & Leon; many close & special friends, especially Reagan McLean & Ford Pierson, 

& his Co-workers.
Edgar’s & Deanna’s Loving & Devoted Sisters - Aline & Chasteen; Loving Brother – 

James & all our families; also, Deanna’s children, grandchildren & 
great-granddaughter; 

Special Cousins in Grand Cayman & the USA;  Nieces & Nephews; 
Special friend – Mrs. Gloria Bodden in Fla.; many other close friends, &

their Church Family at the Church of God (Universal).

Sent in by your loving Mommy, & Sister, Mrs.  Aline Wood & family.
Christmas will never be the same without our dear precious beloved ones, but God is 

everywhere.

  CHAD WOOD             EDGAR  MERREN              DEANNA MERREN

y

 Who’s beautiful innocent life
was sadly taken away 15 years

 & 9 mths. ago on 5th March, 2005

5th May, 2005; 
15 years & 7 mths.

 ago

24th Feb. 2019;
1 year & 10 mths. ago.

Her 2nd Christmas in Heaven 

GRAND CAYMAN LIQUOR LICENSING BOARD NOTICE

This notice is in accordance with the provisions of Section 15 of the Liq-
uor Licensing Law (2019 Revision) and Section 6 of the Music And Danc-
ing (Control) Law 2019 Revision which gives the Board authority to grant 
temporary licences subject to rati� cation by the Board at its next regular 
session.

LIQUOR LICENSING SESSION
Friday, January 15th at 10:00AM
Conference Room 2024, Government Administration Building,
133 Elgin Avenue, George Town, Grand Cayman

The following applications will be heard:

THE LODGE LTD.
Business: TEMPORARY RETAIL and MUSIC AND DANCING
Location: Block 12C, Parcel 350H18, H19A & B, The Strand, 46 Canal 
Point Drive, George Town, Grand Cayman

PHILLIP WILSON T/A ALFRESCO.
Business: TEMPORARY RETAIL and MUSIC AND DANCING
Location: Block 5B, Parcel 172, 53 Town Hall Road, West Bay, Grand 
Cayman

KRI PERFORMING ARTS SCHOOL LTD T/A KRI ENTERTAINMENT
Business: TEMPORARY RETAIL and MUSIC AND DANCING
Location: Block 14CJ, Parcel 2, Enverto Place, 98 Shedden Road, 
George Town, Grand Cayman

SPIRIT OF CAIMANOS LTD T/A CAYMANOS DISTILLERIES
Business: TEMPORARY RETAIL and MUSIC AND DANCING
Location: Block 20B, Parcel 317H3, North Sound Rd, Conch Shell 
House (Unit #3), George Town, Grand Cayman

Any member of the public who wishes to object to the aforemen-
tioned must do so in writing addressed to: The Chairman of the Liq-
uor Licensing Board, Department of Commerce & Investment, 133 Elgin 
Avenue, Government Administration Building, Suite 126, George Town, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands and/or Email: info@dci.gov.ky at least 
seven days prior to the date of the meeting.

Michelle Minzett - Business Licensing Officer II
Liquor Licensing Board of Grand Cayman
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Providing Cayman’s �ire�ighters with 
“a new way of �ire�ighting”, four new 
rapid intervention vehicles have arrived 
on island recently, along with three new 
tankers. Chief Fire Of�icer Paul Walker 
said the delivery of the rapid response 
vehicles meant Cayman’s �ire of�icers 
now had a “�irst attack” appliance, com-
plete with high pressure hose reels, 
that would mean �ires could be reached 
more easily and would be put out quick-
er and more effectively. Three of the 
rapid response vehicles are to be based 
on Grand Cayman and the fourth will be 
shipped to Cayman Brac, while the three 
tankers are to remain on Grand Cayman 
with a fourth on order for Cayman Brac.

Last week Home Affairs Minister Tara 
Rivers, Chief Of�icer Dax Basdeo and 
other senior leaders from the Ministry 
and Fire Service joined Chief Walker in 
taking part in the convoy that transport-
ed the seven vehicles from the Cayman 
Islands Port Authority to the Central 
Fire Station.

Minister Rivers said that the arrival of 
the new �leet, in addition to the aviation 
�leet that recently arrived to support the 
aerodrome side of the service, marked 

a complete change out of the domestic 
�ire service �leet of vehicles.

“Government has always recognised 
the value of ensuring that our Fire Ser-
vice has state-of-the-art equipment 
that it can use to make the necessary 
interventions that help to save lives,” 
she said. “Throughout the course of our 
term a number of signi�icant capital in-
vestments have re�lected the belief that 
the safety of our �ire of�icers is essential 
to the well-being of the Cayman Islands.”

The three tankers cost USD632,734.00 
each, while the four rapid intervention 
vehicles each cost USD271,711.

Chief Walker said the larger tankers 
would be a boost for the �ire service, 
particularly with the protracted inci-
dences that Cayman has experienced of 
late. The age of the original appliances 
had been a cause for concern as they 
had been breaking down frequently 
and causing high maintenance bills. The 
Chief therefore called the delivery “a 
fantastic day” and went on to say that 
he was even more excited about the de-
livery of the rapid intervention vehicles, 
which would really transform the way in 
which his of�icers could respond to �ires.

He said the rapid intervention vehicles 
would prove quicker and more versatile 
on local roads which are often busy and 
sometimes narrow. As a result, vehicles 
and crews would be able to arrive at in-
cidents more quickly with suf�icient �ire 
and rescue equipment to deploy safely.

Other rapid intervention vehicle fea-
tures include rapid cooling of �ires with 
high pressure hose reels producing very 
�ine droplets of water, as well as quick 

deployment of hydraulic rescue equip-
ment for rescues at motor vehicle acci-
dents.

Chief Walker con�irmed that he and his 
CIFS colleagues were very grateful for 
this signi�icant investment Government 
in these new �ire and rescue vehicles.

“This will help us to improve our 
service and maintain the safety of resi-
dents, businesses and visitors to these 
beautiful Islands,” he said. 

Fire service beefs up fleet

Members of the Cayman Islands Reg-
iment (CIR) received a full day of �ire-
�ighting training from the Cayman Is-
lands Fire Service (CIFS) on Saturday, 5 
December.

Over 50 CIR of�icers were trained on 
the use of �ire extinguishers and breath-
ing apparatus, search and rescue capa-
bilities, hose running and motor vehicle 
accident extrication.

“When working together as part of a 
major incident response it is essential 
to have a shared understanding of each 
other’s capabilities and competencies as 
well as operating practices. This ensures 
an effective and ef�icient coordinated 
response with safe systems of work to 

prevent duplication of tasks and to sup-
port shared situational awareness,” said 
Chief Fire Of�icer, Paul Walker QFSM.

He continued, “I am very pleased with 
this opportunity to share our expertise 
and to provide CIR colleagues with prac-
tical �ire and rescue experience within 
controlled and safe training conditions.”

“It was extremely useful for the men 
and women of the Regiment to have 
this opportunity to better understand 
the skills, systems and equipment used 
by the Fire Service. We look forward to 
working in support of CIFS in a number 
of areas, in particular Search and Res-
cue. I’d like to thank all the members of 
the Fire Service who were involved with 
the excellent training on Saturday,” said 
Lt Col Simon Watson, Commanding Of-
�icer of the CIR. 

CIFS Facilitates Regiment Training
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The CBC advised that “the expected 
trend for the season is that imports will 
continue to rise as the airport remains 
under limited departures and persons 
are not able to leave the island to com-
plete their usual holiday shopping.”

Meanwhile, tracking the pattern of 
imports to Cayman or a year adversely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the ESO notes a 10% decrease in the val-
ue of goods imported in the last quarter.

“Goods Import for the third quarter 
stood at $296.85 million, a decrease of 
10.2 per cent, as non-petroleum and pe-
troleum-related imports declined.

The ESO third-quarter report also 
pointed to reductions in imports of food 
items such as fruits and vegetables, 
meat, and �ish, and cereal by 6.6 per cent 
as well as beverages and tobacco by 0.2 
per cent.

However it said, machinery and trans-
port equipment, such as road vehicles, 
industrial machinery, and telecoms 
equipment was marginally higher by 1.7 
per cent for the quarter.

Additionally, manufactured goods 
such as building materials like cement, 
cork and wood and textiles actually 
grew by 12.3 per cent for the September 
quarter.

In a related report, the ESO records 
that the Consumer Price Index (CPI) fell 
by 1.6 per cent in the third quarter of 
2020 when compared to the same peri-
od in 2019.

Of the twelve CPI divisions, �ive re-
corded decreases, it stated.

“In the third quarter of 2020, the di-
vision transport recorded the largest 
average price decline in the CPI basket 
(6.9%). This was due mainly to the fall 
in the average cost of passenger trans-
port by air, which fell by 25.4 per cent 
while fuels decreased by 14.1 per cent.

The index for recreation and culture 
fell by 5.6 per cent in the third quarter 
of 2020, the ESO reported, attributing 
this to a 43.2 per cent fall in the price for 
package holidays (abroad).

The electricity index declined by 24.6 
per cent while water supply dropped by 
15.3 per cent. The overall housing and 
utilities index decreased by 2.8 per cent 
as a result, the ESO noted.

A comparison of the import patterns 
and overall economic activity for Cay-
man in the �irst and last quarters of this 
year paints an interesting picture with 
the year being book-ended by particu-
larly strong imports.

A considerable uptick in imports in 
the latter part of the year re�lects the 
strong performance of the economy be-
fore the crippling effects of the pandem-
ic hit in March.

According to the ESO, the Cayman Is-
lands economy is estimated to have in-
creased by 1.9 per cent in the �irst three 
months of 2020 before being negatively 
impacted by the closure of the borders 
in the latter half of March.

Meanwhile, the last quarter of the 
year is being driven largely by imports 

re�lecting the projection by the CBC that 
imports will continue to rise as the air-
port remains under limited departures 
and persons are not able to leave the 
island to complete their usual holiday 
shopping.

It has also been suggested that the 
rise in imports over the Christmas sea-
son could be linked to the emergency 
pensions payout to offset the impact of 
the pandemic on personal and house-
hold �inances of those eligible.

With import duties being a key com-
ponent of government revenues, espe-
cially with the decline in tourism, the �is-
cal de�icit projected at the height of the 

pandemic around May this year might 
now be offset to some extent by year-end 
and seasonal imports as a result.

Appearing on the Radio Cayman pro-
gramme Talk Today, Hon. Finance Min-
ister, Roy McTaggart offered a note of 
relief when he said: “The dire situation 
we were anticipating at the beginning of 
this year does not seem to be material-
ising.”

“A lot will depend in these last few 
weeks on how good the Christmas sea-
son is in terms of imports…all the things 
that Caymanians would normally buy 
during the Christmas season,” the Fi-
nance Minister stated. 

IMPORTING SOME CHRISTMAS CHEER

As 2020 draws to a close the recent 
welcome news of vaccines being rolled 
out as the much-anticipated weapon 
against the COVID-19 pandemic is being 
challenged for headline billing

with a series of related issues.
The discovery in the UK of a new 

strain of the virus, with several cases 
now being reported in continental Eu-
rope, is now commanding the attention 
of the political and health authorities 
and the public.

Already rattled by a second wave of 
the current strain of the virus, the Brit-
ish government and governments in 
Europe are rushing to put measures in 
place to prevent an explosive spread of 
this mutation.

The variant of the virus is likely to be 
a key feature of the lexicon of the pan-
demic - and our lives - in 2021 as much 
as coronavirus/COVID-19 came to dom-
inate 2020.

Said to be 70 per cent more infectious 
than the current strain of the virus, it is 
not yet known how this variant will re-
spond to the current vaccines now being 
rapidly rolled out in a massive global in-
oculation programme.

The good news is that early indica-
tions are that variant might not be as 
lethal as the current strain of the COV-
ID-19 virus.

In Cayman, as it is elsewhere, COV-
ID-19 has been a permanent �ixture in 
the news, political and conversation 
agenda.

And will be for some time to come as 
the jurisdiction gets ready to embark on 
its own large scale national inoculation 
programme.

Shipments of the vaccine from the 
British government are expected to 
start arriving here next month.

There has also been a noticeable up-
tick in the number of persons testing 
positive in the ongoing screening and 
quarantining regime since the borders 
were gradually opened in October for 
non-commercial �lights.

The strict isolation protocols have 
been broken in several instances with 
one case attracting huge internation-
al media attention after an American 
teenager was jailed for four months for 
breaching the regulations and circulat-
ing among the public.

The current penalty is CI$10,000 and 
two years in prison.

In what has become a high-pro�ile 
being reported by major news outlets 
around the world, the sentence is being 
appealed for a second time after a pre-
vious conviction resulted in a 40-hour 
community service penalty and a �ine of 
CI$2,600 for her and her co-accused.

(Lawyers for the convicted American 
teenager Skylar Mack and Caymanian 
Vanjae Ramjeet were hoping to have 
their appeal heard before the end of 
2020).

Not only in Cayman but globally, COV-
ID-19 and its offshoot variant will con-
tinue to make the news in 2021.

Christmas as we once knew it, is - at 
least for this year - a thing of the past.

With 2020 coming to a close, a second 
wave of the now sweeping across many 
countries, plus a new strain taking hold 
in the UK but showing up in several oth-
er countries, it is hoped that 2021 will 
bring better headlines.

In the interim, the Cayman Islands 
government - and governments globally 
- continue the intricate balance of ‘lives 
over livelihoods/health over wealth’ 
amidst the plethora of side issues this 
pandemic continues to throw out.

It’s not an easy task especially for 
small countries such as Cayman which 

are heavily reliant on both a global sup-
ply chain, especially the United States, 
for its consumer and industry imports 
and to maintain the sectors which form 
the pillar of its economy.

These are challenging times and it 
requires the full attention of the pol-
iticians (current and aspiring) and 
the pubic to the same degree that the 
pandemic is a priority issue for the 
medical professionals and ancillary 
staff.

We are living through a moment of 
history.

We can only hope that history is on 
our side, especially for the New Year. 

COVID-19 2021 - WE CAN’T LET OUR GUARD DOWN

1 Collision Involving 
Pedestrian

Shortly after 6:00PM on Wednesday, 
16 December, of�icers responded to a 
report of a collision involving a white 
Toyota HiAce and a pedestrian on West 
Bay Road, in the vicinity of Ernest Jack-
son Drive.

Emergency Services attended the 
scene and the pedestrian was trans-
ported to the Cayman Islands Hospital 
for treatment for serious injuries. He 
remains in hospital in critical but sta-
ble condition. A dog that the pedestrian 
had been walking also sustained inju-
ries during the collision, resulting in 
its death. The driver of the Toyota was 

uninjured, and the matter is currently 
under investigation.

Anyone who witnessed this incident 
or who may have any information is en-
couraged to contact the Traf�ic & Roads 
Policing Unit at 649-6254.

Yesterday, RCIPS of�icers responded to 
11 traf�ic collisions. The RCIPS is taking 
this opportunity to remind the public to 
exercise caution when using the road-
ways. Motorists must follow the speed 
limits and avoid distractions while driv-
ing, or driving while under the in�lu-
ence. Pedestrians are reminded to walk 
facing the �low of traf�ic, and cyclists are 
reminded to ride with the �low of traf�ic, 
and follow the rules of the road.

"We are asking 
motorists to be ex-
tra vigilant when 
travelling on roads, 
especially at night," 
says Acting Super-
intendent Brad 
Ebanks. "Make sure 
your full attention 
is on driving at all 
times. For pedes-
trians and cyclists, 
it is important to 
wear light-coloured 
clothes, and cyclists 
should have re�lec-

tors and lights af�ixed to 
their bicycles. These piec-
es of equipment can be 
found at most hardware 
stores, and taking these 
small steps will help make 
our roads that much safer 
for everyone using them."

Firearms 
Incident in 

George Town
At about 2:10AM on Sat-

urday morning, 19 Decem-
ber, the 9-1-1 Communica-
tions Centre dispatched 
of�icers to a report of shots 
�ired in the vicinity of a bar on Seymour 
Road, George Town. Of�icers attended 
the location and recovered a number 
of spent shell casings in the vicinity. No 
persons appear to have been injured in 
the incident.

The matter is currently under inves-
tigation and anyone who witnessed the 
incident or has any information is asked 
to contact George Town CID at 949-
4222.

Assault in George Town
Shortly after 12:00AM on Saturday 

morning, 19 December, of�icers re-
sponded to a report of a serious assault 

at a bar on Martin Drive in George Town. 
It was reported that several men were 
involved in an altercation.

A male received injuries to his head, 
arm and back, and was transported by 
ambulance to the Cayman Islands Hos-
pital for treatment. He has subsequently 
been discharged.

The matter is currently under inves-
tigation and anyone with information is 
asked to contact the George Town Police 
Station at 949-4222.

Anonymous tips can be provided di-
rectly to the RCIPS via our Con�idential 
Tip Line at 949-7777, or via our website 
http://www.rcips.ky/submit-a-tip. 

11 traffi  c Collisions reported last Wednesday
P O L I C E  N E W SP O L I C E  N E W S

... Continued story from page 1
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By Staff Writer

It’s now a lot easier for persons using 
wheelchairs to access and fully enjoy 
Cayman’s beaches.

Previously encumbered by wheels 
getting stuck in the sand, wheelchair 
users can now easily access several 
beaches thanks to new Mobi-Mats being 
installed by the government.

The Mobi-Mats which provide a �irm 
rubber surface down to the waterside 
enable wheelchairs to be rolled onto the 
beach with their traction designed to 
ensure a smooth ride and easy manoeu-
vring.

The �irst Mobi-Mats have been in-
stalled at Seven Mile Public Beach, Gov-
ernment’s House Public Beach and on 
the Brac through a collaborative effort of 
the Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports, 
Agriculture and Lands (MEYSAL), the 
Cabinet Of�ice, the Older Persons Council 
and the Persons with Disabilities Council.

A total of six Mobi-Mats will be in-
stalled on public beaches throughout 
the Cayman Islands as part of this initi-
ative.

Speaking at the installation ceremony 
for the �irst mat which took place on the 
eve of The International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities, Hon. Speaker of Par-
liament, McKeeva Bush, praised the in-
itiative and thanked the ministries and 
departments involved.

"I deeply appreciate what the Min-
istries and departments involved have 
done to make this a reality. Once the 
mats are properly af�ixed, that will re-
sult in their extended longevity, allow-
ing users to bene�it and have access to 
our amazing beaches and the sea for 
many years to come," Mr Bush stated.

Chairperson for the Council for Old-
er Persons, Lucille Seymour, also ex-
pressed gratitude to the Ministry of 
Lands for providing older persons with 
a method through which she said: "they 
can participate in swimming and pro-
viding a pathway to keep them more 
healthy and social."

"As an older person who loves the 
sea and enjoys the therapeutic bene�its, 
I urge all older persons to take up this 
excellent and bene�icial opportunity of 
going to the beach," she added.

Cathy Fraizer, Council for Persons 
with Disabilities echoed similar senti-
ments, on behalf of the Older Persons 
and Disability Councils.

Minister for (EYSAL) Hon. Juliana 
O'Connor-Connolly expressed her de-
light at the opportunity to contribute 
towards the nations' development.

"I am elated that through social engi-
neering, we have been able to move one 
step further towards the development 
of our country. Although we will not be 
able to install mats at every beach ac-
cess area, we will nonetheless do all we 
can to ensure that our senior citizens 
and the most vulnerable in our commu-
nities can access our beaches and enjoy 
their tranquillity," Min. O'Connor-Con-
nolly said.

Deputy Chair of the Council for Per-
sons with Disabilities, Mrs Alice Mae 
Coe, implored members of the public to 
use the mats with care allowing them to 
facilitate the enjoyment of the islands’ 
beaches by less-abled individuals and 
older persons.

Others in attendance at the ceremo-
ny included Hon. Tara Bush, Minister 
for Financial Services & Home Affairs, 
Chairperson for the Council for Persons 
with Disabilities - Ms Magda Embury, 
and representatives from the Ministry 
of Lands, the Cabinet Secretary’s Of�ice 
and other participating Ministries and 
departments.

A choir from the Sir John A Cumber 
Primary School sang the National Song.

MOBI-MAT COMES TO THE 
BRAC

A similar function was held at the 
Public Beach on the Brac with a good 
community turnout.

In attendance was the Hon. Min. for 
EYSAL Juliana O’Connor-Connolly, who 
is also MP for Cayman Brac and Little 
Cayman.

“The soul of a nation is measured by 
what it does for the upliftment of its el-
derly and more vulnerable in society," 
she remarked.

Mrs O'Connor-Connolly also encour-
aged the Brac community to "try to get 
those who have never been to the beach 
to come out, even arrange to bring them."

"I believe that for them this would be 
a life-changing undertaking,” the minis-

ter concluded exuberantly,” she told the 
gathering.

Also speaking was Hon. Deputy Pre-
mier and MP for Brac West and Little 
Cayman, Moses Kirkconnell who high-
lighted the health bene�its going to the 
beach.

“It is long believed that being in the 
waters aids in reducing sinus issues and 
even arthritis. Be proud of this Mobi-Mat 
for our elders and disabled in our midst. 
Surely Little Cayman is our list as well."

"Start going to beach!” he urged with 
a smile.

Mrs Annie Rose Scott, the Sister Is-
lands Representative on the Council for 
Older Persons said the Mobi-Mat project 
was very dear to her, adding that “it will 
encourage older residents to use the 
beach for medicinal purposes.”

She too expressed the hope that Mo-
bi-Mats will also be installed at other 
locations.

Delivering the Vote of Thanks Ms Ly-
nette Monteith praised the government 
for having the foresight to undertake 
this project all others who contributed 
to making it a reality.

Deputy District Commissioner Mark 
Tibbetts presided over the event as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies while District Com-
missioner Ernie Scott gave welcome 
remarks.

Aliyah and Aniyah Augustine, twin sis-
ters from Creek and Spot Bay Primary 
School sang the National Song and there 
were performances by The Layman E 
Scott Senior High School choir. 

Minister Juliana O’Connor Connolly and Ms. Magda Embury Esq. look on while Hon. Dr. 
W Mckeeva Bush, Hon Minister Tara Rivers, Ms. Lucille Seymour and Mrs. Alice Mae Coe 
secure the mobi-mat at the Seven Mile Beach

 (l-r) Ms. Lucille Seymour, Hon. Dr. W Mckeeva Bush, Hon. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly, Hon. 
Tara Rivers and Mrs. Alice Mae Coe stand on the newly installed mobi-mat at the Govern-
ment’s House Beach

MOBI-MAT ROLL-OUT

MobiMat rolled out in Cayman Brac

MobiMat rolled out in Cayman Brac

Members of the PWD team install the mobi-mat at the Seven Mile Beach
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THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions – forward, back, 
up, down and diagonally.

Alligator
Boa
Chameleon
Cobra
Crocodile
Frog
Gecko

Gila
Iguana
Lizard
Monster
Newt
Python
Salamander

Serpent
Snake
Toad
Tortoise
Turtle
Viper
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2 QUARTERS
Only 50 Cents

3 days per week
(Monday, Wednesday & Friday)

Caymanian Times 2021

Cayman still needs a daily local Newspaper

Be part of progress
www.ctimes.ky or info@caymaniantimes.ky

�New Upgrade�
�New Price�
�New size�

�Better Quality�
�More local News�

�Political Coverage� 
�Investigative Reporting�
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