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On Monday, 26 April, officers from our
Community Policing Unit joined staff from
the Education Department's Primary Inclusion Units, to assist in hosting a swimming session at the Lions Aquatic Centre,
for the students in the programme.
The Primary Inclusion Units assist Caymanian primary school students who are
having challenges at their home schools.
They work with the children and their
families with the ultimate goal of reintegrating the children back into mainstream
education. The programme is divided into
two groups: Little Stars for the younger
students, and Stepping Stones for the older students.
The RCIPS Community Policing Unit has
been working with the Primary Inclusion
Units for the past month. As part of the initial
session the officers were introduced to the
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Community

Duchess of York congratulates
young superhero

Fourteen-year-old Clifton Hunter High
School student, Trevor Carmola Jr, has
received an exceptional award for outstanding bravery, having rushed into a
burning house earlier this year to rescue
an elderly inhabitant. As a result, Trevor
has been recognised by both the Department of Children and Family Services and
the Duchess of York at Child Month’s first

event. Trevor found out he had received
these awards as the Child Month 2021
(High Schools) awardee during the opening church service at the Red Bay Church
of God (Holiness) which took place at the
beginning of May.
The Child Month’s superhero theme:
My C.A.P.E – Challenges are Passable for
Everyone, was particularly apt for Trevor,
as he had not only rushed into a burning
house to rescue the elderly man but he had
also promptly called 911, a true superhero in his community. Before receiving the
award, a video message was shown from
Duchess Sarah Ferguson congratulating
Trevor on his heroism and his award. He
also received a plaque and laptop from
the Department of Children and Family
Services Director Paulinda Mendoza-Williams, who said Trevor’s recognition was
one of the highlights of the child-focused
service.
Trevor was, she said, “an exceptional
young man”, having been the youngest
ever Proud of Them recipient (Community and Academics) at just 11 years old. He
is a Cayman Islands Cadet Corps sergeant
and was the Most Outstanding Overall Recruit and Most Outstanding Clifton Hunter
High School Recruit (2018). In the following year, he was awarded the Cadet of the
Year. On winning that accolade, he was
chosen to greet and welcome the Duchess
of York.

Attendees at the service included the
Governor, Martyn Roper, Deputy Governor, Franz Manderson, Premier, Wayne
Panton and Minister for Financial Services & Commerce and Investment, Innovation & Social Development Andre
Ebanks, along with Minister for Health
& Wellness, Sabrina Turner, Parliamentary Secretary (Social Development)
Heather Bodden, Parliamentary Secretary (Financial Services & Commerce)
Katherine Ebanks-Wilks and IISD Chief
Officer, Eric Bush.
Other highlights of the service included remarks by Minister for Social
Development, the Child Month Welcome address by DCFS Deputy Director
Rayle Roberts and the “Let the Children
Come” Matthew 19:13-15 sermon by
visiting Pastor Kim Evans. The service
also included two baby dedications.

X Investment, Innovation & Social Development
(IISD), Hon. Andre Ebanks
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X Hon. Premier Wayne Panton at Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast
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X Hon. Speaker McKeeva Bush Leads Audience in Song

ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
PREACHES TOGETHERNESS
By Staff Writer
With a theme of ‘Make the most of this
time: Develop the right mindset’, the 5th
Annual Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast
last Wednesday morning served to hopefully draw a line under the tensions which
characterised the recent general election
and government formation.
Hosted by new Hon. Minister for Health
and Wellness, Sabrina Turner, the Prayer
Breakfast featured scripture readings and
calls for the community to come together following what Hon. Speaker McKeeva
Bush himself described as “a bitter election campaign” during his presentation.
“It's time to lay down the sword and
pick up the plowshare. And so, I feel we
set the example early. The election is past,
the people's choices have been made, our
democracy is secured.”
Continuing in that vein, he said: “If our
house be so divided, our country will not
rest...God has been merciful to us. We must
not and cannot squander this new opportunity with pettiness.”
HE Governor Martyn Roper also reflected on the election campaign and again
urged the community to put it behind and
move forward.

“We had our own challenges recently
in the election where social media fed a
growing assertiveness and polarisation in
our society which we've seen across the
world and is unhealthy for our democracy.
I join the call of the speaker that we put
that behind us, I urge everyone, continue
to treat everyone else in our community,
dignity, courtesy, respect at all times, even
when differences are deeply held.”
Looking back at the events of the past
month, Hon. Minister for Tourism and
Transport Kennth Bryan, who offered this
perspective.
“In respect to formulating our government, there were some protests and some
strong words in social media. And it may
seem divisive but it depends on the eyes that
you see them through,” Mr Bryan opined.
“For me, I saw it as finally Caymanians
were starting to find their voice again.”
In a later remarks, Hon. Speaker McKeeva Mr Bush spoke of his confidence in
the new government and Cabinet to navigate Cayman through the many challenges
which he said the country faces, especially
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“We have a new, very young and dynamic cabinet,” he said. “We've come a long
way but we have many, many challenges,

X Hon. Minister for Health and Wellness, Sabrina Turner at Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast

let's not forget that. The reality is there, this country faces
tremendous challenges. Look
around the world. And you will
know what I'm saying.”
Acknowledging that “we want
to open up because we need
the money,” Mr Bush however
urged stressed the importance
of residents getting vaccinated
in order for that to be realised.
It was a message also delivered by Hon. Minister for Tourism and Transport Kenneth BryX HE Governor Martyn Roper at Parliamentary Prayer
an.
Breakfast
“It's very important that we
find the best strategies to keep
you safe. And based on the scientific infor- spect (that) but I would just urge them to
mation, vaccines are the only way that we speak to health professionals and seek obknow. So I ask of you, if you have not been jective advice. Speak to family and friends
vaccinated already, please consider it as who have taken it. I really do believe takGod fearing people. I ask you to pray about ing the vaccine is the Cayman kind of thing
it and I encourage you to think about be- to do for everybody in our community, and
ing vaccinated to keep us all safe.”
I hope everyone here will encourage othHE Governor Martyn Roper also high- ers to take it,” he said.
lighted the importance of the vaccination
The Prayer Breakfast also featured
campaign in an address that touched on scripture readings By Hon. Premier Wayne
several issues.
Panton and Hon. Leader of the Opposition
“Some people still have genuine con- Roy McTaggart alongside sermons by the
cerns about vaccines and we should re- local clergy.

X Rev Mary Graham at Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast
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Alexander McGrath 58th Caymanian
Attorney to Train at Walkers
Walkers is pleased to announce the admission of Alexander McGrath, who is the 58th
Caymanian to be trained with the
firm as part of its comprehensive
Legal Training Programme and
called to the Cayman Islands Bar
as an Attorney-at-Law.
Alex was a recipient of the
2016 Walkers Legal Scholarship
and in 2018 completed his LLB
degree at the University of Manchester, where he was awarded
an Upper Second Class Honours
degree. He went on to complete
the Legal Practice Course at
the University of Law in London Moorgate in 2019 and was
awarded a Commendation. During his studies, Alex participated
in three legal internships with
Walkers, where he spent time
with the Finance & Corporate,
Insolvency & Dispute Resolution
and Investment Funds groups.
While working at Walkers,
Alex developed an interest in
mentoring other young Caymanians who aspire to a career in law.
He has participated in Walkers'
Annual Career Fair and has made
presentations to students at the
Truman Bodden Law School and
local high schools.

on everyone he's worked with
in the firm and excelled in every
department he worked in during
his articles of clerkship. He has
an extremely strong work ethic
and will make an excellent addition to the Finance & Corporate
team at Walkers."
In his free time, Alex is an avid
rugby player and represented the
Cayman Islands in the Under-19
North American and Caribbean
Championships in 2018.

About Walkers

"Being the 58th Caymanian
to be trained by Walkers and
called to the Cayman Islands Bar
speaks volumes to the quality of
the Walkers Legal Training Programme," Alex shared during his
admission speech. "It is a testa-

ment to Walkers' commitment
to training and preparing young
Caymanians for a demanding, yet
very rewarding career as a lawyer."
Alex was articled to Walkers'
partner Colette Wilkins. As his

Principal, Colette was particularly pleased to be able to move the
application for Alex's admission
to the Cayman Bar before Hon.
Justice Williams. While doing
so Colette noted that, "Alex has
made a significant impression

CUC ‘s profits down

Cayman’s sole electricity provider, Caribbean Utilities Co, announced its net
earnings for the first quarter of 2021 and
they were down over the same period last
year. For the quarter ending 31st March
2021, net earnings were $3.3 million, decreasing $0.5 million over the same quarter’s earnings in 2020.
The decrease in net earnings was mainly due to higher general and administration and depreciation costs, which were
partially offset by higher electricity sales
revenues and lower finance charges, they
said. After the adjustment for dividends
on the preference shares of the Company,
earnings on Class A
Ordinary Shares for Q1 2021 were $3.2
million or $0.09 per Class A Ordinary
Share, compared to earnings on Class A

Walkers is a leading international law firm. We provide legal,
corporate, fiduciary and compliance services to global financial
institutions, investment banks,
capital markets participants,
Fortune 500 corporations, arrangers, promoters and managers, Magic Circle and AmLaw
100 law firms, accounting firms,
partnerships, trust companies
and other fiduciaries. We are
consistently ranked in the top
tier of law firms by all leading
global legal directories, including the Chambers and Partners
Global Guide 2021, which ranks
Walkers in 10 band one practice
areas.

Ordinary Shares of $3.7 million, or $0.11
per Class A Ordinary Share forQ1 2020.
Electricity sales revenues were up for
the first quarter of 2021, at $21.4 million,
which was an increase of $0.2 million
when compared to sales revenues for the
first quarter of 2020. The reason for the
increase was due to a 6.6% base rate increase which took effect on 1st June 2020
which was partially offset by a 6% reduction in kilowatt hour sales, CUC advised.
The Covid-19 pandemic, which hit the
economy in March 2020, was blamed for
a decrease in sales for the first quarter of
2021, which totalled 143.8 million kWh, a
decrease of 8.5 million kWh in comparison
to 152.3 million kWh for the first quarter
of 2020. While the pandemic still takes its
grip on the economy, CUC confirmed that
X CUC Headquarters

they would continue to focus on providing
a safe, reliable and sustainable electricity
service to its customers.
They also recorded no lost-time injuries
during the first three months of 2021 and
said that the reliability of service to customers was also still a major focus for the
company throughout the pandemic. The
Average Service Availability Index, the
percentage of time power was available to
customers, was 99.97% for the period.
CUC President and CEO, Richard Hew,
said he was very pleased that during first

quarter of 2021 there were no lost-time
injuries or significant recordable safety
incidents.
“During the period the company also
successfully completed the re-registration
of its environmental management system
to the ISO 14001 standard. The company is committed to the advancement of
renewable energy and continued its discussions with the Utility Regulation and
Competition Office to pursue a number of
initiatives under the 2017 Integrated Resource Plan,” he said.
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Batteries remain
suspected
culprits for
landfill fires
During the months of April and May the
George Town Landfill has experienced
three small fires.
These fires started within the surface in
recently tipped waste – therefore it was
likely contained within a load brought
to the landfill. Whilst no source has been
identified in each case, the issue of batteries in the waste remains a present risk and
high likelihood of being the culprit.
“We have been ramping up our messages to help the community better understand the risks of improperly disposing
batteries and the hazardous results this
can cause. Our team working the landfill
are our brothers and sisters and we urge
the public to help us ensure their safety
while they go about their jobs,” said Michael Haworth, Assistant Director – Solid
Waste, DEH.
Thanks to the quick actions of the
team at the Department of Environmental Health (DEH) along with the Cayman
Islands Fire Service (CIFS) these were
quickly isolated and extinguished but the
threat to safety remains particularly if
persons do not dispose of their batteries
correctly.
DEH aims to provide communities on
all three islands with the knowledge they
need to create best practices at home for
disposing of batteries.
For more on Battery Recycling Resources visit: www.deh.gov.ky under Recycling
to access full list.
The attached guide is meant to help the
public know what types of batteries they

are using and how to properly recycle or
dispose of them.
To learn more about how batteries catch
fire watch: Mythbusters: Will Crushing
a Lithium Battery Start a Fire? https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGYX9mkGLF8
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KNOW your BATTERIES - WHERE and HOW to
SAFELY DISPOSE and RECYCLE them

Battery Type:

Battery Type:

Mercury Oxide
and Silver Oxide

Common Uses:

Zinc Air

Lithium

Watches
Cameras
Medical Devices
Hearing Aids
Aircraft

Watches
Cameras
Handheld Electronics
Tire-Pressure Sensors
Alarms
Pacemakers
Remote Car Locks
Smoke Detectors

Dispose and Recycle:

Dispose and Recycle:

Common Uses:

Batteries can be placed in the Battery
Tubes located at the Supermarket
and Commercial locations.

Batteries can be placed in the Battery
Tubes located at the Supermarket
and Commercial locations.

Battery Type:

Battery Type:

Common Uses:

Common Uses:

Lithium-ion (Li-ion)
Cellphones
Tablets
Laptop Computers
Wireless Accessories
Power Tools
Video cameras
Handheld Electronics
Electric & Hybrid Automobiles

Dispose and Recycle:

Nickel Metal Hydride
Older Cell phones
Older Laptop Computers
Power Tools
Cameras
Handheld Electronics
R/C Hobby Vehicles
Early Hybrid Automobiles

Dispose and Recycle:

Battery Type:
Alkaline &
Zinc Carbon

Common Uses:

Smoke Detectors
Cameras
Toys
Watches
Handheld Electronics

Dispose and Recycle:

Batteries can be placed in the
Battery Tubes located at the
Supermarket and Commercial
locations.

Battery Type:

Nickel-Cadmium
(NiCd)

Common Uses:

Older Cellphones
Older Laptop Computers
Power Tools
Handheld Electronics
Toys
R/C Hobby Vehicles
Medical Equipment

Batteries can be placed in the Battery
Tubes located at the Supermarket
and Commercial locations.

Batteries can be placed in the
Battery Tubes located at the
Supermarket and Commercial
locations.

Dispose and Recycle:

Battery Type:

Battery Type:

Battery Type:

Automotive Lead Acid

Common Uses:

Automobiles
Motorcycles
Boats
Outdoor Power Equipment

Dispose and Recycle:

Batteries can be delivered to the
24 hour drop off site or recycling
processing area in the George Town
Landfill and Cayman Brac Landfill
during operational hours.

Electric Automotive
Battery from a fully electric
vehicle. Large Li-ion
dry cell, sealed,
rechargeable.

Common Uses:

Batteries can be placed in the Battery
Tubes located at the Supermarket and
Commercial locations.

Hybrid Automotive
Large, dry-cell
batteries, NiMH
and Li-ion most
common, sealed,
rechargeable

Fully Electric Vehicles
Micro Mobility Devices

Common Uses:

Dispose and Recycle:

Dispose and Recycle:

Batteries can be delivered to the
recycling processing area in the
George Town Landfill and Cayman
Brac Landfill during operational hours.

Hybrid Automobiles
Batteries can be delivered to the
recycling processing area in the George
Town Landfill and Cayman Brac Landfill
during operational hours.

Phone: 949–6696 Cayman Brac: 948–2321 Email: dehcustomerservice@gov.ky Web: www.deh.gov.ky
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LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS

CABINET AND
PARLIAMENTARY CODE
OF CONDUCTS COMING
In related news, Hon. Premier Wayne
Panton has committed to seeing through
the codes of conduct for Cabinet members
alongside a similar set of ethics rules and
guidelines for parliamentarians.
Addressing the issue during his government’s first press conference last week,
Premier Panton said both codes were being prepared for implementation.
He recalled his efforts at the forefront
of moves dating back over five years ago
as a minister and legislator to have them
instituted.
“Ironically, that's something that I had
sort of worked on and had in fairly final form
five years ago. It had never been taken up
but I think it probably needs some tweaking
now but I think we can move ahead.”
Mr Panton said he had already indicated to HE Governor Martyn Roper and Hon.
Speaker McKeeva Bush that having both
codes enacted is a priority for his government.
“I have given the Governor the indication that it's a priority for us to move for-

ward with and have that adopted by the
Cabinet. I have also had a conversation
with the Speaker indicating to him in relation to Parliament.”
While the process for establishing the
Cabinet code of conduct might be easier
to achieve, Mr Panton said he was equally committed to seeing the Parliamentary
code in place as well.

Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP),
Patrick Moran has quit the job citing personal reasons.
Mr Moran who joined the DPP’s office
in 2015 will officially leave the post in July
but will be on vacation from the middle of
this month.
In light of the unexpected announcement, the process to appoint a replacement has already started with the Governor’s Office consulting with the Judicial

and Legal Services Commission on the appointment of both an interim post-holder
and ultimately a new DPP.
In a statement thanking Mr Moran for
his services to Cayman, the Governor Office said the outgoing DPP “contributed
enormously to the prosecution of criminal
matters, advancement of Cayman’s status
in accordance with C-FATF(Caribbean Financial Action Task Force) and undertaking of the National Risk Assessment."

X Hon. Premier Wayne Panton

DPP DEPARTS

COMMISSION FOR
STANDARDS IN
PUBLIC LIFE
New appointments have been made at
the Commission for Standards in Public
Life(CSPL).
HE Governor Martyn Roper has announced that the oversight body will now
be chaired by attorney-at-law Sonia Bush
who succeeds Rosie Whittaker-Myles.
Other new members are; accountant
Rosalie Twohey, retired lawyer Richard
Addlestone and finance sector expert
Keith Blake. They will join existing member Isatou Smith who was been with the
Commission since November 2018.
CPSL appointments are for a four-year
term.
According to a government statement,
the work of the Commission has led to
the long-awaited Standards in Public
Life Act and Regulations, an important
step forward for good governance for
the Cayman Islands.

“I would like to thank Mrs. Whittaker-Myles and Ms. Hislop for their time,
dedication and valuable contributions
to the CSPL. I would like to especially thank Mrs. Whittaker-Myles for her
guidance and leadership during her
tenure,” The Governor said in the statement.
The Commission for Standards in Public Life(CSPL) is an independent body
enshrined in the Constitution to enhance
democracy in the Cayman Islands and
ensure that there is sufficient oversight
of the public sector.

GOVERNMENT
FINANCES IN GOOD
SHAPE

The PACT coalition government has reported that
it has inherited government
finances in generally good
shape, particularly up to
the first three months of
the year.
Speaking during the new
administration’s first press
conference since taking
office on April 21st, Hon.
Minister of Finance Chris
Saunders revealed that
Government is doing better
in 2021 than in 2020 with
respect to Surplus results
for the Entire Public Sector.
He explained that combining the Government’s
surplus of $196.2 million
with a $6.4 million net surplus from Statutory AuthorX Hon. Minister of Finance Chris Saunders
ities & Government-owned
Companies (SAGCs), the
Entire Public Sector (EPS), had a Sur- funds to remain in the domestic econoplus of $202.6 million to 31 March 2021 my.
which was $43.1m better than budget
The Minister for Finance and Ecoand $25.4m better than 2020.
nomic Development and Labour said
Mr Saunders said the government’s motivating more people to support local
Debt-to-GDP ratio is a very favoura- farmers and being more energy-efficient
ble 5.1% - amongst the lowest in the would help to reduce the amount of
world.
money spent overseas to buy agriculturHe affirmed that the PACT adminis- al and fuel products.
tration will refrain from borrowing for
However, Mr Saunders pointed out
as long as possible but said this may be- that stability in the government’s financcome necessary if the borders remain es is not necessarily an absolute reflecclosed and the economy is not operating tion of how well the economy might be
at its full potential.
doing.
He assured that there will be no cuts in
He estimates that the economy might
domestic spending and the government have contracted by between CI$600 milwill be looking at ways to encourage lion to CI$1 billion due to the pandemic.
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Miss Cayman Islands Universe
Visits Cabinet, Leaves for Pageant
Cayman’s newly elected Government
expressed their well wishes to Miss Cayman Islands Universe, Mariah Tibbetts,
prior to her departure to the USA for the
69th Annual Miss Universe Pageant, which
will be held on 16 May 2021.
Mariah met with Cabinet on 4 May at
the Government Administration Building and was delighted to share her upcoming plans with them. Minister of
Tourism & Transport, Hon. Kenneth
Bryan, said, “We are proud to support
Mariah during this time, and wish her
best of luck at the Miss Universe Pageant. She has made great strides during her reign as Miss Cayman Islands
Universe, especially in this challenging
period.”
Family and friends gathered at Owen
Roberts International Airport today, 5

May, to see the Cayman beauty depart for
her first international debut in Hollywood,
Florida. This year’s competition, albeit
slightly different than previous years, will
have all contestants arrive 10-12 days pri-

or in order to be Covid tested and cleared
before the big event.
Leading up to the competition, Mariah
received professional runway and pageant
training from Cayman’s own star, Selita

Ebanks, former Miss Cayman Caitlin Tyson and world-renowned pageant coach
Lu Sierra. She focused on areas such as
fashion & styling, brand endorsements,
behind the scenes photos & videos as well
as make-up & beauty.
“On behalf of the Miss Cayman Islands
Universe Committee, I would like to extend our sincerest well wishes to Mariah
as she gears up for the international pageant”, said Committee Chairperson, Derri
Dacres-Lee. “We will be rooting for her
every step of the way, and will be heading
to Hollywood, Florida to show her our utmost support on Sunday, 16 May. We are
so very proud of her achievements as Miss
Cayman, in the community and through
her personal journey.”
The pageant airs on Sunday, 16 May at
7:00pm EST on Fox.

The Cayman Islands has only made it to
the amber category of countries to which
British tourists are allowed to travel for
holidays.
The new traffic light system announced on
Friday by the UK Transport Minister, Grant
Shapps places countries around the world in
green, amber and red categories with specific conditions for travel in each case.
For the Cayman Islands, the current
amber rating means that British tourists
should not travel here for leisure purposes, meaning tourism.
For persons who would need to travel to
Cayman from England, upon returning to
the UK they would need to complete a passenger locator form, take a series of COVID-19 tests, and quarantine for 10 days.
In a statement following Friday’s publication of the UK’s new traffic light travel
system, HE Governor Martyn Roper said,
“Although this may come as disappointing
news to some, this is the first iteration of
the red, amber and green lists and they
will be reviewed every three weeks.
The self-isolation period from 17 May
remains the same as faced by travellers to-

day – there is no change, just a new name
for the rating system.”
Mr Roper also said that “given Cayman’s
excellent response to the Covid-19 crisis
I am hopeful that Cayman will move onto
the green list at the review point. My office
will remain in close contact with the UK as
the list evolves.”
He also pointed out that it’s worth noting that the UK’s 10-day self-isolation
period is shorter than Cayman’s mandated quarantine period for non-vaccinated
travellers. Furthermore, he added, in the
UK there remains the option to pay for a
test-to-release scheme on day 5. A negative result ends self-isolation early.”
“The UK, like Cayman, remains vigilant
of their borders in the fight against Covid-19. As a result there are only a small
number of countries on the green list,
including places like Israel and Gibraltar
where there are very high vaccination
rates.”
Other Overseas Territories on the amber list are; Anguilla, Bermuda, British
Virgin Islands, Montserrat and Turks and
Caicos Islands in the Caribbean, plus Pit-

cairn, British Indian Ocean Territory and
British Antarctic Territory.
Gibraltar, the Falkland Islands, St Helena, Tristan da Cuna and Ascension will
move from amber to green - ‘all-clear’- list
from Monday 17th May.
Keen to safely reopen its borders to international travel, Cayman is launching an
intensified vaccination campaign starting
with an all-day ‘vaccination rally’ this Saturday May 8th at the Owen Roberts International Airport where a vaccination centre is located. Mobile vaccination units are
also being considered.
The new PACT coalition government
has set a target of 70 per cent of the population to be fully vaccinated as the basis
for reopening the borders, especially for
tourism.
With the UK being one of Cayman’s main
tourism markets, eventually getting on the
‘green’ travel list, coupled with reaching
the vaccination target here are key objectives looking towards a possible 2021
peak tourism season.
In a statement on Friday outlining the
new UK travel traffic light system, Trans-

port Secretary (Minister) Grant Shapps
said: “Today marks the first step in our
cautious return to international travel,
with measures designed above all else to
protect public health and ensure we don’t
throw away the hard-fought gains we’ve
all strived to earn this year.”
He said it’s “a new way of doing things”,
adding that “people should expect travel
to be different this summer – with longer
checks at the borders, as part of tough
measures to prevent new strains of the virus entering the country and putting our
fantastic vaccine rollout at risk.”

X Miss Cayman Universe Visits Cabinet

CAYMAN ON UK AMBER TRAVEL LIST
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K E E P I N G H I STO RY A L I V E

Home-style entertainment in
years gone by
While life in the Cayman Islands in the
19th and early-to-mid part of the 20th
centuries might have been hard with few
luxuries or home comforts, there was a
real sense of camaraderie and excitement
as soon as musical instruments were produced for the community’s enjoyment.
People saw dances as one of the easiest
ways to have fun, and so they were extremely popular at that time.
The November 1978 Norwester magazine noted that dances were a widely used
form of entertainment in the districts and
were usually held in someone’s home or
yard. Music was provided by local musicians proficient in the banjo, fiddle and
grater, with sometimes the maracas or
bottle as an accompaniment.
In the 3rd January 1992 edition of the
Caymanian Compass, it noted how kitchen dances and pan dances were part of
the Christmas season celebration. Kitchen
dances were held, naturally, in the kitchen,
which was a separate building from the
house, called a caboose. Dances were held
from Christmas sometimes all the way
until late March, when the men would be
home from sea. Pan dances involved hitting a pan like a drum, with someone else
scraping a grater and the general community singing and dancing along to the music.

According to the Caymanian Weekly of
1st January 1970, an old-time orchestra
consisted of a triangle, scraping grater,
drum and accordion along with a violin.
During the dance, the men rarely touched
their partners, and instead, danced holding the front of their jackets while the
women wheeled out their skirts as they
danced.
Some of the dances that Caymanians enjoyed were the quadrille, waltzes and the
polka. The quadrille was a particular favourite, originally popular during French
society during the late 18th Century and
then it found its way to England in the
early 19th Century. It derived its name
from the style of dance, whereby partners
would stand in a square. In the West Indies, there was a good deal of an African
influence to the dance, according to an
article in Newstar from May 1990, which
details how more tempo, more rhythm,
and livelier steps were all a feature of the
quadrille in the Caribbean. The Cayman
quadrille was a mix of two specific types
pf quadrille – ballroom (more formal) and
camp (livelier), however it has its own
specific style, with six figures danced to
six specific tunes - Scottish or Irish folk
tunes - such as ‘Listen to the Mockingbird’,
‘Dixie Land’ and ‘Nellie Gray’. The quadrille was traditionally danced for special

X Carolyn Bodden at the Martha Saunders concert, Queen of the Fairies, 1925 to 1928

X Three Caymanian musicians, 1926 or 1927 (Photos credit the Cayman Islands National
Archive Photographic Collections)

occasions such as weddings and especially
at Christmas. The band itself that played
the music for the quadrille was an important element and consisted of a fiddle (the
lead instrument), a cow-skin drum, and a
grater.

Plays, skits

The George Town Town Hall, since renamed as Constitution Hall, was a focal
point for many people in the early part of
the 20th Century as a place to gather and
watch plays and skits being performed. It
was an important meeting place for the
community and served as a venue for such
performances for many decades throughout that century. In July 1970, the Cayman
Drama Society was formed as an informal
group and put on a play called ‘See How
They Run’, running for three nights in November 1970. According to the CDS, it was
the first full play ever presented in Cayman with scenery, costumes and props.
The Town Hall, they say, was “bursting at
the seams every night”. On the first night,
there was much consternation when the
curtains opened to reveal what looked like
a house built on the stage – a theatrical illusion many local people had not previously
seen. But they all settled down and quickly
got on terms with the play, laughing in all

the right and even the wrong places. The
event was a joyful occasion for everyone
and most rewarding for the fledgling Society. An extra performance was needed, to
meet public demand.

Kids make their own fun

For children, entertainment was rudimentary in the early development of Cayman and very much home-grown. Games
included marbles, home-made gigs (spinning tops), kites, rounders, swimming and
diving. Ring-a-rosies was a popular game
with girls while boys enjoyed cricket. Skipping ropes were crafted out of bayvine and
balls were made out of rags rolled tightly
and weighted with sand and then stitched.
Boats were made out of coconut husks,
complete with a little husk and a leaf for
a sail.
Singing was also a popular pastime,
with early singing games taught by British and West Indian teachers and passed
down the generations either at school or
in church. Popular ring songs sung by children included ‘Sally, Sally, Water’ and “I
Tisk It, I Task It’.
Times may have been hard a century or
so ago, but the ingenuity and spirit of the
Cayman community meant that entertainment was always around the corner.

X Uncle Charlie Bantry plating the fiddle 1925 to 1928
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Gas Prices
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GAS PRICES
Location

Gas Station

Regular

Premium

Diesel

—

4.48

4.85

4.58

East End

Eastern Star Rubis (Woody’s)

4.57

Bodden Town

Lorna’s Rubis

4.59

NorthSide

Bodden Town
Savannah
Red Bay

Red Bay

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town

George Town
West Bay Rd.

West Bay Rd.
West Bay

West Bay

George Town
Cayman Brac
Cayman Brac

Little Cayman
Lowest Prices
Highest Prices

Jack’s Esso (Jack’s II)
Mostyns Esso

Savannah Rubis

4.62

Jose’s Escape

4.62

Refuel

Esso Tigermart 4 Way Stop (JS)H&B 11
Eastern Avenue Rubis
Walkers Rd. Rubis

Hell Esso

Esso 4 Way Stop (Four Winds)
Scotts Landing
West End
Tib Mart

Village Square
Grand Cayman

Grand Cayman

4.16

4.37

4.62

4.32

On The Run ( Brown’s Industrial Park)

7 Mile Rubis (AA 7 Mile)

4.82

4.30

Peanuts

H & B Esso (H&B 1 Seven Mile)

4.28

4.30

On The Run ( Brown’s Red Bay)

On The Run (Mike’s 7 Mile)

4.81

4.62

Barcam

On The Run (Mike’s Walkers Rd.)

4.45

4.27

4.35

4.27

4.37

4.62

4.40

4.17
—
—
—

—

4.80

4.70

4.63

4.87

4.85

4.55

4.75

4.80

4.80

4.75

4.75

4.69

4.75

4.80

4.75

4.65

4.82
4.61
4.61

4.38

4.56

4.43

4.24

4.24

4.53

4.53

3.99

4.34

4.48

4.43

4.30

4.29

4.15

4.34

4.21

4.24

4.15
4.21
4.63
—

5.54

6.05

4.16

4.55

3.99

4.62

4.87

4.58

FUEL EXPENSE REDUCTION

Frequent and fast acceleration – Avoid

heavy acceleration and drive below the speed
limit. Frequent and swift acceleration burns
fuel at a faster rate.

Additional Weight – Empty your car trunk

of heavy items that can be located elsewhere.
Your vehicle will use more fuel when carrying
heavier loads.

Vehicle Replacement – Consider replacing your vehicle with a fuel efficient model.
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Police News

POLICE NEWS

Police Investigate Two Drug Incidents in April that
Lead to Charges Being Laid
On Sunday, 18 April, officers on patrol in East End
observed two vehicles travelling at high speeds on the
Queen's Highway. The vehicles appeared to be driving in
convoy. The vehicles were both stopped and searched.
One vehicle, which was being driven by a 30-year-oldman of East End, was found to be carrying over 120lbs
of ganja, and the other vehicle that was being driven by
a 23-year-old-woman of no fixed address contained over
8lbs of Ganja.
As a result, both the man and woman were arrested on
suspicion of drug-related offences, and were subsequently charged with Possession of Ganja with Intent to Supply.
They both appeared in court on Tuesday, 20 April, where
the man was released on conditional bail and the woman
was remanded in custody.
The following week, on Tuesday, 27 April, police
searched a residence located in the Spotts Newlands area,
under the Misuse of Drugs Law. During the search, officers found and seized a large quantity of ganja and, as a

result of this recovery, two men, ages 31 of West Bay and
49 of Bodden Town, as well as one woman, age 29 of West
Bay, were arrested on suspicion of drug-related offenses.
The woman has since been bailed by the police pending
further investigation.
As part of their investigations, officers conducted searches of other residences in West Bay and a further quantity of
ganja was recovered. A second woman, age 26, of West Bay,
was arrested on suspicion of drug-related offenses.
This investigation has led to the recovery of over 800lbs
of ganja.
The 49-year-old-man of Bodden Town and 31-yearold-man of West Bay have both been charged with two
counts of Possession of Ganja with Intent to Supply. The
26-year-old-woman of West Bay, was also charged with
one count of Possession of Ganja with Intent to Supply. All
three persons appeared in court on Friday, 30 April. Both
men have been remanded by the court, while the woman
was conditionally bailed.

RCIPS Community Officers Interact with
Primary School Students in Inclusion Units

CONTINUED FROM Page 1

children and conducted a demonstration with police dogs and pa-

trol vehicles. The goal of the partnership is to allow the children to
have meaningful interactions with
police officers, and thus build the

X AC O’Connor and AC Dixon (middle left and right) worked with the children in the pool and were joined by Inspector Myles and PC Donaldson (far left and right) at the Lion’s Aquatic Centre

relationship and trust between the
children and the RCIPS as a whole.
The Community Officers join
the Little Stars and Stepping

Stones students for another
swimming session this week, as
the partnership between them
continues.

For more about the Primary Inclusion Units, please email
GDiggle@cayman.edu.ky or call
926-4489.

X RCIPS Community and K-9 Officers with the students and staff of the Primary Inclusion Units

X Susan Poy Fong-Ramkissoon of the Primary Inclusion Unit, observes the swimming session along with Inspector Myles and PC Donaldson

X Inspector Myles and PC Peart of Community Policing, along with the Primary Inclusion
Unit staff
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Community

Rotary Sunrise donates Shower Chairs
for Special Needs Residents to DCFS

The President of Rotary Club of Grand
Cayman Sunrise Stacy Parke and Community Service Director Marlon Bodden
handed over two (2) reclining shower
chairs to the Department of Children and
Family Services (DCFS) Director Paulinda
Mendoza-Williams and Habbakuk House
Manager Dervie Mendoza on the 3rd of
May 2021.
The reclining shower chairs are specifically made to assist in caring for persons
with disabilities. The shower chairs are
healthcare grade PVC tilt-n-space shower
chairs that can be adjusted to 7 different
positions, it also has dual drop arm secured with safety red straps and are rust
proof.
DCFS identified the need for these
shower chairs for their facilities late last
year when Habbakuk House was being
open and the Rotary Sunrise Community Service Directors received quotations

from a local medical supplier, who imported and cleared the medical equipment on
Rotary Sunrise behalf.
Director Paulinda Mendoza-Williams
advised that the shower chairs were
needed and will be put to good use. She
advised that one of the shower chairs will
be utilized at Habbakuk House, which is
specially geared towards the resident care
for children with disabilities and the second shower chair will be used at Maples
House, which provides resident care for
adults with special needs.
Rotary Sunrise focuses on local projects
in Literacy, Youth, Health, and Community
Service. The Rotary Club of Grand Cayman
Sunrise meets every Wednesday at 7:00
am, you may email rcgcsunrise@gmail.
com or karellerotary@gmail.com for the
Zoom meeting information or to find out
more about volunteering. Website: www.
rotarysunrise.ky

X (R-L) Rotary Chair Donation to Director of Community Service Marlon Bodden, Director of
DCFS Paulinda Mendoza-Williams and Grand Cayman Sunrise President Stacy Parke

The National Gallery of the Cayman Islands Launches Art and
Wellness-Focused Community Initiative to Address the Mental
Health Issues Caused by COVID-19

The National Gallery of the Cayman
Islands (“NGCI”) has launched Art &
Wellness at the Gallery, a free summer
programme of community events that
combine the arts and healthy habits to
support country-wide wellness as part of
the Cayman Islands’ recovery from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
A full calendar of free events, workshops, self-guided tours and exhibitions
led by NGCI’s community of art and wellness experts have been designed to support community needs, encourage mental wellness, and provide a public space
for healing. From now until July 2021,
members of the community can take advantage of:
• Mindful Mondays: early gallery opening hours every Monday, where visitors
can enjoy the gallery spaces from 9:00am,
at no cost, before the hustle-and-bustle of
general foot traffic and school tours arrive.
• Labyrinth Walks: a self-guided meditation that follows a single, non-branching path to the centre of the NGCI’s Siebens Labyrinth, and out again; open to the

public throughout the day and designed to
help calm and focus the mind.
• Nature Trail: a self-guided nature
walk through the NGCI’s ‘living gallery’
spaces, open to the public and filled with
native trees and sculptural works to discover.
• Yoga, Meditation and Mindfulness
Classes: a free monthly schedule of yoga
and meditation classes, and special nutrition workshops, to provide the community with wellness tools and knowledge to
navigate their busy lives.
• Virtual Yoga and Meditation: free
on-demand sessions for those in quarantine or unable to physically
attend on-site happenings.
Globally, COVID-19 has
seen the arts emerge as an
essential contributor to overall wellbeing, and locally last
year’s island-wide lockdown
put a spotlight on the NGCI
and local artists, who were
quick to pivot their events,
exhibitions and workshops
online to offer free entertainment and education resources to the community, at a time
when they needed it the most.
As we gear up for the world
to return to a new normal, the

healing power of art has never been more
important. “The implications of COVID-19
have had a huge impact on our local community and will continue to do so long
into the future. Fear about the disease,
isolation caused by social distancing,
economic pressures, and lack of ability
to plan ahead have resulted in increased
stress and anxiety across all areas of society,” says Natalie Urquhart, Director of
the NGCI. “As we enter the new normal,
the museum is continuing to be responsive to community needs and offer free
programming that supports country-wide
wellness.”

NGCI has a long-term commitment to
helping at-risk groups in the community
through the healing powers of art, with
programmes ranging from seniors’ tours
to regular programming at HM Northward
and HM Fairbanks prisons, as well as specific projects that have addressed mental
health issues such as PTSD, domestic violence and child welfare.
“Through these programmes, we have
witnessed first-hand the healing power
that a creative outlet can offer, and we’re
thrilled to make these opportunities fully accessible to the community-at-large,”
adds Urquhart.
Art & Wellness at the
Gallery’s free programme
of events runs from May
through July 2021 and the
full schedule is available
online at www.nationalgallery.org.ky/wellness. All
exhibitions, public spaces and gardens remain
open and free to the public
throughout the year from
Monday through Saturday
10:00am to 5:00pm. Learn
more about the NGCI and
its current and upcoming
exhibitions at www.nationalgallery.org.ky.

Community

X Theoline M McCoy Primary School student Zalaiyah
Walters performs a speech solo on night one of the 2021
NCFA Final Concert
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X Clifton Hunter High School’s Juan Leon plays the harp on
night two of the 2021 NCFA Final Concert
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X Triple C School’s Anhad Rana performs a speech solo on
night three of the 2021 NCFA Final Concert

Department of Education Services (DES)
Hosts 2021 NCFA Final Concerts
but also augur well for its [performing arts]
future in the Cayman Islands.”
Mrs. Bell further used the opportunity
to express her gratitude to the teachers,
students, adjudicators, and support staff
Last week (Thursday, 29 April-Satur- for their participation and commitment
day, 1 May) National Children’s Festival to Performing Arts. She also thanked the
of the Arts (NCFA) gold awardees from Cayman Islands Civil Service Association
13 schools entertained captive audiences (CICSA) Co-operative Credit Union for its
during three final concerts to showcase generous sponsorship of the NCFA’s small
their winning song, dance, speech and in- instrumental ensembles.
strumental performances.
Underscoring the importance of the
DES Acting Customer Service Manager NCFA, Ms. Stephanie Williams, adjudicator,
Mrs. Gloria Bell marvelled at the tremen- and one of the founding members of the fesdous display of local talent at the concerts tival, remarked, “The just-concluded NCFA
held at the First Baptist Church (Thursday, final concerts demonstrate the importance
Friday) and Triple C School (Saturday).
of the arts in the curriculum of schools. We
“I am thrilled that parents and members saw children performing in the areas of
of the public had the opportunity to expe- instrumental and vocal music, dance, and
rience the variety of talent that we have speech. Schools should be commended
across our schools. The stellar performanc- for the growth of the string programmes.
es that we have witnessed over the past few I hope that the NCFA will continue to imdays not only lay testament to the excellent prove and develop into an impressive vehiperforming arts programmes in our schools cle for future cultural development.”
CICSA Cooperative Credit Union
Senior Credit Risk Manager Mr. David
Downes stated, “The CICSA Cooperative Credit Union Limited is extremely happy to contribute in helping the
youth of the Cayman Islands develop,
explore, and in some cases discover
their musical talent. Music is powerful
and will contribute to their continuing
development beyond academia.”
John Gray High School soloist and
three-time gold awardee Rayne Harding, who performed at the First
Baptist Church on Thursday evening,
hopes that the experience will allow
X Mr. David Downes, CICSA Cooperative Credit
him to develop into a more rounded
Union makes a presentation to DES’ Ms. Nicki
individual and a seasoned performer.
Samuels during an NCFA adjudication at the
“I am happy for this experience and
Cayman International School earlier this year
hope that it will help improve my skills

X A group of Edna Moyle Primary School students perform the Quadrille on night one of the
2021 NCFA Final Concert

X Red Bay Primary School perform a dance piece on night three of the 2021 NCFA Final
Concert

and confidence and provide me with the
opportunity to meet and share with other
like-minded individuals,” Rayne stated.
Jeffery Albury, parent of Triple C choir
member Arriah, beamed with pride as
she entered the stage at Triple C School
on Saturday evening. He commended the
DES for providing ‘an excellent platform
for students to engage in social interaction’.

X George Town Primary School’s Folk Choir performs on night two of the 2021 NCFA Final Concert

The nightly programmes included members of the DES management providing
opening remarks and offering the opening
prayer. DES Head of Business Services Mr.
Mark Ray and Acting Senior School Improvement Officer (SSIO) Mr. Elroy Bryan shared
emcee duties over the three nights while Mrs.
Gloria Bell provided acknowledgements.
The 2021 NCFA season will culminate
this month with the Young Musicians of
the Year and the Amin Mohammed Steel
Pan Competitions on 8th and 15th May,
respectively.
For more details about the National Children Festival of the Arts, contact DES Senior Customer Service Officer Nicki Samuels
by telephone at 945-1199 or by email at
Nicki.Samuels@gov.ky or SSIO/Acting Customer Service Manager Mrs. Gloria Bell by
telephone at 926-9727, or 945-1199 or by
email at gloria.bell@gov.ky.
To learn more about other DES programmes and activities, visit the Department of Education’s website at https://
schools.edu.ky/Pages/Home.aspx.
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Word Search
Agassi
Ashe
Becker
Borg
Budge
Cash
Connors
Edberg
Graf
Henman
Hingis
King
Laver
Lendl
Martinez
McEnroe
Nadal
Navratilova

Rosewall
Sampras
Seles
Wilander
Williams

Find the listed words in the diagram.
They run in all directions – forward,
back, up, down and diagonally.

Have fun with

CURTIS

By Ray Billingsley

Caymanian
Times
THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN

By Stan Lee

JUDGE PARKER

By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley
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