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By Staff Writer

A consortium of private sector interests 
lobbying under the banner of Reopen Cay-
man has set November 22nd as a target 
date for reopening the borders.

Making their case that Cayman is ready 
to reopen, the group which includes many 
high-profile business representatives is 
inviting the public to support their call for 
a November 22nd reopening by ‘pledging’ 
their support - seen as a form of petition-
ing.

“While we recognise that “ready” will look 
and feel different to everyone, we’re asking 
you to take this action today and have your 
voice heard. Pledge that you feel ready for 
the Cayman Islands to safely reopen,” the 
Reopen Cayman states on its website.

SEE REOPEN CAYMAN, Page 9
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Public Health Off ers 
COVID-19 Safety Guidance for 

Mid-term Break Activities
Following the advice of the Depart-

ment of Education Services to the public 
that mid-term break has been brought 
forward for government public schools, 
Public Health officials are providing 
COVID-19 safety guidance for camps and 
sporting events planned for students 
during the break.

“We recognize that during this period 
of extended break from school, parents 
will seek to have their children partici-
pate in extracurricular activities to oc-
cupy their time safely and wisely. In the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic, there 
is no ‘zero risk’ when it comes to any kind 
of public gathering; however, guidelines 
can be followed to mitigate the spread of 
the virus” said Dr. Samuel Williams-Rod-
riguez, Medical Officer of Health.

The guidelines for youth activities are 
as follows:

• If your child is sick, please keep him 
or her at home and contact the Flu Hot-
line if he or she has any flu symptoms.

• Close contact or indoor sporting ac-
tivity is discouraged; however, wearing 
a mask, playing outside and staying at 
least six feet away from others must be 
considered.

• For close contact sports (i.e. basket-
ball, football, netball) play can be mod-
ified by the coach to increase distance 
between players. Activities such as skill 
building (dribble, pivot), simulation drills 
or conditioning is highly encouraged.

• Discourage unnecessary physical 
contact, such as high fives, handshakes, 

fist bumps, or hugs. Encourage a “thumbs 
up” instead.

• Use household cleaners that con-
tain soap and detergent on play/sport-
ing equipment to reduce the amount of 
germs on surfaces.

• Focus cleaning efforts on high-touch 
surfaces and objects such as, drinking 
fountains, balls, bats, gymnastics equip-
ment, and protective gear.

Dr. Williams-Rodriguez added, “We 
understand wholeheartedly the anxie-
ties and many uncertainties being faced 
by parents during this time. I’d like to 
take this opportunity to reassure the 
public that their safety remains a top pri-
ority as we continue to adapt best prac-
tices to mitigate the impact of continued 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  
We encourage everyone to adhere to the 
public health guidance provided.”

For further guidance on coping with 
COVID-19 in the community, please con-
tact the Public Health Department on 
244-2632 or visit www.exploregov.ky/
coronavirus-resources

If you have flu symptoms, please con-
tact the Flu Hotline on 1-800-534-8600 
or 345-947-3077or at flu@hsa.ky

Ministry of Culture and 
Heritage Hosts Caymanian 

Proud: A Time to Remember
In recognition of Cayman’s culture and 

Older Persons Month; the Ministry of 
Youth, Sports, Culture and Heritage in-
vites the public to sign up to attend its 
celebration and discussion of Caymani-
an heritage and culture during “Cayma-
nian Proud: A Time to Remember,” at 
the Harquail Theatre on Friday, 15 Oc-
tober 2021.

The event will feature the following 
morning and an afternoon sessions:

• “Stories of Yesteryear” – 10am – 12 
noon. Six persons will recount experi-

ences of living in Cayman
• “Panel Discussion -- Cayman: A Lost 

Culture?” – 1 – 3pm. 
Spaces are limited and masks will be 

required to be worn due to social dis-
tancing requirements. Reserve seats via 
YSCH-Admin@gov.ky by 4pm on Thurs-
day, 14 October.

The event will also be live-streamed 
on CIG Facebook and YouTube channels. 
Please subscribe to receive notification. 
Schools are invited to tune in to watch 
and learn.
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“There is no health without mental 
health.”

This quote by former United States Sur-
geon General Dr. David Satcher illustrates 
for me on this World Mental Health Day 
the fundamental importance of mental 
health for each and every one of us.

World Mental Health Day is celebrated 
on 10 October every year under the aus-
pices of the World Federation for Mental 
Health and endorsed by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO).

The observance represents a global 
commitment to raise awareness of men-
tal health issues and to mobilise efforts 
in support of mental health around the 
world.

Here in the Cayman Islands, it is an op-
portunity to recognise and reflect on the 
mental health challenges we have all been 
under throughout the past year and a half 
while dealing with the effects of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic on our Islands and the 
world around us.

COVID-19 has had a major impact on 
people’s mental health globally, and cer-
tainly within our region, increasing new 
cases of mental health conditions and 
worsening pre-existing ones.

Some groups, including health and oth-
er frontline workers, students, people 
living alone, and those with pre-existing 
mental health conditions, have been par-
ticularly affected.

As we have seen locally, the pandemic 
also disrupted the provision of services for 
mental, neurological and substance use 
disorders. The mental health impacts of 
COVID-19 on all of us cannot be discount-
ed and will be seen for a while to come.

Many Caymanians and residents remain 
under great strain, dealing with increased 
anxiety around the challenges this pan-
demic has thrown at us, including finan-
cial pressures and fears about our person-
al safety and that of our loved ones.

The theme for this year’s World Mental 
Health Day is “Mental health care for all: 
let’s make it a reality.”

And I certainly aim to make it a reality in 
the Cayman Islands.

Mental health and overall wellness are 
very important to me in my role as Min-
ister of Health and Wellness. I hope to 
strengthen the existing mental health 
services available locally for vulnerable 
groups such as our children, youth, and 
elderly, but also for everyone.

I think it is impossible for anyone to say 
that they have not experienced mental 
health challenges at some point in their 
lives, and certainly not over the past year 
and several months.

We are taking steps in the right di-
rection, with the increased provision of 
mental health counseling and educational 
psychologist support in schools, and our 
commitment to construct the Cayman Is-
lands’ long-awaited residential mental 
health facility.

I believe there is also a far greater 
awareness of the impact of mental health 
on all of our lives, largely through the ser-
vices provided by the hardworking mental 

health professionals throughout both our 
public and private healthcare systems.

But I know that more must be done.
Which is why, included in this Govern-

ment’s Strategic Policy Statement are spe-
cific objectives aimed at providing more 
holistic and available mental health ser-
vices for the people of the Cayman Islands.

Such as providing a specialised youth 
mental health facility; promoting better 
mental health and special needs insurance 
coverage so everyone has access to mental 
health care; and promoting programmes 
that offer greater work/life balance and 
which support family systems.

Building a focus on better mental health 
into our healthcare system and reinforc-
ing every individual’s commitment their 
own personal mental health and that of 
their families is so important.

I hope that the increased awareness 
World Mental Health Day provides us with 
can serve as an opportunity to empower 
each of us to look after our own mental 
health and provide support to others.

It is needed.
In our region of the Americas, mental 

health disorders account for more than 
one third of total disability, with depres-
sive disorders being the largest single 
cause of disability. And so sadly, nearly 
100,000 people die by suicide each year in 
our region.

We as Caymanians know the intense 
sadness we all experience when we lose 
one of our own to depression and suicide, 
as small and interlinked as our community 
is. It is a pain which reverberates through-
out our Islands.

One thing I am so glad of, is that the 
stigma against mental illness seems to be 
diminishing in our community. There is 
a greater understanding that anyone, an-
ywhere can be affected – just as close to 
one billion people around the world are.

I would like to pledge today, that dur-
ing my tenure as Minister for Health and 
Wellness, I will do my utmost to ensure 
that the people in our Islands living with 
mental health conditions have access to 
quality community-based mental health 
services and that their rights and best in-
terests are protected.

Now more than ever, as the COV-
ID-19 pandemic highlights and deepens 
long-standing mental health challenges in 
our Islands, it is essential that we work to 
make mental health care a reality for all.  

World Mental Health Day 
Message from Minister 
for Health & Wellness 
Hon. Sabrina Turner

XMinister for Health & Wellness Hon. 
Sabrina Turner
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By U.S. Virgin Islands Departmen t of 
Tourism

“One destination does not make an itin-
erary,” said U.S. Virgin Islands Commis-
sioner of Tourism Joseph Boschulte as he 
highlighted the importance of greater col-
laboration among Caribbean destinations 
and cruise line partners to ensure the safe 
and successful return of cruises to the re-
gion.

Speaking at the 35th edition of Seatrade 
Cruise Global in Miami last week, Commis-
sioner Boschulte said it is important for 
travelers to feel safe at every destination 
they visit, and working with other destina-
tions is essential to ensure that happens. 
“There has to be a collaborative effort 
amongst us in the Caribbean on health 
protocols because if a destination does 
not have effective protocols in place, that 
impacts not only the ship but also the next 
destination as well,” he commented.

Commissioner Boschulte reflected that 
while the stayover sector performed well 
for the U.S. Virgin Islands throughout most of the pandemic, the destination and the 

region suffered a setback in the 
cruise sector. “We didn't have ships 
arriving for about 15 months be-
fore welcoming Celebrity Edge to 
St. Thomas in July,” he recalled.

“What we have on the books for 
this year is obviously better than 
when we were at zero, but next 
year we expect to have significant-
ly more calls,” an optimistic Com-
missioner Boschulte noted.

During the gathering of cruise in-
dustry stakeholders, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands Port Authority (VIPA) and 
Royal Caribbean signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding for the devel-
opment of the cruise industry in the 
Territory. "Partnerships are critical 
to our development and this agree-
ment is a good sign for our cruise 
business and tourism development 
overall,” said the Territory’s tourism 
leader as he underscored the impor-
tance of the Miami conference in re-
vitalizing the sector.

The USVI delegation to Seatrade 
included representatives of the 

Department of Tourism, 
VIPA, The West Indian 
Company Limited, and 
members of the Virgin Is-
lands Legislature.

The team showcased the 
Territory's culture with 
the sounds of steelpan mu-
sic accompanied by mocko 
jumbie and Carnival dance 
performances. Visitors to 
the booth received local-
ly produced tarts as well 
as Virgin Islands-made 
hand sanitizers and US-
VI-branded face masks.

About the U.S. 
Virgin Islands

For more information about the Unit-
ed States Virgin Islands, go to VisitUSVI.
com, follow us on Instagram (@visitusvi) 
and Twitter (@usvitourism), and become 
a fan on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
VisitUSVI). When traveling to the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, U.S. citizens enjoy all the con-
veniences of domestic travel - including 
on-line check-in - making travel to the U.S. 

Virgin Islands easier than ever. As a Unit-
ed States Territory, travel to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands does not require a passport from 
U.S. citizens arriving from Puerto Rico or 
the U.S. mainland. Entry requirements for 
non-U.S. citizens are the same as for en-
tering the United States from any foreign 
destination. Upon departure, a passport is 
required for all but U.S. citizens.

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS TOURISM COMMISSIONER 
CALLS FOR CARIBBEAN CRUISE COLLABORATION

 X From left: Peter Zuckerman and Jesse Ashlock of Conde Nast Traveler 
with Commissioner Boschulte in Miami

 X The colorful U.S. Virgin Islands booth at Seatrade Cruise 
Global caught the attention of conference delegates

 X Cultural entertainers at the USVI booth at Seat-
rade Cruise Global

The Bank of N.T. Butterfield & Son Lim-
ited (“Butterfield Group”) (NYSE: NTB 
| BSX: NTB.BH) today announced Jana 
Schreuder, who serves on the Board of Di-
rectors, has also been appointed Non-Ex-
ecutive Chair of the Board of Butterfield 
Bank (Cayman) Limited. Ms Schreuder’s 
appointment was effective October 5, 
2021, following the approval of the Cay-
man Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA).

Ms. Schreuder joined the Butterfield 
Group Board in August 2020 and most re-
cently served as Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer of Northern 
Trust Corporation, a role from which she 
retired in 2018. Having joined Northern 
Trust in 1980, during her tenure she held 

multiple roles as a member of the exec-
utive management team, including: the 
President of Wealth Management from 
2011 through 2014; President of Oper-
ations & Technology from 2007 through 
2010; and Chief Risk Officer from 2005 
through 2006.

She currently serves as a Director and 
Chair of the Compensation Committee of 
Blucora, Inc., and has served as a Direc-
tor and Chair of the Compensation Com-
mittee for Entrust Datacard Group since 
2008. Previously, Ms. Schreuder was a 
member of the Board of Directors of Life-
Point Health.

A member of the Governance and 
Membership Committee and New York 

Chapter of Women Corporate Direc-
tors, Ms. Schreuder is also a member 
of the National Association of Corpo-
rate Directors from which she has re-
ceived the NACD Directorship Certifi-
cation.

Michael Collins, Butterfield Group’s 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
commented, “Jana is an experienced 
banker and corporate director who has 
served in a number of executive leader-
ship roles. Having joined our Board in 
2020, Jana’s insights will be invaluable 
to the Cayman business as we continue 
to pursue sustainable long-term growth 
while maintaining a strong capital and 
liquidity profile.”

BUTTERFIELD CAYMAN ANNOUNCES 
JANA SCHREUDER AS CHAIR

 X U.S. Virgin Islands Commissioner of Tourism Joseph 
Boschulte (right) with Arnold Donald, CEO of Carnival Cor-
poration, and Michele Paige, President of the Florida-Car-
ibbean Cruise Association, at Seatrade Cruise Global
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I am aware that the passing of the 
Customs and Border Control (Amend-
ment) Bill and the Immigration (Tran-
sition) (Amendment) Bill is an emotive 
issue for some in our community. My 
office has received correspondence 
from a number of people about it. This 
statement is a response to those let-
ters

As Governor, I support the Bills 
passed in Parliament. We are cur-
rently dealing with a public health 
emergency and the Government is 
doing everything it can to protect the 
community of Cayman, ensuring it can 
manage any pressures on our health 
services. Pushing vaccination rates 
even higher is an important tool in our 
armoury.

As the Honourable Attorney-Gener-
al said, the Bills passed by Parliament 

this week are in line with our Consti-
tution and Bill of Rights. They are rea-
sonable, rational and proportionate. 
If individuals wish to enjoy privileges 
under the Immigration law and ap-
ply for a work permit, or renewal of 
a work permit, one of the conditions 
they have to meet is to demonstrate 
that they are vaccinated or can’t take 
the vaccine due to medical reasons 
or another exemption permitted un-
der the law. There is no right under 
the law to a work permit and there is 
no legitimate expectation for renew-
al. Government’s policy is that if you 
wish to be employed in the Cayman 
Islands, and you require a work per-
mit, then you are obliged to demon-
strate a number of things. This will 
now include that you are vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

The Cayman Islands benefits from 
an independent judicial system that 
allows members of the public to air 
their grievances in court. The ability to 
challenge compatibility of legislation 
through the courts exists for all. This is 
how our democracy works. If there is 
a legal challenge, the Government will 
have to justify the legislation and the 
judiciary will determine its compati-
bility with our Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.

The Government’s concern, which I 
share, is to do everything to support 
the health and well-being of everyone 
on Island so we can safely re-open the 
border. We all have to live with Covid 
in the future. These Bills will support 
that outcome and my hope is that the 
community can come together to help 
achieve it. 

Statement from HE the Governor

Caribbean Utilities Company, Ltd. 
(“CUC”) has donated and installed four 
Ecobee Smart Thermostats at the Nation-
al Council for Voluntary Organisations 
(NCVO) Children Services.

The NCVO reached out to CUC over 
the summer for assistance with ener-
gy savings and CUC performed an en-
ergy audit of the organisation’s school 
buildings. It was determined that the 
air conditioning was the greatest con-
tributor to their high utility bills. To 
address this issue, CUC donated the 

Smart Thermostats which will help to 
monitor their energy consumption and 
reduce costs.

Chief Executive Officer of the NCVO 
Children Services, Paola Juarez -Robin-
son, stated “When you are educating and 
taking care of Cayman’s youngest gener-
ations, one has to do what is right, and 
sometimes that means that our opera-
tional costs become huge expenses for our 
charity. With the Smart Thermostats, CUC 
is helping us to achieve some of the energy 
savings we need.”

The NCVO Children Services is respon-
sible for the Jack and Jill Nursery and Miss 
Nadine’s Preschool.

Dillon Evans, CUC’s Supervisor Meter-
ing in the Customer Service Department 
noted, “These Ecobee Smart Thermostats 
will allow the schools to reduce their ener-
gy consumption by better managing their 
cooling needs when the school is open and 
when it is closed.”

CUC recently launched the Smart Ther-
mostat Pilot Programme and is looking for 
200 households to participate. The ther-
mostats are available to the first 175 par-
ticipants at no charge.

For more information on eligibility or 
how to get involved, customers with a cur-
rent account can reach out to the Compa-
ny’s Customer Service team at service@
cuc.ky.

CUC donates Smart Thermostats to the NCVO

 X Dillon Evans, CUC’s Supervisor Metering, Paola Juarez-Robinson CEO of NCVO Child 
Services and Brian Francis, AC Technician with Artech Ltd., pose at the NCVO Children 
Services entrance with the Ecobee Smart Thermostats
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There have been several questions 
raised regarding a potential link between 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine against 
COVID-19 disease and the diagnosis of 
Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS) in a resi-
dent of the Cayman Islands.

A number of serious medical condi-
tions have developed in people who have 
received vaccinations against COVID-19 
disease in these islands, but it is exceed-
ingly difficult to prove cause and effect as 
other issues may be involved with each 
individual patient.

The good news is that these people 
are either fully recovered or are im-
proving. There have been a dozen of 
these cases, all of which have been re-
corded and some of which have been 
discussed with the UK Health Securi-

ty Agency (formerly known as Public 
Health England).

There is currently no evidence of a 
causative link between the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine and the diagnosis of GBS.

As of 11 August 2021, in the UK there 
were 42 reports of GBS following Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccination. Over this time 
period, 21.0 million first doses and 24.7 
million second doses of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine were administered.

The UK Health Security Agency, in its 
guidance to healthcare professionals on 
the occurrence of GBS following COV-
ID-19 vaccination, has noted that a caus-
al link between COVID-19 vaccination 
and GBS has not been proven and there is 
no evidence of a higher rate of reporting 
of GBS following COVID-19 vaccination.

In fact, the number of cases in the UK 
reported to the Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
following vaccination are less than the 
number expected to occur by chance.

The annual incidence of GBS in the 
UK population is estimated at 2 per 
100,000 per year with similar numbers 
in other western countries. In the USA, 
the incidence is similar and between 
3,000 and 6,000 people develop GBS 
each year.

To date there have been no deaths in 
the Cayman Islands linked to the vaccine. 
It is continually encouraged that individ-
uals talk with their healthcare provider 
about vaccination to ensure they have all 
the best information needed to educate 
themselves.

Statement from the Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. John Lee On COVID-19 Vaccination and 

Guillain-Barre Syndrome (GBS)

 X Chief Medical Officer, Dr. John Lee

As the Cayman Islands continues to 
adapt and respond to living with COV-
ID-19 in the community, Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. John Lee OBE, has endorsed 
lateral flow tests for fast identification of 
positive cases. These specific tests play 
an integral role in the Government’s over-
all management strategy by empowering 
people to proactively stay aware of their 
COVID-19 status via these testing kits and 
reducing the need for persons to attend a 
health care facility for initial testing.

“The SARS CoV-2 rapid test kits, also 
known as lateral flow tests or antigen 
tests, are a positive step for the country”, 
shared Dr. Lee. “There have been signifi-
cant improvements in the sensitivity and 
specificity of lateral flow tests, and we 
have seen that they can successfully as-
sist in quickly identifying potential pos-
itives in the community. While PCR tests 
remain the highest standard for accuracy 
and confidence, lateral flow tests provide 
the confidence to allow us to safely and 
successfully resume many activities that 
are impacted by the current Regulations. 
I am therefore happy to recommend to 
the Government that we formally in-
troduce lateral flow tests as part of our 
control and management of COVID-19 
strategy.”

Guidance for purchasing lateral flow 
tests has been issued by the CMO and sets 
out the criteria for tests to be used in the 
Cayman Islands. The Government intends 
to introduce Regulations under the Public 
Health Act (2021 Revision) to the same 
end.

Three lateral flow tests have been in-
itially identified for use by the HSA and 
were selected based on recommendations 
and proven outcomes as noted by the reg-
ulatory bodies at World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and the UK Health Security 
Agency (formerly known as Public Health 
England). These three kits are:

• ACON Biotech Flowflex SARS-CoV-2 
Antigen Rapid Test

• Bioperfectus Technologies Novel Co-
rona Virus Ag Rapid Test kit

• Hughes Veritas Rapid Antigen Test for 
SARS-CoV-2

Dr. Delroy Jefferson, Medical Director 
of the Cayman Islands Health Services 
Authority (HSA) notes that the HSA will 
incorporate lateral flow testing as part of 
the testing regime and will also provide 
validation for tests beyond the three kits 
identified.

Vendors who are interested in having 
other kits considered for use by the HSA 
must liaise with the HSA to have the test 
kits reviewed by HSA’s accredited labora-
tory for validation.

“Our strategy for the Cayman Islands 
remains the same—putting the health and 
safety of all people in our country as the 
highest priority. The rapid test kits will 
help to provide a level of reassurance for 
individuals as they go about their daily 
lives but also provides additional infor-
mation to guide the policies this govern-
ment is putting in place to protect us all. I 
encourage all persons to familiarize your-
selves with the personal safety steps and 
ensure that you have a preparedness plan 
in the event the virus reaches your house-
hold,” said Premier Hon. Wayne Panton.

“Throughout the pandemic, personal 
responsibility has been a key factor in the 
suppression of COVID in our community. 
As we slowly resume travel and further 
open our borders, it is even more impor-
tant for us to recommit to our individual 
responsibility to ensure the safety of our-
selves and those we interact with through 
our daily lives.”

For more information on safety guide-
lines and what you can do to be prepared, 

please visit the official Cay-
man Islands COVID-19 in-
formation pages at: www.
exploregov.ky/coronavirus.

Guidance for 
purchasing Lateral 

Flow Tests
According to the WHO, 

care must be taken when 
selecting rapid testing prod-
ucts while keeping in mind 
the national testing strategy 
and resources. It must be 
noted that the marketplace 

is replete with various brands of rapid 
testing kits but there are variations in 
testing accuracy, quality and intended use 
claims.

The CMO, in recognising the need for lo-
cal medical facilities, pharmacies, medical 
suppliers and businesses to acquire later-
al flow tests is issuing guidance to assist 
those seeking to import them for distri-
bution. The Government intends to intro-
duce Regulations under the Public Health 
Act (2021 Revision) to the same end.

Criteria for selection of test 
kits

For SARS-CoV-2 rapid testing kits to be 
considered for local testing the following 
criteria should be met:

• Test kits should ideally have proof of 
certification;

• Test kits must be approved or author-
ised by at least one of the following bodies:

– UK Health Security Agency (formerly 
known as Public Health England)

– World Health Organisation
– MHRA - Medicines and Healthcare 

Products Regulatory Agency
– Food and Drug Administration (USA)
• Test kits must have a sensitivity of 

greater than or equal to 80% and a spec-
ificity of greater than or equal to 97%;

• Care must be taken to ensure that 
Lateral Flow tests designed for clinical use 
only are distributed to medical profession-
als and/or facilities. This is because these 
are designed to be handled by a trained 
professional;

• Lateral Flow tests which are to be 
sold to the general public should clearly 
indicate that they have the ability to be 
self-administered. These self-adminis-
tered or home-kits would be appropriate 
for personal usage, schools, gyms, enter-
tainment venues, and employers wishing 
to regularly screen their employees; and

• Full details of the validation process 
conducted by UK Health Security Agen-
cy (formerly known as Public Health 
England) is set out in the following 
link: https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/assessment-and-procure-
ment-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests/
outcome-of-the-evaluation-of-rapid-diag-
nostic-assays-for-specific-sars-cov-2-anti-
gens-lateral-flow-devices

Lateral Flow Tests Introduced for Next Steps in COVID-19 Strategy
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Over the past week, the University Col-
lege of the Cayman Islands has presented 
over $100,000 in scholarships to 81 stu-
dents.

This is the first time in the university’s 
history that it has been able to distribute 
more than a handful of such scholarships 
and marks a significant turning point in fi-
nancial support for students, particularly 
those with financial need.

UCCI President and CEO Stacy McAfee 
said the awards have been possible thanks 
to a growing number of community do-
nors who are interested in investing in 
Cayman’s youth in order to build the next 
generation of leaders for the nation.

“So many times in my career, I have 
watched students either delay or abandon 
their dreams of higher education because 
they simply couldn’t afford the cost of col-
lege,” McAfee said. “These are exactly the 
kinds of students who are benefitting from 
the scholarships we are now able to pro-
vide. It is so gratifying to know we are giv-
ing them the chance to reach for the future 
they have envisioned for themselves.”

McAfee said she expects this is just the 
start.

“We really hope to see new partners join 
us in the coming year,” she said, “so that 
this time next fall, we’ll be able to help 
even more students have access to UCCI.”

On Tuesday, Oct. 5, 13 students received 
scholarships from RBC Royal Bank (Cay-
man). The bank created a fund of $20,000 in 
recent months to help Caymanian students.

Last Wednesday, Sept. 29, the school 
presented privately funded, largely needs-
based scholarships to 68 students at two 
afternoon events. One was dedicated to 
recipients of Community Engagement 
Program scholarships.

McAfee called the events a “celebration 
of the generosity of our community part-
ners.”

Such organizations as those within En-
terprise Cayman, Sterling Security Solu-
tions, Cayman Water Authority, Cisco and 
Progressive Distributors, along with do-
nors Beverley and Thomas Simpson, pre-
sented students with scholarship awards.

Many of these new scholarships take 
into account a student’s financial situa-
tion. McAfee said the support is reaching 
students who might not otherwise have a 
chance at higher education. Government 
funded scholarships, as well as many from 
the private sector, are performance based, 
awarding students with the highest GPAs.

Thomas Simpson, a former member of 
the UCCI Board of Governors, said he and 
his wife, Beverley, provided $50,000 an-
nually, for an initial four years, to establish 
the Community Engagement Programme, 
which is designed to reach students who 
may not meet those GPA requirements but 

still have a desire to continue their educa-
tions.

“When I came here and became part 
of the board, I said, ‘Where is the needs-
based scholarship program?’” he recalled. 
“It didn’t exist.”

The Simpsons’ hope is that they will be 
the first of many who will give to the pro-
gramme.

“Anybody who wants to go to universi-
ty should have access,” Tom Simpson said. 
“That’s why we’re quite happy to provide 
this money.”

McAfee said needs-based support is 
crucial for college students and UCCI is no 
exception.

“I am proud to stand with the Simpsons 
today and thank them for helping us to re-
move one of the obstacles that exists for 

many,” she said. “We hope together that 
we will build contributions to this pro-
gramme so that financial need won’t be an 
issue anymore and that anyone who wants 
to can attend UCCI.”

McAfee told the honourees their awards 
came with certain responsibilities.

“Your actions will inspire others to give 
through this programme so that more stu-
dents like yourselves have a means to suc-
ceed at UCCI,” she said. “Your job today is 
the help spread the word, that if you have 
a way to give, give to UCCI. We hope to-
gether we will build a better Cayman.”

If you are interested in starting your suc-
cess story at UCCI, visit our website at ucci.
edu.ky or set up an appointment with our 
admissions team by calling 623-0567.

UCCI Awards Scholarships

COVID-19 Vaccine Schedule –OCT 2021 (v1.2) PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
BRING YOUR 
OWN FACE 
MASK

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OCTOBER 4 5 6 7 8 9

1st & 2nd Dose available to all persons 12 years and older

Boosters (3rd Dose) available to clinically extremely vulnerable (see criteria below)*
AstraZeneca available – 5h – 8th October 2021 (Lions Centre)

NORTH SIDE 
HEALTH CENTRE
4:30pm – 6:30pm

LIONS CENTRE
11am – 3pm
4:30 – 7pm

LIONS CENTRE
11am – 3pm
4:30 – 7pm

LIONS CENTRE
8:30am – 12:30pm

LIONS CENTRE
8:30am – 12pm
1:30 – 4:30pm

NO CLINIC

11 12 13 14 15 16

1st & 2nd Dose available to all persons 12 years and older

Boosters (3rd Dose) available to 70+ years old & clinically extremely vulnerable *

LIONS CENTRE
8:30am – 12pm
1:30 – 5pm

LIONS CENTRE
11am – 3pm
4:30 – 7pm

LIONS CENTRE
11am – 3pm
4:30 – 7pm
SISTER ISLANDS
Aston Rutty Centre
9am – 12pm

LIONS CENTRE
8:30am – 12:30pm

LIONS CENTRE
8:30am – 12pm
1:30 – 4:30pm

NO CLINIC

The COVID-19 vaccine is available to ALL persons 12 years and over.
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By Staff Writer

Worried that the Government has not 
moved forward with the plan to deal with 
Cayman’s waste problem (called Project 
ReGen), the Leader of the Opposition Roy 
McTaggart wrote to Premier Wayne Pan-
ton to see if the Premier would advise ex-
actly where the project currently stood at 
Monday’s special meeting of Parliament.

Mr McTaggart said that a crucial date for 
the project seemed to be missed and, as a 
result, the Opposition were concerned that 
this would jeopardise the entire project.

In the letter to the Premier, which was 
sent on 29th September, Mr McTaggart 
said that the project agreement signed 
with DECCO was heading to the crucial 
date of 30th September, at which time the 
“financial close” of the project should have 
taken place.

“There are potentially dire consequenc-
es if financial close is not achieved. Most 
obviously, unless an extension is put in 
place, the project fails. The immediate 
consequence of that would be that the 

Government would become liable for mil-
lions of dollars of abortive costs but, more 
significantly, it would leave Cayman with 
no solution for its waste problem with 
the available space at George Town land-
fill fast running out. That would clearly 
be an untenable position. Therefore, I 
would hope that if, as I suspect, financial 
close is not achieved by 30th September, 
the Government has reached agreement 
with DECCO on a suitable extension,” Mr 
McTaggart wrote in his letter.

However the Government did not give 
an update on the project at this week’s 
meeting of Parliament.

Mr McTaggart said that since coming 
to office, the Government had made no 
meaningful reference to the ReGen project 
that he could find.

“This causes the Opposition much con-
cern given the importance of the ReGen 
project to our Islands,” he stated.

Mr McTaggart remained hopeful that an 
extension to the financial close deadline 
date had been agreed with DECCO, but 
said he felt the Government had missed a 

timely opportunity to update the country 
on this important project.

“The Opposition, therefore, are calling 
for full transparency from the Govern-

ment with regards to the future of the Re-
Gen project and the closure of the environ-
mental hazard known as the George Town 
landfill,” they asked.

Opposition leader calls for the 
City Dump plan update

 X Leader of the Opposition Roy McTaggart

The newly created Ministry of Sustain-
ability and Climate Resiliency now has re-
sponsibility for the ReGen Cayman’s Ener-
gy and Recycling Centre.

“Given the national importance of the 
ReGen project and its intended benefits of 
creating a more sustainable waste man-
agement system for the Cayman Islands, I 
believe the Ministry of Sustainability and 
Climate Resiliency is well-positioned to 
take the project forward and ensure the 
intended sustainability benefits. Addition-
ally, Ministry Chief Officer Jennifer Ahearn 
has considerable experience with the 
project,” Mr. Panton said. “This transition 
also allows Hon. Minister Sabrina Turn-
er and her team at the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness to continue prioritizing the 
country’s response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”

At the time of the agreement, the 30 Sep-
tember date gave the parties six months 
to continue their negotiations around the 
various conditions precedent and reach 
financial close.

“Having recently received a more de-
tailed briefing regarding the project, I am 
of the view that the six month timeline 
that was agreed previously was, at best, 
an ambitious target,” Mr. Panton said. “The 
details of the outstanding conditions prec-
edent are obviously not something that 
can be shared, as the negotiations have 
not been concluded; however I believe it 
is sufficient to note that there are a num-
ber of conditions precedent that were out-
standing at the time of the project agree-
ment signing, several of which remain 
outstanding currently and their complex-
ity reflects the complexity of the project.”

The Cayman Islands Government, un-
der the previous administration, and Dart 
became contractually committed to imple-
menting the project after signing the pro-
ject contract in March 2021.

Mr. Panton assures the people of the 
Cayman Islands that the project will con-
tinue as the project team continues to 
progress strategic elements of the pro-
ject, including the Environmental Impact 

Assessment and capping the main 
mound at the George Town Landfill.

The crossing of the 30 September 
without satisfying the conditions 
precedent does not mean that the 
project is dead, but it does mean 
that Government has not rushed 
blindly to sign off on the project.

“This project is simply far too im-
portant in addition to being very 
complex, to make any hasty or 
half-informed decisions,” Mr. Pan-
ton said.

Since taking office, in addition to 
the usual time required for familiar-
isation by a new administration, the 
Government has had to deal with 
many urgent and complex issues.

“This has necessitated that we 
adopt a triage type of approach, 
where we have had to place great-
er focus on those issues that were 
both critically urgent and important. In 
addition the intention of the Government 
is to bring a greater focus on sustaina-

bility, which requires 
ensuring that assess-
ments and conclusions 
are reviewed to ensure 
they remain consistent 
with these objectives,” 
Mr. Panton said.

“I want to assure 
the public that this 
Government recogniz-
es the need to have 
an integrated solid 
waste management 
system that delivers a 
long-term, sustainable 
solution for all three 
of our beloved Cay-
man Islands,” he said. 
“I also want to assure 
everyone that we will 

be striving to deliver an integrated solid 
waste management system that achieves 
the appropriate balance across the sus-
tainable development triple bottom lines 
of people, planet, and profits – balancing 
social, environmental, and economic ben-
efits.”

Dart President Development Delivery 
and Infrastructure Cameron Graham said, 
“Dart understands responsibility for the 
continued progress of the ReGen project 
is being transferred to the Ministry of 
Sustainability & Climate Resiliency. Re-
Gen will deliver a number of sustainabil-
ity benefits for the country, from reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions to improving 
recycling performance and diverting up 
to 95% of our waste from being landfilled. 
We look forward to working with Chief Of-
ficer Jennifer Ahearn once again to move 
the project forward and achieve the envi-
ronmental, social and economic benefits 
of ReGen.”

ReGen project shifts to Premier’s Ministry
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No Reopening date given yet
By Staff Writer

“Cayman needs to pave a way for a safe 
and continuous opening of its borders 
whereby vaccinated visitors could come 
without the need for quarantine, while at 
the same time trying to ensure that people 
are not made seriously ill or die with Cov-
id,” said Premier Wayne Panton. This posi-
tion was made clear during the Parliamen-
tary debate on two Bills at the beginning 
of the week which saw new laws brought 
in to mandate vaccinations for certain cat-
egories of people.

To that end, the Premier said Govern-
ment would be rolling out a plan explain-
ing how this would be done, but he ruled 
out giving a specific date on which the bor-
ders would reopen.

Some of the areas to be addressed in the 
reopening plan included the Public Health 
system, social practices, testing and re-
porting, isolation regimes, vaccination lev-
els, immigration and entry requirements, 
employment and labour matters, trav-
el, data and analytics, law enforcement, 

emergency response, and information 
sharing and communications.

However, Premier Panton said it was 
impossible for Government to randomly 
pick a date for full reopening of the border 
because the decision needed to be based 
on science.

One tool in the battle was the use of lat-
eral flow Covid tests which had recently 
been proved for use, which provide fast 
identification of positive cases. These tests 
play an integral role in the Government’s 
overall management strategy by empow-
ering people to proactively stay aware of 
their Covid-19 status by self-testing while 
reducing the need to attend a healthcare 
facility for initial testing. The tests have 
been ordered and are expected on Island 
in the coming weeks.

“Many of these tests can be self-admin-
istered and have the potential to elim-
inate the challenges presently faced by 
employers, patrons, customers, students 
and those wanting to go to the gym,” Mr. 
Panton said. “Living with Covid means 
that we will try to keep our unvaccinated 

children in school using regular lateral 
flow testing and the isolation only of those 
who have tested positive rather than the 
whole class.”

Lateral flow testing will be used when 
students return to classes after mid-term 
break on 25th October.

The Premier also called on employers to 
do their part in helping the Government 
safely reopen borders while managing 
Covid.

“Employers will have to do their part if 
we are to safely control Covid and man-
age it. We can’t have employees feeling as 
if they have to choose between their job 
and their health or that of their children,” 
he said. “So, while we look to make prac-
tical adjustments to quarantine periods 
for those who are vaccinated, we can’t 
allow Covid-positive employees to simply 
continue to go to work without isolation. 
That’s not safe, not healthy or wise.”

The Premier said Government’s vision 
was to get the country to a point where they 
could continue the reopening programme 
and remain open in a responsible way.

“…not just trying to stay open, not just 
fighting against the odds to stay open, but 
doing it in a safe way where people are not 
suffering to any large extent,” Mr. Panton 
said.

Premier outlines priorities to reopening

The Ministry of Home Affairs is pleased 
to announce two internal management 
level promotions in the Department of 
Public Safety Communications (DPSC).

The appointments of Mr. Sean Vasquez, 
as the Department’s Acting Director, and 
Ms Chelsea Blake as its Acting Assistant 
Director, show commitment to succession 
continuity.

Having served as the department’s As-
sistant Director of Electronic Monitoring 
since 2018, Mr. Vasquez was mentored 
by Mr. Julian Lewis, Director of DPSC who 
is now Acting Deputy Chief Officer in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. The Caymanian 
public safety expert brings decades of law 
enforcement and emergency management 
experience to his new post.

The holder of a degree in Business Ad-
ministration, his extensive work resume 
and formal qualifications are diverse and 
encompass several complementary areas 
of specialisation. Most recently, he led the 
department’s initiatives in the electron-
ic monitoring of offenders, the national 

closed circuit television network and the 
national public safety radio system.

Speaking from his office, following his 
appointment, Mr. Vasquez said: “I am very 
excited to be taking over the helm of such 
a dynamic and highly dedicated team at 
the DPSC.

“I am looking forward to the opportu-
nity to maintaining the highest standards 
of our training, professionalism and con-
tinuing to provide world-class service to 
the Cayman community, our public safety 
partners and clients 24/7,” he added.

Ms Blake’s promotion from Telecommu-
nicator Level 1 to DPSC’s Acting Assistant 
Director is the culmination of meticulous 
planning and a far-sighted goal to pro-
gress within the department she is com-
mitted to.

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build 
a door,” she said: “I have been building 
doors since I started my journey with the 
department 17 years ago. As the Acting 
Assistant Director, I am honoured to be 
given the opportunity to work as part of 

this dynamic group of 
persons who selflessly 
provide essential servic-
es to the Cayman Islands 
and make a difference in 
what they do.”

Ms Blake who is the 
department’s Emergency 
Medical Dispatch Manag-
er, Fire Service Commu-
nications, Public Safety 
Communications, and 
Communications Train-
ing Officer Instructor has 
been in a management 
supporting role since ear-
lier this year.

Determined to advance 
to the highest levels in a 
rewarding sector of pub-

lic service, she has amassed qualifications 
to this end. Not only has Ms Blake achieved 
International Leadership in Management 
(ILM) qualifications, she is also currently 
studying for a BSc in International Man-
agement (minoring in Human Resources) 
at the University of the West Indies.

Ministry of Home Affairs Acting Chief 
Officer, Mr. Michael Ebanks welcomed 
both colleagues to their new roles and 
said: “I congratulate both Sean and Chel-
sea on their well-deserved appointments. 
They both bring strong backgrounds in 
public safety communications and I look 
forward to working with them as we pro-
vide the Cayman Islands with the next 
generation of public safety communica-
tions services.

“Their appointments also reflect their 
hard work, determination and exception-
al leadership qualities. Furthermore their 
promotions show the success of the Minis-

try’s strategic vision and belief in building 
for future capacity by nurturing internal 
talent and implementing succession plan-
ning over the years.”

DPSC has two primary functions. First, 
the Public Safety Communications Cen-
tre (PSCC) processes emergency (9-1-1) 
and non-emergency telephone calls and 
dispatches the appropriate resource to re-
quests for service. These resources include 
the Royal Cayman Islands Police Service, 
Cayman Islands Health Services Authori-
ty’s EMS Department, Cayman Islands Fire 
Service and others. The department’s sec-
ond function is the Electronic Monitoring 
Centre (EMC), which is responsible for the 
monitoring of selected offenders referred 
by Her Majesty’s Prison Service, RCIPS, and 
Judicial Administration. In addition, EMC 
is also responsible for the monitoring of 
cameras associated with the National CCTV 
Programme.

Department of Public Safety Communications 
Promotes from Within

 X Department of Public Safety Communications Acting Director Mr. Sean Vasquez

 X Department of Public Safety Communications Acting 
Assistant Director Ms Chelsea Blake (standing) talks with 
Communications Supervisor Ms Naddine Davis
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By midday Monday over 1,300 people 
had signed on to support the November 
22nd reopening call.

The surprise announcement with its 
suggested date comes just days after Hon. 
Premier Wayne Panton said he would give 
the business community and the public a 
month’s notice ahead of a new reopening 
target date set by the government.

According to a government release then, 
Mr Panton had said it is impossible for 
Government to randomly pick a date for 
full reopening of the border because the 
decision needs to be based on science.

“It means we rely on the advice and rec-
ommendations in an updated plan, which 
has had the input of experts in the Public 
Service and the Public Health so that we 
can evaluate the country’s readiness to not 
only open but very importantly to remain 
open safely without having lockdown sce-
narios; without having to contemplate 
shutting down,” he said.

In the past few weeks, Cayman has been 
grappling with an outbreak of communi-
ty spread COVID-19 cases with over 100 
cases mainly affecting students at several 
schools forcing officials to close all schools 
by bringing forward the autumn half-term 
break.

But in making its case for a November 
22nd reopening, Reopen Cayman argues 
that several key objectives have been met.

Among them, it lists: “We’ve kept Cay-
man healthy, but the time has come to 
safely reopen our Islands. Caymanian busi-
nesses need a plan to reopen for their sur-

vival. Vaccination is strongly 
recommended for the safety 
of our community.”

In a previous statement, 
Reopen Cayman had said 
that “to support the govern-
ment and help the commu-
nity prepare for this next 
phase of the pandemic, the 
group plans to launch a 
public education campaign 
which highlights how “get-
ting ready” can vary from 
person to person, and for 
different organisations, de-
pending on the situation.”

On its website urging 
people to pledge their sup-
port for a November 22nd reopening, the 
group which is endorsed by the Cayman 
Islands Tourism Association (CITA) and 
the Chamber of Commerce, says: “The 
Cayman Islands border has now been 
closed for over 18 months. It is important 
that we use this time to prepare ourselves 
as we look to follow in the footsteps of oth-
er countries around the world and learn to 
co-exist with COVID-19 in the community.”

It also says: “To support the government 
in readying the Cayman Islands community 
for a safe reopening, we have launched The 
Pledge to demonstrate the number of Cay-
man’s residents that are Ready to Reopen.”

Central to the Government’s reopening 
strategy has been the ongoing vaccination 
programme.

Cayman has one of the highest vacci-
nation rates in the world, but a new de-
bate has erupted around specific vaccine 

mandates passed into law by the PACT 
coalition during last week’s meeting of 
Parliament but voted against by the Pro-
gressives-led opposition.

The controversial move has divided 
opinions not only between Government 
and Opposition but in the wider commu-
nity.

Reopen Cayman says with border reo-
pening currently on pause, public and pri-
vate sectors have additional time to work 
together and ensure appropriate policies 
and procedures are in place for interna-
tional travel to resume safely.

It also states that once borders reopen, 
the community’s readiness to safely coex-
ist with the virus will be vital to protect 
lives and livelihoods.

“We understand that “ready” will look 
and feel different for everyone, but we’re 
asking you to make the pledge and have 

your voice heard...We be-
lieve we are ready to fully 
reopen our borders; for 
local businesses to thrive 
again, to welcome back vis-
itors and to reconnect with 
loved ones overseas.”

Meanwhile, in his state-
ment last week, Premier 
Panton had indicated that a 
comprehensive plan was be-
ing developed for managing 
the COVID-19 pandemic go-
ing forward in Cayman and 
had also called on employ-
ers to do their part in help-
ing the Government safely 
reopen borders.

“Government will shortly roll out a Cab-
inet-approved plan that provides predict-
ability, accountability and transparency 
that can be shared with everyone," he said.

According to Mr Panton some of the 
areas to be addressed include "the Pub-
lic Health system, social practices, testing 
and reporting, isolation regimes, vac-
cination levels, immigration and entry 
requirements, employment and labour 
matters, travel, data and analytics, law 
enforcement, emergency response, and 
information sharing and communica-
tions."

It's expected that that plan will be rolled 
out shortly although it could not be de-
termined if it will be published before or 
after the Government sets the official date 
for the deferred reopening, or whether it 
would be before, after on the same date 
that Reopen Cayman is lobbying for.

'REOPEN CAYMAN' SETS NOVEMBER 22nd DATE
CONTINUED FROM Page 1

Independent, candid and honest discussions on various topics 
affecting our Community

THE PANEL
DISCUSSING TOUGH TOPICS

Live on Caymanian Times Facebook and YouTube
Every Thursday 8 - 9.30 pm

Mario E Ebanks
Ralph Lewis

Roy Bodden

Caymanian
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Roadworks – West Bay 
Road Monday, Oct 11 

to Friday, Oct 15
The National Roads Authority and its 

subcontractor will undertake paving 
works on a section of West Bay Road 
from Canal Point Drive (The Strand) to 
Safe Haven Drive from Monday, October 
11 to Friday, October 15, 8:00 p.m. to 
5:00 a.m.

Motorists are being asked to plan ahead 
and watch out for traffic diversions. Local 
traffic will be allowed through.

Members of the public can email nra@
nra.ky with questions or comments re-
garding this project. For any urgent con-
cerns, please call 946-7780/525-1251.

The Queen Elizabeth II Botanic Park 
(QEIIBP) will fully reopen on Saturday 
(16th October) following a major cleanup 
effort after Tropical Storm Grace swept 
through the islands almost two months 
ago, announced the Tourism Attraction 
Board (TAB).

On August 17th, the Park nursery was 
completely destroyed, and many large and 
healthy trees were snapped in half or up-
rooted, crashing down on buildings, and 
blocking paths due to the strong winds ex-
perienced during the storm. Along with the 
removal of damaged wood from the nurs-
ery structure, more than 20 storm-dam-
aged trees were taken away and dozens 
more hazardous hanging branches were 
trimmed to ensure the safety of all visitors 
who frequent the Park.

“While it was unfortunate the Park had 
to close, the safety and welfare of our vis-
itors is our top priority,” said TAB Direc-
tor Patrick Thompson. “With the cleanup 
work completed, we invite residents to 
come out and once again enjoy all of what 

the Park has to offer. We also want to pub-
licly thank all those who donated their 
time, equipment and funds to assist us in 
this time of need,” he added.

The work was carried out by Botanic 
Park staff in conjunction with the Cayman 
Islands Regiment, the Department of En-

vironmental Health, 
Robson Construc-
tion, Rotary Club 
Central, Garden Club 
Grand Cayman mem-
bers, Tony's Toys, 
Genesis Trust, the 
Filipino community, 
and countless more 
dedicated volun-
teers.

“We are very 
grateful to all our 
staff, the support of 
the TAB and for the 
major contributions 
of assistance from 
the community af-
ter Tropical Storm 
Grace did some ma-
jor damage, but in 
time the shade and 
full beauty of our 
gardens will return," 
said QEIIBP General 
Manager John Law-
rus.

To ensure all was 
in order before wel-
coming back visitors, 
final inspections of 
the park were com-
pleted late last week 
by Mr. Lawrus and 
the QEIIBP Horticul-
tural Manager Nick 
Johnson.

Coinciding with mid-term 
break, the Children’s Garden and 
its popular Splash Pad will open 
this weekend between 10:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. and will remain 
open throughout the week.

"I am very happy to have the 
Park open to the public again. 
There could not be a better place 
to enjoy a peaceful walk and re-
charge your batteries than at the 
Botanic Park. We will have a vol-
unteer on hand at the Children’s 
Garden to ensure safety but ask 
that parents remain with their 
children as we will be adhering 
to all current COVID-19 Regula-
tions,” said Mr. Lawrus.

Food and drink will be provided 
by Good Mood Food on Saturday 
and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., and plants will be avail-
able for purchase at the QEIIBP 
gift shop at the Visitors Centre.

“I also want to remind our visi-
tors, that the National Trust Blue 
Iguana Conservation facility is up 
and running and will be open all week to 
accommodate walk-in and guided facility 
tours as well,” added Mr. Lawrus.

Entry to the QEIIBP is only $5.00 for res-
idents and children under five years old 
are free. The Park is open daily from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information call 

947-9462 or email admin@botanic-park.
ky.

Additional fees are required to visit the 
Blue Iguana Conservation (BIC) facility. 
Contact tours@nationaltrust.org.ky for 
more information and to reserve your BIC 
tour.

BOTANIC PARK TO REOPEN THIS WEEKEND

The Tourism Attraction Board (TAB) is responsible for managing the Queen Eliz-
abeth II Botanic Park; the National Historic Site, Pedro St. James; the Cayman Craft 
Market and the Hell Geological Site.

For information on the TAB or its agencies please email marketing@tab.ky , call 
949-6999 or visit the website www.tab.ky and its social media sites (below).

https://www.facebook.com/TourismAttractionBoard
https://www.instagram.com/tourismattractionboard/

X Blue Iguana suns itself at BIC facility (Photo by Sonita Malan)

X QEIIBP Ready to welcome back visitors post TS Grace (Photo by 
Sonita Malan)

X Children enjoying Cayman National Splash Pad at BP Family Fun 
Day in January (Photo by Sonita Malan)

X QEIBP nursery destroyed as a result of TS Grace
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Police Investigate Three 
Consecutive Firearm Incidents
Just after 1:10AM on Monday morning 

11 October the RCIPS Firearms Response 
Unit responded to a 911-Emegrency dis-
patch to a report of shots being fired in 
the area of Finch Drive, West Bay.

When officers arrived at the location, 
two unattended vehicles were found 
with what appeared to be bullet holes. 
One of the vehicles petrol tank was dam-
aged and the Fire Services responded 
and safely prevented any further dam-
age to the vehicle or threat to public 
safety.

Shortly thereafter, two subsequent re-
ports of shots fired at two separate loca-
tions in George Town were received and 
responded to by the police.

The second incident occurred just after 
1:50AM at Pedestrian Plaza on Shedden 
Road in the vicinity of Printers Way.

The third incident was reported to the 
police just before 2:15AM and took place 
at The Strand off Canal Point Road.

Both scenes were held by the police 
and certain articles of evidence were col-
lected by the Crime Scene Investigating 
Officer processing the scenes.

The alleged person or persons involved 
in both shootings had left the scenes be-
fore the police arrived. Police believe 
these incidents are contained to a specific 
group of individuals. There is a possibili-
ty these incidents may be linked, however 
we are keeping an open mind at this early 
stage of the investigation.

Investigations into these incidents are 
underway and the police are appealing 
to anyone with information that might 
assist in these investigations to call the 
Major Incident Room at 649-2930.

Anonymous tips can be provided di-
rectly to the RCIPS via our Confidential 
Tip Line at 949-7777, or via our website 
http://www.rcips.ky/submit-a-tip.

RCIPS Financial Crimes 
Investigation Unit Investigates 

Forged Bank Notes
The RCIPS Financial Crimes Investiga-

tions Unit, have received two separate re-
ports of forged notes that were turn over 
by two separate financial institutions in 
the Cayman Islands. From the reports, a 
forged KYD $100 note was turned over 
and from the other was a forged KYD $1 
note. The serial number on the forged 
KYD $100 note, matched that of a previ-
ous note that was handed in to the police.

Financial crime investigators are ask-
ing the public to be vigilant when ex-
changing money. Some ways that the pub-
lic may be able to identify genuine note 
are to compare the feel of the notes you 
receive with ones that they already have 
and to look for the unique details on KYD 
genuine bank notes such as the security 
thread, watermarks and serial numbers.

For more information on how to ensure 
that the banknotes you receive are genu-
ine, you may visit the Cayman Islands 
Monetary Authority website at www.
cima.ky.

If you believe that you have been giv-
en a forged note, please do not attempt 
to spend the note, but instead report the 
matter to the police by calling the Finan-
cial Crimes Investigations Unit at 949-
8797.

The RCIPS is reminding the public that 
knowingly uttering a forged note is an 
offense in the Cayman Island, which on 
conviction, carries a sentence of impris-
onment for 7 years.

Bodden Town Man Charged 
with Aggravated Burglary

On Wednesday 6 October police for-
mally charged a 43-year-old-man of 
Bodden Town with Aggravated Burglary 
following his arrest in relation to an inci-
dent that took place just before 5:50PM 
on 3 October, at a residence in Birchwood 
Road, George Town.

The Bodden Town man was arrested 
by officers at the scene of the incident 
with weapons in his possession that were 
used to assault another man, after for-
cibly entering the premise. The injured 
party was transported by ambulance to 
the Cayman Islands Hospital by ambu-
lance where he was treated for serious 

but non-life-threatening injuries and lat-
er released.

The Bodden Town man appeared in 
court on Wednesday and was subse-
quently bailed to return on 27 October 
2021.

RCIPS Reminds Motorists to 
Avoid Mobile Phone Usage and 

Illegal Tint
The RCIPS continues its efforts to en-

sure road safety through enforcement. 
Since 11 August, officers have been tar-
geting motorists using mobile phones 
while driving, and in the month of Sep-
tember issued over 150 tickets for this 
offense.

However, despite enforcement efforts, 
officers continue to see a large number 
of people using phones while driving. 
Officers have also noticed a significant 
increase in the number of vehicles with 
what appears to be illegal tint, which 
also poses a safety concern around vis-
ibility, particularly at night. Checks will 
be made on any vehicle that appears to 
have illegal tint and anyone found to be 
in contravention of the law will be tick-
eted.

The RCIPS would like to remind mo-
torists that the legal tint limits are 35% 
on the two front windows and 15% on 
all other windows with the exception of 
the front windscreen which should have 
only a six-inch strip, at the top (at any 
percentage). Tickets for tint violation 
start at $150 and repeat offenders will 
be warned for intended prosecution and 
sent to court where, on conviction, are li-
able to a greater fine.

“Over October we will continue to fo-
cus on mobile phone usage while driving, 
while also targeting persons with illegal 
tint,” says Acting Superintendent Brad 
Ebanks. “We continue to encourage all 
road users to drive safely and avoid un-
necessary fines by ensuring their vehicles 
are roadworthy. It’s not only your safety 
but the safety of other road users that is 
at stake every time you operate your ve-
hicle in an unsafe manner. We thank all 
those members of the public who prior-
itise safe driving behaviours every time 
they get behind the wheel of their vehi-
cle”.

RCIPS Advises the Public of 
Increase in Theft of Construction 

& Maintenance Equipment
Over the past three months, since early 

July, there has been an increase in reports 
of thefts from construction sites and from 
vehicles involved in construction, main-
tenance and gardening work. The items 
taken have included both building mate-
rials and tools.

As such, the RCIPS is advising persons 
involved in these businesses of precau-
tions they can take against such thefts:

Consider implementing increased 
lighting on job sites, and potentially hir-
ing on-site security. You should also keep 
track of who attends the site during the 

day and make note of any suspicious or 
unauthorized persons. Vehicles carrying 
equipment should be secured when left 
unattended, and materials should not be 
left out in the open if possible. Addition-
ally, it is best to record serial numbers 
of equipment and to mark items, so that 
they can be identified more easily if a 
theft does occur.

Persons working in these businesses 
are also encouraged to report any in-
stances of unusual attempts to sell them 
tools or equipment, as these goods may 
have been stolen.

Police Investigate Wounding 
Incident in Bodden Town

Shortly before 4:40PM on Friday, 8 Oc-
tober, officers responded to a report of a 
wounding at a business plaza on Bodden 
Town Road, east of Lake Destiny Drive. It 
was reported that at least two men were 
involved in an altercation which became 
physical, and one of the men stabbed 
another multiple times. The victim was 
transported to hospital via private vehi-
cle to be treated for non-life-threatening 

injuries and subsequently discharged. Of-
ficers attended the location and arrested 
a man, age 29 of East End, on suspicion of 
Assault GBH. He has been granted bail as 
investigations continue.

The matter is currently under police 
investigation and anyone who may have 
witnessed the incident or may have any 
information is asked to contact Bodden 
Town CID at 947-2220.

P O L I C E  N E W SP O L I C E  N E W S
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By Christopher Tobutt

“Hands that Heal and Hearts that Care,” 
was the theme of the Capping, Pinning and 
Candle-lighting ceremony for five UCCI 
School of Nursing sophomore students. It 
was a proud moment indeed, not just for 
the students, but for everyone in Cayman, 
as they welcome six new nurses who have 
dedicated their lives to caring for others.

Senior Lecturer in the School of Nurs-
ing, Karen Jones was MC for the evening. 
She invited Pastor Felix Manzanares ask 
God’s blessing upon the evening, before 
introducing the School’s Director, Quida 
Johnson-Shirley who outlined the journey 
each of the nurses had taken to their cap-
ping ceremony, which included two weeks 
at the Bustamante Hospital for Children in 
Jamaica as a practical to stand alongside 
their extensive academic study.

Deputy Speaker, Hon Katherine Ebanks-
Wilks said, “This event represents a signif-
icant milestone in your lives. I commend 
the UCCI for initiating the nursing pro-
gramme in 2013 and since then providing 
high quality nursing education for Cayma-
nians and residents alike.”

President and CEO of UCCI Stacy McAf-
fee said, “Students, we are so proud of you 
and we marvel at the progress you made 
on this profound journey.” It was impor-
tant that we are able to train nurses locally, 

Ms McAffee, commented, before she quot-
ed Florence Nightingale, the ‘Lady of the 
Lamp,’ who is widely recognized as a pi-
oneer of the nursing profession,“ ‘Feelings 
waste themselves in words, they ought all 
to be distilled into… actions which bring 
results,’” she said, “Holy scripture reminds 
us that you are the light of the world…..let 
your light shine before men that they see 
your good deeds and praise your father in 
heaven.”

Pastor Hyacinth Rose, regarded as a 
pioneer of the nursing profession in the 
Cayman Islands, gave the keynote address. 
“Nursing education is never ended…
it should continue exciting and fruitful. 
Nursing is a unique discipline and you 
have to keep sharp….nursing is going to 
be always changing and you have to al-
ways keep up,” She said. “No-one should 
ever discount someone who has dedicat-
ed their life to the care of someone else, 
and no-one should underestimate you….
certainly not your community. The calib-
er of your nursing should never ever be in 
question. It should be of the highest qual-
ity even if conditions are not always ideal. 
Nurses learn how to improvise without 
compromise ….hands that heal and hearts 
that care. this is what you are all about.”

Three of the new nurses presented Ms. 
Rose with a beautiful bouquet of flow-
ers, in appreciation for all she has done 

to advance the nursing profession in the 
Cayman Islands. During the Capping and 
Pinning ceremony, Oniellia Burrell, Aleek 
Rose, Meisha Thompson, Josannah Wat-
son, and Timothy Wesley came onstage. 

Then, each had a symbolic candle, and a 
little white lamp. The lights were dimmed 
as a mystery lady, dressed as Florence 
Nightingale, walked onstage to light each 
of their candles.

 X Letting your light shine, Oniellia Burrell, Aleek Rose, Meisha Thompson, Josannah Watson, 
and Timothy Wesley X Hyacinth Rose receives a special presentation of flowers from two of the nurses

‘Hands that heal and hearts that 
care,’ at nurse capping ceremony

 X Candle lighting ceremony

 X Timothy Wesley Gains a pin. Candle lighting ceremony  XMeisha Thompson receives her nurse’s cap  X Oniellia Burrell receives her nurse’s cap
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Thanks to a generous sponsorship com-
mitment by local financial services pro-
vider Grant Thornton Specialist Services, 
the Cayman Islands Boxing Association 
will be sending local boxer Hepseba Angel 
to Ireland for some intense training and 
sparring opportunities with boxing coach 
Liam Brereton who is currently in Ireland 
with Cayman’s Brandy Barnes, another 
outstanding female boxer.

Hepseba, who is now 3-0 with a knock-
out to her credit, will be working with 
coach Liam Brereton’s gym in Edenderry, 
Ireland as he prepares the duo for upcom-
ing international competitions with the 
2022 Commonwealth Games first on the 
list.

Both boxers will be put through a rigor-
ous conditioning program and will have 
the opportunity to sharpen their skills 
through intense sparring sessions during 
the international camp, an opportunity 
they do not yet have in the Cayman Is-
lands due to the limited number of suita-
ble sparring partners, and female boxers. 
Coach Brereton is hosting an international 
sparring camp during this period which 
will host experienced female boxers from 
countries like India, Barbados, and Ireland 
in addition to the two women from Cay-
man. The two women will also be com-
peting in the Celtic Cup in furtherance of 
these objectives. Due to these commit-
ments, unfortunately Coach Brereton has 
had to remain in Ireland, whilst overseeing 
these training and sparring camps, which 
will extend through to the Commonwealth 
Games. This decision was also in part re-
lated to the heightened regulations im-
posed in Cayman preventing the spread 
of Covid-19 preventing adequate competi-
tion preparation. Coach Brereton remains 
a staunch supporter of the Cayman Islands 
Boxing Association, and both females will 
be returning to Irish camp after the Christ-
mas break.

CIBA has high hopes for Hepseba, who 
is employed by Grant Thornton Specialist 
Services, and have expressed their ap-
preciation for this generous sponsorship 
offering which includes a commitment to 
allow Hepseba leave to attend the camp.

CIBAS Board of Directors issued the fol-
lowing statement,

“It is so refreshing and encouraging to 
receive this level of support for one of our 
boxers. Grant Thornton Specialist Services 
have stepped up in a big way to ensure that 
Hepseba has the requisite level of support 

to ensure she receives the training she 
needs to move up the ranks in women’s 
boxing without being distracted by finan-
cial and work concerns. We are extremely 
grateful to them for stepping up.”.

Speaking on behalf of sponsor Grant 
Thornton Specialist Services, Managing 
Director Margot MacInnis stated,

“At Grant Thornton our most valuable 
assets are the exceptionally talented peo-
ple we employ and work with on a daily 
basis. Hepseba has a bright insolvency & 
restructuring career ahead of her. The op-
portunity for Hepseba to represent our 
country at Commonwealth and hopefully 
future Olympic level boxing competitions 
is something we support whole heart-
edly and is an incredible opportunity for 
Hepseba. CIBA is doing great work with 
our Cayman athletes and their programs 
which feature the principles and skills of 
hard work, determination and resilience. 
We wish Hepseba all the best in her train-
ing program!”

Hepseba departed the Cayman Islands 
on 9 October and is expected to be in Ire-
land for approximately eight weeks. It is 
anticipated that there will be additional 
training camps and opportunities over-
seas for Caymans boxers as international 
competition opportunities become avail-
able.

Meanwhile, CIBA continues to focus on 
youth boxing locally despite the difficul-
ties presented by the ongoing pandem-
ic and plans to restructure and refocus 
the organisations activities are currently 
underway with several exciting develop-
ments soon to be announced.

2nd Cayman Boxer 
Heads To Ireland

X Hepseba Angel prepares for intense 
training camp in Ireland

X Hepseba Angel, Margot MacInnis & John Royle from Grant Thornton Specialist Services 
and representatives from the Cayman Islands Boxing Association

This notice is in accordance with the provisions of Section 15 of the Liquor Licensing Law (2019 Revision) 
and Section 6 of the Music And Dancing (Control) Law 2019 Revision which gives the Board authority to 
grant temporary licences subject to ratifi cation by the Board at its next regular session.

1) ISLANDS ENTERTAINMENT & MANAGE-
MENT LTD. T/A MANGO TREE RESTAURANT 
BAR & LOUNGE
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RETAIL & MU-
SIC&DANCE(MOBILE)
LOCATION: BLOCK 20B, PARCEL 358, 518 
SHEDDEN ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND 
CAYMAN

2) MARGIRIE ANN EBANKS & KYLE EBANKS 
T/A MY KANDA STORE
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK OPY, PARCEL 33, UNIT 
5, JACK & JILL BUILDING, 19 FORT STREET, 
GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

3) POSH NOSH LIMITED T/A LOBSTER POT 
RESTAURANT
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT & 
MUSIC AND DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 13E, PARCEL 168, 245 
NORTH CHURCH STREET, GEORGE TOWN, 
GRAND CAYMAN

4) DOOR NO. 4 LTD. T/A DOOR NO. 4
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT & 
MUSIC AND DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 11D, PARCEL 105, UNIT 
12 THE GROVE, WEST BAY ROAD, GEORGE 
TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

5) ROGER ESPINAL T/A SPANGLISH BAR AND 
GRILL
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT & 
MUSIC&DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 12C, PARCEL 350H19, 
UNIT 19 THE STRAND, CANAL POINT DRIVE, 
GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

6) SALTSWEET LIMITED T/A WATER & THE EL-
EPHANT/PICO
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT
LOCATION: BLOCK 13D, PARCEL 439, UNITS 
C13 & C14 CAYMAN TECHNOLOGY CEN-
TRE, 115B PRINTER WAY, GEORGE TOWN, 
GRAND CAYMAN

7) THE ANIMALS LTD T/A THE BIRD - LL
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT & 
MUSIC&DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 13B, PARCEL 154, UNITS 
30&31 SEVEN MILE SHOPS, WEST BAY 
ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

8) AET LTD. T/A SEVEN MILE BURGER
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT
LOCATION: BLOCK 11D, PARCEL 92, UNIT 
3-104, GOVERNORS SQUARE, 23 LIME TREE 
BAY AVENUE, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAY-
MAN

9) PHILLIP WILSON T/A ALFRESCO.
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT & 
MUSIC&DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 5B, PARCEL 172, 53 
TOWN HALL ROAD, WEST BAY, GRAND CAY-
MAN

10) BRYAN WELCOME T/A PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
GROCERIES II
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK OPY, PARCEL 112, UNIT 
1 BODMER BUILDING, SHEDDEN ROAD 
ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

11) YANET FIGUEREDO GONZALEZ T/A YA-
NET’S LIQUOR AND GROCERY STORE 
(LLQ)
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK 19E, PARCEL 161, UNIT 
2, 36A SEYMOUR DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN, 
GRAND CAYMAN

12) RUDOLPH DIXON T/A CASA LOUNGE
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY NIGHTCLUB & 
MUSIC&DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 12C, PARCEL 350H19A, 
UNIT 231, THE STRAND, CANAL POINT 
DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN

13) RUTH MCLAUGHLIN T/A ONE STOP MINI 
MARKET
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK 4D, PARCEL 70H4, LE-
MAR VILLAGE, 312 WEST CHURCH STREET, 
WEST BAY, GRAND CAYMAN

14) THE LODGE LTD.
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY MUSIC & DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 12C, PARCEL 350H18, 
UNIT 19A & 19B THE STRAND, 46 CANAL 
POINT DRIVE, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND 
CAYMAN

15) WATERBOYZ LIMITED T/A WATER BOYZ II
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK 57E, PARCEL 120, 1730 
FRANK SOUND ROAD, NORTH SIDE, GRAND 
CAYMAN

16) WATERBOYZ LIMITED T/A WATER BOYZ
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK 43D, PARCEL 15, UNIT 3 
PLAZA ODESSA, BODDEN TOWN, GRAND 
CAYMAN

17) CARY BARTON ENGLISH T/A WELLY’S 
COOL SPOT
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RETAIL & MU-
SIC&DANCE
LOCATION: BLOCK 14C, PARCEL 354, 110 
NORTH SOUND ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, 
GRAND CAYMAN

18) ALBA , KAZ & SASHA TATUM-GALLEGOS 
T/A CREWE ROAD MINI MART
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY PACKAGE
LOCATION: BLOCK 20E, PARCEL 328, 459 
CREWE ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND 
CAYMAN

19) BERGHEM LTD T/A LE VELE
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT
LOCATION: BLOCK 13EH, PARCEL 20, 147 
NORTH CHURCH STREET, GEORGE TOWN, 
GRAND CAYMAN

20) CROWN JEWEL LTD. T/A CORAL BEACH
BUSINESS: TEMPORARY RESTAURANT
LOCATION: BLOCK 12E, PARCEL 119, WEST 
BAY ROAD, GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAY-
MAN

Any member of the public who wishes to object to the aforementioned must do so in writing ad-
dressed to: The Chairman of the Liquor Licensing Board, Department of Commerce & Investment, 133 
Elgin Avenue, Government Administration Building, Suite 126, George Town, Grand Cayman, Cayman Is-
lands and/or Email: info@dci.gov.ky at least seven days prior to the date of the meeting.

Steven Pennington - Secretary
Liquor Licensing Board of Grand Cayman
Department of Commerce and Investment

LIQUOR LICENSING 
EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

Tuesday, 26 October 2021, at 11:00pm 
Government Administration Building, Room 1038, 

Elgin Avenue,
George Town, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands
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Jamaica targets 1 
million jabs

The Jamaican govern-
ment is hoping to deliver 
one million COVID-19 jabs 
by the end of November, 
Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness said.

“That is not impossible 
and not necessarily a very 
difficult task,” Holness said 
of the target. “It just re-
quires greater focus, and 
so the government will be 
redoubling its effort right 
throughout the country.”

Jamaicans have been re-
luctant to take the vaccine for a variety of 
reasons including fear of side effects and 
feeling taking the vaccine is unnecessary.

Over 810,000 doses have so far been 
administered. Over 513,000 first doses 
and 265,000 second shots, and 32,000 
jabs of the one-shot Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine have been administered. Approx-
imately 10 percent of the Jamaican pop-
ulation is fully vaccinated – one of the 

lowest rates of per capita take-up in the 
Caribbean.

Citing the importance of leveraging 
churches and trade unions as key influ-
encers, Holness said the government 
would be ramping up strategies to stave 
off the dumping of vaccines because they 
are reaching expiry dates. Vaccines expire 
roughly six months after their manufac-
ture.

Guyana new oil source 
multiplies riches

Guyana’s oil wealth got a mas-
sive boost after a discovery of a 
new source of approximately 10 
billion barrels.

ExxonMobil made the new 
discovery announcement at the 
Cataback-1 well for the Stabroek 
Block in offshore Guyana. 
Cataback-1 brings the total signif-
icant discoveries to more than 20 
within the Stabroek Block.

Alistair Routledge, president of 
ExxonMobil Guyana, said recent 
discoveries and ongoing projects 
will significantly enhance Guyana’s econ-
omy. He said that “since that first discov-
ery, more than US$500 million have been 
spent with local companies; more than 
800 local businesses, companies are in-
volved in the supply chain for our busi-
ness.”

Nevertheless, Guyanese groups con-
tinue to pressure the government to re-
view and revise the contract with Exxon 
to ensure a better deal on investment for 

all Guyanese as the country could become 
one of the world’s richest.

By around 2026, Guyana is projected 
to have the highest per capita oil produc-
tion of any country in the world. Previous 
forecasts issued by the IMF put Guyana’s 
economy at $14.1 billion by 2025, almost 
three times the 2019 figure.

The Guyana economy grew by 14.5 per 
cent during the first six months of this 
year, according to the Ministry of Finance.

Antigua opens new 
medical school

Antigua and Barbuda will 
soon produce medical pro-
fessionals after opening a 
new university that will fa-
cilitate medical studies.

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne was at the opening 
ceremony last week for the 
Western Imperial Medical 
University at Crabb’s Penin-
sula where the YIDA Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ) is lo-
cated.

Browne said that this ma-
jor educational institution 
will make a positive impact 
on Antigua and Barbuda’s 
economy and the university will contrib-
ute “around five percent of our GDP”.

Minister of Education Daryll Matthew 
believes that this “historic” occasion will 

deliver high quality education, provide 
great economic development and will 
make Antigua and Barbuda stand out as 
an academic centre of excellence.

Trinidad upgrades its 
robotics service

Trinidad and Tobago 
may soon see the wait-
ing time for surgical pro-
cedures reduced, thanks 
to the introduction of 
robotics.

Four robotic-assisted 
surgeries were done at 
the Port of Spain Gener-
al Hospital in September 
using the Freehand Pan-
orama CoBot (a robotic 
surgical assistant).

A group of six sur-
geons did a series of 
three “co-ordinated, 
keyhole surgeries” with 
the assistance of a sur-
gical robot. One of the 
surgeons and lecturer in surgery UWI, Dr 
Yardesh Singh, gave a demonstration of 

the robotic assistant at a 
press conference.

One of the problems 
medical professionals 
faced during the pan-
demic was that resourc-
es were stretched, as 
these were moved away 
from all other hospi-
tal services, said Prof 
Shamir Cawich of Port 
of Spain General Hos-
pital. The robotics will 
allow more patients to 
get much-needed oper-
ations and it will allow 
the teams to operate in 
much more trimmed and 
efficient fashion and will 

also aid in the development of medical 
tourism in TT and the region, he added.

Next Cuban protest blocked by army
Cuba has announced it will conduct 

annual military exercises on the date of 
planned human rights protests around the 
country.

Armed forces will conduct annual mili-
tary exercises on Nov. 18-19, leading up to 
a day of civilian defence preparedness on 
Nov. 20.

That is the same date dissident groups 
are planning nationwide demonstra-
tions calling for civil liberties, including 
the right to peaceful protest and an am-
nesty for imprisoned government oppo-
nents.

The largest protests the island had seen 
in decades broke out for two days in July, 
resulting in hundreds of arrests, one death 

and calls for US intervention by some Cu-
ban Americans.

Well-known government opponents are 
among those who remain behind bars fol-
lowing the unrest, with some facing long 
sentences.

The upcoming protests are being 
planned on Facebook by the Archipela-
go group, which says it has some 20,000 
members, many of whom live outside the 
country.

The government’s defence preparations 
are part of a military doctrine known as 
the ‘War of the Whole People’ designed to 
respond to a US invasion.

The last day features thousands of civil-
ians conducting exercises including evac-

uating work centres, tending 
to the wounded, engaging in 
weapons training, and train-
ing in logistical support such 
as making bullets and cook-
ing.

Playwright Yunior Garcia, 
administrator of Archipela-
go and leader of the planned 
protests, tweeted that the 
date of the military exercises 
showed the government in-
tended to “to further milita-
rise the country” on Nov. 20.

Unlike during the July 
unrest, which was largely spontaneous, 
the group has requested permission for 

marches in various cities on that date, to 
which the government has yet to respond.

 X The robots will help reduce 
waiting times

 X Antiguan students can learn in this dummy ward

 X Guyanese oil will soon bring vast wealth

 X Andrew Holness is leading by example

 X Cubans protested spontaneously in July
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Find the listed words in the diagram. 
They run in all directions – forward, 
back, up, down and diagonally.
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Caymanian

REOPENING 

SALEREOPENING 

SALE
Get back on track 

with our BIG 
discount on display 

ads
Advertise in our 

Wednesday Edition 
and receive a 50% 

discount

¼ page  $125
½ page  $225
Full page  $375

This offer expires on December 31 and ads 
can be used until March, 2022

For more information contact Ralph at 9162000 
or email sales@caymaniantimes.ky
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