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X Grouper Moon is a spectacular sight

Grouper Moon brightens up Little Cayman
Conservationists are gathered in Little
Cayman to monitor the annual Grouper
Moon, when thousands of Nassau groupers congregate to spawn. It has fascinated
scientists and oceanographers for decades.
Researchers are surveying the spawning at the aggregate sites where the ritual
always starts around this time of year for
up to ten days. They are filming and researching from Tuesday until Thursday or
Friday this week.
The Grouper Moon Project is a collaboration between the DoE, Reef Environment Education Foundation (REEF) and

other members of the Caribbean marine
scientific community. Todd Bohannon is
an educational volunteer with REEF. He
said: “This is my tenth year of coming
and probably the highlight of my year.
I missed coming last year because of
Covid and I’m super-excited to be back.”
One of the scientists observing is marine
biologist Brice Semmens, a professor at
the Institution of Oceanography in San
Diego. He said: “I’ve been part of this
project for almost 20 years and almost
every year we get to come down and
help the Cayman Islands Government
carry out the science they do to under-

stand and monitor the population of
Nassau Grouper. It’s a real privilege and
honour to be part of that group for that
length of time.”
The project is so popular with the
visiting scientists that Bohannon
revealed many researchers bring their
offspring to help out with research,
equipment and data analysis. In fact,
Semmens has brought his 13-year-old
son this time.
Despite his expert knowledge on the
topic, Semmens admits that they still don’t
fully know why the groupers start spawning exactly when they do, although a full

moon is the main reason. Semmens said:
“That’s totally true but in a year like this
year when there is what we call a ‘split
moon’, the challenge is when a full moon
happens in the middle of January and a
full moon in the middle of February, that’s
when we have a really hard time to predict when the fish will be spawning.” He
added that it happens around this time of
year because it’s when the ocean is at its
coldest.
The actual spawning process is spectacular with hundreds of male groupers
pursuing the lone female who releases her
eggs.

Twelve adults received their Home
Care Aide Certificate from The Pines Retirement Home (PRH) Tuesday, 16th November 2021. The students completed an
11-week Vocational Course in Home Care
Aide and an additional Ten (10) Hours of
Practical Training.
The course highlighted Proper Care
Procedures such as “how to” Develop
Effective Communication Skills, Handle
Emergencies, Understand the Client’s
Needs and How the Body Works, Observe
Report and Record (ORR), Maintain a Safe
and Healthy Environment, Meet the Client’s Nutritional Needs, Prevent Infection,
Make Bed, Provide Personal Care, Measure
Vital Signs, Care for Older Adults, Mothers,

Infants, and Children, Care for Clients with
Mental Illness and at the End of Life, and
How to Get and Keep a Job.
Lynda Mitchell, The PRH CEO, and one
of the facilitators said “the main purpose
for designing and teaching this course is
to equip individuals, who have a desire to
assist the elderly with the proper knowledge to do so. Caring for an aging populace
isn’t as simple as one might think, and the
students will attest to that. Although the
course is quite intense, the participants
enjoyed their lessons as well as learning
from each other. With Cayman’s aging population increasing steadily, having the right
personnel in place will certainly help.”
Thanks to Nurse Jusene Brown, the Pines

Nurse Supervisor and facilitator, for her
ongoing support with teaching this course.
Since the inception of the Home Care
Aide Course at the PRH, 97 students have
received their Home Care Aide Certificates. The next Home Care Aide Course
will commence 22nd February 2022, and
the class size is limited to 16 students. For
more details, please contact Ms. Leslie Anderson at The PRH on 949-5650.

Pictured from left to right, back row,
Carolyn Morgan, Sandra Robinson, Diana
Gray, Angella Fowler, Ingrid Eunis, Kesha
Gordon; Middle row, from left to right,
Audrey Wilson, Claudia Mejia, Ingrid Hartley; Front row, from left to right Nurse
Jusene Brown, Madonna Sato, Pamela
Webster, and Pines CEO Lynda Mitchell.
Not pictured is Winsome Smart-Kelly, who
also completed this course.

12 Graduates receive Home
Care Aide Certificates
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Celebrations at CIMA

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority
Managing Director, Cindy Scotland, is this
year celebrating 25 years of service, 22
years as its MD, leading the supervision
and management of Cayman-regulated
entities and also the Cayman Islands currency.
It is also Mrs Scotland’s role to develop
and maintain strong working relationships between the Authority, the Cayman
Islands government and other major international regulatory bodies.
Mrs Scotland took on the top job at
CIMA in June 2000 and has spent the last
two decades helping to steer the Cayman
Islands to economic success and maintain
the stability of the financial services industry.
She also takes on a variety of important
roles to ensure Cayman complies with
regulatory and cooperation matters with
overseas jurisdictions. She is the deputy
chairman of the Group of International
Financial Centre Supervisors, and co-chair
of the Financial Stability Board’s Regional
Consultative Group for the Americas. She
also interacts with bodies including the
International Organization of Securities
Commissions, the International Monetary
Fund and the Caribbean Financial Action
Task Force, as well as with jurisdictional
regulators such as the UK Financial Services Authority, the US Securities and Exchange Commission and the European Securities and Markets Authority.
Mrs Scotland also serves on a number of
local boards and committees such as the

X CIMA Senior Analyst Nicola Lobban

Cayman Islands Government Education
Council, Cayman Islands Stock Exchange
Authority and the Anti-Money Laundering
Steering Group.
She was the 2004 recipient of the Young
Caymanian Leadership Award and was
made a life member of the International
Association of Business Leaders in 2005.
Mrs Scotland said she was extremely
proud to be part of an organisation that
had been, and still was, the key to the in-
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X CIMA Managing Director Cindy Scotland

tegrity and success of the Cayman Islands’
financial services industry.
“At CIMA, we are a team of hardworking,
resilient, and dedicated professionals, providing exceptional service to the financial
community both domestically and internationally,” she said. “Some of the things I enjoy most about my job is the family-oriented culture, the diversity of the work, and
the fact that every day I learn something
new. No two days are the same!”

Senior Analyst Nicola Lobban is also celebrating long-term service this year, with
eight years at CIMA under her belt.
Ms Lobban said: “CIMA provides invaluable experience and training opportunities that continually help to broaden my
knowledge. I am very humbled to be part
of such a dynamic and diverse team that
is committed to protecting the integrity
of the Cayman Islands' financial services
industry.”

Pay Parking at Grand Cayman
Airport Resumes, Cards Accepted

X Airport customers exiting the Short-Term or Long-Term parking lots at Owen Roberts International Airport will now have the added convenience of being able to pay their parking fees by credit or debit card at the exit machines

The Cayman Islands Airports Authority (CIAA), which operates the Owen
Roberts International Airport (ORIA)
on Grand Cayman and the Charles Kirk-

connell International Airport (CKIA) on
Cayman Brac, announced today that an
upgrade to the ‘pay parking’ system at
ORIA has been implemented to provide

an improved airport experience to the
traveling public.
Airport customers exiting the ShortTerm or Long-Term parking lots at Owen

Roberts International Airport will now
have the added convenience of being able
to pay their parking fees by credit or debit card at the exit machines. The exit machines accept Mastercard and Visa cards
and are equipped with an intercom help
button should customers require assistance from an Airport Ground Transportation Officer. Customers may also pay their
parking fees by cash at any one of the pay
stations located inside the main airport
terminal.
A drop-off zone in the Short-Term parking lot has been allocated for those persons dropping off departing passengers.
Drivers who are picking up arriving passengers must also park in the Short-term
parking lot. Parking is free for up to five
minutes after which time the standard
parking rates apply, which come into effect from 1 February 2022.
The standard parking rates at Owen
Roberts International Airport are:
• Short-Term Parking:
* 0-5 minutes free
* Daily rate – CI$48.00
* Over 5 minutes – CI$2.00 per hour (or
part thereof)
• Long-Term Parking: CI$7.00 per day
(or part thereof)
Only authorised public transportation
and tour operators are permitted to drop
off or pick up passengers at curb-side in
front of the main terminal.
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A call for budding entrepreneurs
Following on from their Design
Thinking workshop that took
place on Tuesday to help wouldbe entrepreneurs gain valuable
tips in identifying a great business opportunity, Enterprise
Cayman has launched their annual Business Design Competition.
Workshop participants and
the wider public are encouraged
to enter the Enterprise Cayman
2022 Business Design Competition and potentially go on to win
the US$10,000 grand prize and
business start-up support package.
Developed to help anyone with
a creative business idea turn the
idea into a reality, Enterprise
Cayman’s annual competition is
open to all problem solvers, big
thinkers and go-getters who are
itching to turn their big ideas
into money-making businesses.

The competition is now open
for submissions, but applicants
need to hurry as the application
deadline of 30 January 2022 is
quickly approaching.
Enterprise Cayman is a
non-profit organisation that is
on a mission to develop engaging
programmes that provide individuals and growing businesses
with the support and opportunity to develop new products, services, and business. They provide
a platform where innovators can
connect and offer a welcoming
business environment that fosters innovation — a place where
individuals, local businesses, and
global ventures can thrive.
Successful applicants will
take part in training sessions
and workshops based on Design Sprint exercises. Competitors will then have one month
to streamline their project and

work with professional project
advisors before presenting their
final project to a panel of judges
at the beginning of April 2022.
Last year’s winners included
Community Impact Award Winner, Ryan Zhu’s Z Academy, an
entity which aimed to provide
free pre-recorded video lessons
that are updated to match the
ever-changing Cambridge IGCSE
and A-Level syllabus and accommodate the current 1.2 million
global and Caymanian students
taking these qualifications.
Tricia McDoom’s Kizen Law
was the Creativity Award winner. Kizen Law is an accessible
and transparent virtual platform
which aimed to connect qualified, experienced, and licensed
attorneys with individuals and
small businesses.
Project of the Year Winners
2021 were Kirk Douglas, Valery

Davis and Danner Taylor Nelson
for their BizHub, a marketplace
app for mobile car wash services
in Cayman. The app aimed to allow customers to book appointments with the company of their
choice, communicate directly
with the car wash, and stream-

line the booking process into a
more organised and convenient
alternative for both mobile car
wash companies and their customers.
Visit: www.enterprisecayman.
ky/business-design-competition
for more information.

The CFA Society and Cayman
Enterprise City Partner to Produce a
Series of Financial Services Discussions
The CFA Society Cayman Islands and
Cayman Enterprise City (CEC) have combined efforts to deliver a series of industry
focused events designed for the Cayman
Islands financial services sector. The programme of events will feature key industry trends and original market research,
with subjects including traditional investments, virtual assets, commodities, derivatives, and related topics.
The live series of monthly discussions
will act as a continuation of The CFA Society’s member value programs and the “Fin
Talks” discussions that were launched by
CEC in April 2021. “The growing number
of financial sector discussions available in
Cayman have undoubtedly created a new
opportunity for networking, learning, and
growth opportunities,” explained Charlie
Kirkconnell, CEC’s Chief Executive Officer.
“We’re thrilled to partner with The CFA
Society to deliver an even more robust
series of events and continue our efforts
in building a stronger business and finance-focused community in the Cayman
Islands.”

“This partnership will undoubtedly provide a platform for the CFA Society Cayman Islands to fulfill its mission, to be the
forum for investment professionals in the
Cayman Islands and enhance the financial
services industry by promoting high ethical behavior, professional excellence, and
educational development”, added Richard
Maparura, President of the CFA Society
Cayman Islands.
Events will take place throughout the
year and will include panel discussions,
special lectures, guest speakers and
more.
The first event of 2022, titled “Return
Stacking: Strategies for Overcoming a
Low Return Environment”, will be presented by guest speaker Adam Butler,
Chief Investment Officer of ReSolve Asset
Management Global SEZC. The original
research delineates how to combine novel
ETF and mutual fund offerings available to
everyday investors in order to keep their
traditional market exposures and stack alternative returns on top in ways that were
not available until recently.

X The CFA Society and CEC Partner

This event will take place on Thursday,
27 January 2022 at 5:30pm at the Casanova Restaurant. Admission is free however space is limited as the event will
offer socially distanced seating. Hand

sanitizer will be available throughout
and organizers request that face coverings be worn. RSVPs required. For additional information email CFASCI@gmail.
com.
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Rise in COVID cases causing major headache
More PCR testing sites to ease severe congestion

The Chief Medical Officer (Interim) Dr Autilia Newton reporting on Monday that there had
been 843 new positive results for
Covid-19 since the last report on
Friday, 14 January, which means
there are approximately 4,000
current cases of Covid in Cayman, or about one in 18 people
with the illness.
With the high volumes of people getting Covid causing major headaches all round, Public
Health has now announced that
they are offering additional clinics in the districts to conduct
confirmation PCR testing for
people testing positive on rapid
antigen lateral flows.
The following clinics will now
be open daily:
• Ed Bush Sports Complex,
West Bay 1 – 2pm
• Bodden Town Civic centre 1
– 2pm
• South Sound Community
Centre 1 – 3pm.
Up until now, the South Sound
Community Centre had been the
only place where people who
had tested positive on a rapid
antigen lateral flow could then
get the required PCR test to con-

firm their Covid status. The location was only open for a short
time each day over lunchtime, so
the increasing numbers of people trying to get a PCR test there
caused authorities to have to divert traffic from South Sound in
a bid to contain the traffic congestion in that highly built-up
residential area. An area that has

little in the way of parking facilities.
People were also frustrated
over the weekend, with few private clinics open on a Sunday to
accommodate rapid antigen lateral flow testing for those with
symptoms or those required to
take a day 2, day 5 or day 10 test
following a return to the island

after travel. On Sunday, hundreds
were at the HSA’s walk-in clinic
at 131 MacLendon Drive (behind
Fosters Airport, next to DHL), as
a result. Similar volumes will no
doubt be expected this coming
weekend and Monday, when Cayman has a bank holiday and private clinics will be closed in observance of National Heroes Day.

Omicron – the Covid variant
that is reportedly a milder form
of Covid (in vaccinated people, at
least) – appears to be becoming
the dominant variant in Cayman.
While the number of confirmed
cases of the Omicron variant in
the Cayman Islands remains at
132, the number of probable
Omicron cases reached 2,836
during the reporting period, the
interim CMO said.
Fifteen Covid-19 patients were
hospitalised in the Cayman Islands as at midnight (12am) on
Monday, 17 January. Seven new
admissions were included in this
number.
Meanwhile 11 new cases of
Covid were reported in the Sister
Islands.
As a reminder, anyone testing positive on a rapid antigen
lateral flow test must receive a
confirmation PCR test from the
Health Services Authority from
one of the above-mentioned clinics only. If they test positive on an
LFT, they must immediately isolate, report the result on www.
exploregov.ky and attend the
next available designated HSA
clinic for their PCR test.

Quarantine time reduced for Covid positives

Anyone quarantining due to a positive
Covid test and any of their contacts will
now see their quarantine period in which
they must remain in isolation reduced, as
from Wednesday 19 January.
Vaccinated people with a positive test
will now have to isolate for six days and
become eligible for an exit PCR test on
Day 7, while unvaccinated people will now
have to isolate for nine days and become
eligible for an exit PCR test on Day 10. It
should be remembered that the day of the
original positive PCR test is considered
Day 0.
If people are currently in quarantine
because they are positive for Covid and
are eligible for early release (along with
their unvaccinated (18+) household
members), they can attend a special
drive-through testing clinic at Truman
Bodden Sports Complex parking lot (opposite John Gray High School walking
track) on Wednesday 19 January and
Thursday 20 January. The visits are split
alphabetically, with regards to surname,
as follows:
• 7am – 8am – Surname A – D
• 8am – 9am – Surname E – K
• 9am – 10am – Surname L – R
• 10am – 11am – Surname S - Z

People attending the exit testing drivethrough should enter Olympus Way via
Walker’s Road, and should wear a facemask and bring government photo ID
showing date of birth.
After testing, people need to return directly home without making stops, until
their PCR test results have been received
with further instructions. Public Health
aims to have these early release exit tests
resulted within 48 hours.
Minister of Health & Wellness Sabrina
Turner said she welcomed the introduction of these reduced isolation periods as
announced by Public Health.
“We understand the difficulties many
families have faced because of the Covid-19 restrictions. Currently, we know
that there is a large number of persons
in isolation and quarantine and this new
policy will allow many of them to rejoin
the community sooner and safely,” she
said.
Daily exit PCR testing clinics for Covid-19 positives individuals will continue
10am – 12pm Friday 21 January at the following locations:
• Ed Bush Sports Complex
• Bodden Town Civic Centre
• South Sound Community Centre

Interim Chief Medical Officer Dr Autilia
Newton said: “The continuous evolution
of the Covid-19 pandemic requires us to
consistently assess how we manage the
spread of the virus, while ensuring conti-

nuity for our economy. This change to the
isolation and quarantine requirements is
a step towards us improving the management of Covid-19 to best suit the needs of
the Cayman community.”
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COVID ISOLATION - NO LONGER AN ISOLATED COST
By Staff Writer
The cost of COVID-19 is increasingly being measured not
just in lives lost (the ultimate
cost), but in the impact on economies.
Whereas over the past 18
months since the pandemic
broke the impact has been on
recession-inducing lockdowns
and their consequential effect on
business activity and the wider
economy, another cost implication is now spiking.
This is being noticed just as
there are now tentative indications that the latest phase
of the economically stagnating
pandemic could be slowing
down.
The fast-spreading Omicron
variant, the most recent iteration of the constantly-mutating
COVID-19 virus, has triggered
a downturn which many of the
world’s leading economies are
only now trying to come to terms
with.
A spate of stimulus measures
are being unleased, following
massive support packages of
various forms of financing to
save businesses from succumbing, although many have been
forced to close - or divert into
other areas.
Compounding the challenge
of kickstarting COVID-hit economies is the increasing challenge
of labour shortages, in this case,
workers forced to isolate due to
contracting the virus or for simply being around someone who
has.

This is putting a severe strain
on businesses and by extension,
the wider economy, causing
many governments to rethink
their COVID-isolation policies,
resulting in a review of their protocols and opting for shorter isolation periods.
One growing area of concern is
the how COVID-19 isolation impacts mental health.
In several instances, the scale
of the issue has also put health
experts and policymakers at opposite ends of the spectrum in a

POLICE NEWS

One Positive
Covid case
amongst arriving
Migrants

Cayman Islands Customs and Border
Control Service (CBC) advises the public
that 6 male migrants arrived in Cayman
Brac on 16 January 2022 at approximately 6:30pm. The migrants were placed in
isolation and processed in accordance
with COVID-19 processing protocols and
one positive result was found.
As soon as arrangements can be
made the migrants will be transported
to Grand Cayman and will remain in
isolation.

debate over balancing safeguarding public health and keeping
economies afloat.
This has a ripple effect
throughout the economy and the
society especially where essential service staff and even those
in normally readily-available ancillary services are off the job for
any extended period.
Particularly vulnerable to this is
the hospitality sector, a key component of the tourism industry.
But it’s also felt in other particularly labour-intensive indus-

tries, or where staff work in close
proximity to each other, or highly
specialised sectors.
It’s also noted that figures for
the number of people in isolation, once a key statistics in the
daily reporting of COVID-19 by
various governments, is now
noticeably absent from many
dashboards...or the information
is said to be pending but never
seems to materialise.
One of the critical aspects of
managing and counting the cost
of COVID, is knowing who is

available to work and how much
of the workforce is at least 'temporarily unavailable'.
Governments are under pressure to continue supporting businesses through costly lockdowns
or where workers are due sick
pay for having to isolate in compliance with national protocols.
They are also increasingly reluctant to impose further lockdowns citing that it's costly to the
state and the economy, plus it has
also become a political minefield.
Adding to the political dilemma is rebalancing national
budgets and somehow finding
the funds to pay for grants, soft
loans, and other means of business and family support.
Concern is also mounting in
several countries over many of
the goodwill support payments
which have been obtained fraudulently and the growing number
of instances where governments
(meaning the tax-paying public)
have had to absorb those losses
being unable to track down the
culprits.
Some experts suggest that the
pandemic , or at least this phase of
it, might be waning. But it’s leaving in its wake considerable turmoil in the economy and society
as the world seeks to adjust to the
now oft-referred ‘new normal’.
Health experts remind that
vaccinations are not a panacea
against COVID-19, but they argue persuasively that it’s a vital
buffer between the crippling effect of the disease on health and
its equally crippling effect on the
economy and society.

COVID affects National Heroes Day 2022
Pared Down Invitation-Only Ceremony, Award Ceremonies Postponed

National Heroes Day 2022 observations will involve far fewer participants
than usual in keeping with current COVID-19 protocols, according to the Protocol Office.
Preparations are now well in hand to
hold a by-invitation-only National Heroes
Day ceremony in Heroes Square, George
Town on Monday, 24 January 2022, 9-11
a.m.
The proceedings on National Heroes
Day will feature the unveiling of the bust
of the newest national hero - Ms Leila Elberta Ross-Shier, Cert. Hon., and
wreath-laying to recognise the outstanding contributions of our 10 national heroes and other nation builders. Due to
public gathering limitations, there will be
a combined parade contingent comprising
four representatives from each of the seven uniformed services agencies.
“In the interest of safeguarding our honourees, and to keep within the 250-person
limit for outside gatherings at this time, it
has been decided to pare down this year’s
ceremony,” said Chief of Protocol, Ms Meloney Syms.
“Even though this year’s theme for National Heroes Day recognises our uniformed services, it is not possible for the

X Wreath-laying at National Heroes Day (File Photo)

approx. 500 honourees and their loved
ones to be present on the day - as is the
long-established tradition. The planned
award ceremonies in Cayman Brac and
Grand Cayman have been postponed. We
will hold ceremonies that remain within
public gathering limits at a later date to ac-

knowledge all awardees’ contributions to
the development of this nation,” Ms Syms
explained.
Monday’s event will be live-streamed on
CIGTV, and Government’s Facebook and
YouTube pages, as well as broadcast live
on Radio Cayman, beginning at 9 a.m.
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X Photos from the 2021 Change for Change Coin Drive

Meals on Wheels Change for
Change Coin Drive

Meals on Wheels Volunteers of all ages collected donations from supporters across Grand Cayman
It’s that time of the year again! Time to
empty those coin jar, piggy bank and coin
trays to help raise funds to support our
seniors. Every penny helps, so whether
your donations jangles or folds, know that
you will be making a difference in the life
of a senior in need! The 6th annual Cayman Islands Meals on Wheels (MOW)
Change for Change Coin Drive will have
over 300 volunteers stationed around
Grand Cayman on Friday and Saturday,
January 28th & 29th collecting coin, cash
and donations of any amount for Meals
on Wheels. Last year’s Coin Drive was a
record breaking one, after unfortunately
having to cancel the 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic. Despite the ongoing
challenges MOW continues to provide daily hot meals to those in need across Grand
Cayman. Jennifer West, General Manager
for MOW stated that “We are hoping to
raise enough funds to provide over 7,040
nutritious hot meals to seniors and other
vulnerable members of our community.
This is the number of meals served each
month by MOW!” West encourages everyone to gather support this event generously, “Loose change may not seem like

it could make much of a difference, but
when the community pulls together it all
adds up to make a huge difference to help
those who need us most”.
We are still looking for volunteer to cover 2-hours collect donations to benefit our
seniors. Volunteers of all ages have always
supported this fundraiser and we look
forward to full community support once
again to make it a success to meet our
goal.” Collection locations include: Credit Union, Butterfield (Governors Square
and Butterfield Place), Galleria Plaza, all
Fosters Supermarkets, Cayman National
(Elgin Avenue), Rubis AA (Red Bay), Atlantic Department Store, Atlantic Kids, Kirk
Home Centre, Hurley’s Supermarket, Camana Bay (Paseo), A.L. Thompsons, Kirk
Market, Café del Sol (Marquee Plaza) and
West Shore Plaza.
Thanks to our sponsor Davenport Development, each volunteer will be provided with a volunteer shirt, collection bucket
and face mask. Join Davenport & Cayman

Islands Meals on Wheels, in the fight to
end senior hunger in the Cayman Islands!
To donate, volunteer or learn more email

info@mealsonwheelsky, visit www.mealsonwheels.ky or call Meal on Wheels on
769-1974!
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JAMAICA LEADS WITH ITS TOURISM TURNAROUND
By Michael Jarvis, UK
Correspondent
Jamaica is bucking the trend
and showing encouraging results
from its key tourism industry despite suffering setbacks from the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Appearing on the top-rated
UK business programme, Ian
King Live on Sky News, Jamaica’s
tourism minister Ed Bartlett said
the country is anticipating a continued strong rebound from the
pandemic.
Reporting that air arrivals
are already at 60 per cent of the
2019 level, Mr Bartlett said: “We
are expecting that by the end of
(20)23 to be back to 2019 levels and then go beyond that into
reaching the target we had set
ourselves for 5 million visitors
and to earn 5 billion dollars.”
The country’s cruise return
strategy is also well underway
for the sector that has been
among those hardest by the outbreak of the pandemic.

Numerous cruise lines had
been forced to curtail operations
under the perception of being
‘petri-dishes’ where the COVID-19 virus flourished in several
high profile incidents.
But the Jamaican tourism minister said they have put a rigorous strategy in place to minimise
the risk of any cruise-related outbreak in Jamaica which is already
battling large numbers of COVID
cases.
With the country’s economy
taking a battering due to the
pandemic Mr Bartlett told Sky’s
Ian King that getting tourism up
and running safely again for both
visitors and residents is key and
that includes the cruise sector.
“The cruise market has responded, not as strongly as the air
(arrivals) of course, but the fact is
that it has returned and it has returned with jobs,” he stated.
“Immediately as the ship
docks, the dollar flows into the
hands of the ordinary man and
that’s the power I think of cruise

tourism. It does provide, I believe, the fastest way of transferring wealth..because the jobs
that are required are pretty
much basic and that’s important.
It touches the lives of the ordinary person and that’s critical in
terms of wellbeing, especially of
small communities,” Mr Bartlett
explained.
Like Jamaica, many Caribbean
destinations have been investing
in luring cruise lines back to the
their ports, while others like the
Cayman islands have been more
cautious.
The cruise lines have also been
aggressively doing their own
promotions.
The main challenge for cruise
destinations especially has been
how strict to make their individual national COVID protocols at a
time when the Omicron variant is
still surging.
This is resulting in illnesses
(though less severe than previous variants) but more significantly forcing huge swathes of

X Jamaica’s tourism minister Ed Bartlett

the workforce into isolation for
either testing positive or coming into contact with others who
have contracted the virus.
According to Mr Bartlett, the
system which Jamaica has put
in place, especially to manage its
cruise visits, is robust and has
been working to the benefit of
the cruise lines and the country.
“We are excited that cruise is
back,” he said, but admitted “it is
highly challenged.”
Noting that “cruise represents
an ecosystem that is susceptible
to any kind of shocks”, tourism
minister Bartlett said that the
pandemic represents “a huge
challenge” for the sector - both
the cruise lines, their passengers
and the destinations they visit.
Jamaica still has a curfew in
place as part of a package of
measures it has deployed to fight
back against COVID-19.
Mr Bartlett outlined that parallel to that the country has cre-

ated a special transit “corridor”
for cruise visitors among other
steps to safeguard both visitors
and residents.
He described it as “a bubble
that enables the visitors to enjoy
the full extent of the experiences
that they seek while preventing
them from becoming involved in
wider community activities.”
That falls under the Jamaica
Cares Programme, Mr Bartlett
told Ian King Live, which he said
“provides an end-to-end security
arrangement for the protection
of the visitors and of our locals.”
Calling their protocols “enviable”, the Jamaica tourism minister said the strategy has been
recognised by the World Travel
and Tourism Council, earning his
country the organisation’s ‘safe
travel approval’, becoming only
the third country to have earned
that accolade as global efforts to
revive the global tourism industry continue.

CMEA OFFICIALLY POSTPONES MUZAIC
FESTIVAL WEEKEND JAN 21-24 2022
For the past thirteen years the Cayman Music & Entertainment Assoc.
(CMEA) has consistently hosted the
Muzaic Festival weekend providing a
jukebox variety of musical offerings
in honor of our National Heroes being
celebrated during the bank holiday
weekend. In a bold move to accentuate the positive, and create an energy
filled weekend of entertainment, the
CMEA had successfully transformed
the monotony of the bank holiday
Weekend with its five events of entertainment held over the four days.
Friday's DJ Showcase was the kickoff event featuring only the top selectors in the local Dj community, and
was usually held in partnership with
the private sector at various panoramic venues on the island.
The Young Musicians Showcase
followed closely behind, held on Saturday afternoons at the Harquail

Theater, where the hall was always
full of energy and well attended by
the youth who came to support their
peers; and hopefully the future of the
Cayman music community. As the sun
went down Saturday evening was the
time to enjoy the sights and sounds
of Heroes Salute, a showcase of solo
artists and small musical combos who
performed live for the always standing room only audience. This event
was also possible due to a private sector partnership, and hosted at the top
local venues for live entertainment on
the island.
On Sunday evenings the CMEA membership along with family and friends
would turn out to their Annual Award
Ceremony at the Harquail Theater to
celebrate the previous years musical
accomplishments. Here a wide range
of awards were presented, from long
service awards and album of the year

to the coveted Icon award reserved for
a distinguished few.
Finally the highlight of the Muzaic
Festival Weekend was the Live Musicians Showcase which followed the
National Heroes Day Awards Ceremony in the heart of Georgetown. Here
the local bands would take over the
afternoons post awards entertainment and jam until the cool of the
sunset.
Regrettably due to the current Covid climate on island and the potential
of this weekend's events to become
super spreaders, The CMEA Exec has
made the timely decision to postpone
this year's Muzaic events until further
notice. We thank our many patrons
and well-wishers for their continued
support over the years and look forward to once again serving the community with music in the very near
future.

X DJ Atom Skills receiving his DJ of the Year Award
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Antigua’s unique farm thrives
Antigua and Barbuda has developed a
revolutionary way of combining aquaculture and hydroponics to produce fish and
vegetables at the same time. In the quiet residential area of Upper Renfrew, St.
John’s is Indies Greens, the island’s only
aquaponics farm and training centre.
This unique farm and training facility was established in 2016, to tackle the
growing demand there for fish products,
healthier diets and lifestyles. The Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) supported the development of training facilities on the Indies
Greens Farm and funded the building of a
training facility.
Not only does the farm produce vegetables such as lettuce and spinach, and herbs

X A typical fish dinner from the farm

such as chives and mint, as well as tilapia
fish for sale; it also serves as a facility for
long-term training opportunities for locals
as well as the entire Caribbean region.
Aquaponics is becoming increasingly
popular, because it can be set up in a wide
range of sizes, from large-scale production
that requires public and private investments to much smaller-sized ventures,
making it an attractive opportunity for
young farmers in Antigua and Barbuda,
who may have limited financial resources.
The Antigua and Barbuda government
made the development of the aquaponics
sector a priority and sought technical assistance to grow and advance the sector
from FAO.
The farm is a training facility for people from the Bahamas,
Barbados and St Kitts
and Nevis, while the
Climate Change Adaptation in the Eastern
Caribbean
Fisheries
Sector (CC4FISH) project trained participants
from Grenada and Saint
Lucia which brings some
extra benefits to people
in the region. The investment in Indies Greens is
reaping benefits as the
aquaponics farm is pro-

Jamaican tourism
workers get pension
Jamaica’s tourism industry workers are
celebrating a unique first; a comprehensive tourism workers’ pension plan.
At the official launch of the Tourism
Workers Pension Scheme (TWPS) at the
Montego Bay Convention Centre, Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett said that
it was a first for Jamaica and in the whole
world. While most other pension plans relate to different companies or entities, the
TWPS embraces all workers, entrepreneurs, and stakeholders and will benefit
hundreds of thousands of people, directly
and indirectly, employed in the industry.
Bartlett said: “This is more than just a
game changer; it is in fact a life-changer,
as it gives our tourism workers something to look forward to that will supplement their savings going into the twilight

years of their life. The scheme has been
14 years in the making and fulfils a commitment I made, but more than anything
else it really underscores our commitment to improving the welfare of workers in the industry while developing the
human capital and our recognition and
appreciation that our people, with one of
the most amazing cultures in the Caribbean, are the backbone of our very important tourism industry.”
He added that it would be a huge mistake to undervalue or trivialise the role of
tourism industry workers, who contribute to a huge percentage of national income. Recipients of the pension plan are
immensely grateful, especially after the
disruption of the last two years because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

X Ed Bartlett at the launch with tourism workers

X Antigua’s aquaponics farm is revolutionary

ducing approximately 24,000lbs of tilapia
annually and 3,500 heads of lettuce per
month.
The enviable title of ‘master trainer’
was earned by those farmers who completed the training and who can now train
other farmers themselves, both in Antigua
and Barbuda and across the Caribbean.
Some master trainers have also been able

to design and build their own aquaponics
systems, through public-private partnerships some of which are generating over
US$1,000 per month.
Antigua and Barbuda has not only increased its production of healthy food, it
has also strengthened the livelihood of
farmers through innovation, knowledge
and technology transfer.

Trinidad delays
vaccination deadline

X T&T is struggling to increase its vaccination rates

The Trinidad and Tobago government
has delayed enforcing its controversial
vaccination policy for public sector workers until mid-February.
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley made
the announcement on Saturday. The policy was originally slated to come into effect
on 17 January, however, Rowley said the
deadline will be extended to 17 February.
He said: “I am very pleased from some
of the reports I got from the public sector that we have improved some of our
vaccination.” Rowley also announced the
establishment of a team to investigate the
factors contributing to the clinical outcomes of COVID-19 patients.
Rowley said: "I found five of our best
and most appropriate people who have

agreed to go into the hospitals across the
board and look at what is going on there,
talk to the staff, look at their data, look at
it with a professional eye and come back
and tell the country.”
It follows calls by the Joint Trade Union Movement for a panel of independent
experts to be appointed to assess the veracity of the statistics emanating from the
state.
The team, he said, will provide a report
at the end of the week, and the findings
will be made public. There is much scepticism and opposition to this policy despite Covid cases and deaths in T&T rising alarmingly. Trinidad and Tobago has
recorded over 3,100 Covid deaths and
more than 100,000 positive cases.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Enterprise Cayman - The
Cayman Islands Business
Design Competition

Ongoing until 31 January - Do
you have a creative business idea
or exciting side hustle that you’ve
been dreaming of getting off the
ground? It’s time to turn that vision into reality. We’re inviting
all problem solvers, big thinkers
and go-getters to take part in the
Cayman Islands Business Design
Competition. Enterprise Cayman
is on a mission to develop engaging programmes that provide individuals and growing businesses
with the support and opportunity
to develop new products, services, and business. We’re providing
a platform where innovators can
connect and offering a welcoming
business environment that fosters innovation — a place where
individuals, local businesses, and
global ventures can thrive! Successful applicants will take part in
training sessions and workshops
based on Design Sprint exercises.
Competitors will then have one
month to streamline their project
and work with professional project advisors before presenting
their final project to a panel of
judges at the beginning of April
2022. For more information and
to register, go to enterprisecayman.ky

Switch A Plate

22 January – The Department
of Vehicle and Drivers’ Licensing
(DVDL) is urging motor vehicle
owners with temporary licence

plates to switch them for permanent ones during the month of
January. The DVDL’s Crewe Road
location will open on Saturday 22
January from 9am to 2pm to facilitate this.

Heroes’ Day

24 January - National Heroes Day
is a public holiday celebrated in
the Cayman Islands on the fourth
Monday in January. This year, the
National Heroes Day event will
celebrate “Honouring our Uniform
Services.”

Chamber Workshop –
Time Management &
Productivity

25 January - This half-day workshop includes practical applications and time saving activities to
assist you in learning how to make
the most of your time by getting a
grip on your workflow, planning,
and prioritizing accordingly and
delegating effectively. Topics covered include setting objectives
and goals, planning and prioritizing, managing time wasters, procrastination and delegation. For
more information on pricing and
registration, call 949 – 8090 or
go to www.caymanchamber.ky/
events/

Caytharsis – The National
Museum Speaker Series

27 January – Join Stephanie Fullerton – Cooper at the National
Gallery for her presentation – Caytharsis: Diagnosis, Treatment and
Healing through Cayman Poetry

X Stride Against Cancer

starting at 6pm on January 27.
Register by emailing giftshop@
museum.ky for Zoom details.

Jasmine - Burns Night
Supper at Grand Old
House, Grand Cayman

28 January - Join Jasmine for a celebration of the Scottish poet, Robert Burns. The evening will transport you to the Scottish Highlands
and include kilts, whiskey, haggis,
bagpipes, and dancing under the
Caribbean moon! Proceeds go to
support Jasmine and tickets cost
CI$175 per person and include a
welcome drink, a 3-course meal,
a whiskey, and dancing! Attire is
Black Tie & Tartan (Kilts strongly
encouraged!) Reserve your tickets
today by emailing info@jasmine.
ky or call 945 – 7447.

Boarding Schools Fair
Cayman Islands 2022

28 January - The Boarding Schools
Fair Cayman Islands is the annual
showcase of top boarding schools
in the UK and Canada and will take
place at the Westin Hotel on Saturday 29 January from 12 noon

to 5pm. Meet representatives
from British & Canadian boarding
schools and learn about the many
academic, extra-curricular and social opportunities available on both
sides of the Atlantic. The following
schools will be attending are Albert
College Brighton College, Bryanston School, Cheltenham College,
Hockerill Anglo-European College,
King’s-Edgehill School, Kings Ely,
Royal Alexandra and Albert School,
Rugby School, St. Andrew’s College,
Sevenoaks School, Trinity College
School (Official).

Islands Cancer Society and is the
organization’s largest fundraising
event it takes place on Sunday
January 30th, 2022. The funds
raised will help finance the Society’s many programmes and
activities. There are over 1300
participants and more than 100
volunteers between the walk/
run in George Town and the one
in North Side. Both events are
non-competitive. For more information or to register, go to caymanactive.com/event/stride or
cics.ky

28 & 29 January - Meals on
Wheels Change for Change Coin
Drive is on January 28 and 29. Donate your loose coins for a great
cause. Volunteers are also needed
to fill 2hour spots on both days. Go
to mealsonwheels.ky for more information.

30 January – There will be a Service of Holy Communion on Sunday January 30th at 9:30am at
St. Alban’s Church of England on
Shedden Road. Morning prayers
will continue on alternate Sundays at 9:30am as usual.

Change for Change Coin
Drive

Uni�ied Stride Against
Cancer

30 January - Stride Against Cancer is organized by the Cayman

St. Alban’s Church of
England – Services of
Holy Communion

Send your community
events to wendy@
caymaniantimes.ky

Reach your potential
Do you think that you have more potential than you’re living up to?
How will you harness your potential to
create the very best you? I recommend using the teachings of Dr. Maxwell Maltz in
his legendary book ‘The New Psycho-Cybernetics’.
Dr. Maltz created the original science
of self-improvement and success, so who
better to turn to when you’re ready to take
your life to another level. His teachings
have stood the test of time.
Take the following and make a change
for the better:

to that of a person 50 pounds lighter,
and your actions and habits will fall into
place.

2. Reject Negative Thoughts

1. Use Your Imagination

If you thought that imaginations were
only valued in preschool, think again. One
of the key points in ‘The New Psycho-Cybernetics’ is the technique of using your
imagination to reprogram and manage
your self-image.
You may have been exposed to self-improvement strategies that tell you to ‘act
as if’ or to ‘fake it till you make it.’ Those
typically don’t work because your self-image is still the same.
According to Dr. Maltz, your self-image
is the key to changing your actions and
habits. If you want to lose 50 pounds, you

X Ernest Ebanks

first have to think of yourself as someone
50 pounds lighter.
Spend time in your imagination. See
yourself 50 pounds lighter. Experience a
day in your life at this slimmed down size.
Imagine everything down to the smallest
detail.
According to Dr. Maltz, this imagination
time will begin to change your self-image

Negative thoughts will undoubtedly
arise as you use your imagination to see
your ideal self. “I’m not really going to lose
50 pounds.” “I’ve tried losing weight before and it never works. I’m always going
to be overweight.” “This imagination stuff
is bogus. It won’t work for me.”
Dr. Maltz says that the instant you receive a negative thought simply dismiss it.
Don’t spend any time on it at all.
The quicker that you dismiss negative
thoughts, the less impact they will have on
your self-image. Also you’ll find that fewer and fewer negative thoughts arise once
you get into the habit of dismissal.

3. Be Nostalgic For The Future

It’s so easy to be nostalgic for the past,
especially when you only remember the
good stuff. But what good does it do for
you to wish for things that are long gone?
Dr. Maltz recommends developing nostalgia for the future.
In your imagination you’ve already lost
50 pounds, so start pining for the future!

Your self-image will lock onto that picture
and your nostalgic feelings will fuel the
fire.

4. I’m The Kind Of Person That…

What kind of person are you?
• I’m the kind of person that loves
sweets.
• I’m the kind of person that hates exercise.
• I’m the kind of person that can’t lose
weight.
OR
• I’m the kind of person that eats fresh
and healthy food.
• I’m the kind of person that keeps fit.
• I’m the kind of person that maintains
an ideal body weight.
Your self-image will fulfill any label that
you put on yourself. The power is all in
your hands.
If getting �it is something you’d like
to do this year, then call Ernest at Body
Shapers Personal Training Fitness Studio 325-8696 or email bodyshaperscayman@gmail.com to set up a consultation. I’m the kind of person who
LOVES to see clients like you achieve
their goals!

Weat�er / Deat� Announcements / Ins�irational
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W E E K LY W E A T H E R F O R E C A S T
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

83°/ 75°

83°/ 75°

83°/ 74°

82°/ 75°

80°/ 78°

80°/ 77°

81°/ 75°

A passing morning
shower

Mostly sunny

Partly sunny and
pleasant

Partly sunny with a
shower

Mostly sunny and
pleasant

Abundant
sunshine

Windy; a bit of
morning rain

Death
Announcements

Churchill’s

We have been asked to announce the passing of
Shelly Myles-Guardado who passed away on
Saturday, January 08, 2022.
A Thanksgiving Service will be held at Elmslie
United Church, George Town, Grand Cayman on
Saturday, January 22, 2022
at 3:00 p.m.
Viewing: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Interment: Prospect Cemetery

The family of the late
Steven Smith
regret to announce his passing on,
January 14, 2021.

A funeral service will be held 11:00 a.m.
Saturday 29 January 2022,
at The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints,
Selkirk Drive, Red Bay

A memorial service will be held 2:00 p.m.
Sunday 23 January 2022,
at Church of God Chapel, Walkers Rd.

In lieu of flowers, donations maybe made
to the Heart Foundation
in her name.
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

The family of the late
Adeline R.J. Echenique
regret to announce her passing
on 23 December 2021.
A memorial service will be
held 7:00 p.m. Wednesday,
26 January 2022,
at Church of God Universal,
Walkers Rd.
In lieu of flowers please make
donations to the
Alzheimer’s and
Dementia Association of
The Cayman Islands (ADACI).
All Covid 19 precautions will be observed.
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

Interment will follow at
Miller Cemetery, North Side.
All Covid 19 precautions will be observed.
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

The family of the late
Winston Maxwell
regret to announce his
passing on 23 December, 2021.

A funeral service will be held 2:00 p.m.
at Bodden Funeral Service,
on Sunday 23 January 2022.
Interment will follow at the
Prospect Cemetery.
All Covid 19 precautions
will be observed.
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

We regret to announce the passing of
Peter Brian Balls
who left this earthly world on
Thursday 13 January 2022.

The family of the late
Frank Ebanks
regret to announce his
passing on 2 January, 2022.

Thanksgiving Mass will take place at
St. Ignatius Catholic Church,
Walkers Road on
Saturday 22 January, 2022
at 11:00 a.m.
Church attendees are requested
to wear light and bright attire.

A funeral service will be held on
Saturday January 22, 2022 at 2: 00 pm
at Wesleyan Holiness Church
150 N.W. Point Rd, West Bay.

The family requests that in lieu of
flowers donations
be made to Jasmine.
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

MOMENTS OF
INSPIRATION

Condolences can be registered at churchillsfuneralhome.com

The family of the late
Jewel Arguile Smalldon nee Ebanks
regret to announce her passing on,
Wednesday January 12, 2021.

A private cremation will follow.

Funeral Home

Viewing will be held on Friday
January 21, from 5- 7:00 p.m.
at Bodden Funeral Service
Interment will be at Boatswain Bay
Cemetery
Condolences can be registered at boddenfuneralservice.com &
Bodden Funeral Service Facebook page

THE
RESTORATION
BUSINESS
Philippians 3: 1-8, “I have
suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as rubbish,
that I may gain Christ.”
Adam Minter is the notable
junk business proponent. He
circles the planet researching
junk. In his book, “The Junkyard Planet,” he describes how
entrepreneurs collect waste
and transform them into things
of beauty.
When Paul was converted,
he realized his own achievements and abilities amounted
to nothing. But Jesus trans-

formed him, form a persecutor
and criminal to the greatest
apostle that ever lived. All it
took was for him to recognize
he was a lost, hell- bound sinner and entrusted his life into
the one who makes the irreversible transformation of our
lives - JESUS CHRIST.
In this New Year, do not look
back at 2021. It is History. But
you can embrace 2022, renewed and restored by surrendering to Jesus, Will you allow
Him to transform and restore
you?
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Word Search
Behold
Binocular
Clear
Eyeball
Eyes
Glance
Glass
Look
Lorgnette
Monocle
Observe
Peek
Peep

Peer
Perceive
Pupil
Retina
Scope
Seeing
Sight
Spectacles
Squint
Stare
View
Vision
Watch

Find the listed words in the diagram.
They run in all directions – forward,
back, up, down and diagonally.

Have fun with

CURTIS

By Ray Billingsley

Caymanian
Times
THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN

By Stan Lee

JUDGE PARKER

By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley
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World Wide Rally for
Freedom

Together, we are free!
Saturday
January 22nd, 2022
In front of the
Governors house,
west bay road

10am - 3pm

