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2022 Hurricane Season Summary

The season officially started on June 
1 and officially ended on November 30; 
however, the formation of tropical cy-
clones is possible at any time.

Seasonal Predictions
Seasonal predictions for the Atlantic 

Hurricane Season now comes from nu-
merous sources but the predictions that 
the Cayman Islands National Weather 
Service relies on are those from Colora-
do State University and NOAA. Analysis 
and predictions from these agencies in-
dicated that there was a weak La Niña 

conditions look fairly likely to transi-
tion to neutral ENSO by this summer/
fall, but the odds of a significant El Niño 
seem unlikely. Sea surface temperatures 
averaged across the eastern and central 
tropical Atlantic are currently near av-
erage, while Caribbean and subtropical 
Atlantic sea surface temperatures are 
warmer than normal.

Based on this analysis and predic-
tions both agencies predicted above 
average season. The Colorado State 
team April 2020 forecast for the At-
lantic Basin Hurricane Season calls for 

19 named storms, 9 hurricanes and 4 
major hurricanes. The NOAA May 24 
2022 prediction calls for 14-21 named 
storms, 6-10 hurricanes and 3-6 major 
hurricanes. 

An average Atlantic Hurricane season 
includes 14 named storms, 7 hurricanes 
and 3 major hurricanes.

Hurricane season
The 2022 Atlantic hurricane season 

was an average season with 14 named 
storms, 8 hurricanes, and 2 major hur-
ricanes have formed during the season.  
For the Caribbean both major hurri-
canes impacted the area and four tropi-
cal systems passed across the southern 
Caribbean area. 

Cayman Islands impact
The 2022 Hurricane Season impact on 

the Cayman Islands was limited to Hur-
ricane Ian, although a Tropical Storm 
Watch was issued for Potential Tropical 
Cyclone 15, which later became Hurri-
cane Lisa. The Watch was issued due to 
to its forecast proximity to Grand Cay-
man. This system passed south of Grand 
Cayman with no impact.

Hurricane Ian
The Government of the Cayman Is-

lands issued a Hurricane Watch for the 
Cayman Islands based upon its forecast 
track and intensity 4 p.m. September 
23 2022, while the system was Tropical 
Depression 9. The Government of the 
Cayman Islands upgraded the Watch 
to a Hurricane Warning for Grand Cay-
man and downgraded the Hurricane 
Watch to a Tropical Storm Watch for the 

Sister Islands based upon its forecast 
track and intensity 1 p.m. September 
24 2022. Hurricane Ian passed within 
75 miles southwest of Grand Cayman 4 
a.m. September 26 2022.

The Government of the Cayman Is-
lands discontinued the Hurricane 
Warning for Grand Cayman and the 
Tropical Storm Watch for the Sister Is-
lands based upon its forecast track and 
intensity 4 p.m. September 26 2022. 

Hurricane Ian produced maximum 
sustained winds of 50 mph, wave 
heights of 11 to 14 feet, storm surge of 
2-4 feet and 2-4 inches of rainfall over 
Grand Cayman. While there was some 
coastal inundation occurred along the 
south coast main road there were no 
reported injuries or fatalities recorded.

Conclusion
In what turned out to be a near av-

erage season, the Cayman Islands re-
ceived only minimal impact from the 
2022 Hurricane Season in the form of 
the impacts associated with the pas-
sage of Hurricane Ian. The public and 
disaster managers are reminded that 
the seasonal predictions are to be used 
only for guidance.
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Interest Rates Changes

Effective 16 December, 2022, CIBC FirstCaribbean will adjust its 
KYD and USD Prime Rates from 7.00% to 7.50%.

This adjustment is in response to the change in the US Federal Funds
rate announced by the Federal Reserve Open Market Committee in 
the United States on December 14, 2022.

Should you have any queries, speak with your Branch or Relationship 
Manager.
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CHRISTMAS
ANNIVERSARY 
SWEEPSTAKES

$50,000
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SPEND $100 US DOLLARS 
AT YOUR FAVORITE KIRK 
FREEPORT STORE BEFORE 
NOON ON CHRISTMAS EVE FOR

 Prize Draws!
  Friday Dec 9th US$5,000

  Friday Dec 16th US$5,000

  Saturday Dec 24th  US$5,000

$1,000 each day Monday Dec 19th, Tuesday Dec 
20th, Wednesday Dec 21st, Thursday Dec 22nd, 
Friday Dec 23rd.

Plus $30,000 in prizes!

View deals at Kirkfreeport.com

3X CHANCES TO WIN $5,000  
5X CHANCES TO WIN $1,000
PLUS $30,000 OF PRODUCT 
GIVEAWAYS

Rolex giveaway 
is on January 4th, 2023.

RULES AND REGULATIONS: Minimum US$100 purchase to 
enter. One entry per purchase. Receipts can be combined 
to reach US$100 requirement. Winner must claim prize 
at Kirk Freeport on Cardinall Avenue within 7 days of 
announcement. Non-winning valid entries from Kirk 
Freeport Christmas Sweepstakes will be included in the 
Rolex Drawing. Kirk Freeport employees and immediate 
family members are not eligible to enter.

Rotary Sunrise Gift Book Chairs 
Grand Cayman, Precious Gems preschool

Faye Lippitt contributor

Precious Gems Preschool 
got a surprise last month 
when the Rotary Club of 
Grand Cayman Sunrise de-
livered a library chair/couch 
filled with books for the little 
readers. It is the third time 
that Rotary Sunrise has built 
and delivered a library chair 
to a Cayman preschool. 

With funds from their pop-
ular Buy A Kid A Book pro-
gram that Rotary Sunrise held 
this year in September, the 
club was able to donate the 
couch filled with books along 
with a $575 gift certificate 
to The Book Nook for future 
book purchases.

Complete Services KY built 
the couch and Rotary Sunrise 
purchased the books and spe-
cial padding to create a comfy 
corner for little readers. The 
couch contains spaces for 
several books on both sides 
and two storage spaces at 
the base. This year the larg-
er couch concept allows for 
more children to be involved. 
Having a pal at your side 

when you snuggle in to read 
makes reading a fun event, 
and achieving a culture of 
reading in our youth is exact-
ly what Rotary Sunrise hopes 
to achieve. 

Rotary Sunrise President 
Karelle DaCosta has this to say 
about Rotary’s library chair 
donation: “Learning to read 
from such a young age helps 
children in their development 
and their love of life in gener-
al. Providing these books and 
a space just for them to grow 
and explore with a variety of 
books is what this is all about. 

“Thank you to the public 
for your generous donations 
throughout the year and to 
all our members, and to LIFE 
(Literacy Is For Everyone) for 
their assistance in selecting a 
preschool.”

The donation reflects Rota-
ry Sunrise’s continued com-
mitment to supporting litera-
cy in our islands.  One of the 
main focuses of the Sunrise 
Rotary club is to ensure that 
children of all ages are given 
access and opportunity to 
read.  
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Seven New Businesses Pitch to 
Cayman Islands Angel Investor Group

Ten Entrepreneurs Have Graduated from the Enterprise Cayman 
Lunch Labs Incubator Programme and are Pitch Ready for Investors

The first cohort of entrepreneurs suc-
cessfully completed the 2022 Launch Labs 
incubator programme by Enterprise Cay-
man, a non-profit workforce development 
initiative by Cayman Enterprise City (CEC) 
in partnership with Cayman Islands’ spe-
cial economic zone companies (SEZCs). 
Ten individuals completed the 12-week 
intensive programme which included 24 
strategically designed seminars, mentor-
ship and networking opportunities, as 
well as training sessions designed to en-
sure each project was prepared for pitch-
ing to, and taking on, initial investors.

“The demand for entrepreneurial sup-
port in Cayman is significant and the CEC 
project, which is now the largest innova-
tion ecosystem in the region, together with 
a very robust and enthusiastic local net-
work of subject matter experts, is in an ex-
cellent position to help start-ups progress 
to investment-ready status,” said Charlie 
Kirkconnell, Launch Labs Programme Ad-
visor, CEO of CEC, and a director of Enter-
prise Cayman. “Through this first iteration 
of Launch Labs, which is an extension of the 
Business Design Competition programme, 
we were able to provide a springboard for 
seven seed and pre-seed start-ups to fur-
ther develop their projects and prepare 
them for the opportunity to pitch for fund-
ing at the recent Angel Investor Pitch Night, 
which took place 1 December 2022.” 

The 2022 Launch Labs projects included:
• BizHub by Danner Taylor, Valery Da-

vis and Kirk Douglas digitizes companies 
in the service industry. Their first prod-
uct, BizBot, is a platform where customers 
can book services and mitigate the pain of 
having to manually search for companies. 

• Open Canvas by Douglas Cameron 
bridges the gap between physical and 
digital art through an online marketplace 
offering trendy NFT collectables and of-
fering Cayman Islands traditional physical 
art with NFT certificates. 

• Mary Jane’s Flo by Diana Christian 
helps women have painless periods and 
enjoy pleasurable sex through a support-
ing community and a cannabidiol (CBD) 
infused product line. 

• My Motion by Michael Garrett and Patt 
Evans provides an alternative solution for 
helping people reduce back pain and fu-
ture incapacities with the use of a sensor 
that integrates an algorithm and process 
(patent pending) created by the founder. 

• Presto by Dhalia Dames is an on-de-
mand laundry service designed to meet 
the needs of the busy professionals.

• Signal Research by Kevin Miller 
solves the human error in trading finan-
cial markets by using a software that prop-
erly trades the markets and provides first 
bar entry and last bar exit for the financial 
markets. 

• VISXA by Mohamed Aboshanab is a 
platform that helps global citizens gain 
residency and citizenships worldwide 
using state of the art technologies and 
helping them pay less taxes or no taxes 
at all. 

Participants took part in a series of 
seminars led by industry experts, which 
included:

• ‘Evaluating Start-up Ideas’ by Bart 
Mozyrko of GoDaddy

• ‘How to Pitch your Start-up’ by Jason 
Butcher of Parallel Payments Ltd.

• ‘Founder Expectations’ by Polly Pick-
ering of eShore Ltd.

• ‘How to Plan a Minimum Viable Prod-
uct (MVP) and Lean Product Design’ by 
Rudolph Johnson of Meta Scrum SEZC

• ‘How to Get Started on your Launch 
Plan’ by Caine Smith of AirVu Media

• ‘Traffic from Social’ by Amy Hayward 
of AirVu Media

• ‘Legal Basics’ by Buck Grizzel and Jon 
McLean of Stuarts Law

• ‘Intellectual Property Protection’ by 
Candace Westby of the Cayman Islands In-
tellectual Property Office (CIIPO)

• ‘Finding the Right Co-founder’ by An-
gelica Sirotin of Sirotin Ventures

• ‘Partnerships’ by Mark Minevich Digi-
tal Artificial Intelligence Strategist

• ‘Building a Team’ by Kimberly Vallerie 
of GoDaddy

• ‘Pitch Decks’ by Michael Jenkins of 
First Ascent Ventures

• ‘Sources of Funding’ by Aaron de Co-
teau of Med On Spot Global Technologies 
SEZC

• ‘Simple Agreements for Future Equity 
(SAFEs)’ by Trevor McCabe of Carey Olsen

• ‘Storytelling & Presentation Skills’ by 
Mike Ferrier retired advertising executive

• ‘Steps for a Successful US Entry’ by 
John Wensveen of Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity and Alan B. Levan | NSU Broward 
Center of Innovation

Throughout the programme entrepre-
neurs were mentored by Rodney Alison of 
Nurturely SEZC; Aaron de Coteau of Med 
On Spot Global Technologies SEZC; Vlad 
Logvinov of Privork Limited; Dave Stone, 
Product and Platform Consultant; Ramona 
Tudorancea of JB Advisory Services SEZC; 
and Ryan Watson of Brave Software Inter-
national SEZC.

Programming and curriculum was devel-
oped and produced by a group of advisors 
led by Rodney Alison founder of Nurturely 
SEZC, David Strucke CEO and Founder of 
Datastreamer SEZC, Polly Pickering Manag-
ing Director at eShore Ltd., Charlie Kirkcon-
nell CEO at CEC, and Araceli García Special 
Projects Coordinator at CEC.

 X Launch Labs Angel Investor Night - Group Photo

SEE SEVEN NEW BUSINESSES PITCH, Page 5
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P O L I C E  N E W S

Police Investigate Two Robberies 
that Occurred Overnight

The RCIPS responded to two reports of 
armed robberies on Tuesday December 1, 
2022. One incident of Robbery took place 
in the Savannah area of Bodden Town and 
the other took place on Eastern Avenue in 
George Town.  Both incidents occurred at 
business establishments that provide a 24 
hours service to the public.

The first incident took place just af-
ter 9:15PM yesterday, 13 December, at a 
take away restaurant located at Country 
Side, Savannah. It was reported that a sin-
gle male with this head and face covered, 
entered the establishment brandishing a 
handgun and demanded cash. The male 
made off from the location with a quantity 
of cash, heading in the direction of New-
lands on foot. Police responded to the in-
cident and carried out an area search but 
was unable to locate the suspect.

The second incident took place just 
after 3:20AM today, 14 December, at a 

grocery store, located on Eastern Avenue 
in George Town.  Three men entered the 
establishment, one armed with a handgun 
and the other two had knives. All three 
had their faces and head covered and de-
manded cash. They then made off with a 
quantity of cash towards the rear of the 
store.

No firearms were discharged and no 
injuries were reported during these inci-
dents.

“Detectives are working diligently to 
solve these robbery incidents that have 
been occurring, while our uniform oper-
ations have been increasing patrols and 
making themselves visible during key 
times and locations,” says Detective Su-
perintendent Peter Lansdown “We are 
encouraging business owners to take pre-
cautions like ensuring that they make reg-
ular and staggered bank deposits to limit 
loss and to employ additional security 

measures where possible, to reduce your 
chances of being victims of crimes.”

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact George Town CID at 949-4222. 

Anonymous tips can be provided directly 
to the RCIPS via our Confidential Tip Line 
at 949-7777, or via our website<http://
www.rcips.ky/submit-a-tip>.

“There is such an incredible resource 
of entrepreneurial talent on the island,” 
explained Programme Advisor and Men-
tor Rodney Alison. “Professionals from all 
around the world that have moved their 
business to Cayman or retired here. It was 
fantastic to see so many of these profes-

sionals volunteer their time to support 
our local initiatives and grow our entre-
preneurial ecosystem. I’m excited for what 
the future holds for the seven projects and 
for future applicants.”

Kevin Miller, owner of Signal Research 
relocated from the United States to par-
ticipate in the incubator programme 
said, “taking part in the Launch Labs pro-
gramme and being a part of the Cayman 
Enterprise City community exponentially 
accelerated the project I’m working on. 
The Cayman community was so welcom-
ing, and I was able to make professional 

connections that are going to last a life-
time.”

Winners of the 2021 Business Design 
Competition, Danner Taylor, Valery Davis 
and Kirk Douglas of BizHub took part in 
Launch Labs incubator to further develop 
their project. “We’ve been able to take an 
initial idea and grow it into a substantial 
business venture which is now ready to 
take on funding,” said BizHub CEO Dan-
ner Taylor. “Having direct access to indus-
try professionals and entrepreneurs who 
are willing to share their experiences has 
been invaluable. We’re so thankful to be a 

part of this vibrant innovation ecosystem.”
The Enterprise Cayman Launch Labs in-

cubator programme is fully funded by CEC 
and is free for all participants. Applica-
tions for the 2023 Launch Labs incubator 
will be accepted in May 2023.

Enterprise Cayman is now accepting 
applicants for the 2023 Cayman Islands 
Business Design Competition. The 
deadline to apply is 31 January 2023 
and application details can be found 
online at www.enterprisecayman.ky.

For more information, please email in-
novate@enterprisecayman.ky.

Seven New 
Businesses Pitch
CONTINUED FROM Page 4

 X Launch Labs Angel Investor Night Kevin Miller
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Groundbreaking for new 
Theoline L. McCoy School Hall  

By Christopher Tobutt  

It was a big day for Bodden Town’s The-
oline L. McCoy Primary School, because 
their recent groundbreaking ceremony 
means that in 2024 they will get a lovely 
new school hall. The multipurpose hall 
will serve as a canteen, an assembly-hall, 
and will accommodate indoor sports. It 
will also act as a hurricane-shelter for 
the people of Bodden Town. The official 
groundbreaking ceremony took place on 

Tuesday 13 December. Present were His 
Excellency the Governor, Martyn Roper, 
Premier Hon. Wayne Panton, Deputy Pe-
mier, and Minister for Education, Hon 
Juliana O’Connor-Connolly. 

But it was Hon. Dwayne Seymour MP 
for Bodden Town East who was especial-
ly happy, because, he said, he has always 
pushed for the hall to be built, and also 
because he attended the school himself: 
“I am so proud to be standing here today, 
not only as a Bodden Towner, and a Mem-
ber of Parliament, but because this is a 
school I attended as a boy some 47 years 
ago,” he said. “I can remember this school,  
with one classroom block and dirt track 
for running, and a high jump and a long-
jump area, “ he said,  “And right in the 
middle was a flagpole that allowed us to 
climb on the roof. It was this same dirt 
track that produced some of the fastest 
runners in the Cayman Islands, including 
my sister ‘The Bullet,’ Anita.  

“I have been a defender of this primary 
school for many years, even before poli-
tics. When this school didn’t have a pho-
tocopier, once I approached my friend at 
the time, even before he was elected, the 
one named deputy premier Chris Saun-
ders who worked at HSBC at the time, 
and got sponsorship for them to pur-
chase a very good photocopier. Before 
that, teachers had to travel to George 
Town to photocopy papers for the stu-
dents.” Mr. Seymour shared his intention 
of having the school named after one of 
his former teachers and former school 
principal, Mrs. Francine Gardner for her 
dedicated service to all of the students 
and her long-serving commitment to ed-
ucation. 

Governor Roper said, “This is a time 
to reflect on the Government’s commit-
ment to both the future of our commu-
nity but also to our young people, in de-
livering a truly quality education. Whilst 
the new hall isn’t expected to be com-
pleted until 2024, I know that it will be 
well received across the community, as it 
presents much wider opportunities for 
those who reside in this area. This new 
school hall is being built to the required 
standards to act as a Class A emergency 
shelter for members of our community.” 

There was a delightful performance 
of “Lambeth Boat in the Sound,” from 
the Theoline L. McCoy Primary School 
choir, two of whom, Genesis Bush and 
Sapphire Ebanks had earlier sang the 
National Song very beautifully. 

Minister of Education, Juliana O’Con-
nor-Connolly, praised Dwayne Sey-
mour’s tireless commitment to looking 
out for the school, through three terms 
of government, and pushing for the hall, 
using the words of the song as an illus-
tration of Dwayne ‘John-John,’ Seymour’s 
struggle to use his position to take care 
of the school: “He always reminds us the 
Bodden Town was the first capital, and 
I think that somewhere within his DNA 
he aspires for the Capital to turn back 
to Bodden Town… He never forgot from 
whence he came, nor did he forget the 
teacher who had his best interests,” she 
said. 

 X Golden shovels for a wonderful new school hall.  Photo includes Lyneth Monteith, Hon. Juliana O’Connor-Connolly, Hon. Premier Wayne 
Panton. H.E the Governor, Martyn Rope, Hon Heather Bodden, Deputy Premier Hon. Chris Saunders, Mark Ray, Hon. Dwayne ‘John John’ 
Seymour MP, and Hon Kenneth Bryan MP  

 X H.E the Governor Martyn Roper  X Hon Dwayne ‘John John’ Seymour 

 XMinister of Education Hon. Juliana 
O’Connor-Connolly 

 X The Theoline L. McCoy School Choir 

 XWhat the new school hall will look like 
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 XMinister Bryan Head Shot

Minister Kenneth Bryan Delivers
Tourism Performance Summary
Stayover arrivals for the first 11 months 

of this year have surpassed the target set by 
the Ministry of Tourism for 2022, which was 
to achieve 40% of 2019’s arrivals or 200,000 
stayover visitors by 31st December, 2022. Air 
arrivals to date stand at 53% or 36,000 visi-
tors above target; with arrivals for December 
still to be added to the final year-end result.

Cruise passenger arrivals are also expected 
to surpass the target once December’s pas-
senger count has been included in the totals.

The results were announced earlier today 
in Parliament by Hon. Kenneth Bryan, Min-
ister for Tourism, and confirm that the Cay-
man Islands tourism industry is rebounding 
ahead of expectations.

Minister Bryan delivered a positive state-
ment to the House which recounted the 
tourism industry’s path to recovery over the 
past 11 months. He noted that despite the 
scale and depth of the disruptions caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, “a sense of renewed 
hope is increasingly taking hold in our Is-
lands, where tourism is concerned.”

With respect to stayover arrivals, Minister 
Bryan announced that:

• Year-to-date arrivals from January to 
November stand at 236,348 stayover visi-
tors, which is 53% of 2019’s arrivals.

• November was the best performing 
month for stayover arrivals in 2022, regis-
tering 34,118 visitors. This was followed 
by July which peaked at 32,356 visitors and 
June which recorded 26,116 visitors.

• Visitor arrivals in October and Novem-
ber 2022 were 91% and 89% of the same 
period in 2019 respectively, showing vast 
improvements when compared to January 
of 2022, when visitor arrivals registered just 
14% of 2019’s figures.

• For the last quarter of this year, air ar-
rivals have been running close to a 90% av-
erage.

MEDIA RELEASE
Date: Wednesday 14 December, 2022
Contact: Gina Matthews
Cell Phone (345) 526-1259
E-mail address: gina.matthews@gov.ky
Official Government Portal: www.gov.ky
Facebook.com/Ministry of Tourism & 

Transport
For the cruise sector, Minister Bryan ad-

vised Parliament that:
• Between March and November 2022, 

Grand Cayman received 206 cruise ship 
calls, carrying a total of 614,959 passengers.

• Cruise passenger arrivals peaked in No-
vember with 105,754 passengers. This was 
followed by the month of June which regis-
tered close to 90,000 passengers, equating 
to 86% of the cruise passenger arrivals re-
corded in June of 2019.

• Year-to-date cruise passenger arrivals 
represent 38% of 2019 arrivals, just 2% 
below target. However, passenger arrivals 

for December are expected to raise the year-
end total above the 40% threshold.

In terms of revenue derived from tourism 
taxes and fees, a similar 40% target was set 
for 2022, which equates to a contribution to 
the economy of CI$15million. For the period 
January to October 2022, a total of CI$14.5 
million has been remitted to government, 
which is just shy of the target, with two more 
months of revenue remining to be collected.

Among the other notable achievements 
recorded within the Ministry of Tourism’s 
portfolios, Minister Bryan stated that:

• Airline seat capacity into the Cayman 
Islands has increased by 1,253 in the fourth 
quarter of 2022,

• A new airline – Sun Country – will be-
gin weekly service from Minneapolis to the 
Cayman Islands starting from this Saturday, 
December 17th.

• October and November were record 
breaking months for Cayman Airways. In 
October, the airline exceeded pre-pandem-
ic numbers for both total passenger count 
and passenger revenue; setting new records 
in both categories. In November, a similar 
achievement was recorded. For the first 
time in November, Cayman Airways exceed-
ed US$5 million in passenger revenue and 
transported 31,600 passengers, which is the 

2nd highest passenger number for any No-
vember in the airline’s history.

With respect to the training of Caymanians, 
Minister Bryan reaffirmed his commitment 
to encouraging more Caymanian participa-
tion in the Tourism Industry and outlined 
that one million dollars had been budgeted 
this fiscal year to train Caymanians in tour-
ism and hospitality related courses. To date, 
the Ministry and Department of tourism have 
offered a range of opportunities including:

o Aquila Customer Service Training for 
frontline and customer facing staff;

o Bartending courses in collaboration 
with Wineschool3;

o 12 scholarships with Inspire Cayman 
for Caymanians seeking certification in boat 
operations and or as Emergency First Re-
sponders (EFR’s)

o 39 PRIDE Training workshop and 5 we-
binars;

o The annual MOT scholarship Pro-
gramme.

The year-in-review summary outlined by 
Minister Bryan also included an update on 
the Public Transportation Strategy which is 
currently in development by Deloitte’s, and 
is expected to provide Government with rec-
ommendations for transitioning to a Nation-
al Government-run Public Bus System. The 
report is expected to be completed early in 
the New Year.

In closing, Minister Bryan expressed 
his confidence in the tourism industry’s 
continued recovery through 2023 saying 
“For decades, tourism has been a signifi-
cant part of our nation’s identity. Tourism 
is our past, our present and definitely our 
future. As we head into 2023 it’s time for 
us to once again dream big where tourism 
is concerned. We have the will, we have 
the way, and we must have the passion to 
make it bigger, brighter and bolder than 
it’s ever been before. I have the confidence 
that 2023 will not just be a good year for 
tourism, it will be a great year, and I am 
committed to doing everything possible to 
make that prediction a reality.”

The Minister thanked and commended 
his staff at the Ministry and Department of 
Tourism and his colleagues in Caucus and 
Cabinet, along with private sector partners, 
Board Members, Civil Servants and all of the 
business owners and workers in the tourism 
industry for their hard work and support in 
restoring the Cayman Islands tourism in-
dustry to a position of strength.

WHY PAY MORE?
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on all advertisements 

Caymanian Times Newspaper
Fast & Affordable
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or call 9162000 / 9458463
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SEE PIRATES FEST, Page 8

Pirates Fest 2022 Wrap-up and Awards Ceremony

Pirates Fest (14 October – 27 No-
vember, 2022) formally closed with an 
awards ceremony hosted by the Minis-
try of Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage 
(MYSCH) at Cayman Cabana on Monday, 
5 December. 

The Cayman Islands’ national festival, 
featuring more than 40 events across all 
three islands returned after two years. 
This year’s festivities saw a significant 
number of events in an effort to build 
on previous years’ successes, increase 
cultural awareness and community in-
volvement. 

In remarks at Cayman Cabana for the 
closing events and Awards Ceremo-
ny, Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture 
& Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush thanked 
MYSCH staff, Pirates Fest Committee 
volunteers, sponsors and participants 
for making the six-week festival memo-

 X Brent McLean receives his first place National Song competition award from Minister for 
Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage during the 2022 Pirates Fest 2022 

 XWayne Hannum of Cayman Mechanical Company receives the firm’s first place award in 
the Cayman Airways Cardboard Boat Regatta from Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture & 
Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush at the 2022 Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony. 

 X (1st) Kadie McFarlane receives her first place award in the District Heritage Costume com-
petition from Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush at the 2022 
Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony. 

 XWinner of both the Cassava and the Conch Fritter competitions Lisa Gager accepts her 
awards from Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush at the 2022 
Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony.

 X Pirates Fest attendees enjoyed the Teen Up and Grand Finale Street Dances on Saturday, 19 November 2022.
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rable and well-attended. High-
lighting Pirates Fest’s newer 
events, including the Harbour 
½ Mile Sea Swim hosted by 
the Flowers Group and the CI 
Aquatics Association (CIASA), 
Minister Bush, a former Pirates 
Week Director, said the inval-
uable insights gained while 
organising this year’s event, 
would be built upon, to ensure 
the success of future Pirates 
Fest events.

Minister Bush said: “Pirates 
Fest reintroduced some of the 
best elements of its forerun-
ner Pirates Week over a longer 
period of time, allowing more 
residents and overseas visitors 
to take part, while showcas-
ing our local culture through 
many avenues. We are certainly 
looking forward to next year’s 
events.”

“We are pleased that this 
year’s Pirates Fest events were 
all executed safely and with-
out any major crime incident,” 
Commissioner of Police Mr. 
Derek Bryne said.

  We can all take pride in the 
fact that our various agencies 
are able to consistently work 
together to provide national 
events for residents and visi-
tors of all ages to enjoy safe-
ly. We expect that next year’s 
Pirates Fest will build on this 
year’s successes, while any 
necessary adjustments and 
improvements are made in 
acknowledgment of lessons 
learned from the event de-
brief,” he added.

Pirates Fest wrapped up with 
an awards presentation for a 
number of competitions held 
over the weeks. 

Awards were given in the fol-
lowing categories: 

National Song Competition: 
(1st) Brent McLean, (2nd) Mi-
chael Williams, and (3rd) Nich-
olas Blake; District Heritage 
Costume Competition: (1st) 
Kadie McFarlane, (2nd) Trevi-
na Williams, and (3rd) Shan-
tina Barnes; Cayman Airways 
Cardboard Boat Regatta: (1st) 
Cayman Mechanical Company 
(Mechanical Division), (2nd) 
Alba Services Ltd., and (3rd) 
Cayman Mechanical Company 
(Plumbing Division);  Cassava 
Cake Competition: (1st) Lisa 
Gager, (2nd) Sarah Larsen, and 
(3rd tie) Jasmine Williams and 
Renda Cornwall; Conch Fritter 
Competition: (1st) Lisa Gager, 
(2nd) Dane White, and (3rd) 
Marie Rivers; Harbour ½ Mile 
Sea Swim: (1st) Team Obese 
Cats, (2nd) Team Numbers 
(3rd) Team Rum & Coak, Male 
- (1st) Lev Fahy (2nd) Paolo 
Burns, and (3rd) Wayne Han-
num, Female - (1st) Veronica 
Fankina, (2nd) Sarah Trott, and 
(3rd) Amanda Goodwin; Corpo-
rate - Team Flowers. 

A two thousand dollar cheque 
from funds raised by the Har-
bour ½ Mile Sea Swim was do-
nated by MYSCH, Flowers Group, 
and CIASA to the newly-formed 
John Gray Swim Team. The team 
reciprocated with tokens of ap-
preciation for Minister Bush 
and Flowers Group’s Chief Exec-
utive Frank Flowers Sr. 

 CIASA President Stephen 
Broadbelt congratulated the 
107 swimmers who had tak-
en part in the 800m sea swim 
which he said had been a 
challenging and exhilarating 
course.

District Heritage Day: 
(Winner) East End, (1st runner 
up) North Side and (2nd) run-
ner up) Bodden Town. District 
Float Competition: (Winner) 
Bodden Town, (1st runner up) 
East End, and (2nd Runner up) 
North Side.

Pirates Fest
CONTINUED FROM Page 8

 X Harbour ½ Mile Sea Swim Corporate winners Flowers Team: Adrienn Sergios (far left), Marius Acker (second 
from right) and Eric Cronier (far right) with Flowers Group Chief Executive Officer Frank Flowers Sr. and, Minis-
ter for Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush at the 2022 Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony.

 X Chief Executive of Flowers Group Mr. Frank Flowers Sr and Cayman Islands Aquatics Association Secretary 
Chillian Wong-Ellison in a photo op. with members and supporters of the John Gray High School Swim Club. 
The new club received a cheque to support their work at the Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony recently.
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SEVEN MILE 
SWIMMERS GO 

THE EXTRA MILE!
SMS recently arranged for their Com-

munity Outreach Group to collect and do-
nate much needed items to One Dog at a 
Time (“ODAAT”) in Grand Cayman.

It is important for our not-for-profit to 
be involved in the Cayman community and 
as such, we reached out to our club mem-
bers so that we could provide ODAAT with 
the items they currently need. We want 
to instil in our swimmers the importance 
of responsibility when caring for animals 
and solidify the values of working togeth-
er to assist those in need.

The donations were delivered to collec-
tion points and we also had contributions 
made via cash and online payments.  Our 
swimmers were keen to present the items 
to ODAAT before Christmas 2022 to help 
with the animals over what is usually a 
very busy time of year for them.  Many of 
our swim families have also adopted res-
cue dogs and welcomed them home as 

part of the family.
SMS Swimmers pictured left to right 

from back row Danny, Will, Dominic, 
James, Andrew, Lola, Andrea, Kathryn, 
Nayeli, Sienna, Elena, India with foster fail 
Nugget.  Included in photo are Caroline 
and Paula from ODAAT accepting the do-
nations.

If you would like to know more about 
Seven Mile Swimmers please view our 
facebook / website / instagram

If you’d like to meet some of the One 
Dog at a Time puppies, then pop along to 
Rackhams from 18:00 on Thursday 15th 
December for Scoobyluminations!

Watch Santa be steered into Grand Cay-
man by his underwater reindeer, visit the 
ODAAT pop up shop, have photos with 
Santa, cuddle puppies and buy your One 
Dog Christmas raffle tickets for the chance 
to win some amazing prizes! For more in-
formation visit onedogatatime13 on Fb!

 X (1st) Kadie McFarlane receives her first place award in the District Heritage Costume com-
petition from Minister for Youth, Sports, Culture & Heritage, Hon. Bernie Bush at the 2022 
Pirates Fest Awards Ceremony. 

STEPPINGSTONES ANNOUNCES 
CHARITABLE PARTNER 2023

SteppingStones announces Meals on 
Wheels (MOW) as their charitable part-
ner for 2023 providing funding, volun-
teer support and pro bono work to help 
the charity meet their goal of building a 
new Meals on Wheels Centre. 

SteppingStones has a long-standing 
commitment to supporting the Cayman 
Islands community and are dedicated to 
helping build a better future for Cayma-
nians and Residents through charitable 
donations, volunteerism and pro bono 
work. 

This is the first year SteppingStones 
has announced a charitable partnership 
whereby a lump sum of revenue is set 
aside to assist a local charity achieve their 
goals and objectives throughout the year. 
A campaign was launched in September 
inviting all local charities to apply. Over 
12 applications were received, and short-
listed nonprofits invited to present to the 
SteppingStones team.  

“SteppingStones are delighted to con-
firm our charitable partner for 2023 is 
Meals on Wheels. Having volunteered 
with Meals on Wheels for many years, 
it is a not-for-profit extremely close to 
our hearts, and we are beyond excited to 
work alongside Jennifer West, the Board 
and all volunteers, to help enhance and 
promote the incredible work that goes 
on behind the scenes in the ongoing ef-
fort to ensure the seniors of the Cayman 
Islands are fed and cared for.” said Ro-
sie Scott, SteppingStones, Recruitment 
Manager.  

“Meals on Wheels is extremely grateful 
to have been selected as the 2023 Step-
pingStones Charitable Partner. The funds 
will be a key cornerstone in the growth of 
our essential and growing service to the 
community as we aim to build a brand 

new Meals on Wheels Centre. The part-
nership  goes beyond funds, Stepping-
Stones will provide volunteer support 
that will enable us to better share with 
the community the work we do to serve 

hundreds of seniors in need across our 
community and with the additional op-
portunities and events, we hope that by 
the end of 2023 we will be able to elimi-
nate our current waiting list and be closer 

to reaching our mission of ending senior 
hunger in the Cayman Islands by serv-
ing all seniors in need of a hot meal and 
warm smile.” said Jennifer West, Meals on 
Wheels General Manager.
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TOTAL SHIPS – 13
TOTAL PASSENGERS – 35,867

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

12 13 14 15 16 17

Disney Dream Brilliance of the Seas Carnival Vista Carnival Glory Carnival Princess Aidadiva

Norwegian Pearl Carnival Sunrise Carnival Paradise Carnival Pride

Celebrity Constellation Celebrity Apex

Celebrity Summit

Total Passengers Total Passengers Total Passengers Total Passengers Total Passengers Total Passengers

6,500 2,500 9,409 10,184 5,224 2,050
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HFC Gala Guests Raise Funds 
and Rock Out at Woodstock

Help for Children Cayman (formerly 
Hedge Funds Care Cayman) held their 
annual Open Your Hearts to the Children 
gala at the Kimpton Seafire on Saturday, 
19 November 2022. The flagship event 

raised an astounding US$300,000 as part 
of the non-profit organisation’s com-
mitment to prevent, treat and end child 
abuse in the Cayman Islands.

Over 250 professionals and industry 
leaders from the financial services and 
business community attended the Wood-
stock themed event with 1960s throw-
back décor and an array of hippy-style 
clothing complete with flowers, head-
bands and sequins. The Lionfish band 
provided fantastic music including hits 
from Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin to 
complete the evening.

Guests enjoyed a three-course beach 
dinner while enjoying the hilarious com-
mentary of Vicki Wheaton who presided 
over a lively auction of generously do-
nated items including a staycation at Le 
Soleil d’Or in Cayman Brac, a Breitling 
Superocean watch and an Audi Q5.  For 
attendees that were a little shy, a well-
stocked virtual silent auction was also 
available.  

During the gala, Minister of Financial 
Services and Social Development, Andre 
Ebanks, addressed the crowd.  He ex-
plained that this event displayed how his 
two ministries, Financial Services and So-
cial Development, could work together to 
protect the most vulnerable children and 
families in the community.   Following 
his speech, there was a poignant video 
of harrowing child abuse statistics in the 
Cayman Islands and testimonials from 
last year’s grantees highlighting their use 
of funds and the impact made.    

Co-chair of the event, Monette Wind-
sor, thanked all of the guests for opening 
their hearts and their wallets to support 
this important cause, as well as the vol-
unteers who worked hard planning the 
gala and auction.  Following the Wood-
stock event, the focus turns to distribut-
ing the monies raised to not-for-profit or-
ganisations in the community that are on 
the frontlines helping the children.     

Help for Children is an international 
charity supported largely by the financial 
services industry. Since its inception in 
2005, the Cayman Islands chapter, HFC 
Cayman, has raised more than US$4.5 
million to help prevent and treat child 
abuse in the Cayman Islands. All funds 
available for distribution stay in the Cay-
man Islands and benefit a variety of im-
portant local initiatives.

For further information or questions, 
contact Monette Windsor at 925-0399.

 X Guests danced the night away to the sounds of The Lionfish.

 X Guests danced the night away to the sounds of The Lionfish.

 X Vickie Wheaton expertly managed a lively auction.
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Frequent and fast acceleration – Avoid 
heavy acceleration and drive below the speed 
limit. Frequent and swift acceleration burns 
fuel at a faster rate.

Additional Weight – Empty your car trunk 
of heavy items that can be located elsewhere. 
Your vehicle will use more fuel when carrying 
heavier loads

Vehicle Replacement – Consider replac-
ing your vehicle with a fuel efficient model

Location Gas Station Regular Premium Diesel

East End Eastern Star Rubis (Woody's) 5,88 n/a 6,25

NorthSide Jack's Esso (Jack's II) 5,98 6,9 6,9

Bodden Town Lorna's Rubis 5,89 6,11 6,61

Bodden Town Mostyns Esso 5,9 6,11 6,59

Savannah Savannah Rubis 5,97 6,26 6,61

Red Bay Barcam 5,96 6,15 6,99

Red Bay On The Run ( Brown's Red Bay) 5,96 6,15 6,96

George Town Peanuts 5,89 6,18 6,66

George Town Jose's Escape 5,89 5,99 6,59

George Town Refuel 5,57 5,95 6,29

George Town Esso Tigermart 4 Way Stop (JS)H&B 11 5,96 6,15 6,38

George Town Eastern Avenue Rubis 5,89 6,11 6,61

George Town Walkers Rd. Rubis 5,92 6,26 6,61

George Town On The Run (Mike's Walkers Rd.) 5,96 6,15 6,86

George Town On The Run ( Brown's Industrial Park) 5,96 6,15 6,97

George Town On The Run (Mike's 7 Mile) 5,96 6,15 6,86

West Bay Rd. H & B Esso (H&B 1 Seven Mile) 5,96 6,15 6,33

West Bay Rd. 7 Mile Rubis (AA 7 Mile) 5,89 6,11 6,61

West Bay Hell Esso 5,94 6,13 6,95

West Bay Esso 4 Way Stop (Four Winds) n/a n/a n/a

George Town Scotts Landing 6,13 n/a 6,19

Cayman Brac West End n/a 5,58 6,65

Cayman Brac Tib Mart n/a 5,58 n/a

Little Cayman Village Square n/a 7,29 8,18

Lowest Prices Grand Cayman 5,57 5,95 6,19

Highest Prices Grand Cayman 6,13 6,9 6,99

G A S  P R I C E S

F U E L  E X P E N S E  R E D U C T I O N
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Cornerstone Construction & Renovation currently seeking applicants for the 

following:

Masons, Carpenters, Tilers, Roofers & Helpers/Labourers

Minimum 5 years experience required for skilled positions. 

Salary Ranges from CI$10 - $17 p/hr. Based on Skill & Experience 

+ Statutory Benefi ts . Required to work 40 - 50 hrs. per week

To Apply email: 

jdmlegacy03@gmail.com/cornerstonebuilders345@gmail.com

or Mail P.O Box 322, KY1-9006

CaymanianTimesClassifieds

Sales Associate 

Caymanian Times. is seeking a highly motivated sales professional who will 

develop, work and maintain sales targets and schedule and up sell on quality 

goods.

Mandatory Requirements:

• The successful candidate must have a minimum of 5 years working in sales 

and service experience in selling Media Advertisement. 

• Must be computer literate and advanced in the use of MS Excel.  

• Must have excellent administrative and communication skills. 

• Must speak, read, write, and comprehend English fl uently.

• Must have the ability to drive.

• A current police record must be submitted.

Duties for the role are: 

• Develop, work and maintain Sales Targets. 

• Develop and implement in-house and product knowledge training for staff 

• Create weekly & monthly sales and customer reports.

• Be able to learn and sell variety of products.

A strong work ethic and a positive attitude will be required.  

Salary Range: CI$2,300 – CI$2,500. An attractive compensation and ben-

efi ts package (including medical insurance, vacation, pension and bonus) 

is being offered to the qualifi ed candidate.  All applications received will be 

reviewed and only candidates meeting the mandatory requirements will be 

contacted for interview.  

Deadline for applications is December 31, 2022.

Applications should forward a detailed resume quoting reference

“Sales Associate” to:

The Publisher

Caymanian Times

Email: ralph@caymaniantimes.ky

Caymanian

For further information or to book 
an advert call 916 2000 

or email: sales@caymaniantimes.ky

All ads are full colour

Advertising Deadlines 
(48 Hours prior Publication Day)

Publication Day       Deadline 
                    (12pm (noon))

Monday   Thursday

Wednesday   Monday

Friday    Wednesday

Advertising 
Rates

2 days notice for ads

Monday
Wednesday

Friday

Description CI$  Size (inches) W x H Maximum # of words

Newspaper Advertisement Full page 850 10 x 13.5 1200
Newspaper Advertisement 2/3 page 750 10 x 8.37 or  6.6 x 13.5 900
Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page (horizontal) 550 10 x 6.67 700
Newspaper Advertisement 1/2 page (Vertical) 550 4.9 x 13.5 700
Newspaper Advertisement 1/3 page 450 4.9 x 8.37 400
Newspaper Advertisement 1/4 page 350 4.9 x 6.67 350
Newspaper Advertisement 1/5 page 250 4.9 x 3.25 or  3.22 x 4.96 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/8 page 150 4.9 x 3.25 or  3.22 x 4.96 200
Newspaper Advertisement 1/16 page (Mini) 50 4.9 x 1.55 or  2.38 x 3.25 100
Front Page Banner 400 10 x 1.5
Inserts 400
Advertorial 1/2 Page 500
Graphic Design 50
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Have fun with

Caymanian 
Times

THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN By Stan Lee

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley

JUDGE PARKER By Woody Wilson & Mike Manley

Word Search
Background
Browser
CGI
Click
Cookie
Crash
Dotcom
Download
Email
Fetch
FTP
Guestbook
Highway

Hits
Homepage
HTML
HTTP
Java
Links
Modem
Password
Search
Site
Virus
Web page

Find the listed words in the diagram. They 
run in all directions – forward, back, up, 
down and diagonally.

Issue No 837  |  Monday, December 19, 2022  |  Caymanian Times16 Puzzles / Comics


