Dr. Carlyle G. Corbin
Caribbean Governance and Constitutional Evolution
Dr. Carlyle G. Corbin is an International Advisor on Governance and a Senior Analyst with the global Dependency Studies Project, an expert working group focused on governance and development in non-self-governing and other dependent territories. Over the course of his distinguished career, he has advised governments, international institutions, and civil society on matters of self-governance and political evolution. He currently serves as Advisor to the Assembly of French Polynesia and previously held the post of Minister of State for External Affairs in the Government of the US Virgin Islands.
Widely recognised for his expertise in self-governance mechanisms, Dr. Corbin is the author of the Self-Governance Indicators diagnostic tool, which has informed assessments for the governments of Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, Curaçao, French Polynesia, Guam and Norfolk Island, as well as for civil society organisations in Bonaire.
His extensive engagement with the United Nations includes serving as Executive Secretary Emeritus of the Council of Presidents of the UN General Assembly, Independent Expert on Decolonisation for the UN Decolonization Committee, and Constitutional Advisor with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to Anguilla. He has also advised UN Visiting Missions to Bermuda and the Turks & Caicos Islands and worked closely with the governments of Bermuda, French Polynesia, Curaçao and Sint Eustatius on governance matters.
Dr. Corbin has also played a pivotal role in establishing regional cooperation mechanisms, serving as the founding Secretary-General of both the Inter Virgin Islands Council—linking the British and US Virgin Islands—and the Alliance of Dependent Territories (ADT), which brought together the territorial governments of American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands. He further contributed to constitutional development as a member of the US Virgin Islands Commission on Status and Federal Relations and as International Advisor to that territory’s Fifth Constitutional Convention.
His academic contributions include serving as Lecturer in Global Affairs at the University of the Virgin Islands Global Leadership Institute and as Visiting Lecturer in Dependency Governance Studies at the University of Guam. A prolific author and speaker, Dr. Corbin has published five books and numerous scholarly analyses, and lectures internationally on issues of dependency governance. His most recent work, Evolution of French Colonialism, was published in 2024.
More concise version
Dr. Carlyle G. Corbin is an international advisor and respected expert on governance and political development. 

He’s a former Minister of State for External Affairs in the U.S. Virgin Islands and has worked with the United Nations and governments around the world on matters of administration and constitutional progress. 

Dr. Corbin developed the Self-Governance Indicators tool, used in territories from Bermuda to French Polynesia. 

He’s also an accomplished author and lecturer — and his latest book, Evolution of French Colonialism, was published in 2024.
